Orthodox Heritage

So therefore, brethren, persevere, and grasp the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word or by our epistle [2 Thess. 2:15]
HTTP./ /WWW.ORTHODOXHERITAGE.ORG
"Aga 0¥V, adehqoi, oTiineTe, ®Al xQATEITE TUS TOQAdGTELS Gg Ed1ddYONTE, elTe S1t Adyov eite S moTodfis indv [Oeso. B 2:15]

Vol. 08, Issue 11-22

November-December 2010

Brotherhood of St. Poimen

In This Issue:

® Patriarch Pavle: A Year
from His Repose (p. 3)

® Developing the Intellect
& Will of the Soul (p. 4)

® Evil & God’s Justice (p. 7)
® The Vision of St. Basil (p. 8)

® Orthodox Christmas
Services (p. 11)

® Atheism in our Days (p. 21)
® Thanksgiving, 1789 (p. 24)
® Converting a City (p. 27)

® Abortion: The Unspoken
“Jihad” (p. 28)

® Méya Mvofﬁng: ‘HIév-
vnon 1ov Xototod (oel. 13)

® "Ovelpov AreEdvogov
Ioxadiopdavtn, ApicOov
‘TegoydAtov (oeh. 15)

® “Evag Ayrog, Aoxntilg
"Ertioromog (o€gl. 17)

® Amewxovion tov Meyad-
Aov ALeEavOQov OE
‘ExzAnoia (ogh. 19)

Publisher: St. POIMEN Greek
Orthodox Brotherhood

Editor: George Karras

Story Editors:
Markos Antoniathis &
Kostas Matsourakis

THE GREAT MYSTERY
OF LOVING-KINDNESS

A Sermon by St. John of Kronstadt on the
Nativity of Christ.

And without controversy great is the mys-
tery of godliness: God was manifest in the
[lesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in
the world, received up into glory.

(I Tim 3:16)

It is on this day that, throughout the

entire inhabited world, the Holy
Church brings to our remembrance
and observes that most majestic and
sublime of mysteries: the Incarnation

of God the Word from a Most-pure
virgin through an W"’ £,
outpouring of, and :f CY)
an overshadowing by,
God’s Holy Spirit.

Wondrous,
pressible, and awe-
some is this mystery,
both for the exalted |
and all-contemplat-
ing celestial minds
of those who dwell |
in the heavens: the
ranks of the angels,
and for the minds of men, enlightened
by the Holy Spirit. Imagine: the un-
originate God from Whom everything
received the commencement of its exis-
tence (the Angels, and the human race,
and the entire world, both visible and
invisible) takes a beginning in His hu-
manity. He Whom the heavens can-
not contain, is contained in a virginal
womb. God becomes an infant, and is
borne upon the arms of a Mother. He
Who nourishes every breath, is nour-
ished by paps.

The science of astronomy has learned
and affirms that, in the order of cre-
ation, our earth is but a barely-notice-
able point; that millions of planets

inex-

around our own fill up the vastnesses
of space. And, lo! This single point,
this barely-noticeable globe of God’s
creation, being inhabited by men, has
been accounted worthy of the inex-
pressible honour of bearing upon itself
God-in-the-Flesh, the God-Man. He is
the God-Man Who did deign to dwell
amongst men, to teach erring mankind
the knowledge of God, to work innu-
merable miracles of good, to preach
repentance and complete forgiveness
of sins; to suffer and to die as a holy
Sacrifice for the sins of the world, to be
resurrected through the power of Di-
vinity from amongst the dead (having
Vanqulshed death, which is natural to
% all men) and to make
. a gift of resurrection
© to the entire human
\ race.

Not a single one of
| the visible worlds,
" save the earth, has
been deemed worthy
| of this greatest of all
. honors; for it was
- only upon the earth
' that Jesus Christ, the

: only-begotten of the
heavenly Father, had a Virgin-Mother,
and He alone was Her Son by way of
humanity. Why was the earth given
such preference? Why was it only on
earth that God appeared in the flesh?
This is a great Divine mystery, a mys-
tery of immeasurable loving-kindness
and of God’s condescension to perish-
ing mankind.

Thus, God did appear in the flesh.
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, O
earth; rejoice and celebrate, ye earth-
born. The Creator Himself did come
to you, in order to create you anews;
to restore you, who were corrupted by
transgressions. To you did He come
the almighty Physician Himself, pow-
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erful to treat all the inveterate afflictions of sin, in order
that He might heal all the passions of the soul and all the
infirmities of the body, which He truly did do, as we know
from the Gospel and from the history of the Church.

Thus, greet Him joyfully, with pure minds and hearts,
with bodies chaste and restrained by fasting and absti-
nence, which the Holy Church has thoughtfully instituted
prior to this great feast in order to prepare us worthily
to meet the heavenly King, Who comes to us in order to
abide in us.

He came to us with the mercy and good will of His heav-
enly Father, and from us He demands mercy toward our
neighbors; He is the righteous King, and He demands of
us all righteousness; for He, too, as a man, fulfilled all righ-
teousness (for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness,
Mt 3:15), showing us an example and providing us with grace
and the strength to carry it out. He Himself did suffer for us,
having borne the cross; and He taught us to deny ourselves,
our sins and our passions, and to follow after Him, doing
what is holy out of reverence for God (le us cleanse ourselves
[from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God, 2 Cor 7:1).

He came to heal our souls, ailing from sin, and commanded
all to repent; let us ever, then, be earnestly contrite, correct-
ing ourselves and striving toward holiness and perfection.
The holy Angels, at the Nativity of the God-man, did declare
peace unto the world; and unto men—the good will of the
Heavenly Father. Let us then, ourselves, have within us a
peaceful conscience, and let us be at peace with everyone, if
possible. Be at peace and be holy with all, sayeth the apostle,
Jfor without this shall none see the Lord. (Heb 12:14).

Amen.

To Us A CHILD Is BORN

gain the darkness is past; again Light is made; again Egypt
is punished with darkness; again Israel is enlightened by
a pillar. The people that sat in the darkness of ignorance, let it
see the Great Light of full knowledge. Old things are passed
away, behold all things are become new. The letter gives way;
the Spirit comes to the front. The shadows flee away; the Truth
comes in upon them. Melchizedek is concluded. He that was
without Mother becomes without Father (without Mother
of His former state, without Father of His second). The laws
of nature are upset; the world above must be filled. Christ
commands it, let us not set ourselves against Him. O clap
your hands together all you people, because to us a Child is
born, and a Son given to us, Whose Government is upon His
shoulder (for with it the Cross is raised up), and His Name is
called The Angel of the Great Counsel of the Father.
St. Gregory the Theologian
Angels and archangels, who are the King’s great officials,
are gazing steadfastly upon you at the time of your
prayer to see what petition you will make of their Master;
and they are astonished and exultant whenever they behold
one who is made of earth forsake his dunghill and ask for
what is heavenly.
St. Isaac of Nineveh (the Syrian)
W‘lthout detriment therefore to the properties of either
substance which then came together in one person,
majesty took on humility, strength weakness, eternity mortal-
ity; and for the paying off of the debt, belonging to our condi-
tion, inviolable nature was united with possible nature, and
true God and true man were combined to form one Lord.

Pope St. Leo the Great
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PATRIARCH PAVLE: ONE YEAR
FROM HIS REPOSE (+2009)

By Yuri Maksimov.

have never personally seen Patriarch Pavle, although I have

heard about him for a long time. I first visited Serbia in
fall 2006. I very much wanted to see His Holiness, especially
because, from what I knew, he was normally accessible. It was
not that I expected to have an audience, but I hoped simply
to look with my own eyes at a holy man of our time and
receive his blessing, and this alone would be a joy. But this
did not happen. In the fall of 2006 his health worsened, and
in my later visits it grew still worse. I was clearly unworthy
of seeing His Holiness, Patriarch Pavle.

While in Serbia I heard many remarkable stories about him
from trustworthy people, which I would like to share. His
Holiness, Patriarch Pavle, was a unique phe- |
nomenon for our times; as such, it would be
pointless to make him the measure for other
patriarchs, just as it would be, for example,
to make St. Philaret the Merciful or St.
Alexei the Man of God the measure for the
majority of contemporary laypeople. Every-
one has his own standard and his own kind
of podvig (ascetic struggle, Ed.). It seems to
me that one should simply rejoice that in
our lifetime such a person was part of the
Orthodox Church.

It is well known that the Serbian Patri-
arch, even when taking up his high-rank-
ing position, continued his ascetic spiritual
struggles and strove to live modestly—al-
though for him this was all quite natural,
without any deliberate affectation. He went
around town by foot or took regular public transportation,
among the throngs of people, was not acquisitive, and ate
as little as the ancient desert fathers—simply because that
was the way he was.

Mrs. Jana Todorovic told me a story concerning her sister.
Once, she was at a reception at the Patriarch’s office for
some official reason. Discussing business, she happened to
look at the Patriarch’s feet and was shocked at the sight of
his shoes; they were old, had been torn and then repaired.
The woman thought: “How shameful for us Serbs, that our
Patriarch has to go around in torn shoes; couldn’t some-
one give him some new shoes?” The Patriarch said joyfully:
“Look at what good shoes I have! I found them near the
garbage cans when I went to the patriarchate. Someone had
thrown them away, but they are real leather. I cleaned them
and polished them a little bit and, look, they can still serve
me for a long time!”

Another story is connected with these same shoes. A certain
woman came to the patriarchate with the request to speak
with the Patriarch concerning an urgent matter; she needed
to speak with him personally. This request was unusual and
she was not immediately admitted, but the visitor’s persistence
bore fruit, and an audience took place. Seeing the Patriarch,
the woman said with great excitement that during the previ-
ous night, she had dreamed of the Theotokos, who told her
to take money to the Patriarch so that he could buy himself
new shoes. Saying this, the visitor took out an envelope full
of money. Patriarch Pavle, not taking the envelope, responded
affectionately: “At what time did you lay down to sleep?” The
woman, surprised, asked: “Well... around eleven.” “You know,
I lay down a little later, around four in the morning,” the
Patriarch responded, “and I also dreamed of the Theotokos,
who asked me to tell you to take the money and give it to
those who really need it.” Needless to say, he did not take
the money...

Once, approaching the patriarchate, His
Holiness noticed many cars near the en-
trance and became interested in whose they
were. He was told that these cars belonged
to the bishops. To this the Patriarch replied
with a smile: “If they, who know the Savior’s
commandment about un-acquisitiveness,
have such cars, just imagine what kind of
cars they would have if this commandment
did not exist!”

Once the Patriarch was flying somewhere
on a visit. While they were flying over the
sea, the airplane went into a zone of turbu-
lence and began to shake. A young bishop
who was sitting next to the Patriarch asked
what he would think if the airplane were
to fall. His Holiness, Pavle, replied calmly:
“With regard to myself personally, I would take this as an act
of justice: I've eaten so many fish in my life that it would be
no surprise if they were to eat me now.”

We are citing here a passage from a conversation between
Nikolai Kokukhin and Deacon Neboisha Topolic:

“By God’s mercy we have such a spiritual pastor as His Holi-
ness, Patriarch Pavle... He leads an ascetic life and is a living
example of an evangelical pastor. He lives in Christ in the full
sense of this word... As an Orthodox monk he fasts, that is,
does not eat meat, and keeps a very strict fast on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays... He serves the Liturgy every morn-
ing in a small chapel in the building of the patriarchate. There
is no choir there, and only the parishioners chant.

“He vests himself before the service and unvests after the
service, he confesses and communes parishioners himself.
He has worn the same rasa and cassock from the time of his
tonsure to the angelic order (and this was fifty years ago). He
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does not replace them. He washes, irons, and mends them
himself. He prepares his own food. Once he told me that
he had made himself a pair of good boots out of women’s
boots. He has all the instruments for fixing boots; he himself
can fix any shoes. He frequently serves in different churches,
and when he sees that a priest has a torn 7asa or phelonion,
he says to him: ‘Bring it, and Ill fix it...” Being around such
a person is a great benefit for the education of our soul, for
spiritual growth.”

Patriarch Pavle was a doctor of theology (he had received
this before becoming Patriarch), and was the author of several
books: a monograph on the “Monastery of St. Joannicius of
Devich” and the three-volume “To Clarify Certain Questions
of Faith,” several selections of which have recently appeared
in translations into other languages.

Due to his poor health, Patriarch Pavle had been in the
hospital for some time prior to his repose. The Synod of the
Serbian Orthodox Church performed the functions of eccle-
siastical administration during his lengthy illness. Patriarch
Pavle had repeatedly requested to be retired for reasons of
health, but the last Council of Bishops had decided that he
would remain the spiritual head of the Serbian Church until
his very last breath.

Patriarch Pavle was very close to the people, and the people
loved him very much. He was a unique figure, even for the Ser-
bian Church and the next Patriarch, of course, is different.

Predrag Miodrag, who knew the Patriarch well, wrote the
following: “He was very accessible. When his sister was alive,
he frequently walked to her house by foot. He generally liked
to go about by foot, without an escort. Anyone could ap-
proach him and speak with him. He received visitors at his
residence every day. People went to him with their needs and
their small questions, and he always offered the right comfort-
ing word of consolation for each one of them.

“He got up very early and, when everyone was still sleeping,
he served the Liturgy, praying for the entire Serbian people.
All of Serbia was in his heart. He was small in stature, but
great in spirit. He had thin fingers, but when he formed these
fingers into the sign of the cross, legions of demons fled; he
wore thin cotton vestments, but beneath these vestments
was hidden the soul of a brave warrior. The Serbian people
used to say: “This is our angel, who protects and defends us.’
They were right...”

Patriarch Pavle belonged to a different tradition. He was
a mystically prayerful monk, rather than a sanguine Prince
of the Church. He was a Patriarch who blended, harmoni-
ously, three key functions of his throne: that of the father,
of the priest, and of the prophet. He understood, and lived,
the legacy of Prince Lazar, martyred at Kosovo in 1389: 7he
Kingdom on Earth is but paltry and small; yet the Kingdom of
Heaven is forever and knows no bounds.

May his soul dwell with the Righteous!

DEVELOPING THE INTELLECT
AND WILL OF THE SOUL
By St. Theophan the Recluse.

In the soul we find three powers: the
intellect, the will, the heart, or, as
the Holy Fathers say, the intellectual,
desiring and incensive powers.

Each of them is assigned particular
curative exercises by the holy ascetics.
These related exercises are both recep-
tive and conducive to grace. They need
not be contrived according to some
theory, but rather chosen from tested
ascetic labors particularly suited to a given power.

For the mind:

1) Reading and hearing the Word of God, the writings of
the Holy Fathers and the lives of the God-pleasers. 2) Study-
ing and impressing upon yourself all the God-given truths
in brief statements (the catechesis). 3) Asking questions of
those older and more experienced. 4) Mutual informative
discourse with friends.

For the will:

1) Submission to the whole church rule. 2) Submission to
civil order, or to family duty, for they are conduits of God’s
will. 3) Obedience to God’s will as manifested in your fate.
4) Obeying your conscience in the doing of good deeds.
5) Subjecting yourself to the spirit that is zealous to fulfill
its vows.

For the heart:

1) Attending holy Church services. 2) Prayer, as specified by
the Church; home prayer rule. 3) Using holy crosses, icons
and other sacred substances and objects. 4) Observing holy
customs established and promoted by the Church.

For each of these three powers, corresponding exercises
are given to them. They act directly to develop the powers,
but in a way that does not quell the spirit—to the contrary,
it ignites the spirit more and more. The latter serves as a
measure and stabilizer to the former, which subjects itself
to the latter to the point of speechless submission or even
total cessation. [Ed.: An article by St. Theophan addressing
exercises for the development of the heart was presented in Or-
thodox Heritage, May-June 2008 issue. This article addresses
the saint’s guidance for the mind and the will.]

Trof
Exercises That Develop the Intellect, and Also Warm
the Spiritual Life
Christian intellectual development occurs when all the
truths of the Faith are impressed so deeply into the intel-
lect that the intellect’s whole existence is made up of these
truths alone. When it begins to reason over something, it
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reasons according to what it knows of the Christian truths,
and would never make the slightest move without them.
The Apostle calls this keeping the image of  sound mind
(2 Tim 1:7).

Exercises or work related to this are: reading and hearing
the Word of God, patristic literature, Lives of the Holy Fa-
thers, mutual discourse and asking questions of those more
experienced. It is good to read or listen, better to have a
mutual discourse, and even better to ask questions of those
more experienced.

The most fruit-bearing is the Word of God, then patristic
literature and the Lives of Saints. Incidentally, it is needful
to know that the Lives of saints are better for beginners, pa-
tristic literature for the intermediate, and the Word of God
for the perfect.

All of these are the sources of Truth as well as the means for
drawing from them; obviously, impressing them in the mind
along with preserving the spirit of zeal also help.

Often one text will warm the spirit for more than a day.
There are Lives of which the mere remembrance is enough
to inflame zeal. There are also passages in patristic writings
that inspire. Therefore we have this good rule: write down
such passages and save them, in case you need them later to
warm your spirit.

Often neither internal nor external work helps—the spirit
remains sleepy. Hasten to read something from somewhere.
If this does not help, run to someone to discuss it. The latter
performed with faith is rarely fruitless.

There are two kinds of reading: one—ordinary, almost me-
chanical, and another—discriminating, according to spiritual
need and advice. But the first kind is also not useless. It is,
as we have said already, what is simply repeated and not
studied.

It is most necessary for everyone to have someone with
whom he can discuss spiritual matters—someone who already
knows all our problems and to whom we can boldly reveal
everything on our soul. It is best if it is only one person; two
is too many. Idle conversations carried on only in order to
pass the time should be avoided at all cost.

Here is a rule for reading:

- Before reading you should empty your soul of every-
thing.

- Arouse the desire to know about what is being read.

- Turn prayerfully to God.

- Follow what you are reading with attention and place
everything in your open heart.

- If something did not reach the heart, stay with it until it
reaches.

- You should of course read quite slowly.

- Stop reading when the soul no longer wants to nourish
itself with reading. That means it is full. If the soul finds one
passage utterly stunning, stop there and read no more.

The best time for reading the Word of God is in the morn-
ing, Lives of Saints after the mid-day meal, and Holy Fathers
before going to sleep. Thus you can take up a little bit each
day.

During such occupations, you should continually keep your
mind on the main goal—impressing the truth on yourself and
awakening the spirit. If reading or discourse does not bring
this about, then they are but idle itching of the tongue and
ears, or empty discussion. If it is done with intelligence, then
the truths impress themselves and rouse the spirit, and one
thing aids the other. But if the reading or discourse digresses
from the proper image, then there is neither one nor the
other—truth is stuffed into the head like sand, and the spirit
becomes cold and hard, smokes over and puffs up.

Impressing the spirit is not the same as searching for it. This
requires only that you clarify what the truth is, and hold it in
your mind until they bond together. Let there be no deduc-
tions or limitations—only the face of truth.

We can see that the rule for everyone is this: impress the
Holy little truth in a way that will awaken you. The meth-
ods for fulfilling this rule vary, and it is not at all possible to
prescribe the same one for everyone.

Thus, reading, listening and discourse that do not impress
the truth or awaken the spirit should be considered wrong,
as they lead away from the truth. It is a sickness to read many
books out of curiosity alone, when only the mind follows
what is being read, without leading it to the heart or delight-
ing in its flavor.

This is the science of dreaming; it is not creative, does
not hasten success, but is devastating and always leads to
arrogance. All your work should be limited, as we have said,
to the following: clarify the truth and hold it in the mind
until the heart tastes of it. The Holy Fathers put it simply:
remember it, hold it in the mind, and have it always before
your eyes.

Trot
Exercises for Developing the Will, Focusing Also On
Awakening the Spirit

Developing the will means impressing upon it good dis-

positions or virtues—humility, meekness, patience,
continence, submissiveness, helpfulness and so on. Thus, in
blending with and grafting onto the will, the virtues would
eventually constitute its very nature, and when something is
undertaken by the will, it would be undertaken according to
their inspiration and in their spirit, and they would govern
and reign over our deeds.

Such a disposition of will is the safest and most stable. But
inasmuch as it is contrary to the spirit of sin, its achievement
requires toil and sweat. That is why the activity related to this
is for the most part directed against the chief infirmity of the
will, that is—self-will, unsubmissiveness, and intolerance of
the yoke.
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This infirmity is healed by submission to the will of God,
with denial of your own and of any other. The will of God
is revealed through the various forms of obedience that each
person carries. Its first and most important requirement is
observing the laws or commandments according to each
person’s duty or calling; next is observing the rubrics of the
Church, the dictates of civil and family order, the dictates
of circumstance that are wrought by providential will, and
the demands of a zealous spirit—all done with discernment
and counsel.

All of this is within the field of righteous deeds which is
open to anyone and everyone. Therefore, know only how to
arrange this for yourself and you will not experience a dearth
of means for developing the will. For this you must clarify for
yourself the sum of righteous deeds that are possible for you
to do—in your station, calling and circumstances—together
with an assessment of what, when, how, in what measure, and
what can and should be done.

Having clarified all this, determine the general outline of
the deeds and their order, so that nothing you do would be
accidental. Remember at the same time that this is only an
outline—details may change according to what is required
under the circumstances. Do everything with discernment.

Therefore it is best to daily go over all the possible occur-
rences and deeds. Those who are used to doing righteous
deeds never pre-determine what they are going to do, but
do always the deeds that God sends to them; for everything
comes from God. He reveals His own determinations to us
through different occurrences.

By the way, all of this is only deeds. Doing them only
straightens you out. In order to flow also into virtues through
them, you must forcefully keep a true spirit of good works.
To be more precise, do everything with humility and fear of
God according to God’s will and to His glory. He who does
something out of self-reliance, with boldness and audacity,
out of self-gratification or man-pleasing, no matter how righ-
teous the works may be, only fosters within himself an evil
spirit of self-righteousness, arrogance and pharisaism.

Carrying a right spirit, you should also be in remembrance
of the laws, especially the law of graduality and constancy;
that is, always begin with the small and ascend to what is
higher. Then, once you have begun, do not stop.

By this you can avoid:

- Embarrassment that you are not perfect, for perfection
does not come all at once. The time will come.

- Thoughts that you have already done everything; for there
is no end to the heights.

- Arrogant aspirations, ascetic feats beyond your strength.

The last stage is when good deeds have become natural for
you, and the law no longer weighs upon you as a burden.

The one who achieves this most successfully is one who
is blessed with the grace of living with an actively virtuous

man, especially if he is being taught this science. He will
not have to repeat and re-do every failure he has allowed
through ignorance and inexperience. As they say, even if you
do not read or intellectualize, only find a reverent man, and
you will quickly learn the fear of God. This is applicable
to any virtue.

Incidentally, it is good to choose one outstanding virtu-
ous work according to your character and station, and
stick with it unswervingly—it will be the foundation or
basis from which you can go on to others. It will save you
in times of weakness—it is a strong reminder and quickly
inspires. The most reliable of all is almsgiving, which leads
to the King.

This concerns only works and not dispositions, which
should have their own inner framework that is founded
on the spirit, and are in a certain way independent of the
consciousness and free will—they are as the Lord grants.
All the saints accept the beginning of this to be the fear
of God, and the end to be love. In the middle are all the
virtues, one building upon another. Although they are per-
haps not all the same, they are inevitably built on humble,
compunctionate repentance and sorrow over sins, which
are the essence of virtue. A description of each virtue—its
nature, activity, degrees of perfection, and deviations from
them—is the subject of special books and patristic instruc-
tions. Get to know all of this through reading.

This kind of virtuous activity directly develops the will
and impresses the virtuous into it. At the same time it
also keeps the spirit in constant tension. Just as fric-
tion causes warmth, so do good works warm the heart.
Without them a good spirit also grows cold and evapo-
rates. This is what usually befalls those who do not do
anything, or those who limit themselves to merely not
doing evil and unrighteousness. No, we must also find
good works to do.

Incidentally, there are also those who make too much
fuss over their works, and therefore quickly exhaust them-
selves and dissipate the spirit. Everything should be done
in moderation.

he man who still loves empty fame or is attached to

some material thing is the one who is offended at men

for the sake of temporal goods, who bears them grudges or

hate, who is a slave of shameful thoughts; to the God-loving
soul all these things are foreign.

St. Maximus the Confessor, (+662)
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EVIL AND INQUIRING INTO GOD’S
JUSTICE
By Elder Paisios the Athonite.

n his desire to demonstrate how God provides and cares

for His creation, whenever we tend to become indignant
and not understand His actions, the Elder would tell us
stories such as the following one:

An ascetic who had observed the injustice that exists in
the world prayed to God and asked Him to reveal the rea-
son that righteous and pious people suffer misfortunes and
are tortured without any obvious explanation, whereas the
unrighteous and sinners become wealthy and enjoy com-
forts. In the middle of the ascetic’s prayer he heard a voice
mstructmg him as follows: :

“Do not ask for those things
that your mind and the pow-
er of your knowledge cannot
reach, nor seek to learn what £¥%
is hidden, because the judg- ¥
ments of God are an abyss.
However, because you have
requested to learn, go down
into the world and sit in a cer-
tain spot discreetly and note
whatever you shall see from
there, so that with this minor
test, you will get an idea of
what God’s judgments are.
That way, you will come to
understand just why God’s
providential administration in all things is unsearchable
and unfathomable.”

On hearing this, the old ascetic carefully walked down
towards the inhabited areas until he reached a meadow
that was crossed by a busy main road. There was a spring
and an old tree nearby, so the elder hid himself carefully in
the hollow trunk of the tree and decided to observe from
there. Soon after, a wealthy man on horseback rode past.
He stopped at the spring for a drink of water and lay down
on the grass to rest. After quenching his thirst, he took out
a pouch with 100 gold coins from his garment and began
to count them. When he finished counting, he placed the
pouch back in his garment; however, without realizing it,
the pouch fell to the ground, into the grass.

He ate, he rested, he slept a little, and then he got back
on his horse and rode off, without realizing he had lost the
pouch with the gold coins.

After a while, another passer-by came to the spring. He
found the pouch with the gold coins, grabbed it, and ran
off with it, into the fields.

A little while later, another passer-by appeared. Tired as
he was, he too stopped at the spring, took a drink of water,
took out a piece of bread that he carried with him and sat
down to eat.

Just as that poor man was eating, the wealthy horseman
reappeared in a fury, his face red with anger. He pounced
upon the unsuspecting man, yelling at him to give him back
his gold coins. The poor man, not having any idea about
those coins, reassured him with solemn oaths that he had
seen no such thing. But angry as the horseman was, he began
to beat the poor man until he eventually killed him. He then
proceeded to search through the poor man’s clothes, found
nothing, and left him, greatly shocked and saddened.

The elder saw all these things happen before his eyes, and
stood in wonder, overwhelmed with sorrow at the unjust
' ' murder that he had witnessed
and turned in prayer to the
Lord, saying:

“Lord, what is the meaning of
this will of Yours? I beg You to
explain how Your Benevolence
can tolerate such an injustice?
A person lost the coins, anoth-
er found them, and another
was unfairly murdered!”

As the elder continued to pray
with tears, an Angel of the Lord
descended and said to him:

“Do not be sorrowed, elder,
nor be disillusioned and imag-
ine that all these things hap-
pened supposedly without the
will of God. Because of all the things that you just witnessed,
some were by God’s concession, others were for education,
and others had providential reasons. So listen now: He who
lost the coins was the neighbour of the one who found them.
The latter had an orchard worth 100 gold coins. Being greedy,
the rich man forced him to give up the orchard for only so
coins. Unable to do anything else, the poor man prayed to
God to take care of the injustice. Therefore, it was God’s
providence which had responded to the poor man’s prayer
and had given him back the money, two-fold.

“The other man—the poor and weary one—who had found
nothing and yet was unfairly murdered? Well, he had com-
mitted murder, but only once in his life. However, he had
repented sincerely, and for the rest of his life had made sure
that his works were Christian and pleasing to God. He con-
stantly beseeched God to forgive him for the murder he had
committed, and would usually say, ‘My Lord, please give me
a death just like the one that I had inflicted!”

“Naturally, the Lord forgave him from the very first moment
that he showed signs of repentance. But He was especially
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moved by the sensitivity of His child, who not only made
sure he upheld all His Commandments, but also desired
to pay for his old crime. Thus, the Lord granted his wish,
allowing him to die in the manner that he had prayed for.
God did not deprive him of his wish, and allowed him to
die a violent death, just as he had asked, and then took him
into His bosom, in fact even crowning him with a glorious
wreath for the sensitivity he had shown!

“Finally, the other man, the greedy one who lost all the
gold coins and then committed murder, he would have had a
disastrous end on account of his greed and his love of money,
so God allowed him to fall into the sin of murder, so that his
soul would be severely pained and thus seek to repent. Given
the turn of events, that person has now abandoned all worldly
pleasures and is going away, to become a monk!

“Now then, in which of these cases did you find God to
be unjust or cruel or insensitive? “For this reason, you must
no longer concern yourself with in-depth examinations of
God’s judgments, because He metes them out fairly, in the
manner that He deems appropriate, when you on the other
hand misconstrue them as injustices.

“You should also know that there are many other things that
happen in the world by the will of God, for reasons that people
cannot understand. Thus, the proper thing to say is: You are
Just, O Lord, and straight are Your judgments. (Pss 137).

It was said of Abba Agathon that he forced himself to fulfill
all the commandments. When he sailed in a vessel he was
the first to handle the oars and when the brethren came to
see him he laid the table with his own hands, as soon as they
had prayed, because he was full of the love of God. When
he was at the point of death he remained three days with
his eyes fixed, wide-open. The brethren roused him saying,
“Abba Agathon, where are you?” He replied, “I am standing
before the judgment seat of God.” They said, “Are you not
afraid, Father?” He replied, “Until this moment, I have done
my utmost to keep the commandments of God; but I am a
man; how should I know if my deeds are acceptable to God?”
The brethren said to him, “Do you not have confidence in
all that you have done according the law of God?” The old
man replied, “I shall have no confidence until I meet God.
Truly the judgment of God is not that of man.” When they
wanted to question him further, he said to them, “Of your
charity, do not talk to me any more, for I have no more
time.” And so he died with joy. They saw him depart like
one greeting his dearest friends. He preserved the strictest
vigilance in all things, saying, “Without great vigilance a
man does not advance in even a single virtue.”

From “Sayings of the Desert Fathers”

THE VISION OF ST. BASIL
THE GREAT, AND JULIAN THE
APOSTATE

Translated from the Greek Orthodox periodical “Transfiguration”
(«MeTaudopwois»).

; 7 In the years when Julian the
i cliel apostate wished to revive
2 P 0 idolatry—as some try to do in

our days (neo-idolatry)—and
to build again the Temple of
Solomon (in his attempt ter-
N /o rible flames poured forth from
VA — that place and he was unable to
W 2 e complete his task), he stopped
' ) near Caesarea on his way to Per-
% e 4 3 L sia [for war].
+ EEERN Y éi St. Basil the Great knew Ju-
lian from Athens; the two of them studied together, however
each took a different road. The Metropolitan of the city
[St. Basil] therefore went out to meet the emperor and he
brought three loaves of bread from those that the Saint ate.
The Saint ate barley bread and it is from those loaves that
he offered to Julian.

Julian accepted the gift and ordered St. Basil to be rewarded
grass from the surrounding fields!

The Saint, seeing this scorn, said: “We, O emperor, from
that which we eat offered to you, just as you requested. And
your kingdom, as is appropriate, returned the gift from that
which you eat.”

As soon as the emperor heard these words, he was greatly
angered and abruptly told the Saint:

“For now accept this “gift of grass.” And when I return from
Persia a victor, then I will burn your city and I will remove
your infantile people and enslave them, because you dishonor
the gods which I worship, and you will thus receive the ap-
propriate reward [i.e., punishment].”

And when he finished these terrible threats, the emperor
Julian headed for Persia.

The Saint returned to Caesarea and called all of the people.
When he told them the threats of the king to destroy the
city and enslave them, he advised them to consider gather-
ing a great gift of moneys and gold for the emperor; he thus
instructed them to gather whatever they had in one place
and when the king would return, they would throw their
treasures in the streets, and being avaricious, he would be
appeased and would not do any evil upon them.

The Christians obediently went and gathered an uncount-
able treasure: gold, silver, and precious stones! The Saint
placed it in the treasury, writing the name of each to keep
them, until he learned of Julian’s return.

& piyes
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Some time later, when he learned that he was returning,
St. Basil gathered the Christians and told them all to fast for
three days. Then they all ascended the mountain of Caesarea
called Didymos (“Twin”), because it had two peaks.

On that mountain was a Church of the Most-Holy The-
otokos, where all the Christians, when they reached it, began
with contrite heart to entreat the merciful Christ and His
Most-Pure Mother, that the decision of the impious emperor
be changed. Then as they were continuing in prayer, St. Basil
saw a multitude of heavenly armies circle the mountain and
among them was a woman sitting on a throne with much
glory, who said to the Angels that were around:

“Call Mercurius to me, that he go and put to death the
enemy of my Son, Julian!”

Then the Archbishop of Caesarea observed that the Holy
Martyr Mercurius arrived, armed with his weapon, and having
received the command from that woman who was the Most-
Holy Theotokos, he immediately disappeared! At that very
moment, Julian the Apostate, as he was on his Persian cam-
paign, was wounded by the spear of an unknown soldier, who
immediately disappeared. The mortally wounded Julian, as he
lay dying, cried out, “Thou hast conquered, O Galilean!”

Then, the Queen of all Angels, Panagia, called St. Basil and
gave to him a book which contained the details of Creation
and the manner by which man fallen from God. In the be-
ginning of the book was an epigraph which exclaimed, “He
said,” while prior to the end of the book (which talked of the
fall of man) was written the word “End.” This meant that the
Saint would author a hermeneutical book on the Six Days of
Creation of Moses (and on the creation of the World in gen-
eral), titled “The Hexaimeron.” However, the chapter on the
creation of man by God would not be completed by him; and
as prophesied by the Holy Mother, it was actually completed
after his repose, by his brother, St. Gregory of Nyssa.

The Saint “awoke” from the vision right away and with some
of the clergy descended immediately to the city of Caesarea,
where the Church of the St. Mercurius was located; therein
he found St. Mercurius’ relics and his weapons. (The saint was
martyred at that same location a hundred years prior).

St. Basil entered this church and (not seeing the relics or the
weapons), he asked the protector of the relics of the Church
what occurred. He of course did not know anything. Then
the Great Basil understood that it was a true vision and that
the most impious Julian would be killed that night.

Immediately, the Holy Metropolitan again ascended the
mountain and told the Christians:

“Rejoice and be glad today, my brethren. Our prayer was
heard, because the infamous king suffers the appropriate
punishment. Therefore giving thanks to God, let us return to
the city that each may receive the money that he gave.”

As soon as the Christians heard these, they all said with a
loud voice:

“We were planning to give to the impious king to preserve
our lives. Now should we not offer them to the King of
Heaven and earth, who granted us life?”

The Saint therefore praised their willingness and ordered
a third be given back to each from whom it was given, and
the rest to be given to build homes for the poor, homes for
strangers, hospitals, orphanages, etc. (all of these later com-
prised the wondrous Christian, philanthropic complex called
Basiliad).

Trof

From the Editor: Another version of the above story informs
us that the Saint did not separate the gold and coins given by
each of the faithful. Thus, after the death of the emperor, St.
Basil asked some of his people to bake loaves of bread within
which he hid their coins, jewelry, etc., and handed the bread
out to his flock. Miraculously, each loaf contained precisely
what each person had given. It is thus that the tradition of
“vasilopita” started and continues all the way to our days.
Vasilopita (Greek: BaouhGmita, Vasilopita, literally: “St. Basil’'s
pie”) is a traditional New Year’s Day bread or cake (January 1
is also the Feast day of St. Basil). This custom exists in Greece
and many other areas in eastern Europe and the Balkans; the
cake often contains a hidden coin or trinket which gives new
year “blessings” to the receiver.

Trof
Apolytikion of St. Basil in the First Tone

Your voice resounded throughout the world that received your
word by which, in godly manner, you taught dogma, clarified
the nature of beings, and set in order the character of people.
Venerable father, Royal Priesthood, intercede to Christ God
to grant us great mercy.

I, too, will proclaim the greatness of this day: the Imma-
terial becomes incarnate, the Word is made flesh, the
invisible makes itself seen, the intangible can be touched,
the timeless has a beginning, the Son of God becomes the
Son of Man—]Jesus Christ, always the same, yesterday,
today and forever...

This is the solemnity we are celebrating today: the ar-
rival of God among us, so that we might go to God, or,
more precisely, return to Him... Revere the Nativity,
which releases you from the chains of evil. Honor this
tiny Bethlehem, which restores Paradise to you. Venerate
this crib; because of it, you, who were deprived of mean-
ing (logos), are fed by the divine Meaning: the divine
Logos Himself.

St. Gregory the Theologian
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THE LITTLE THINGS IN LIFE
By St. John Maximovitch.

St. John Maximovitch was well known for his remarkable faith
which he exemplified in his daily life, both as a shepherd as well as
an Orthodox Christian. Viadika John's constant attention to self
mortification had its root in the fear of God, which he possessed
in the tradition of the ancient Church and of Holy Russia.

The following incident, told by O. Skopichenko and confirmed
by many from Shanghai, well illustrates his daring, unshakable
Jaith in Christ.

A Mrs. Menshikova was bitten by a mad dog. The injections
against rabies she either refused to take or took carelessly. ... And
then she came down with this terrible disease. Bishop John found
out about it and came to the dying woman. He gave her Holy
Communion, but just then she began having one of the fits of this
disease; she began to foam at the mouth, and at the same time
she spit out the Holy Gifts which she had
Jjust received. The Holy Sacrament cannot
be thrown out. And Viadika picked up and
put in his mouth the Holy Gifis vomited by
the sick woman. Those who were with him
exclaimed: ‘Viadika, what are you doing!
Rabies is terribly contagious! ‘But Viadika
peacefully answered: ‘Nothing will happen;
these are the Holy Gifis.” And indeed noth-
ing did happen.”

The present article exemplifies the depth of
simplicity in his faith as well as the man-
ner by which he guided his flock while he

was with us.
1

D 1 any people believe that to live ac-
cording to the faith and to fulfill

the will of God is very difficult. Actually,
it is very easy. One needs only attend to
details, to trifles, and try to avoid evil in the slightest and most
trivial things. This is the simplest and surest way to enter the
world of the spirit and draw near to God.

A man often thinks that the Creator demands great things
of him, that the Gospel insists on complete self-sacrifice, the
abolition of one’s personhood, etc., as a condition of faith.
A man is so frightened by this that he begins to be afraid of
becoming acquainted with God, of drawing near to God,
and hides himself from God, not even wishing to look into
God’s Word. “If I can’t do anything important for God, then
I'd just better stay away from things spiritual, stop thinking
about eternity, and live ‘in a normal way’.”

There exists, at the entrance to the spiritual realm, a “hyp-
nosis of great deeds:” one must either do some big thing or
do nothing. And so people do nothing at all for God or for

their souls! It is very strange—the more a man is devoted

to the little things of life, the less he wishes to be honest
or pure or faithful to God in those same little things. And,
moreover, each one must adopt a correct attitude toward
little things if one wishes to come near to the kingdom of
heaven.

“Wishes to come near”... In this is summed up all the dif-
ficulties of the religious life. Often one wishes to enter into the
kingdom of heaven quite unexpectedly, in some miraculous
and magical way, or, by right—through some kind of great
feat. But neither the one nor the other is the right way to
find the higher world.

One does not enter God’s presence in some wondrous
manner while remaining indifferent on earth to the needs
of the kingdom of God and its bright eternity, nor can one
purchase the treasures of the kingdom of God by some
kind of eternal act, however great that act might be. Yet
good deeds, holy deeds are necessary for one to grow into a
higher life, a bright will, a good desire,
a heavenly psychology, a heart that is
both pure and fair.

Verily, verily I say unto you that whosoever
offers one of the least of these but a cup
of cold water, in the name of a disciple,
shall not lose his reward. In this saying
of the Lord is the highest expression of
the smallness of the good. A glass of wa-
ter—this is not much...

In every communication between peo-
ple there must without fail be a good
spirit. This spirit is Christ, openly mani-
fest or hidden.

In the name of a disciple—this is the
first step in communicating with another
person in the name of Jesus Christ Him-
self. Many people, not as yet knowing
the Lord and the wondrous fellowship
in His Name still have among themselves an unselfish, pure
and human fellowship which brings them ever closer to the
Spirit of Christ.

As a matter of fact, the lesser good is more necessary for
mankind than the greater. People can get along with their
lives without the greater good; without the lesser they can
not exist. Mankind perishes not from a lack of the greater
good, but from an insufficiency of just this lesser good. The
greater good is no more than a roof, erected on the brick
walls of the lesser good.

The lesser, easier good was left on this earth for man by
the Creator Himself, who took all the greater good upon
Himself. Whosoever does the lesser, the same creates—and
through him the Creator Himself creates—the greater good.
Of our little good the Creator makes His Own great good.
For as our Lord is the Creator who formed all things from
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nothingness, so is He more able to create the greater good
from the lesser.

Through such lesser, easy work, done with the greatest sim-
plicity, a man is accustomed to the good and begins to serve
it with his whole heart, sincerely, and in this way enters into
an atmosphere of good, lets down the roots of his life into
new soil, the soil of the good. The roots of human life quickly
accommodate themselves to this good earth, and soon cannot
live without it. Thus is a man saved: from the small comes
the great. Faithful in little things turns out to be faithful in
the greater.

Lay aside all theoretical considerations that it is forbidden to
slaughter millions, women, children, and elderly; be content
to manifest your moral sense by in no way killing the human
dignity of your neighbor, neither by word, nor by innuendo,
nor by gesture.

Do not be angry over trifles against your brother vainly (Mt
5:22) or in the daily contacts of life speak untruth to your
neighbor. These are trifles, small change, of no account; but
just try to do this and you will see what comes of it.

It is hard to pray at night. But try in the morning. If you
can’t manage to pray at home than at least as you ride to
your place of employment attempt with a clear head the
Our Father and let the words of this short prayer resound
in your heart. And at night commend yourself with com-
plete sincerity into the hands of the Heavenly Father. This
indeed is very easy.

And give, give a glass of cold water to everyone who has
need of it; give a glass filled to the brim with simple human
companionship to everyone that lack it, the very simplest
companionship,

O wondrous path of little things, I sing thee a hymn! Sur-
round yourselves, O people, gird up yourselves with little
works of good—with a chain of little, simple, easy and good
feelings which cost us naught, a chain of bright thoughts,
words and deeds. Let us abandon the big and the difficult.

That is for them that love it and not for us for whom the

Lord in His Mercy, for us who have not yet learned to love
the greater, has poured forth the lesser love everywhere, free
as water and air.

R A NS
. theuncreated <
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ORTHODOX CHRISTMAS SERVICES

By Rev. Alexander Schmemann, from “The Services of Christmas,”
published by the Orthodox Church in America.

The Nativity Cycle

As Orthodox Christians, we begin the celebration of the
Nativity of Christ (December 25) with a time of prepara-
tion. Forty days before the feast of the birth of Our Lord we
enter the period of the Christmas Fast, to purify both soul
and body to enter properly into and partake of the great
spiritual reality of Christ's Coming,.

This fasting season does not constitute the intense liturgi-
cal season that is characteristic of Great Lent; rather, the
Christmas Lent is more of an “ascetical” rather than a “litur-
gical” nature. Nevertheless, the Christmas fasting season is
reflected in the life of the Church in a number of liturgical
notes that announce the coming feast.

Within the forty days preparation the theme of the ap-
proaching Nativity is introduced in the services and liturgical
commemorations, little by little. If the beginning of the fast
on November 15™ is not liturgically marked by any hymn,
five days later, on the eve of the Feast of the Entrance of the
Theotokos into the Temple, we hear the first announcement
from the nine “Irmoi” of the Christmas Canon:

“Christ is born, glorify Him!”

With these words something changes in our life, in the very
air we breathe, in the entire mood of the Church’s life. It is
as if we perceive far, far away, the first light of the greatest
possible joy—the coming of God into His world! Thus the
Church announces the coming of Christ, the Incarnation
of God, His entrance into the world for its salvation.

Then, on the two Sundays preceding Christmas, the
Church commemorates the Forefathers and the Fathers: the
prophets and the Saints of the Old Testament who prepared
that coming, who made history itself into the expectation,
the waiting for, the salvation and reconciliation of mankind
with God.

Finally, on December 20, the church begins the Forefeast
of the Nativity, whose liturgical structure is similar to the
Holy week preceding Pascha—for the birth of the Son of
God as child is the beginning of the saving ministry which
will lead Him, for the sake of our salvation, to the ultimate
sacrifice of the Cross.

The Eve of the Nativity
The liturgical services of December 24, the Eve of the
Nativity, are:

* The Hours

* Vespers, and

* The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.

Coming at the end of the Forefeast, and indeed of the
entire “Advent,” the Hours summarize all the themes of the
feast and make them into a last and solemn announcement.
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In the special Psalms, hymns and biblical readings prescribed
for each hour, the joy and power of Christ’s Coming are
proclaimed. It is one last meditation on the cosmical mean-
ing of the Nativity, on the decisive and radical change it
performed in the entire creation.

Vespers, which usually follows the Hours, inaugurates the
celebration of the feast itself, for, as we know, the liturgical
day begins in the evening. The tone of this celebration is
given by the five stichera on Lord, I call.... What they really
are is an explosion of joy for the gift of Christ’s Incarnation
which is now fulfilled! Eight biblical readings show that
Christ is the fulfillment of all prophecies, that His Kingdom
is the Kingdom of a// ages, that all human history finds its
meaning in it, and the entire cosmos its centre.

The Liturgy of St. Basil which follows Vespers was in the
past the baptismal liturgy at which catechumens were bap-
tized, chrismated and integrated into the Church, the Body
of Christ. The double joy of the feast, for the newly-bap-
tized and other members of the Church, is reflected in the
prokeimenon of the day:

The Lord said to me: Thou art my son, this day have I begotten
Thee. Ask of me, and I shall give Thee the nations for Thine
inheritance, and the ends of the earth as Thy possession.

Then, at the end of the Liturgy, the celebrant, taking a
lighted candle to the very centre of the Church, and sur-
rounded by the entire congregation, intones the Troparion
and kontakion of the feast:

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,

Has shone to the world the light of wisdom.

For by it, those who worshipped the stars

Were taught by a star to adore Thee,

The Sun of Righteousness,

And to know Thee, the Orient from on high.

O Lord, glory to Thee!

The Vigil and the Liturgy

Since Vespers of the feast already have been celebrated, the
Vigil begins with Great Compline and the joyful proclama-
tion from Isaiah “God is with us!” The order of Matins is
that of a great feast. Now, for the first time, the full Canon
“Christ is born,” one of the most beautiful canons in Or-
thodox worship, is sung while the faithful venerate the icon
of Christ’s Nativity. The Praises follow, summarizing the joy
and themes of the entire feast:

Make glad, O you righteous!

Greatly rejoice, O heavens!

Dance for joy, O mountains; for Christ is born!

The virgin has become like the cherubic throne.

She carries at her bosom God the Word, made flesh.

Shepherds glorify the newborn child.

Wise men offer the master gifts.

Angels praise Him and sing:

O Lord, past understanding, glory ro Thee!

Concluding the celebration of the Nativity of Christ is
the Liturgy of the day itself with its festal antiphons pro-
claiming:

The Lord will send Thee the scepter of power from Zion: Rule
in the midst of Thine enemies. With Thee is dominion on the
day of Thy birth, in the radiance of holiness.

The Post-Feast

On the second day of the feast, the Synaxis of the Theoto-
kos is celebrated. Combining the hymns of the Nativity with
those celebrating the Mother of God, the Church points to
Mary as the one through whom the Incarnation was made
possible. His humanity—concretely and historically—is
the humanity He received from Mary. His Body is, first of
all, her body, His life is her life. This feast, the assembly in
honour of the Theotokos, is probably the most ancient feast
of Mary in the Christian tradition, the very beginning of
her veneration by the Church.

Six days of post-feast bring the Christmas season to a
close on December 31%%. At the services of all these days,
the Church repeats the hymns and songs glorifying Christ’s
Incarnation, reminding us that the source and the founda-
tion of our salvation is only to be found in the One who,
as God before the ages, came into this world and for our
sake was born as a little Child.

ON THE GREAT MYSTERY OF THE
MOTHERHOOD OF OUR PANAGHIA

he Lord entered into her and became a servant; He,
Who is the Word, entered and became silent within her;
thunder entered her, and made no sound; there entered the
Shepherd of all, and—in her—He became the Lamb... The
mighty One entered, and put on insecurity in her womb;
the Provisioner of all entered, and experienced hunger; He,
Who gives drink to all, entered, and experienced thirst.
Naked and stripped there came forth from her He, Who
clothes all! Praise be to Thee, to Whom all things are easy;
for Thou art almighty.
f'she could carry Thee, it is because Thou, the great Moun-
tain, hast lightened Thy weight; if she feeds Thee, it is
because Thou hast taken on hunger; if she gives Thee her
breast, it is because Thou, of Thine own will, hast thirsted; if
she caresses Thee, it is because Thou, Who art the fiery coal
of mercy, hast preserved her bosom unharmed. ... Whoever
saw a child, who beholdeth every place? His look is like
One Who orders all creatures that are above and that are
below.”

St. Ephraim the Syrian
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MUOTﬁQLO E€vov, Aével 6 “Yuvnddg, ™ I'Evvnon
0D XQL0TOD, TO VO YeEVVNOT o0V dvBpwmog, Gyt
HAVEVOS TTEOPNTNS, 0L ravEVOS Ayyehog, AAAO O TOL0g
6 Oedc! 'O dvBpmwmog, Bt pmogotoe vo pHdaoeL ot wio
tétoia wioty; Ol pLAdoopol ®al ol GALOL TETQATEQMTOL
omovdaouévol, Htave duvato vo maadeybodv Eva
TE€TOL0 TEAYUQ; ATO TV ®QLoAQa THS AOYIXTC TOVS OEV
UroQoVoe Vi TEQAOEL 1) TOQUULROT YPEVTIA, Ol EVa
T€T010 «TEQUTOAGYNUa»! O TTvBaydpag, 6 "Euredoniic
%L GAAOL T€TOLoL Bavuatovpyol, mOV fTave xrol
omtovdaioL PLAGCOQOL, OF UITOQECUVE VO TOVS XAVOUVE
VoL TLOTEYOUVE RATOLAL TTQAYILOLTOL TTOAD TTLOTEVTAL, %Ol OO
motevave Eva €tolo tepatohdynua; ' avto 6 Xouotog
vevviOnxe dvdueoa og Amrhovg AvOR®TOVS, AVAUESH
o0& ArovieevTovg Toomdvndeg, uéoa. -

o€ uio omnALd, wEoa 0To Ty Vi, TOU
ToYyave T PAdLa.

Kavévag dev 1ov mtijpe etdnom, uéoo
o€ EXETVOV TOV ALTEQUVTO ROOWUO, TTOV
¢Eovoldlave ol Popaiot, yuo totto
eiye el 6 mpoHINe I'ededv, mog
00 natéPalve Hovya otov ®OoUO,
Onwg xatefaivel | QOO ATAVW
010 urovumovxtL ToU Aovhovdiod,
«MG VETOG &ML MOROV». AvAueoo
ot TO0eC UVELAOES VEOYEVVNTA
wadLd, ToLog VoL wdeeL IONON TO
TLO TTWYO ATO TO TTWYC, EXETVO
mo® yevvnOnuxe 8yl o€ nalipL, &y
ot o1poUY®a, AAA OF niol oTALG;
Kot ®elvn E€vn, yiati TV €iyove ot
ToouTavaEEoL Vo 0Ttalldlovve T
TEopatd Tove.

To «UmepeEalolov ®al QOLUTOV WVOTHELO» TG
l'evvioeme 100 XpLoto® €yLve TOV ®ROLQO TOU
Baolheve €vac novayd adtorpdtoQws AmTAvVw OTY
v, 6 Atyovotog, 6 adviplog 1ot Kaloapa, Uotepa
Ao ueYAAN TOQOYY ROl aipaToyvota dVAUESH OTOV
AvVTOVIo Gt T uia neptd, »otl otov Bpotto xal tov
Kaoowo amo thv dAAn. Tote yevviOnre #i 6 €vag nat
LOVOYOS TVEVUATIXOC Pactildg, 6 XoLotdc. K™ avto
T0 Aéyel N mowjtora Kaoowavy oto d0Eaotivd mov
ovvBeoe, xal wov 10 YPEAVouve rato tov ‘Eomepvo
TV XELOTOVYEVVOV: ADY0UTTOU HOVaAQY1oaVTOog €l
tijs yils, 7] ;oAvagyia t1édv dvlgorwv éxavoarto. Kai
Yot évavloomijoavrog éx tijg ayviis 7] moAvOeia @V
EL0OAOY xatioyntat. ‘'Yro uiav faciieiav éyxoouiov
ai woietg yeyévnvrar. Kai eig puiav deomoteiav
Ocotnrog ta E0vn émiotevoav...

Th T'évvnon tod Xpuotod v meoenTéPave ol
noopftec. IModtoc &m’ 6Aovg THV TEOPNTEYE O
moteLd s Taxndp, ™ uéoa mov eVAGYNoE TOVS dWdER
viove Tov, nal eite 0tov Tovda 6&v O Aeiyer doyovrag
amo tov Tovda pijte faoiiiag awod 1o aipd Tov, Hg TOV
vi EAOeL éxeivog, yia 1OV 6moiov eival yooueEvo v
Paotievel @rdv’ am’ 6Aovg, xL aVTOV TOV TEQLUEVOVVE
oAa T E0v. "Qc TOV %O OV YeVVION®E 6 XO10TOC,
ot ‘Tovdaiot, to yévog tol Tovda, elyave doyovTes,
ONAadN ®OLTES ROl BOYLEQETS, TTOV HTOLVE %™ OL TTOALTLROL
AEyoVvVTES Tovs. AAAL TOTE YL TEATY QOEO £YLve
doyovrac thc Tovdaiag 6 Howdng, mol fitave €0vinodg
%ol EPake GoyLeQéa TOV AVAVIAOV «BALOYEVY», VD Ol
aoyLepeic eiyave mavra untépa Tovdaia. Televtaiog
Tovdatog doylepevg otabNnre 6 “Yoravoe.

Kal ol dAhot mpogphteg mpogntépave t I'Evvnon
100 XoLotod, mpordvimv 6 ‘Hoatac. Th T'évvnon 1o

' X010 ) Aéve ol DuvmdoL (70 meod
aidvev amoxoupov xal Ayyeiolg
AyvoOoTov HUoTioLov), Kot To
| AOywa tov TTavhov ol yodgel:
. Enoi 1@ éAaylototéQm mavrov
- T@V ayiov £600n 1 ydois avTi
v toig éO0veov gvayyelioaobal
Tov aveSiyviaotov wiovtov ToU
Xototot xai @orioar mdvrag
tig 1] oixovouia tTo¥ pvorngiov
TOV GTOXEXQUUUEVOV GO THV
aiovev év e Oed, Th Ta TAVTOQ
xtioavnt 6wa Inoot Xgiotod, iva
YvooLo0i) viv tais aoxais xal taig
éEovoialg év toig émovoaviols dLa
tilg éxxinoias 1 moAvmwoixidog
oogia tod Ocod. CEgeo. 3:8-10).
‘O andotorog [Tathog Aéyel, mmg
aVTO TO LVOTNELO OEV TO YVWEICave

©0B0Q Ol UE ooVeELD 0TUTE Ol “Ayyelot, YU aDTO O

aoxdyyehoc Tafoiih ue toépo o eime othv Hovayio.
Kot otovg Kohaooagis yodgovtag 6 0edyAwooog
IMadAog, Aéyer: To uvoTijoLoy T0 GTOXEXQUUUEVOY GTTO
TGV AlOVOV %0l ATTO TOV YEVEGY, YUVI éQavepdln toig
aytois avTo, oig OAN0E 6 Ocodg yvwoioar Tig 6 wAoiTog,
Tijs 00Eng 10U pvornoiov rovrtov év toig éBveorv, og
éoti XoLotog év nuiv 1) éAmig tils 005ns. Afyel, mdg
PaVEQMON®E 00 TO TO WO TNHELO 0TOVE By loVg, TOV BEANOE
0 Be0g vou TO uabovve, ®ral avTol Bt 10 diddorave OTO
£0vn); 0ToVC EI0MAOLMATOES, TTOV TTEOOKRVVOVCTOLVE YLt OE0VC
TETEES nOll LHOL ®Ol OLApoEa. AALOL ®TIoUATCL.
‘EEaxdoia yodvia mpd Xpwotod 6 faociieve Nafov-
¥080VE000 €10€ 0TO FVELRS TOV, TS POEONHE UTEOOTE
Tov €va Bedpato ofepd Ayalua, xoumMUEVO &To
XOVoaQL, aofjut, ydAxmuo, otdepo nat oeviépl. Ki
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GEagva, €vag fodyos Eexdlinoe &mo Eva fouvo %ol
XTUTTNOE TO Ayolua ®oi térove orovr. Kot onradnxe
Evac duvaTog AVELOC ®al OXOQTLOE TH OXAOV, Rl OEV
amouewve timota. ‘O Pfpdyog Sumwe OV TOAXLOE TO
ayoluo Eywve Eva neydio Pouva, xot oxémaoce SAn ™
. Téte 6 Paoihec pdvage TOV TEoERTn Aavinh ®al
thtnoe va tod EENyNoeL TO GVELQO.

Ki 6 Aavinh 10 £€Enynoe notalentds, AEYOVTOS TS
0 dudpopa népn toh dydiuatog ftave ol dLapoEg
Baoiheleg, mov OO TeEVOUOUVE ATTO TOV KOOUO VOTEQQ
amo 10V Nafouyodovioopa: ®al Twes 0T0 TEA0S 6 Oedg
0 dvootnoel xamoia faotielo Tov B ratalioel Gheg
Tic Paotheieg, mwe 6 Podiyog mob elye ST 0TO EvUmVid
TOV £E0LPAVLOE TO AYaAUd UE TO TOAAL OVOTATLIXA TOV:
Kai év tais quéoatg t1@v faoeiéwv éxeivov, GvaoTioeL
0 O¢eog toD 0voavol PaotAeiav, fitig €ig ToVs aidvag
00 dtagplapnoetat, xamolo Pacilelo, Aéyet, mov dgv O
RATOAVOET TOTE OTOVS ALl VES TOV Al VY.

AV 1) Baoihela 1) aidvia, 1) EpdaoTn, etval f faocileio
toU Xp1010D, N faciheio THE AYATNC OTIC YUYES TOV
avhowmmwv %ol dpVOnxre ug v ayia 'Evvnon tod
Kvpiov mov yoptdlovue ofjueon. Kal émeldy eival
tétota Paotheia, yu adTd O glval oidvia, YU avTo StV
0o yaldoel moTé, Smmg yiveTtal ug Tic dAAeg Emiyeleg »ol
VArec Paoiietec. “Omme 6 Podyog ueydrlmwve ®i €yive
Gpoc uEya ®oll orEmaoe T Y1), ETOL ROl TO ®¥NOVYUA TOT
Edayyehiov EamhwOnre o GAn TV 0iXOVUEVY, UE TO
xNovyuo tv Arootolwv: Eig mdoav tipv yijv €5ijAOev
0 @Ooyyos avTdV, %al €ig Ta WEQATA TTjg 0iXOVUEVTS
Ta onuata avTdv.

Qote Pynre dinOuwvi) M apyoldteen mEopnteia
toD Taxdp, mheg oav mayer N €yndoula €Eovoia
tov Tovdaiwv, O EpBeL 0TOV ®OOUO ERETVOC TOV
TEOO0QIoTN®E, 1) TQOTdOKIa TAV EOVHV.

Znueiwoe g ol ‘EPfpaiol miotevave w1 QUAY Tovg
wovéya NTav Broynuévn, xal e 6 Oedc pEdvILLe
Hovayo yu avty, ®ol tms ol dAhol Aaol, «to EBvn»,
NTAY RATOQAUEVA KO LOAVOREVQ %L AVAELD VO dEYTODY
™ pdTIoN 10D O0d. AoLOV €ivol TapdEevo v
wAd 1 woognteio to® Taxmdp yur T €0vr, YL Tovg
eldwAoAdtoec OO mepuuévouy tov Meooio vou Tovg
OMWOEL XOL WAALOTO VO U} AEEL ROV TS TOV BLVAUEVOUEVO
Swthoa Tov mepuuévave ol Tovdaiol nall ug to €0vn,
Ao vou Aéel T TOV TEQLUEVAVE LOVAYQ Ol EBvixO(:
xal aUTOg TEoodoxia EOVDv.

“Onweg %t &ywve. Tati, ™) Paocirelo mov dovoe 6
XQLoTOC 0TOV %G00, T Oeuelimoay ugv ol AwdoTOAOL,
oV Nrav Tovdaiot, BALL TV EamA®OOVE %Ol TV
OTEQEDOUVE UE TOVC BLYMVEC TOUC KOl UE TO Qe TOVC
ol dAAec puAEe, «Th EOVI.

Elvai 6A6teha rotavénto, ywr 1o wveduo pog, to
0tL notéfnre 6 Oeog avaueod pnog ooy EvOpwmTog

oVVNOLOUEVOC RAl WAAOTA OOV O PTWYOTEQOS GLITO
TOVC PTWYoVS. ADTY T naxpobuvuio wovdayo Gyieg
YUyEC elval ot Bom v T VIDoOUVE BANOWVE, Rl Vi
nAdPovve &md RATAVUEN.

Kdamowot, @ Ao avta wov eimoue, Ogv 00 viddoovue
T{moTa Ao 10 MuoTioLo, mov YLopTdlovue. X avTovg,
gy 6 TLoTéVviog, 08 WToE®d VoL TA TimoTta. Movayo
0o Tovg Bupiom To avoTNE AdYLa TOV YOAPEL OTHV
€motoA] tov 6 Ayroc Twavvne 6 Evayyehiotng O
ayoamnuévog nadnthe tod Xptotod, U O BepudTaTtog
unovrag g dydnng Iav avetua, 6 6poioyei Incovv
Xototov év oapxt éAnAvOorta, éx tot OcoD éoti. Kal
wav avevua, 0 ui) opoioyei Inootv XoLotov év oaoxi
éANAvO0Ta, éx TOD G0l 0Vx é0Tiv. OUTOS é0TIV
avriyototog!

Tb BaLOHGTEQO TOAYIAL ELVALL VO XOOTODUE TAVTOTE
™V Enlyvmon The AVETAQKRELAS WOC EVATIOV TOD
Beo®. Tdte umaivovue oe dLoxri) Voo AVAUESH 0TV
avtopeu o »oll TV &yamn tot XeLotol, Th LeTA VoL
%ol TV EATTtiOa 0T0 Eheoc TOD BeoD. Ao T wio TAEVQO
Cotue oty 60UV, YLoTl EU0LOTE TOOO UOXQLOL ALTTO TOV
®ed oV ayamaue. Ao v AAAN, avTh 1| 6dUvVN %ol
avTh 1 Gydmn €veQyoUv oV E0MWTEQLXY PWTLA, TOU
uac w00V e dvvaun TEog Tov Od.

‘H &vtaomn avtn Pofre TV «TOUMTEQM» EXRPOOON
™S 0Tt0 AOyo ToD XELotod TEOg TOV ['épovta
2Zhovavo: Kodtel tov vo oov gig Tov Gonv, xal ui)
aneAixiZovv. O Aoyog 00TOS WTOQET VO TOOXAAECEL
@Ofo, Poinn ®ol TaAVIXO AAAO OEV mEEmEL VO Wag
ovvtoifel. Amotehel th Ogueliddn doxh thHe €v

Xowot® Lofs nac.
I'épovtog Zw@eoviog Xaydoo
«Ilegt Ilvevuarog xoi Zoijs»

IHopoxaloDue TOVS AVAYVAOTES LOS VO M)
Anopovovv thv magafolri) Tijg EToLag cvvOQouilg
TEOG ®AAVYN T®V OYETIRDV EEGOWV YL TV Exd00ON
10D TaEOVTOoS PUALAdiov. 'Exiong, 6oot Egovv thv
oixovouxi) eVy€QeLa, dg ovvopdpovv, av 0€hovy,
OTAV TOELVT] TEOOTAOELd pag ATOTTEAAOVTAGS RATL
TEQLOGOTEQO GO THV ETNjoL0 cLVVOQOUT) TV 24
d0ALOQIOV TEOG EVioyvan Tils GdEApOTNTAS
«"0otog [Howpiv».
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'Oveipov  AAegavbpou Mamadiaudvrn,
AuioBou lepoydATou

N. A. Tpiavrapvidoroviov, piloldyov kai vrsvdvvov dia TV
KPLTIKT) KOO0 TAV «Amaviavy to0 AX. Ilamadwopdven.

Ax0 1ov’Exdorn: O nvoe-AréEavdoos Ilamadiapndvrng
(4 Magtiov 1851 - 3 Tavovagiov 1911) ftav xoovgaios
“EAAnvas Aoyot€xvns, émovoualouevos 0 «Aytog
TOV EAAYVIRGY Yoouudtov». Eig 10 magov dujynua,
0 OVYYQOQEVS TAQOVOLALEL WEQLKES TTLYUES A0 TiG
teAevtaies Moes Tils Ewilg ToD xve-ALeEavigov: O yépwv
tijs ZnidBov oxedrdiel to teAevtaio tov duynua, Aiyo
TEOTOD AMOONUNOEL, TAQAUOVES TRV POTOV...

T 7 F
¢ ALEEavdpoc TTamadio-
UAvVING viog 10D lep€mg
Adouavtiov "Eupoavound, dim-
YNUATOYQAPOS ®OLL LEQOPAATNG,
MVELREVON TV vixrTO ThHS 29
tpog 3" Tavovapiov 1911, eic
™V Zxiabov, 6t ebpilonreTo ig
Tog ABNvag, Ehafe Ot onueimuo
to® BA. Toafowniidov, utg to
omotov O Otevbuvvihe ¢
«AxQOTOAEWS» TOV EnAAEL VO TEQAON TO TAYXVTEQOYV
amo to yoogeia Thg Eépnuepidoc. Molovatt Eévonoev
OTL émpdneLto megl vabéoems égyaaiog, »al LOLOVOTL
1 oinovouxy Tov xatdotaolc Tay EAlo i) &vOno NTo,
£dvopopnoey ELapodc, Exaue POAOY TO onueimuo ®ol
1O ®aTémey, AAL’ N voTdTooIg Vpgev 60VVNEA" @S
%ol NOYNON TéTE VO Elyev OAyoV Yo

Aigviding érapovoldodn 6 gihog tov Nippdvac,
60T1g ToD €TELVE TOTNELOV YAAAXRTOC AEYMV:

—AMEEAVOQE, TOOOV ROLEOV EMUEVD OTL, E0V ETTLVEC
TOXTIXAOTEQN YAAQ, OO DpereToO TOAD, AAN €0V Ug
TETOUO LoV AVTITAOCELS TV Ao QA YQUTTOV THONOLV
TS YNOTElOG ZNUEQD, OUMES, NUTOQEIS AVEVOYMS VI
notaliong, ©od’ 6Tl dtaviouev T0 AmOERANUEQO.

‘O ALEEavOpog Ehafe TtO motriplov, &AL Gtav to
Epepev gic T yelhn tov demiotwoev 6TL TEQLETYE
dudhvpa &oféotov, TavToYESVIS Ot £1dev BTl O
Nippdvag diehveto mg ramvdg! Tod Ayrtdgel fovlal,
malyvia toh BeehlefoUh!

Tovto 1OV EVEBadev gic TV VoY lav GTL EvOexouEvme
%ol 6 Tafouniidng 1Behe v tov Ay eic mewpaoudy.
"EvOuunn 611 mpo £1dv toU ETRTnoeV AovoTOAmS VO
netToped.on, MeyoloBdouadidtino koA, TO TQUKTUR
the deEayouévng téte €v Ayyhia dinng Onhvmopemode
%ol AnOLGoTOV ovyyoapéme. Eiye nettn Bdelvyniog
&ovnof, arL’ €ic TV oVVTaRTMY THS «ARQOTSAEWC»
£0E THV evraLEloY, M EvAuLoe, v Tol ddo, dxnalpwe
noll OWEEAV, LdBnua LAoyoLoTloC Elm@V:

—Kvuvpie ALEEavVOEE, OtV %IvOUVEVETE VO PAVTTE
avtiyolotog, 6Tav AVIWETOTICETE UE TOONV BVETIERELOY
Tog advvauiag TV avoodmTmy;

Toouepmc €Eepdyn TOTE AVTOC RAL AVIATEOWOEY
EVTORWS TV dLdayqv, 100 EnoPe Ot v ralnuépay Emt
OAOnANEOV uijva St TO PAGOPNUOV «AVTIXOLOTOCY.

Ou ¢mfyave, hourdv, eig ovvavnowy 1ot F'afoimiidov,
ANV SUOE «XOVUTOUEVOCH.

Ko’ 600V e0p£01 &vTimpmEog TpOg TOV OCUUTATOLH TNV
ToV ACAEUN|TOOV, BOTIC TOV EXOLQETIOEY UE AxQUY
drayvTndTnTa ol uE tonv ageldtTnTa 10V Endleoe
v ®oBlowow gic mopaneiuevov LayapomhaoTelOV,
ovouaotov O tovg Aouvxouvuddec tov. EdéxOn
TV TESoxANoLY, €iofAbov gic TO naTdoTnuo %Ol
6 Aoleufitooc mapnyyethe dvd pepidoc. "Hoav
hovrouvuddeg EEailpetol kol TOVE ETiunoay OeGVTMG.
O Hoaradoudvtng émotiodn uéyxolg OVUXwv Ao TV
NovTNTA TV, 6ANV domua!

—EvUyaototd St To ®épaoua ug Exaues vo Ouunod
TV moteida, eimev eic TOV Aaleuijtoov.

—"Eyw Suwg €va mapdmovo, ATiVInoev, ArQoo-
douNTmg BALD ROl LETO OVOTOMIC EXETVOC

Oopvpnoeic 6 Tamadiaudving 1OV HEWOTNOEV AV
TUYOV TOD OQEIAEL YoNUATA %Ol TO EANOUOVNOEV
v megl a0toD mpdxertal, vo un dvnovyh, 0o Adpn
onfuea ®aAnv mapayyeliov nol mpoxatafoAnv, Oo
ToV £EoMion uéowe. [Tdoymy va 1oV melon HoBdveto
VO AVOTEUTOVTOL €% TOD oTopdy oV €ig TO oTOUN Ol
Aovrovuadeg mg yeDoLv yoAfC.

‘O &vBpwmog ovveoTaln £TL TEQLOOATEQOV, OTAV (™S
0 IMoamadiaudving éxfoe 1OV AVAOAOUOV TOV, £U0Q-
uvpLoev 611 0VOEmoTe £TUYE VO EYOUV YONUATIROC
docolag, xol e elye oxePOT) adTH To TEQL YOEOVC;
AN Moyiic fTov TO modmovs Tov, 8TL dnhady Thv
totoplav tod I'dvvn T MoBwviod, mov éyvpLoe &mo
™MV Auneounh) ®al Emavoeevdnxe T 0aoTIXd TOV, TO
Mehayom thc Kovumovptlivae, 6 nvp-AAMEEavVOQOC
™V €ixe Parer 0TO YaoTl, &AAL TV ISV Tov, dmToY
noL 0TOg ERaoaviodn mévte yoovia othv AAGorO %
ETVPAMOT, ®nal éméoToePe ot Zx1dbo Oaupatoveyn
Oepamevuévog, ATV AoLTOV THV EANOUOVNOEY.

’EEéppale 10 mapdmovov ug v ®e@aiiv ®atw
vevovoayv, xol 6 ITarwadiopudving uetduov tod vaevov-
utoev 8t 6 €E6dehgpSc Tov, 6 ANEXOC, €1XEV BLpnyNOT) gic
VepePdounrovto oeAIdC TOV VOOTOV TOV, doa &dirme
TORETOVETTO, ®LVOUVEVMYV 0UVTM VO BemEn0T) diydoLoToc.
‘O A0AEUNTOOC AROOATO TATEWVHC, EVTOVTOLS EVOE TO
Bdppoc v’ amavtnoy:

—"Eyeig 6{n10, nvp-AAEEAVOQE, AAALL OEV LToQd Vo
NV 1O TA* €0V OO THV EYQAPES VOOTIUMDTEQN. QROTA0O,
0% TOQAXOAD, VO UV ®AVNS AGY0 0TOV EEAOELPS oV
YO THY ROVBEVTO POS YLOTE VO TOV TTLRQAV®;.
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O IMoamadoudving Hobdven vmoywoodoav thv
mrEeoTNTA THS YeUoewg Ttov. «Idov &tL nmal O
Aoheuntoog ExeL, raBmg AEYovV, TEOTWNOELS Upough
gimev évdouvyme xol mopevdve drovio oifoewg
avepun &v T ®aedig Tov %ol NTO €l TV Arpy Vo
nOUTTAON «ANEXO, OF...», AAAO OVVIIADE TdpavTa %ol
avehoyioOn 1o dmootolnov: Ti Exets, 0 oOx EAafeg;
€i0E nal EAafes, i vavydooar og uiy Aapov;

“Etelve TV (€100 TOV TROS TOV AAEUNTOOV.

—Qoaiot ol hovrovudded Ou eind eic 1OV Mwoaitidnv
8t éxetvov f{0ehec VoL neQAONC, AALL OEV TOV EVOEC %Al
EMmEPeM|ONY EYD...

Amneywpiodnoav, xal 6 Iamadopdving Etdyvve 10
Bruc. “Otav £pbacey gic Ty «Axpdmohv», 6 TafoimAidng
TOV VedEYON uE TAAOTHV AYOVARTNOLY:

—AMEEaVOQE, eimev, &xdOnrav T udvimma; Ac
Enapveg €va, adel@é, %L 0 TO €xofémves eig Eué!
Bovliudlovue, ALEEaVOQE!

To® &vexoivinoev 6TL 1) EPMUEQLS
ELYE HATARAMVOOT &mO YeluaEEOV
gmiotoAdv €€ SAne tng ‘EAAGOOC
1oL TOV OUOYEVAOV THS AALOSUTTTC.
Aleno@TUQoVTOo Ol AvayvmoToL 0Lt
™V dmovoiov £0pTiov dinyRuatds
TOV €ig TO XOLOTOVYEVVLATIXOV %Ol
TOWTOYQOVLATIXOV UALOV %Ol
dreuvvov dtL av %ol N Exdooig
TV OoQaVElDY OTEQNTUL AT
drapavtirod denyiuatog, Ogv Ou
nydoealov v £pnuepida xal ag
®OATNOY 6 ®VOLOS dLEVOVVTING TOC
EMLOTEOQUC TAOV PUAA®MY dLaL VO
TUALYN TO TEOOPAYL TOV H) VO Y1ivy p€yyed

—Anodbg, AMEEavOpe, Eémépepe ue Pefracugévov
TS YEAWTA, AXOVC TA ATELMNTIRG OoitAUOTO TOD
avayvmotirot ovvdrdtov; Kaxrhv dnuoxpatiav
toUg EdL0GEauey, piltate, AAND TAQEAKREL TWOO TEOM
ovinTnoLg mepl tod GEloToV TMOV TOALTEVUATWY.
Aowrtdv, &pouev téoocapag Nuépag €mg ta PhTa,
poovTioe, AAEEavdpe TV [Tapauovhy 10 i, Vi nod
TaEadDoNE TO O YNUCL.

—Modvov av érnnyawva othv Zxiabov, vméhafev
0 IMomadiaudving 6o numopovoa, Towg, vo TO
YOaY .

—Aoumdv, Tt meguuévels, Epouyxndn 6 T'afowniidne.
NoavAdvo TAoTov ®ol AToTALELS €I TOETS HOAC, WOALS
@Odong otpwveoal 0TO YOAYLWo, oUte KEQPAAL OU
onrawons, AMEEaVOE, 0Ute vepOd O Tific, oTUte AEELY Ot
amevdvvne eig GALoV ol TV [Tapauoviyv TnAeyoopeic
TO O yNUOL.

—AMO EVOEyeTOL AOY® TOD %OLQOT VO Ul AELTOVQ YA
T TMAEYoLPLAY) Yoo, Elrtev 6 AAEEavdpOC.

—Tote mhéeig eic Xalxido noll TnAeyoapeic Exelbey,
%ol OEV B varyweEic eig ToElc Mpag AL Too duéome,
7ol MGPe O Hjuov thHe duoPiic, eimev év EEQyeL 6
ToapomAidng nal tod éveyelploe pAaxelOV.

Avdpmaotol rotépnoayv gic Iewpard, 6 Tapoimiidng
gvavlmoe tayvmlovy, 6 ITaradioudving Emefpaodn,
xol to oxdgog dmémievoev. ‘Ex melouatog 1o
mholdpyov &tV eiofihbov gig Tov Evfoirdv, 1ot 6moiov
6 SLATAOVC EIVOLL HOTOPAVAHS OMYSTEQOV TOLHVILDING
ano v Bolaocoiov 086V, thv dwr 10D Alyaiov.
Avelriotog énépaocay to Emxrivovva 100 Kagnoémg
avev 1oV ®Y xAMOMVLIOUW®DV, AEYOTEQN BUMC O RALQOC
NOYLOE VO YELQOTEQEUN %ol Gty TAEOV TEOOTYYLLaY €ig
™V Sxvpov fro EBL pnovays, 0Ghacoo xauét!

‘O nametdviog Nyrveofoinoe oteg Toeic Mmodxec,
TOV AoparéoTatov Auéva ThHg Yoo, xat EdNAmoey OTL
eV mpdxeLTaL «vOL oNU@oN Ayrvoay, av dgv EavolEn».
Eicudmyv diepapotvonon 6 Ioxadioaudving Aéymv dTL
1O mhoTov elyev 4doMe vavhwoi nal
0 mholayoc deeLhe vou xaun vouo-
T00T0, HOTE ALUPLOV, TO PRadVTEQOY,
Vo, €VQIoRMWVTAL €I THV ZxLd0ov.
‘Exelvoc dvtétervev OtL xouunio
vavhmotg dev gival DmepTéoa THC
omtnelog 10D orndgovg, ®ol g Uy
Aouovi 6tu 6 1dLog Eyet meprypdPeL
eic Oynua tov apapiog dvayroaiog
TEOC ATOPUYNV RATAUTOVTLOUOD
O%APOVS RO PUYDV.

O I[Mamadioudveng éxheliodn gig tov
: Ga)»am’axov tov. "H10 1) TeTd0 TN TR0
" Thic €0pTic Muépa. EEdmlwoey el
TNV HOVRETAY TOV ROl E0VANOY(CETO OTL, AV OEV «EmeTe
0 naLEOC» ExLVOUVEVE VO Uil YOdym TO dtfynua »al, TO
YELROTEQOV, VO XG.oN TOC “Qpoug TV Ogogpaviny. AM Gv
EvEdmoev eic Ty mapdAoyov draitnow tod F'afomhidov,
TO Erauev Emi T4 tpoodoxig Thic AxolovBiog TV ‘Qodv
&v ™ moooglhéotaty viow. Oy, dev Bo énétpemey O
Be0g v Ul T0g CUUWYPAAY UE TOV ®Ve-AleEavdpiv, TOV
PYartmy 100 voot tov Toudv Tepaoydv!

“Hoyloe vo. aioBdvetal B€ouny, xol pixgov olyog tov
demépaoey. 'Eorendaodn ®ah®dc nol Eoxénteto mAfov
011 M éomevouévn dvaydonolg dev 1ol EméToee Vo
unvoon eic tov EEadehgpov AhErov vou un Aeiym Exeivog
n0v dmo tov Ayiov "EMocatov. AM évepaviodn
t01e SUhog EVoQLTOV ®al, ®VElme, EVoQLTIoo®MY TOD
vabdplov, ol Omotol Empdfarayv TV amaitnow v
EmoTEéYn O var PaAn adtoc tog “Qoac. AAlwc,
nrethovy, O ExnAnordlovto aAhoD.

Tovg évovBEtnoe nal ToVS EEDEHRLOE VO U EXTTELRALWOL
Kvplov tov Gedv twv, gig T BeTa OEV ymeoUv éxpraouot,
%ol TOS YTOV SuvaTov v e0edH TaAwy eic AOqvac dvev



Vol. 08, Issue 11-12

Page 17

Orthodox Heritage

Bavpartog; AmedeiyBnoav SUme «ByvoLoTa REPAALO»,
nol Exeivog, Ol vou un ®ohaoBmdoly, AveEPn eic TO
ROTAOTOWUA KAl €00 O gig TV BGAacoaY. ZVVTOVIS
noAVuPaOV Epbaocev aiotmg eig ITelpald »al éxeibev
avihAOe duaPooyoc eic ABNvac »at elofibev gic Tov
OaAmepOV vaiorov, ®ad’ fiv oty 6 torteEddelgdc
ToV NToWaleto vou YPaiy to €Ealolov xal dOdvatov
AoEaotixov thc Evatng "Qoac. Oempdv Suwmc,
avev énmAMEemg, eioepyouevov Tov rataotdlovta
IMoamadioud vty To0 AEyel pUOLROTATO:

—AMEaVOQE, 10OV 0oV TO AOEAOTIROV!

"Ho0avOn gowicowy evgpooovvne xal éEvmvnoe ol
g¢vonoev O0tL dev B mpolhdpn tog Qoag TV PhTWYV.
"H a8ehii Tov Kvpatoovra, mob eiye TV £yvola Tov,
TOV W TNOEY, £V oVVOYT ®aEdilog

—Ti 0éherc, ANEEaVOQE; AgumvicOnooav oyedov
gvtoonotl ®ol ol dAlaL, 0oV EAAYOROUMVTO EIC TV
Surhaviyy »rauoony.

—Hovydoate!, eime mpofwe, O PAA® 1O A0EAOTIHEY.

Elta ut 1oéuovoay oviy, Mg Ttnvov amodnuntindy
AITEQYOUEVOV €l BEQUOTEQOVEC 0VEAVOUE, EULVUQLOE TO
TV YVOLAOV GLOWOL:

—Tiv xeipd oov tilv ayauévnv TV axijeatov
#0QUPNYV TOU AEGAOTOV... EXCQOV VXEQ UGV TOOG
av1ov Bartiotd...

Kot pAEmY 6TL 6 HEYLOTOG &V YEVVNTOTS YUVOLX DV TOV
gmeoxialev 10M S0 TOV YELEMY ROl TOV TTEQUYWV TOV,
EnALve mEOGC TV TAEVEUY THS ®adlog ®al ATéEmT...

c() nobévag B meémn va xpatnon TV TEYVN 1) TO
gnayyehud tov. ‘O oTEATNYOS VO CUVEYIOT VO
drownf), 6 GyedTNe Vo xaAAleeyR T YT, O TEYVITNG
va. EEaonf Thv té€yvn Tov. Kol 0o 0dg md yiotl. Agv
gtval dvayun vo doparouvloue oTiy £oMuo, Vi
ToMuUe dvovola teo®Y, vo. dAhdEovue T EvOvpoTd
nog, vo AdLaOQNOOVUE YLl THV VYElDL Uag, 1) Vo
navouue OTLONTOTE AVONTO, EMELON UWTOQOUVUE VO
Helvovpe 0T OTITIO LOG XWELS VO BrtoywELobotue
TO TEAYUOTA HoLg, ®al VO EEQORODUE TAVTOYQOVE TNV
OVVEYT TTOOOEVY.
“Ayrog Nixoraog 6 Kapaoilag
c/() Tav N Yoy xeivetal dEla v arolavoeL TV
xowvmvio ue 1o I[Ivedua 100 wtog T0D OLoD,
%ol 6Toy O Oe0g MAUTEL TAVM TNG UE THV OLOQPLOL THG
dgatng 06Eac Tov, étowdlovtde Tng Yo 0pdvo »al
xatowto dwwn Tov, yivetal OAn @dg, 6AN TEOoWTO,
O uatior ®ot OV Vel WEQOS 07 ALVTH TOV VO UV
ELVaL YELATO Ao T Tvevpatind pudtia 1ot Pwtdc.
“Ayrog Maxdgrog 6 Aiyvmriog

‘Evag Aokntii¢ Emriokotrog
'O MnrpotroAimg Zigaviou kai Ziariomg Avrwviog (+2005)

IIHTH: Aro tig iotooelides 100 6pBodosov Evaliaxtikod
PASIOPDVO.

¢ Moaxaotdc Zefa-

ouLotatoc Mntpo-
moAitng Ziwoaviov xol
Ziottotng Avtaviog Kou-
moc yevviOmxe to 1920
0710 ApYyog thig Apyohidog
ATTO PTWYOVS Rl EVOEPETS
yoveic. "Hrav éndgoitoc
g Mapaohietov TTada-
voywihc Axadnuiog Adn-
vV ®ol THe Ogoloyixig
Yyolctod [Tavemiothuiov
AONVOV.

Kdétoyog ueyding Oeo-
Aoywic madelog, oVUITAY-
owoe Thg 0movdég Tov oto Iavemotiuie ‘OEPdpdng
xnol [opuolwy. Aletéleos »abnynTic ®ol AlevBuving
Tepatimdv Zyohdv.

Koto 1o €11 1971-74 htno€tnoe 0¢ 1EQOXRNOUVROC EIC
™mv Tepav Mntpdmoiy AltwAiog »ol Axapvavioc.
"ExewpotoviOn dtdnovog otig 03.12.1967, mpeofvtepog
8t otic 04.12.1967 xal thv 23nv Moatiov 1974
£Eeléyn Mntoomolitne Zioaviov rol ZLoTloTNG.
"EE€dwoe aElohoya émotnuovira £oya. Anuooievoe
Buprorpioiag nat Gpbpa émowodountird. gic didpopa
mepLodd. Exownon év Kvoiw th 17/12/2005.

T 1T
‘O «Aoxntig tijg IlIoAng»
mov d¢v Eiye... Aipoviiva,
oV "Emaiove 10 Aem@oeto xat 10 TooAet!

«AgV uE melpdlel mov dgv Exw avtoxrivnto, 6mtwg ol
dAhoL untomoAteg, 0UTe TOV U dwoxraloVy deomdtn
TV TO0AeT. Mmopel vor novpdlopat GALG, SGEa T
Oe®, AnOUN HOATIENOL YEQD 0T TOOLAL LOU».

Tov xapaxtneiCovy «Aorn T ThHg TOANng». Mayelpevel
uovog tov, ®afopitel 6 1OL0g TO UNTEOTOALTIXO OTiTL,
OEV YONOLUOTTOLET XIVNTO TNAEQWVO, EVE OTTA VIO WAL
%ol 0t0 0t0fed. Emionéntetal thy ABNva yuo v
OVUUETAOYEL OTLS ZUVOO0OUS YONOWOTOLDVTOG...
t0 hem@opeio 100 KTEA, ndver mepLodeiegc ot
«ROVTOOYDOLO» UE TO TOOLOL %ol EYEL EEYAOEL TMDC
givol T whovoa doyteoaTind dugra. «’Eyo eipat
Evag nahoyeQocy, Emuével O 1010g.

‘O 84ypovoc Mntpomohritne Zwoaviov ®al Ziatiotng
AvTdVLog EexmETel Yot Th Ati) »ol Taevi Lol mov
HAVEL.
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«TT{vo 10 navel Evag vaAdyeQog 10 ®LVNTO, ApNioTE
oV BAGTTEL RLOAOC», ATAVTO UE YAUOYELO OTNV
rapationon tdv «NEQN», §ti d&v arnolovdel thv
teyvoloylo. «Eyd elxo yéoovia 1OV Mntoomoiity
KopwvBiag, mov mijye neta othv Auepixn. A0Ttog
uwov eixe mel 6tL 6 €mionomoc eival xOASYEQOC
nol 1oL meémer vo evaly. “Otav xoleltal v
oyolidoer To 011 dgv cvupaiver 1o (OLo we AAhovg
uNTEOoTOoA{TES, TEQLOQILETAL VO TTET TS «ITTOEMEL VO
Eyovue ARTNUOCUVY, RAUQTEQ L ROl
maeOevia, avTEC €lval o GETEC TOD
HovayoH».

«"Ayrog "AvBpomog»

Ol ®natowrol thc ZidTotog ®xavouv
AGYO Y1tL «Ey10 EVOPmITo», TOV VoLl
UAELOTOG, OV divel dixauduata ®ol
Cel 6mwg ol wahdyepol. Mepwrol
VTOOTNEILOVY OTL €XEL TEQLOQLOUEVT
TOQOVOl0 0Tl ®OWd, TovilovTog
ndvtme 0TtL dmotehel «otdon Lwho»
Yo TOV 1010.

«Elvou #4711 mopamdve amd raldc.
AtV givol danoounTinde, doveltol
To AoVoa Ol TS TOAVTEAELEC,
otte avtonivnto &tV &yew», elme
0 %. 'idpyog Pauog, mov diatmeet
nepimtego oty Zidtota. «TT oxéon
WITOQET VO €YEL DTOS O UNTEOTOAITNG
uE ToVe dAhovg, Tob Exovy ratabéoeic
SLOERATOUUVO IMVY», CUUTANEDVEL O
%. Nirog TCalac.

‘O Mytpomolitne Zwoaviov ®ol ZiatioTne ATavTd e
xouoyeho o Gha. “Otav Sumg RaAelTol V&L OXOAAOEL
T orAvOaAa OV OVVTIOEACOOVV TO TEAEVTATO
ddotnua v "Exxdnocio the ‘EALGOOc, mailpvel
ATOOTAOELC. «AEV B0 XOIVW HOVEVALY, EYD ELUOL TLO
QuoETWAOC &’ 6Aovg, OEv umop®d vou md timote. H
Tepapyla dmopdoioe vo yiver ndBapon», Aéel nal
®Aelvel 10 B€ua.

«Evtvydg "Exovne Awgeég»

000 Yo Tic TEPLOVOTES TV Mntpomdhemwy, O TOLog
ATTOROAVTTTEL, YWOLSC UWAALOTO VO €owTNOET, OTL TO
¢tola €00da Amd ToVg vaoug dgv VmepPalvouy Tig
T€00eQLS (LALAdEC EVOM. «EVTUYdC EYOVUE ROl RATOLES
dwoetg ral poovtitovue To TOLdLL V& 0ToVdEooVYV:
UE MEVTAQOOERAQES HUL PEAYXOdipoayra yTloaue
novaotnoo», AMet. H Mntodmoln Zwatiotng mAnowvel
T0 évoirio dVO oLtNT®V oTh Oecoarovinn, Evd
XOoONYEL unviato fonBnua 100 evpmd ot @oLrTnTES TOV
ROTAYOVTOL BLITO THV TEQLOYN.

Eival mpdOvuoc var Eevaynoel ota dapepionoto
e Mntedmoing, Evd maedAANAa iXaVOTTOLET GAOL TO

Mg v dyropeitn dorntd w. Dafouil

ele miv Exrimnv T Mowvijg Kevtdoupouaiow.

atthuota VwaA Moy xol povaydv. H wovayh Eipnvn,
amo 10 pnovaotior thc Kolunong tig Ototdrov,
oD émonépOnre T Mntedmoln Yo dovheleg Toh
LovVaoTNELOU, AéeL: «AEV TOV fAEmeTE, TGOO TATELVOC
gival; Axdun #ol T pdoa Tov T TAEveL 6 1d1oc dtv
AENVEL RAVEVAY VO TOV PonOnoew».

«Eivar »av’ Ovoiav AoxnTtic...»

«Eivol zot’ ovolav doxntic, Cel yu’ adtdo mov
TayOnxne, mov OtV eival Emdyyehuo ALY AElTOVE-
__ ynua», vwootolEe 6 VTAAAnAog

1 Mntedmohng %. Znong Fovtac.
‘O Mntoomolritng GoyoAelTaL RO
e Tic doUAELEC, EEVTMNEETWVTOC
TOV %O0U0 7OV EQYETAL VO TOV
ovvavTNOeEL. «AEV GQVEITAL OF
navévayv vo AoyoAnOel ug 10
TEOPANUG TOU».

H peydAn &yénn tov eivol o
«HOVTOOYWOLLY, BTTWE YUOARTNOILEL
0 1d10g, T0 BPELVOL YWOLOL THS TEQL-
@épeLdg tov, avto Tdv 20 nat 30
ratolrwv. «I[Ifyava ot €va xweLo
UE OTQATLMTIXO AVTORIVNTO %Al TO
vrélolto To wEQmATOVOO UE TA
oo, AloBdvetal Aruatog yuo
VO OVVEYIOEL TIC TEQLOOETES TOV OF
OAec Tic €vopliec the Mntodmoing,
T Ta YooV Tov. «Otav Yotepa
amo xoovio O0tv O wmwop®d GAAO,
B0 AtoovEH® 0TO LOVOOTHOL, EXET
gtval 1) Lof Lov», ®aTaAfyeL.

“Eva mapdderyia Tdv mTaodEEVDY NUEQDY WOS VL0
GAOVC HOC... #OL LOLOL{TEQO YO TOV HATQO WOC...

Ailwvia Tov n uviun!

) '-Jti‘!'_.;t LS
J --_ﬁ;ﬁ i

FA

Tb v yivelg amaBnc—ue v [Matepurn ol
Oyl ue ™) Ztwixy €vvola To0 SQoV—maiQVEL
©oL0 %ol O€Ael oxhnon dovAeld, ug avotnei Lo,
VNOTElD ROl BYQUITVIK, TEOTEVYT], LOQMTA ATUATOC,
TOTEVWOT, TV RATAPEOVLA TOTD ROOWOV, OTAVEMON),
TO ®OEPLA, T AGYYN OTHV TAEVEd, TO EVdL %ol T
YXOAN, EyraTdAelyn am’ TOV xabEva, TEOOPOAES ATO
TEEAOVS AdEAPOVS CVOTAVEWUEVOVCS, PAAOTHULES LTt
tov¢ mepaoTivoVs. Kol ueta, dvdotaon év Kvoim,
™y abavaty ayotnta 1od [Idoya.

IIp. ®eoxAnTog Atovvoratng
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Arreikdvion 100 MeydAhou AAeEavdpou ot
‘ExKAnoia

vvrayOnke ano 10 Maxedoviko Ipakropeio Eidtioewv (MIIE),
Tpitn, 14 ZexteuPpiov 2010.

TOV 1€Q0 VOO T0D Ayiov Aytdlelov, otov [Tevtdhogo
KoCavng, 1 @tuéoqotoa eival ®otovurting. Méoa
otV natdyoapn Amd Gyloyoapiec éxxAnoio, mol
yxttotnre 10 1740 nol dviéyel anoun 0to XdVo, WTOQET
HATOLOS VO SLOTLOTAOEL TO AGYO OV & VAOS AVTOC
amoTtelel oNUETO AVOLPOEAS TOD EAANVIOUOD €L alid Ve,
210 va.ON®d Tov dmerovitetal wio ToOAD oirelo Loy
vioe Shovg tovg “EAAnvee, mov Sumg 0gV AVAREL OTO
¥MEO TV aylwv. [Todxertal yior 1ov Méya ALEEaVOQO,
od ol Xwovaditeg Loyodgot (amxd tovg X1ovadeg Tic
Kévitoag) ovumeptéhapoy otic ThoUoLES TOLYOYOUpIES,
OV ®OOUODV TO €0MTEQLHO :
™g éxninoiog. Mg 10V t10dmO0
avto éE€ppaoav 10 ogfaocud
TOVSC O€ ULl TEOCWITLXATNTA
OV TEOETOUOLOE TO £0Y0 TOU
XOLOTLOLVIXOD evayyeELiov, LECW
e duddoong the EAMMVIXRAC
YA OooOC %ol ToU TOALTIOUOD.

«'H towoypagia &xel 0éua thv
®OA0OT, TOV TVOLVO TOTOUO
xal ™) Agvtépa Ilapovoia.
"Exel, éugpaviCovtal iepdoyes,
LAQTVQES, TQOPTITES KOl ATTO- i ! -
OTOAOL ROl 0T OVVEYELL EBOATOL RO TUQAVVOL |30(0L)\.8Lg,
Onwg ot [Tépoec, Aapelog, Kvpog »at IIdpog, mov
ATEOVILOVTAL, ROAUTWVTIAC 0T YEQLH TOVS OTTAOLA.
Axp g dimwha Tovg Eugpavitetol | oy Tot Meydiov
ALeEAVOQOV, 6 OmoTlog virnoe tovg [1€poec PaoiAelc.
2T0 X€QL0L TOV ®QOTA fOOLALKO OXTTTTEO 1AL OTO REPAAL
1oV o ropdva. Eival 8t xooaxtnolotnd 81, oi
oVY®EXQEVOL PaOIAElS dvagépovTtal othv TTaAdod
Aw00Mxn, ®ATOLOL LWAALOTO. BLTTO TEOPTTES», EMLONUALIVEL
6 Lwyodpog Agyvoeng IMagiine.

«Tétolov eldovg amerrovioelg Oev dnuloveyovv
doyuatino CHTnua, ®oBmg Ol CVYREXQUEVES LOQPES
gupaviCovialr oTtov vaednxa TOV EXXANCLOV %ol
YOOI PWTOOTEQPAVO. Elval yoooxtnolotind To
Taedderyuo ToY vaol, mob foloretal oty Auvn tdV
Toavvivov. "Exel, €govv toLyoyoapnOel ol woQgeg
aoyatwv ‘EAMvov grhoodgwy, §tme 6 Znxpdtne ®ol
0 [TAdtwvag, ue 10 oxemtro 0Tl 6 rabévag, ue 1o £pyo
10D dLardvNnoe 10 £yo ThHS ErrAnoiog, ®aTo T XEOVIX
oV dxoAovONnoay», EENyel 6 untoomohitne Zioaviov
%ol Zwotiotne [Tadhog.

Onmg AvogEQeL YoQarTNOLOTIXG, 1| Eéxxrinolo dev
pofNOnre tétolec dmelnovioelg, vabBme dmwodidel ot

TETOLEC LOQPES ONUAVTIXO QOLO 0TO 0Y€dL0 Tic Oelog
Oixovoutac. «H Oixovouto 1ot Oeot mpoetoinooe )
omTNElo Tol ®OoUov HEoa Ao TAT00g AVOQOTMWY, TOV
TUTHOL PaLiVOVTOL VO ELvaL BOYETOL WE THV EnxAnolo,
A 0DoLOoTID VoL péoa ot 0xEdL ToD BeoD»,
TOOCOETEL.

Avtihaupovduevn Ty lotoouri onuacio tod vood,
N vouoapyia KoCdvng mpoydonoe othv vmoyooph
ovupaong, typovg 215.000 eV, Yo THV BTOTEQATWON
1oV, ®aOWC HON elye GoyloeL Vi pavepdvel To onuadia
0T YodVvov.

Ol Touoyoupiec elyav &oylOeL VO #UTOOTOEQPOVTAL,
1] OXETY EMETOETE OTO VEQD VO HUAAEL OTO E0MWTEQLHO
TOV Voo, Ev@d 1) vypaoto Exave Eviovn Ty Eugpdvion
™me «Eywav onuoaviweg épyoaoteg, dmapaitnteg

YLOL T OTEREMOTN %Al THV AVAOELEN TOD uvnueiov, U

%®UOLO0 Yvduovo Th dtationom
™e aiocOntriic tov &&lac»,
gmwonuaiver o ™V Agvpd
™ME N AQYLTEXTOV UNYOVIROC
ToD €oyov, Auntoa Koypayeiin
1oL AVopEQEL OTL, Ol €QYaOiES
TEQATWONXAY UE TV EmomTeia
g 177 "Egopeiog Bulavtivav
Apyorotitwv Koldvng »al
AwevBuvon Teyvindv “Yanoeoidmv
g vopapyiog Kotdavne

MihdvTog yor TV lotopia
0D Voo, onuelwdver dtL oTHv
AvoTtolxn Tov own Boloxetal évrouylouévn wio TAGro
oV dvagépel 6TL ytiotnre 10 1740, évd nooundnxe
0710 £0WTEQIXS TNS oTta 1774, Ut ToLyoypaples Gmtd Tovg
Xovaditeg Lmypdgove. Evolagpépov mapovoidtovy 10
EVAOYAVTTTO TEWTAO, TO TTEOORVVNTAQLA, O OECTOTLROG
0pdvoc ®nal 6 Lwypaprotog dupmvac. ‘H x. Koyayeiin
eV mapalelmer vo vageDel nal 0T ueydain ayamn
TMOV ROTORWOV YL TV CUYREXQUWEVT EXXANOTN, OE ONUETO
7o, Stav TV EPAETOY VO RO TAQQEEL, TOOOPEQOVTAY Ol
duoL var fonBnioovv oTig €0 y0oleg ATOTEQATWONG.

Eivou mod ynatt ouyrivntiny 1 ey, 1) eOAGBewa #ol O
oefaonog TV ®aToRmV THE epLoyic Tov Ievialdgov
otov vad. Kabe xodvo teleltal Aettovpylo thv quépa
Thg Yoo Tiig ToD Aylov Ayldleiov.

[Tépo, naiiota, | Ocior Asttovyio udg EmupuAoge wio
ueYaAn ExmAnEn», onueldver 6 untpomolitng [athog
%nol €ENyel: «Otav mtiiya vo Aettoveyfow, Pofxa €va
avtivoro tod 1912, Eva tpaoua wov dmetxovitel Thv
ATOXAONAMON KOl YONOLUOTOLETTAL VIO TV TEAEON
Aettoveylag, dxroun xat éxtog vaod. “Ola avto to
X0OVLaL, TO AVTIUNVOLO PEIOROVIAY 0TI CUYREXQUEVY
0€om %al 1) dvardAvpn Tov NTav | waliteon dvtapnoBi
Y0 SAOVE TOVS CUYREVTOWUEVOUC.»
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Moidg 6a Eutrvevoer;
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ATHEISM: THE UNFORTUNATE

BOAST OF OUR DAYS
By Photios Kontoglou, from the Greek Orthodox magazine “Orthodox

Philotheos Martyrdom,” Orthodox Kypseli publications, Thessaloniki,
Greece.

theism! A great title and boast of the contemporary

man. Whoever receives it (to receive it you only need
to be tonsured as a “monk” of the godless and the faith-
less) appears to others as wise, even though he is illiter-
ate; serious, even though he is ridiculous; official, even
though he is insignificant; important, even though he is
unimportant; he even appears as a scientist even though
he is incompetent.

I am not referring to the person who truly wishes to believe
but cannot, even if the deep rooted reason of unbelief is always
human pride, this viper that hides so cunningly in man, the
viper that man cannot understand. Whatever it may be, the
people who truly struggle and fight against their faithless self
have our deepest sympathy. For them we, who believe, beg
God to help them believe as He did to the father with his

over-exemplified foolishness, he feels smug and talks with
disdain for those that are in a position to feel the deeper
meaning of the world; he reminds us of an unfortunate
person who is blind and deaf and yet he believes he can see
and hear everything.

The believer has spiritual sight and spiritual hearing as well
as some type of “super feeling.” Conversely, the unbeliever is
unable to comprehend that mystical world with the coarse
means at his disposal, namely his bodily, physical senses and
feelings. How could he touch the fine and odd messages of
the world, when this poor, miserable human being does not
have the aerials that are needed to receive them?

St. Paul, in his 1t epistle to the Corinthians and in a
manner known only to himself, writes about what is pos-
sible for believers and unbelievers to respectively sense and
comprehend. We preach, he says, the wisdom of God that
is embedded in mystery and is hidden, the wisdom that God
destined before time, for our glory. None of the rulers of this
world (namely, the wise men of worldly wisdom) came to
know this mystery. Our Lord uncovers that which according
to the scriptures no eye has seen, nor ear has heard, nor has

ascended to the heart of any man, the things that God prepared,

sick child, by begging Christ to heal him. And He replied if  for those that love Him. God has revealed the truths through

you believe, everything is possible to the believer. And the father
cried loudly and with tears replied, 7 believe Lord. Help me
in my little faith.

The unbelievers about whom we refer in this article are not
so. They are the type of people that have never cried with
pain and contrition to open the closed door, the door of
repentance, as that tormented father did. Most importantly,
they have neither been moved nor felt any bitterness from
their unbelief; they simply refuse to assume any responsibil-
ity or blame. All the blame is God’s who does not appear
to them to tell them, “Come, poke me, touch me, talk to
me as you talk between yourselves, analyze me with your
chemistry, dissect me with your anatomy blades, weigh me,
measure me, satisfy your faithless feelings, and satiate your
insatiable logic.”

These self-appointed unbelievers, when they show off their
“bright minds,” pumped up by airs of pride and the cunning
agility of their brains, are unable to comprehend how silly
and narrow-minded they appear to those who believe. To
believe, they demand certain proofs that make the believer
pity them for the limited view they have on the spirit and
spiritual matters.

The believer is well aware how far the pondering of the
unbeliever can get, for he too as a person has the same logic,
the logic of the flesh, the worldly logic. The unbeliever, on
the other hand, is unaware of what is within the believer;
he is also unaware of what is beyond practical knowledge,
namely the mysteries that are hidden from the eyes, and as
such he decides that they simply do not exist. Thus, with his

His Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit that probes everything, even
the depth of God.

Man knows the modus operandi of man through the spirit
that is within him. Likewise, the mysteries of God are only
known to the Spirit of God. We did not receive the spirit of
the world (namely the philosophy and worldly knowledge);
instead, we have been gifted the Spirit of God to understand
all the things that He gave us. And these divine gifts are not
expressed with words that human wisdom uses but words that
the Holy Spirit teaches; the Holy Spirt that speaks spiritually
with spiritual people.

Unfortunately, the (rational) man of worldly knowledge
does not accept what is spoken by the Spirit of God, because
he believes them to be “nonsense” and is thus not in a position
to understand how to examine it spiritually. The spiritual man
examines every person while he himself cannot be examined
by anyone. Unbelief existed always. Today, however, with
the atrocious vanity that consumes us, we display it as if it
accords us great value.

The person who believes in God and the revealed truth is
ignored as narrow minded and foolish and often becomes the
brunt of all jokes. He is looked upon as “defective” by most
people, especially the “high achievers,” the ones the world
characterizes as “successful.” These are the people that make
lots of money and have a “good” time, giving not a cent to
anyone; they live their lives according to the saying “Let’s eat
and drink, for tomorrow we die.”

For this reason, he who believes in God needs to be coura-
geous and ignore the worldly honours and material interests.
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Conversely, for the person that boasts that he believes in
nothing:

(1) The world holds him in high regard and respect; the
more the unbeliever he claims to be, the more regard and
respect is shown to him by the clever and serious world. Such
a man frowns upon others, offers few and heavy words, is
short tempered and gruff, and is seen as a “positive man,” a
“strong man.”

(2) Everything happens to him conveniently and is neither
bothered nor is he worried for anything. He has no respon-
sibilities and is pestered by nothing. “Down here” he says,
“is both hell and paradise. Life is to be enjoyed, for us the
clever ones. Those sleeping or drugged with the poison of
God, let them die...”

Bottom line, there is no easier thing than to be an unbeliever!
Just press one switch and everything comes conveniently. The
devil said to Christ, “kneel and worship me and the stones
will become bread.”

So says the “smart” one: “It is ridiculous for any man to sit
with and waste his time with nonsense, like a bunch of old
women, with gods, with hell and paradise, with lampadas,
censing, with chalices, priests and nuns! And especially in
our age, and at a time that science delivers men to other
planets! Listen my friend, can you believe how foolish these
people are?”

That is what the smart ones and the honourable ones of
this world say about the believers. And as they lay down
these theories, they are applauded by many, being regarded
as sensible in everything because they do not “chase shad-
ows” but are strong minded and thus succeed in everything
they try.

Yes, they succeed only in the short term; unbelief is “the
wide gate, and the broad road” which the unbelievers do
not believe that “leads to perdition” as Christ said, but “to
world prosperity.” Conversely, belief is “the narrow gate and
the grief-stricken road” which the unbelievers do not believe
“leads to life” but “to world unhappiness and disdain.” Many
are they that enter through the wide gate according to our Lord,
and few are those who find the narrow gate.

All the unbelievers say that if they witness a miracle they
would believe. However, belief does not happen by force but
with the involvement of the soul. For this, to all who ask for
a miracle to believe it is not granted, according to our Lord’s
address to the Pharisees, 7his evil and adulterous generation,
demands for a sign to be given it.

However, even if an unbeliever witnesses a miracle, his pride
would not allow him to believe for he fears that he may
be seen as gullible and thus become disdained by his social
circle.

Sometime ago I wrote five or six brief articles on the miracles
that were happening in a village on the island of Mytelene,
with the title “Amazing Mysteries.” Many readers were signifi-

cantly moved, especially the humble and illiterate people, he
babes of the world and the weak ones. The clever ones, however,
paid no attention to it and a few of them mocked me and
publicly remarked that I write nonsense.

But God is not mocked. From then to now, the miracles
have not ceased and progressively became more numerous
and even terrifying for some. People that see them, write to
me about them in detail and I compile them in a book that
will be like a hot iron for the unbelieving mouths (it con-
cerns the book “Great Sign” that was published by “Astir”
publications).

During this age, discoveries are made of ancient churches
with relics of those who appear as alive to simple people, in
their sleep, or while they are awake, or in icons and other
heirlooms. Everything could have been found and could
have quickly and completely uncovered this terrible crater,
that would have swept the unbelievers with its sacred lava,
if there were greater means at the disposal of the poor ones
who dig with fire like faith.

However, whatever the circumstances of this world may
be, with God’s grace, the healer of the sick and the replenisher
of those lacking, it will all come to a good end, in accordance
with His divine will. Our indestructible faith will triumph,
and this and all other blessed tasks will achieve their Godly
purpose and a thundering voice will be heard to the ends of
the world saying: What god is so great as our God? You are
the God who alone does great wonders.

PRESIDENT OBAMA DROPS “CREATOR”
FROM DECLARATION QUOTE

On Wednesday, Sept. 15th, 2010, President Obama at-
tended the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute’s
33" Annual Awards Gala at the Washington Convention
Center. In his remarks, Mr. Obama took the “liberty” to
remove the reference to the Creator from the Declaration of
Independence when he quoted a portion at a meeting of the
Congressional Hispanic Congress. For those having access to
the videotapes speech , the reference appears shortly past the
22-minute mark of his speech.

Mzr. Obama said, “We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, endowed with certain inalien-
able rights: life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

But the actual quotation is:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.”
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GROUND ZERO MOSQUE CONTRO-
VERSY MISSES BIGGER ISSUE

By Fr. Barnabas Powel| (Fr. Barnabas is the priest of St. Michael’s
Orthodox Church, in Pueblo, Colorado).

s sympathetic as [ am toward opponents of the proposed

Ground Zero mosque, I don't think they realize how
fortunate they are to be able to voice their opinions. Eastern
Christians have never had such luxury. The former cradle of
Christianity is now filled with mosques. Many were originally
our churches, and were taken as spoils of conquest.

Consider Hagia Sophia, the Church of Holy Wisdom. Built
in the seventh century, this magnificent temple was later
visited by emissaries of the Russian Prince Vladimir, a pagan
seeking a new faith. “We knew not whether we were in heaven
or on earth,” the delegates reported, adding, “we know only
that God dwells there among men.”

Hagia Sophia was the Patriarch of Constantinople’s cathe-
dral for a thousand years, until 1453. Then, after generations
of effort, the Turks sacked the capital, extinguishing Eastern
Christendom’s temporal glory and throwing millions of Or-
thodox Christians into centuries of darkness.

When the Turkish Sultan Mohammed II battered down
the doors of Hagia Sophia (where Orthodox clergy were
celebrating a final Eucharist) and proclaimed the Islamic
credo, “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his
messenger,” Hagia Sophia was transformed into a mosque.
Icons that couldn’t be destroyed were plastered over. Crosses
were torn down, replaced with the crescent moon.

Appointing a new Patriarch, the Sultan consigned him to
a ruined church out of sight. Over ensuing generations, the
patriarchate was progressively dispossessed of its churches
until today it huddles on the verge of extinction within a
walled compound in Istanbul’s red light district. This is an
abiding theme of Orthodoxy’s encounter with Islam: defeat
followed by dispossession, prominent churches becoming
prominent mosques.

I've never been to Constantinople, but I've seen a similar
story in Serbia. On a tour of her spiritual treasures, I journeyed
to Serbia’s oldest temple—the 7 century St. Peter’s Church.
It wasn't converted into a mosque, but a forest of minarets
now surrounds it. When the Turks conquered this land, many
Orthodox families became Muslim to avoid the “tribute in
blood.” This was the policy that each infidel family must sur-
render their eldest son to be converted to Islam and enrolled
in the Genitsars—the Sultan’s personal bodyguard. To keep
their children, the population of Serbia’s ancient capital became
overwhelmingly Muslim. Their ancestors worshipped Christ in
St. Peter’s Church, but they now heed the call of the muezzin,
blasted from loudspeakers strapped around every minaret.

When I spoke with some young, nominally Orthodox Serbs
about this jarring juxtaposition, and suggested an effort to

re-evangelize these lost sheep, they thought I was nuts. “You
cannot convert a Muslim,” they said, “They’ll kill you. All
we can do is stop them from building mosques. They should
at least keep them out of sight.”

Which brings us back to Ground Zero. Efforts to block this
mosque will fail. Not only will they prove unconstitutional,
they’ll give Muslims an excuse to claim “persecution,” and
our liberal “intelligentsia” more ammunition to shoot at our
cultural heritage. Counter-intuitive though it seems, perhaps
this mosque is precisely what's needed to make us examine
our priorities.

In the wake of 9/11, we were told to “go shopping” to demon-
strate our resilience, as if our future could be assured through
better consumerism. In another age, we might have taken ref-
uge in churches rather than department stores. Perhaps what
frightens us about Islam is that it inspires a level of devotion
in its followers that we no longer want to be confronted with
in our complacent age.

We subconsciously interpret this mosque as a symbol of our
own spiritual anemia, and fear the challenge it presents. The
real question is not what we're against, but what, if anything,
we're for. The tragedy is not that Muslims want to worship
their god, but that we've become a stranger to ours.

A crowded mosque is nowhere nearly as disturbing a symbol
as is an empty church...

he contentious man, in whom there is no end of strife,

is he who is not content with an initial disturbance,
but goads himself to get angry for a second time. Obvi-
ously, if one gets angry and immediately comes to his senses,
recognizes his mistake, and makes a prostration before the
brother at whom he was angry, such a person is not called
contentious. In the soul of this man, all strife is at rest, and
for the present, by making a prostration to his brother, he
has prevented the friendship from being destroyed, while
in the future, by practicing repentance, he will come into a
state of calm and tranquility.

However, one who gets angry and does not recognize his
fault, but becomes still angrier, because he regrets that he
did not say more than he did when he was upset, is called
contentious. In his soul, strife never abates, and at the mo-
ment of strife, the agitation of his heart gives way to remem-
brance of wrongs, distress, and wickedness; and after this,
the strife and the agitation caused by anger increase and
multiply within him. That is, strife is aroused and it con-
tinues spreading until it completely dominates the hapless
man and demonizes him. But may Jesus Christ, our good
Master and Lord, deliver us from the lot of such people.

From the Gerontikon
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THE FIRST U.S. THANKSGIVING

PROCLAMATION

Signed in script type by George Washington, appearing in The
Massachusetts Sentinel of October 1 4, 1789.

This historic proclama-
tion was issued by George
Washington, the Father
of our Nation, during his
first year as President. It
4 sets aside Thursday, No-
vember 26" as “A Day of
Public Thanksgiving and
Prayer.”

Signed by George Wash-
ington on October 3,
b 1789 and entitled “Gener-
al Thanksgiving,” the de-
cree appointed the day “to
be observed by acknowledg-

- : = == ing with grateful hearts the
many and signal favors of Almighty God.”

While there were Thanksgiving observances in Amer-
ica both before and after Washington’s proclamation,
this represents the first to be so designated by the new
national government.

We cannot help but wonder whether our current Presi-
dent would dare go against those who have made our Al-
mighty God a “politically incorrect term” and exercise the
needed courage by declaring a similar proclamation.

T 1 F

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the

providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protec-
tion and favor, and whereas both Houses of Congress have
by their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to
the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving
and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful
hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially by
affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form
of government for their safety and happiness.”

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the
26 day of November next to be devoted by the People of
these States to the service of that great and glorious Being,
who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that
is, or that will be. That we may then all unite in rendering
unto him our sincere and humble thanks, for his kind care
and protection of the people of this country previous to their
becoming a nation, for the signal and manifold mercies, and
the favorable interpositions of his providence, which we
experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war, for
the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we

—

have since enjoyed, for the peaceable and rational manner,
in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of
government for our safety and happiness, and particularly
the national One now lately instituted, for the civil and
religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means
we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and
in general for all the great and various favors which He hath
been pleased to confer upon us.

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering
our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of
Nations and beseech Him to pardon our national and other
transgressions, to enable us all, whether in public or private
stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly
and punctually, to render our national government a bless-
ing to all the people, by constantly being a government of
wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully
executed and obeyed, to protect and guide all sovereigns and
nations (especially such as have shown kindness unto us) and
to bless them with good government, peace, and concord.
To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and
virtue, and the increase of science among them and us, and
generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal
prosperity as He alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third
day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.

George Washington

THANKSGIVING PRAYER OF ST. BASIL
e bless Thee, O most high God and Lord of mercy,

Who art ever doing numberless great and inscrutable
things for us—glorious and wonderful; Who grantest to
us sleep for rest from our infirmities, and repose from the
burdens of our much toiling flesh. We thank Thee that
Thou hast not destroyed us with our sins, but hast loved
us forever; and though we are sunk in despair, Thou hast
raised us up to glorify Thy power. Therefore, we implore
Thine incomparable goodness: enlighten the eyes of our
understanding and raise up our mind from the heavy sleep
of indolence; open our mouth and fill it with Thy praise,
that we may be able—without distraction—to sing and
confess Thee, Who art God glorified in all and by all, the
eternal Father, with Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thine
All-Holy and good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen

St. Basil the Great (+]an. 1t, 379)
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ON GoDb’s LoVE AND OUR
SORROWS AND SUFFERINGS
IN THIS LIFE

By Abbot Nikon (letters to his spiritual children).

y are you writing such despondent letters? Are you

the only one there who is encumbered with difficul-

ties? The point is not in external difficulties, I think you

understand that yourself, but in your spiritual constitution.

No matter where you may go, you can’t hide from yourself

or the enemy. All that is yours will go with you and elsewhere
will cause you even more suffering than here.

You must not forget that the spiritual law states that We
must through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of
God, (Acts 14:22); If any man will come after Me, ler him
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me, (Mt 16:24);
The Kingdom of Heaven is taken by force, (Mt 11:12); In your
patience possess ye your souls, (Lk 21:19); He that endureth
to the end shall be saved, (Mt 10:22); In the world you shall
have tribulation, (Jn 16:33); The world hateth you, (Jn 15:19).
If you desire to labor for the Lord, prepare your soul for
temptation.

The Holy Fathers express this same thought in a short
but powerful way: Give blood and receive the Spirit. This
is the common law for all who seek salvation. If you turn
to examples, you will find in the life of every saint confir-
mation of this law. An example for all has been given by
the Lord Jesus Christ, the apostles, martyrs, confessors and
the righteous. These are shining examples known to all. In
a less striking way, all who wished to live piously in Jesus
Christ were persecuted, insulted, endured illness and sor-
rows—both external and internal. Besides this, you should
know the prophecy of the ancient fathers, that in the last
times monastics will be saved not through spiritual feats, but
through endurance of sorrows. To such an extent is this true
and needful that the surest sign of God’s favor and God’s
love for a person is the multitude of sorrows and sicknesses
which befall him. And conversely: If a man considers himself
a believer and has no misfortunes or illnesses, then this, ac-
cording to the Holy Fathers, is a sign that he has not found
Javor with the Lovd.

Now apply all this to yourself. The Lord, loving you and
desiring your salvation, is sending you the means indispens-
able for all men without exception—sorrows. And what do
you do? You do not understand this; you think that sorrows
are useless for you, even ruinous. They are ruinous—not for
your soul, but for your sinful fallen nature; they are deadly
for the fallen man but salvific for the “new man.” The enemy
knows this and confuses you; he gives false thoughts, impa-
tience, despondency, judgment of others—their lifestyles,
authority, etc.

You must understand the devil. According to the Word of
God, sorrows and sufferings in the earthly life of a Chris-
tian are not only evil, but they are God’s gifts: Unto you
is given (in Greek, @ gift is given’) in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake.
(Phil 1:29).

The sorrows necessary for a man’s salvation may be ac-
cepted with varying degrees of difficulty or ease, depending
on one’s outlook. If a man accepts on faith the word of God
concerning the necessity and unavoidability of sorrows for
salvation, if he acknowledges his countless sins in word,
deed and thought, he will consider himself fully deserving
not only of those sorrows which are sent, but also much
greater ones, and he will humble himself before God and
man. Then the sorrows will become easier to bear and later
will give rise to that which is more precious than the whole
world with all its earthly joys. In the words of the Apostle
Paul, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him. (1 Cor 2:9).

If a person complains about his sorrows and illnesses, seeks
to put the blame for his misfortunes on someone else, on
demons or on circumstances, and tries at all costs to avoid
them, then the enemy helps him in this. He shows him the
imagined guilty ones (authority, the status quo, neighbors,
etc.) evoking in him animosity and hatred toward them, a
desire for revenge, a desire to hurt them, and thus bring the
soul of such a person into darkness, despair, hopelessness,
the depths of the earth, in order not to see or hear the sup-
posed enemy. In fact, he is listening to and satisfying his real
deadly enemy, the devil, who is suggesting all this evil to him
and wanting to destroy him, sometimes even leading him to
suicide—which is certain perdition.

If you wish to find peace of soul, happiness and sure salva-
tion, humble yourself beneath the mighty hand of God and
He will raise you up. This means: accept all that happens to
you as from the hand of God and not from men, for indeed,
nothing which occurs to us can happen without God’s will.
People and circumstances are only God’s tools, and often
they do not understand what they are doing. The Lord Jesus
Christ told everyone that His forthcoming sufferings on the
Cross were not the work of people—the Pharisees, Scribes,
Pilate, Judas; they were only instruments: 7he Cup which My
Father hath given Me, must I not drink it?

The cup of suffering was given to Jesus Christ not by
men, but by the Father in Heaven for the redemption of
fallen man. And to all of us who desire to be saved, it is
the Lord Who will give us the cup of suffering, and not
people. If the Lord suffered for us, then how, tell me, can
we not suffer for our countless sins which, moreover, we
do not even see. One must beg the Lord, Grant me to see
my own faults.
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If we receive this gift of seeing our sins, if we feel their
weight and recognize the full irreconcilability of God with
sinful man, the necessity of seeking forgiveness for these sins
from the Lord and the cleansing of our leprous soul by the
power of God—then we will fall before the Lord; we will
weep before Him like the sinning woman and will cry out
from our whole soul like the publican, “God be merciful to
me, a sinner, forgive my sins, cleanse my leprous soul, do
not deprive me of Thy Heavenly Kingdom, do not give me
into the hands of my enemies—the demons.”

Humble yourself before God; that is, like the wise thief say
from your whole heart, / have received as I deserve according
to my deeds. Remember me, O Lord, when Thou comest into
Thy Kingdom.

Do not be like the other thief who railed at everyone,
cursed, blamed others for his sufferings, and in this way
only made his situation worse and perished. The Lord has
done everything for our salvation; He wants salvation for
all sinners—and we must toil for our own salvation, force
ourselves to live (i.e., think, feel) the way our Lord Jesus

Christ did and how He taught in the Gospel.

Try to turn your whole life into service to God; if you
are reading anything at home, begin this work by a
short fervent prayer that God may teach you and make you
wise in faith and piety and in the careful accomplishment
of your duties; never read idly, in order to pass the time; by
thus doing, you lower the word, which should serve entirely
for our salvation, and not for idle words, nor as a means for
pleasure and spending time agreeably.

If you talk to your neighbor, speak reasonably, prudently,
instructively, edifyingly; avoid idle speaking as the poison
of a serpent, remembering that every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment (Mt 12:36)—that is, they shall hear the just sentence
of the Judge.

If you are teaching children, your own or those of oth-
ers, turn this work into God’s service, teaching them zeal-
ously, considering beforehand the best means of making
the instruction clear, comprehensible, complete (as far as
possible), and fruitful. Conquer by the name of the Lord
and by the sign of the cross the snares of the enemy, who
endeavors to disturb, darken, oppress, and weaken you.
Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all
to the glory of God. (1 Cor 10:31).

St. John of Kronstadt
“My Life in Christ”

YOU SHALL CALL His NAME
JESUS

Long before the Christ Child was born in the flesh in a
humble cave outside Bethlehem, His Father had named him
for us through His angels and prophets:

or unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given;
Fand the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller,
The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. (Is 9:6).
nd the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, for thou
A/mstfoundﬁwour with God. And, behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and
shalt call his name JESUS. [that is, “God saves’]. He
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:
and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His
father David. (Lk 1:30-32).
ehold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in
Ba dream, saying, “Joseph, thou son of David, fear
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS, for He
shall save His people from their sins.” Now all this was
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the
Lord by the prophet, saying, “Behold, a virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall
call His name Emmanuel,” which being interpreted is,
God with us. (Mt 1:21-23, citing Is 7:14).

his Christmas night, peace was bestowed upon the
whole world; so let no one threaten. This is the night
of the Most Gentle One; let no one be cruel. This is the
night of the Most Humble One; let no one be proud.
Now is the day of joy; let us not revenge. Now is the day
of goodwill; let us not be mean. In this day of peace, let
us not be conquered by anger. Today the Beautiful One
impoverished Himself for our sake; so you rich ones, invite
the poor to your table. Today we received a gift for which
we did not ask; so let us give alms to those who implore
us and beg. This present day’s fast opens the heavenly door
to our prayers. Let us open our door to those who ask our
forgiveness. Now the Divine Being took upon Himself the
seal of humanity, in order for humanity to be decorated
by the seal of Divinity.
St. Isaac the Syrian
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THE CONVERSION OF A CITY

By St. Gregory of Nyssa, from “The Life of St. Gregory Thavmatourgos.”
St. Gregory of Neocaesarea (+270), also known as Gregory
Thavmatourgos (or Gregory the Wonderworker) is commemorated on

November 17*.

fter leaving his solitude, [St.
Gregory the Wonderworker] at
' once hastened to the city where he
. felt obliged to establish a church for
~ God. He knew that the whole region
was under the grip of demons and
that the temple of the true God was
not yet constructed; the entire city
and surrounding area was filled with
pagan altars, sacred places and all
the people were devoted to images.
They adorned the temples and sacred
places with images and the madness
of idolatry with processions; their defilement gave substance
to rites and ceremonies. Just as a noble commander routs the
enemy in combat by the strength of his battle order, so does
that great man’s valor set an example against the demons.
How does he accomplish this?

Upon arriving in the city at evening from the countryside, a
violent rainstorm forced [Gregory] into the temple. This place
was renowned because one of the demons revered there was
accustomed to manifest himself to the temple’s custodians,
and a certain prophet was empowered to utter oracles. Once
[Gregory] entered the temple with several companions, one of
the demons was petrified at the invocation of Christ’s name.
Having purified the air with the figure of the Cross which had
been defiled, he spent the entire night in prayer and singing
hymns according to his usual custom. In this way [Gregory]
transformed the place into a temple of prayer which had been
profaned by unclean sacrifices and images [Is 56.7, Mk 11.17].
After completing night prayer, he resumed at daybreak, but
when the temple’s custodian began to perform his rites to the
demons at sunrise, he claimed that he could not approach the
temple because [Gregory] blocked the way.

The custodian then attempted to invite demons into the
temple using sacrifices of purification and sacred rituals. How-
ever, his endeavors were ineffectual because the demons were
not accustomed to respond to this enticement. Overcome
with a furious rage, the custodian seized that great man and
threatened him with various intimidations and to bring him
to the leaders.

He wanted to lay hands upon him and reveal his audacity
to the king because a Christian who was hostile to the gods
had the effrontery to enter the temple. His admission to the
temple for performing services was refused, and he could no
longer visit places where oracles were made to demons.

The custodian’s harsh anger was enkindled at [Gregory’s]
splendid resolve, and he hurled all kinds of threats against
the blessing offered by the true God. He alleged to have more
fortitude than his opponent and had the privilege of entering
those places anytime he wished as well as being able to prove
this. The temple keeper was so struck with admiration at
[Gregory’s] ability to perform wonders that he again invoked
the demons to enter the temple. Having learned about this,
the great man suddenly snatched a piece of the book and
gave it to the temple keeper while angrily commanding the
demons. The words of this epitaph read as follows: “Gregory
to Satan: Enter.”

When the temple keeper received this little book to place on
the altar according to custom, he offered burnt sacrifices and
various types of unclean rites and again beheld what he had
seen before the demons were ejected from the temple which
contained the idols. Having accomplished this, he realized
that Gregory was endowed with divine power which made
him stronger than the demons. Before leaving the city, he
promptly grasped Gregory in order to learn about his secret
and about God who had vanquished the demons. When the
great man gave a brief account about the mystery of piety,
a certain temple guardian approached him who was in all
likelihood uninitiated into divine matters. He was inclined to
believe that it was too inconsequential for God to appear to
men in the flesh. But when Gregory said that these miracles
are possible not by reason but by faith, the temple keeper
begged to see a miracle which would strengthen him in the
faith. Right then and there it is said to everyone’s surprise
that Gregory performed a great miracle.

After the temple guardian found a huge stone which in his
eyes seemed unmovable by human means but only through
the power of faith, Gregory ordered it transferred to another
place. That great man at once charged the large stone which
seemed endowed with life to move to that place designated by
the temple’s keeper. Once this was accomplished, the man im-
mediately believed and forsook his entire family, household,
wife, children, friends, the priesthood and possessions. In
their place he requested to participate in [Gregory’s] greatness,
accomplishments, divine philosophy and teaching.

Thus [Gregory] prevailed against the demons’ strength and
paraded the temple guardian as a victory trophy, a sight which
filled the people with awe. With faith and courage he trium-
phantly entered the city, not with chariots, horses, asses and
boasting in the number of supporters but attended by the full
array of virtues. The town’s entire populace gathered to learn
about this wonder, and everyone desired to see that man called
Gregory. They considered him a god who exercised authority
and did whatever he wished against the demons in order to
subject them. Having vanquished their patron to his authority
and despising the honor which was formerly theirs, he changed
their way of life and everything which pertained to it.
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THE EVIL OF ABORTION: OUR
UNSPOKEN JIHAD
By Matt Spivey, from the American Thinker” magazine, 01/22/09.

In Arabic, the word “jihad” means “inner struggle,” and

for those involved in one particular battle, there is no
simple answer and varying perspectives cause, in many cases,
violent reactions and repercussions. That word has come
to signify the murder of innocence and the demolition of
security in a time of worldwide uncertainty. The death toll
keeps rising as years keep passing, and fighting in this war
guarantees earning the label of “radical,” “extremist,” or
“fanatic.” Yet those who do keep fighting are actually trying
to save lives. With the 36t year of “Roe v. Wade” passing
today, the war rages on.

Sarah Palin was the only candidate in the 2008 election to
take a truly vocal stance in her pro-life values, and as we all
have learned, she lives what she believes. For her efforts in
promoting life and keeping sacred every human, no matter
how small, she received the above
adjectives from liberals as famous
as Michael Moore, who called her
“an extremist,” to the most unim-
portant of bloggers who called her
“one of those radical Christians”
and a “flaky fanatic.” And it’s not
just the big-mouth blowhards who
took the potshots. Even widely
read publications like Newsweek
have said her “pro-life extremism
is ... ethically flawed.” The Huff-
ington Post called her “the most
extremist” candidate we have seen in decades, if ever. And
NARAL unsurprisingly released headlines describing her
as “radically pro-life.” But perhaps Palin’s “pro-life fanati-
cism” was masquerading as another term her opponents
misconstrued—common sense.

In a time when Americans are overseas fighting certain
groups of people who believe it is their duty to kill blameless
victims for their own religious glorification, equating the
terminology associated with such hostile perpetrators to a
woman who campaigns to keep alive and treat equally all
citizens regardless of their stage of life is not only descrip-
tively inaccurate, but tragically inappropriate.

In addition to misleading the public with misrepresenta-
tive words, some celebrities are rewriting the documents
of our founding fathers in the process. Roseanne Barr, on
“Real Time” with Bill Maher, compared Palin’s desire to
overturn “Roe v. Wade” to “overturning the laws” that gave
women the right to vote. Likewise, fellow comedian Whoopi
Goldberg claimed on “The View” that prohibiting abortion

would be like “rewriting the Constitution” and worried of
the reinstitution of slavery. As a clear indication of the failure
of our public schools, these women clearly do not know the
difference between the process of a Supreme Court decision
and the creation of Constitutional amendments. As most
high school Government students should be able to attest,
“Roe v. Wade” is not an amendment and does not need the
involvement of an overwhelming majority of the states and a
strenuous ratification procedure like the abolition of slavery
and institution of women’s suffrage each did.

So while we clear the air on appropriate adjectives to de-
scribe the beliefs of conservatives and what abortion legisla-
tion actually entails and represents, let’s look at something
that gets overlooked in this heated debate: the facts. Accord-
ing to a 2007 study in the not-so-conservative Time Maga-
zine, less than 1.5% of abortions are attributed to rape or
incest. Problems with the health of the mother account for
12% of abortions but do not clarify as to the mortal danger
of the mother giving birth; thus we can assume the per-
centage of the mother’s life being at risk to be much lower.
Nearly all other cases of abortion,
Time states, are labeled as matters
of “convenience,” with reasons giv-
en by women that include “can’t
afford it” and “would drastically
change my life.” No kidding.

The conservative Center for Bio-
ethical Reform puts these numbers
at 1% rape/incest, 6% maternal
health reasons, and 93% conve-
nience. Other independent sources
cite the statistics for abortive oc-
currences as being even lower in
cases of rape or incest and in life-threatening cases for the
mother, while the personal choice number rises to 98%.
The reproductive health and policy oriented Guttmacher
Institute shows similar results. Despite a few percentage
shifts here and there, the blatantly obvious theme we can
identify is that the greatest arguments for abortion, even
from some Republicans, are actually much rarer than we
are led to believe by activists and the media.

Abortion is not an issue about violence against women.
If it were liberals would be fine with doctors providing
abortions only in cases of rape or incest—the 1% rate does
not a case make, however. Therefore, we may deduce that
nearly all pregnancies occur through voluntary sex, and
those involved are fully aware of the consequences of such
an activity. We can then take the next logical step and sur-
mise that abortion is not even about protecting moms.
Since all those women having voluntary sex should know
the risks of having a living thing growing inside them, they
are automatically putting themselves in potential peril for
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the purpose of having a child. So let’s call the pro-abortion
crowd what they really are: activists for having sex without
consequence or responsibility.

As a personal contrast to the misguided hype of liberals, I
once met a woman with a pro-life stance. I asked her what
she would do if she was raped. She explained to me that
there are thousands of loving families in this country who
would love to raise a child that she was not ready for.

So I asked what she would do if she ever got pregnant
through a contraceptive malfunction. She plainly told me
that there are no accidents. If youre planning on having
sex, you're planning on having a baby.

So I went for the toughest question of all. I asked if she
would want to be saved if the baby was endangering her
life. Without a second of hesitation, she responded with
more grace, toughness, and selflessness than I'd ever seen
in another person. She simply said, “Let me go—the baby’s
more important.”

That is true feminism. That is generosity, and determina-
tion, and love at its most inspirational. That is what being
pro-choice really means: making the right decision, and
when a complicated result arises, making another right de-
cision. And then doing that every day. And that’s why I
married that young woman.

Is my wife a radical? Are conservatives really extremists or
fanatics by believing all children should be respected in life
and raised in love? Maybe some like Sarah Palin are genuine
leaders who will guide not only those closest to them, but all
Americans, to do what is right, even when it is difficult. Janu-
ary 22 is a dark day for those who believe in God’s gift of life,
but maybe the jihad against the unborn can be prevented if
facts are made clear, derogatory words are attributed to right-
ful perpetrators, and we all take more personal responsibility.
I don't think that’s too extreme.

T
From “Elder Hieronymos, the Hesychast of Aegina (+1966),” by Peter
Botsis, Athens, 1991.

hortly before World War I, a Turk visited Fr. Hieronymos’
humble hermitage. The Turk told the elder that his master,
a judge, had sent him to invite the elder to his house.

The elder became a little worried. He was not accustomed
to receiving invitations to “social receptions” and his mind
began to suspect that he might experience some evil or
temptation. However, he prayed to God and followed the
Turkish servant.

On their arrival at the judge’s large home, the judge him-
self welcomed him, with much warmth, as a matter of fact.
They sat on a great divan (sofa-like furniture) and the judge
began the conversation:

“Efendi (master, £4.) papa, I am a Turk, a Moslem. From the
salary I receive, I keep whatever is necessary for my family’s
support, and the rest I spend on alms. I help widows, orphans,
the poor; I provide dowries for impoverished young women
so that they can get married, I help the sick. I keep the fasts
with exactness, I pray and, in general, I try to live a life con-
sistent with my faith. Also, when I sit in judgment, I strive
to be just, and never take a person’s position into account,
no matter how great he is.”

Then looking deep into the elder’s eyes, he asked:

“What do you say? Are all these things that I do sufficient for
me to gain that Paradise that you Christians talk about?”

The elder was impressed by all that the Turkish judge told
him, and he immediately brought to mind the Roman cen-
turion Cornelius mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles. In
the Turkish judge and the Roman centurion he perceived
two similar lives. He understood that the judge was a just
man of noble sentiments.

“Perhaps,” thought the elder, “my mission is like that of
the Apostle Peter, who instructed the Roman centurion.”
The elder determined, therefore, that he would bear witness
to his Faith.

“Tell me, efendi, do you have children?”

“Yes, I do.”

“Do you have servants?”

“I have servants also.”

“Which of the two carry out your orders better—your
children or your servants?”

“Assuredly, my servants, because my children—with the
familiarity that they have toward me—often disobey me
and do whatever they wish, whereas my servants always do
whatever I tell them.”

“Tell me, I pray thee, efendi, when you die, who will in-
herit your wealth—your servants, who executed your wishes
faithfully, or your children who disobey you?”

“Well, my children, of course. Only they have rights of
inheritance, whereas the servants do not.”

“Well then, efendi, what you do is good, but the only
thing your good works can do is place you in the category
of those that are good servants. If, however, you desire to
inherit Paradise, the Kingdom of the Heavens, then you
have to become a son. And that can be accomplished only
through Baptism.”

The Turkish judge was greatly impressed by the elder’s
parable. They spoke for a long time after this, and at the
end he asked the elder to catechize him and baptize him.
And thus, after a little while, the good judge was baptized
and became a Christian.
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AND ALL THINGS, WHATSOEVER YE
SHALL ASK IN PRAYER, BELIEVING,
YE SHALL RECEIVE [MT 21:22]

Author unknown (this beautiful story was written by a doctor who
worked in Central Africa).

ne night I had worked hard to help a mother in the

labor ward; but in spite of all we could do, she died,
leaving us with a tiny, premature baby and a crying two-year-
old daughter... We would have difficulty keeping the baby
alive; as we had no incubator (we had no electricity to run an
incubator). We also had no special feeding facilities.

Although we lived on the equator, nights were often chilly
with treacherous drafts. One student midwife went for the
box we had for such babies and the cotton wool that the baby
would be wrapped in. Another went to stoke up the fire and
fill a hot water bottle. She came back shortly in distress to tell
me that in filling the bottle, it had burst (for rubber perishes
easily in tropical climates). e

“And it is our last hot water bottle!”
she exclaimed.

As in the West, it is no good crying
over spilled milk, so in Central Africa [
it might be considered no good cry- |
ing over burst water bottles. They do [
not grow on trees, and there are no gt
drugstores down forest pathways.

“All right,” I said, “put the baby as
near the fire as you safely can, and
sleep between the baby and the door
to keep it free from drafts. Your job
is to keep the baby warm.”

The following noon, as I did most days, I went to have
prayers with many of the orphanage children who chose to
gather with me. I gave the youngsters various suggestions of
things to pray about and told them about the tiny baby... I
explained our problem about keeping the baby warm enough,
mentioning the hot water bottle, and that the baby could so
easily die if it got chills. I also told them of the two-year-old
sister, crying because her mother had died.

During prayer time, one ten-year-old girl, Ruth, prayed with
the usual blunt conciseness of our African children.

“Please, God” she prayed, “Send us a hot water bottle today.
Itll be no good tomorrow, God, as the baby will be dead, so
please send it this afternoon.”

While I gasped inwardly at the audacity of the prayer, she
added:

“And while You are about it, would You please send a dolly
for the little girl so she’ll know You really love her?”

As often with children’s prayers, I was put on the spot..
Could I honestly say “Amen”? I just did not believe that God
could do this. Oh, yes, I know that He can do everything;
the Bible says so. But there are limits, aren’t there? The only

way God could answer this particular prayer would be by
sending me a parcel from the homeland. I had been in Af-
rica for almost four years at that time, and I had never, ever,
received a parcel from home. Anyway, if anyone did send
me a parcel, who would put in a hot water bottle? I lived on
the equator!

Halfway through the afternoon, while I was teaching in the
nurses’ training school, a message was sent that there was a
car at my front door. By the time I reached home, the car had
gone, but there on the porch was a large 22-pound parcel. I
felt tears pricking my eyes. I could not open the parcel alone,
so I sent for the orphanage children. Together we pulled off
the string, carefully undoing each knot. We folded the paper,
taking care not to tear it unduly... Excitement was mounting.
Some thirty or forty pairs of eyes were focused on the large
cardboard box.

From the top, I lifted out brightly-colored, knitted jer-
seys. Eyes sparkled as I gave them out. Then there were the

- . knitted bandages for the leprosy
patients, and the children looked
a little bored. Then came a box of
mixed raisins and sultanas—that
would make a batch of buns for the
weekend. Then, as I put my hand
in again, I felt the....could it really
be?

I grasped it and pulled it out.
Yes, a brand new, rubber hot water
bottle. I cried. I had not asked God
& to send it; I had not truly believed
that He could...

Ruth was in the front row of the
children. She rushed forward, crying out:

“If God has sent the bottle, He must have sent the dolly,
too!”

Rummaging down to the bottom of the box, she pulled out
the small, beautifully-dressed dolly. Her eyes shone! She had
never doubted! Looking up at me, she asked:

“Can I go over with you and give this dolly to that little girl,
so she’ll know that Jesus really loves her?””

“Of course,” I replied!

That parcel had been on the way for five whole months,
packed up by my former Sunday school class, whose leader
had heard and obeyed God’s prompting to send a hot water
bottle, even to the equator. And one of the girls had put in
a dolly for an African child—five months before, in answer
to the believing prayer of a ten-year-old to bring it “that
afternoon.”

And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. (Is 65:24).

Stop telling God how big your storm is. Instead, tell the
storm how big your GOD IS. Believe and you shall receive;
doubt and you shall do without!
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RELIGIOUS HOMILIES & BOOKS OFFERED BY THE ST. POIMEN BROTHERHOOD
# Type & Author / Description Price | Order | Sub-
Format Publicist / (USs) # Total
Homilist
In ENGLISH
CrotA | CD-mp3 | C. Zalalas 1 CDs, The Life of Tobit (Fr. Athanasios Mitilinaios — 20 homilies) FREE -
D1o2A | DVD-mp3 | C. Zalalas 1 DVD, The Book of Revelation (Fr. Athanasios Mitilinaios — the first 48 | FREE —
of his 102 homilies on the vision of St. John the Theologian)
C201A [ CD-mp3 | Fr. Demetrios | A series of homilies on (1)The Mystery of Marriage, (2) The Long- FREE —
Carellas Suffering Job, (3) Our Panagia,and (4) Our Holy Orthodoxy
Bro1 Book St. Poimen Bro. | Annual volumes of “Orthodox Heritage,” spriral-bound, 2003, -4, -5, -6, -7, | 19¢ea
A-D -8, and/or -9. Please SPECIFY year(s):
Bio2 Book K. Yiannitsiotis | With Elder Porfyrios (415 pages) 25
Bros Book K. Ioannidis Elder Porfyrios (367 pages) 18
Bro4 Book Fr. Agapios The Divine Flame of Elder Porfyrios 10
B202 Book Panaghia Mon. | Elder Anthimos Vayianos (+1960) -- (190 pages) 10
B203 Book Monk Moses Blessed Elder George Karslides (+1959) -- (150 pages) 10
B2o4 Book Orth. Kypseli | “St. Parthenios of Chios” 105 pgs -- small booklet format 6
B2os Book Orth. Kypseli | Life - Miracles - Prophecies of St. Seraphim of Viritsa (150 pages) 10
B206 Book Orth. Kypseli | Counsels for Life by Fr. Epiphanios (222 pages) 15
Baoy Book Orth. Kypseli | Fr. Philotheos Zervakos: Autobiography, Homilies & Miracles (236 pages) IS
B208 Book Orth. Kypseli | Papa-Dimitri Gagastathis, the Man of God (132 pages) 10
In GREEK
010A-G | DVD-mps3 | IIp. ABavéciog | 7 DVDs, 1.650 duiieg (8An 0 cepd dptdv tod natpog Abavasiov tod | FREE —
Movutiinvaiog | Mutiinvaiov, £mi oAA®Y Koi Stopopwv Depdtav) -- 1 cepa ad T eivot £vag
TVELLOTIKOG ONcawpog Yo kabe EAAnvopHddo&o Xpiotiavo
020A-C | DVD-mp3 | [Tavayomovlog | 3 DVDs, 617 opukieg, Ioddd kai Adpopa Oépato FREE —
030A CD-mp3 | Adgopor Atdpopeg Opdieg and 10 S10pBodo&o Beoroyikd ocvvédpro pe Bépa | FREE —
«OIKOYMENIEMOZX: Téveon, ITpocdokies, Atoyedoeioy
031A-B [ CD-mp3 | Atdpopot Atdpopeg Opikieg amd T V0 AopBoddéa Xvvedpua: «Iépovtag Toone 6 [ FREE —
‘Hovyaotg, Aytov'Opog — Ouhokodikn eumeipion, 2004 &2005
040A-C | DVD-mp3 | Mntp. Agpe- 3 DVDs, 685 opkieg Mntp. Agpecod ABavaciov, Atdpopao Opota FREE —
60D ABavaoiog
B-001 Book TNovvitoiowtg | Kovta otov I'épovta ITopeipio (495 cerideg) 25
B-002 | Book Toavviong ‘O I'épov [opeipiog (310 cerideg) 18
B-003 Book Ip. Aydmog | H Ogikn @Aoyo (ITod Avaye 6 I'épovtag Iopeipiog, 110 cel.) 10
GRAND TOTAL===>

-- 'The above prices include all applicable S&H costs to the US only --

T 1 1
1o all who order our FREE CDs / DVDs

If you are able o financially support our humble efforts in spreading the Word of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, in whatever sum you
deem appropriate, we assure you that your contributions will be dedicated exclusively for this purpose by our non-profit organization.
Eav 0vvacbe va COVOPGUETE OTIS TATEIVES LA TIPOOTEOELES yid Tijv EXEKTAcT) T0D Adyov 10D Kvpiov ket Zwtipog judv Incod Xpioro,
Elg OMOLOOTOTE TOOOV, 0 KOIVOTOIODUE OTI Of TPOCPOPES OaG OPIEPAVOVIAL GTOKAEICTIKASG KOl APILOKEPODS TPOS AVTOV TOV CKOTO.

Credit Card holders may order through the Internet, using PayPal -- please see our website (http://www.OrthodoxHeritage.org) for details.
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THE DELUDED “ASCETIC” WHO
MADE 3,000 PROSTRATIONS A DAY

Source: “Contemporary Ascetics of Mount Athos,”vol. 1, by Archimandrite
Cherubim, pp. 259-60.

Elder Daniel Katounakiotis of blessed
memory was an early 20" century Athonite
elder who had the gift of discernment. His

the Holy Mountain, continues to this day
and is known as “Danielaioi.”

e Trof
i When Elder Daniel Katounaki-
s otis (+1929) was in the Russian
Monastery, he observed that a certain
TR | monk living in asceticism in a kathisma
outside the Monastery played a role of a great ascetic. He fasted
severely, wore the most wretched clothes, walked around barefoot
even in winter, etc. Among other things, while the rule called for
300 prostrations a day, he made 3000. For this reason the other
monks marvelled at him.

Elder Daniel, even though he was younger at the time, displayed
no enthusiasm. He discerned a situation that was not pleasing
to God. He noticed that the door of his kathisma contained an
opening which allowed the passers-by to look in and praise his
great asceticism. His love moved him to report the situation to
the abbot, and thus save the brother from delusion.

brotherhood, at the Katounakia region of

The abbot set out for the kathisma of the “super-ascetic.”
“How are you doing here, father?”
“By your prayers, Elder, well. I struggle and weep over my

»

“Only you never come to tell me your thoughts.”

“What could I tell you, Elder? You know them all. I am a sin-
ner who struggles.”

“How do you struggle? Tell me, do you make prostrations?”

“Yes, Elder, I make a few.”

“How many?”

“By your prayers, 3,000 a day.”

“What! Why 3,000? Who gave you a blessing to do so many?
No, don't ever do 3,000 again. What are you trying to portray—a
‘super-ascetic” From now on do only fifty, so you won't get
proud.”

With that the abbot left.

The incision had been made, and the abscess soon revealed its
foul contents. For the former “great ascetic” made a 180-degree
turn. He was unable to make even fifty prostrations. Instead of
ragged clothes he now wore whatever was most expensive, and
had the choicest foods brought to his poor table. Naturally, the
other fathers were astonished, and they understood that his
excessive ascetic practices had been fed by the spirit of pride.
This explained this surprising change, for the spirit of delusion
runs after extremes.

According to patristic wisdom, the extreme, the superfluous,
and the excessive are “of the demons”.





