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THE NATIVITY OF

OUR LORD

By St. John Maximovitch (his 1962 Nativity
epistle to his flock).

Thou, Who art the God of peace and
the Father of compassion, didst send
unto us the Angel of Thy great Coun-
sel, granting us peace.
T
he Angel of the pre-eternal Coun-
sel of the Holy Trinity comes to
the earth. This is not an ordinary mes-
senger; it is the Only-begotten Son of
God Himself. He brings peace to men.
Peace be unto you, He said more than
once to His disciples. Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you, He says

to the apostles at the Mystical Supper,

not as the world
giveth, give I unto
you. And appear- [
ing after His Res- i
urrection, again :
He says: Peace be | &
unto you.

For he is our
peace, the Holy
Apostle Paul says
concerning Him:
He came to the §
earth to reconcile
man unto God by
the Cross, having
slain the enmity §
thereby. And having |§
come, He preached .
peace to those afar off and to those near,
because through Him we both have access
unto the Father.

The wall that separated heaven and
earth is destroyed; the sword that
barred the way to the Tree of Life dis-
appears. Unto man that had sinned
comes his Creator, calling him into
His embrace! By the mouths of the
apostles, the Holy Spirit cries out: /n

Christ, be ye reconciled to God. You that
had sinned came not to God, but the
Son of God, before Whom you sinned,
came to you! He calls everyone to Him-
self; He gives forgiveness to everyone
who merely thirsts for this. For without
the desire of man himself, without at
least his little effort, God’s peace can-
not settle in him.

The Lord forces no one to come to
Him, but calls everyone: Come unto
me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Come all ye
who are heavy laden with sins, who are
exhausted from your labors and who do
not find rest! You shall find that inner
peace, which you will find nothing on
earth more desirable than. The soul will
feel unearthly peace and joy.

e S The Magi who
worshipped the
Babe  experi-
enced that joy;
the shepherds,
% finding Him ly-
* ™" ing in a manger,
also felt it. But
¥ neither peace nor
! joy touched the
i| heart of Herod
and those who
§ wanted to destroy
the Babe. For evil
desire and malice
are incompatible
i| with inner peace.
4 And whoever does
not have inner peace, also sows strife
and malice about.

The Church now calls us to meet
Christ Who comes from heaven. What
can we do in order to meet Him like
the Magi, and not like Herod? Ye thar
desire life, keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from speaking guile. Turn
away from evil and do good; seek peace
and pursue it. It tends to be hard to do
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this; we are weak when it comes to everything good. But the
Son of God even came for this: in order to strengthen us.

Not for naught was He born in Bethlehem, which signifies

“house of bread.”

He feeds us with heavenly food, His flesh. “God, the Lord
and Creator of all, as a babe in the flesh, is worshipped in a
poor manger, crying out: ‘Eat My body and through faith
be made steadfast.”

These words of the divine Babe are directed to us. Let us
hearken to His call! Let us follow the Magi; let us hasten
with the shepherds! Our churches are now that cave of
Bethlehem. Not illusory, but in reality does He, Who is
now being born in His most pure flesh, rest in them. Let us
worship Him; let us offer as a gift our thoughts and desires;
let us confess our sins, and let us taste of His immaculate
Body and Blood. Whoever did not do this earlier, let him
at least accomplish it now, when the star of Bethlehem is
already shining! Our minds will be enlightened and the
heart will hear:

Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace, good

will among men!

When we are compelled by our conscience to accomplish
all the commandments of God, then we shall under-
stand that the law of the Lord is faultless. It is performed
through our good actions, but cannot be perfected by men
without God’s mercy.

St. Mark the Ascetic

WHY THE NATIVITY FAST HAS
BEEN ESTABLISHED
From “Orthodox Russia,” No. 21, 1999.

he Orthodox Church pre-

pares its faithful to wel-
come the Nativity of Christ in
\' a worthy manner by means of a
M 40-day Nativity fast, which lasts
¢ from November 15t to Decem-
® ber 25th,
| Besides generally known rea-
sons, the Nativity fast is also un-
dertaken by Orthodox Christians

: “! in order to venerate the suffering
and sorrow undergone by the Holy Mother of God at the
hands of the scribes and the Pharisees just prior to the
sacred event of Christ’s Nativity.

Holy Tradition tells us that shortly before the righteous
Joseph and the Holy Virgin set off for Bethlehem, they were
subjected to the following tribulation. A certain scribe by the
name of Ananias, entering their home and seeing the Virgin
pregnant, was severely distressed and went to the High Priest
and the entire Jewish council, saying: “Joseph the carpenter,
who has been regarded as a righteous man, has committed
an iniquity. He has secretly violated the Virgin Who was
given to him from the temple of God for safekeeping. And
now She is with child.” Then the High Priest’s servants went
to Joseph’s house, took Mary and Joseph, and brought them
to the High Priest, who began to denounce and shame the
Most-blessed Virgin Mary.

[ reHMoI
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But the Holy Virgin, crying in deep sorrow, replied: The
Lord God is My witness that I am innocent and have known
no man. Then the High Priest accused the righteous Jo-
seph, but the latter swore on oath that he was not guilty
of this sin. Yet the High Priest did not believe them and
subjected them to the trial that was customary in those
times, (when a woman suspected of violation was given
to drink bitter water that had been cursed by the High
Priest). However, the trial just served to confirm the in-
nocence of the Holy Virgin and the righteous Joseph. All
those present were amazed at this, unable to understand
how a Virgin could simultaneously be with child and yet
remain inviolate.

After that the High Priest allowed the holy couple to go
home in peace. The righteous Joseph took the Virgin Mary
and went to his house, joyously glorifying God. But this was
not the end of the Holy Theotokos’ trials. It is well known
that afterwards she shared with Joseph the toil of a three-day
journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. And in Bethlehem
there was no place for the Holy Virgin either in an inn, or
in some home, and since night was already approaching, She
was forced to seek shelter in a cave which served as a resting
place for cattle. In this humblest of shelters the Most-blessed
Virgin remained in prayer and divine contemplation. It is
here that She painlessly gave birth to our Lord Jesus Christ,
Saviour of the world.

We can see from all of the above that the days imme-
diately preceding the Nativity were not days of rest and
comfort for the Holy Mother of God. In those days She
suffered various sorrows and trials, but did not leave off
her prayers and contemplation. The Holy Church appeals
to the faithful to participate, at least to some small degree,
in the Holy Theotokos’ spiritual labor, constraining one’s
flesh during the Nativity fast and nourishing one’s soul
with prayer. However, the Church warns us that external
fasting only is not enough. We must also apply ourselves to
internal fasting, which consists of shunning malice, deceit,
wrath, worldly bustle, and other vices. During this fast,
as at all times, we must show works of love and mercy to
our fellow beings, doing all we can to help those in need
and in sorrow. Only then will our fasting be genuine and
not hypocritical, only then will it be God-pleasing, and
only then will we know the true joy of the bright feast of
Christ’s Nativity.

ake as an example the wisdom of Joseph and his sub-
mission. Do battle in chastity and service until you
make yourself a kKing,.

St. Pachomius (+348)

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER

Author unknown.

very day we say... thank you Lord! Just this once, Lord,
I want to come to you with no problems, but simply

to say, Thank You:

For your forgiveness when I fail.

For the sheer joy of sleep when I'm terribly tired.

For silent strength of humility when pride overtakes me.

For the justice of your laws when people are cruel.

For the remedies for sickness when I am ill.

For the simplicity or orderliness when I face confusion.

For the assurance that you have made a place especially for
me when I feel inadequate among my peers.

For the joy of helping others when I see people in need.

For the earthly evidence of your will when I'm trying to
find out what life is all about.

For the reality of your world, when I stray too far into
fantasy.

For the rightness of reasonableness when I panic too
quickly.

For the fun that refreshes when everything gets too serious.

For the renewal in moments of silence when I'm overly
stressed.

Thank you Lord, for all of these things.

But most of all, thank you for your abiding presence that
makes every day I live a day of Thanksgiving!

day the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendant One. What

can I, the unworthy and filthy one, say about the grandeur

of the innumerable dispensations of the Most High God! I am

astonished and unable to look directly at it as I contemplate
this mystery.

How did God condescend to be an infant in a cave of ir-
rational beasts? How was He wrapped in swaddling clothes
and carried in the holy arms of the holy Virgin, He Who
was born by the Father without a mother! Grear art Thou,
O Lord, and wondrous are Thy deeds, and no word sufficeth to
hymn Thy wonders! Ob, the depth of the riches of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! (Rom 11:33).

My soul shall rejoice in the Lord; I shall noetically smother
with kisses that most sweet and blessed Infant, so that He
may deliver me from my irrational passions.

Elder Ephraim
From “Counsels from the Holy Mountain”
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE BIBLE

From “Christian Answers for Our Days,” a pamphlet made available
by Ms. Sarah M.

From _The Editor: Televi-
sion is having an ever increas-
ing role and influence on our
beliefs and (worse) knowledge
& of arts and sciences. There are
“_ certain TV channels that are
- beginning to be viewed more
W and more as final authorities

— MBS RL on history (e.g., the History
C/mnne/ Dzscovery Channel, etc.). These channels often find
it necessary to attack the bistoricity of the Biblical record with
‘expert opinion.” We thus thought that our readers would find
the subject article interesting and informative.

We are aware that many have no desire ro be either a Jew or
a Christian, especially in a society where these religions have
become so politicized. This does not mean, however, that the
original authors of the Bible intended their histories, poetry,
and letters to be used in the political way that they often are
now. It is interesting that when the historicity of the works of
ancient Hindu or Buddbist authors comes up, nobody ques-
tions their authenticity; meanwhile, the authors of the Bible
are constantly attacked by an embittered group of Western
Scholars.” All of us, also, can respect the writings of Confucius
or Lao Tzu as representative of their culture(s) and as reliable
witnesses of their surroundings and times. Should not Biblical
authors be afforded the same treatment?

10 help remedy the trend, the subject article presents some state-
ments from various archaeologists. Of especial note among them
is Sir William Ramsay, who set out to prove Luke, author of the
gospel that bears his name and the book of Acts, wrong. Instead,
he came back with a profound respect for this author.

TF 7
A{Chaeology is the study of material remains of past human
ife and activities. An archaeologist is the person who
conducts the research of those material remains.

Here’s what some of the great archaeologists and students
of archaeology had to say about how material remains of past
human life and activities affected the Bible.

1. Nelson Glueck - “It may be stated categorically that no ar-
chacological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference.”

2. William F. Albright - “There can be no doubt that ar-
chaeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of Old
Testament traditions.”

3. E E Bruce - “Where Luke has been suspected of inac-
curacy, and accuracy has been vindicated by some inscrip-
tional evidence, it may be legitimate to say archaeology has
confirmed the New Testament record.”

4. Merrill Unger - “Old Testament archacology has redis-

covered whole nations, resurrected important peoples, and

in a most astonishing manner filled in historical gaps, adding
immeasurably to the knowledge of biblical backgrounds.”

5. Miller Burrows - “Archaeology has in many cases refuted
the views of modern critics. It has shown in a number of in-
stances that these views rest on false assumptions and unreal,
artificial schemes of historical development ... The excessive
skepticism of many liberal theologians stems not from a care-
ful evaluation of the available data, but from an enormous
predisposition against the supernatural.”

Archaeology and the Old Testament

1. Genesis derives the ancestry of Israel from Mesopotamia.
Archaeology confirms it.

2. Genesis 11:1 reads that “The whole earth was of one lan-
guage and one speech.” God confounded the language in
Genesis 11:9. Most philologists attest to the likelihood of such
an origin for the world’s languages.

3. In the genealogy of Esau, there is mention of the Ho-
rites (Gen. 36:20). Archaeology confirms the Horites were
a prominent group of warriors living in the near East in
Patriarchal times.

4. The Bible claims the walls of Jericho fell outwards. Critics
scoffed because “walls of cities do not fall outwards, they fall
inwards.” Archaeology proved in the early 1930s that the walls
of Jericho did fall outward, just as the Bible said.

5. One critic said the Biblical record of the laver made of
brass mirrors was not an original entry into the Priestly Code.
So, he dated the writing of the Law at s00 B.C. However,
archaeology has since found evidence of such bronze mirrors
in what is known as the Empire Period of Egypt’s history
(1500-1200 B.C.). That’s contemporary with Moses.

6. A century ago such familiar Biblical cities as Jericho,
Samaria, Bethel, Shiloh, Bethshan, Gezer, Nineveh, Babylon,
Ur and many others were shapeless mounds. Critics scoffed
at the Biblical record. Within the last 100 years, all of these
cities have been uncovered. The importance of the discoveries
is that the excavation has produced material which confirms
the Scriptres point after point.

7. Excavations are dated on the basis of levels at which things
are found. At Tepe Gawra, a few miles north of Nineveh, a
seal was found which depicted a man, a woman and a serpent.
Another seal depicted a man and a serpent. Another seal de-
picted a man and a women picking fruit from a tree. Behind
the woman was a serpent standing erect. The seals were found
in the level antedating 3000 B.C. It suggests that the story of
the temptation is very old. It was known about long before
Abraham and Moses. It was not some Hebrew fairy tale.

These are but a few of hundreds of confirmations of the Old
Testament from archaeology.

Archaeology and the New Testament

1. Sir William Ramsay is regarded as one of the greatest
archaeologists ever to have lived. He believed that the Book
of Acts was a product of the mid-second century A.D. (150
A.D.). He set out to prove it. However, after thorough re-
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search, he changed his mind. He became a firm defender for
the mid-first century authorship of Acts.

2. For many critics the account of the birth of Jesus was
held as ridiculous. They argued that there was no census, that
Quirinius was not Governor of Syria at that time and that
everyone did not have to return to his ancestral home for a
census. Archaeology has proven the critics wrong (again).

o The Romans had a regular enrollment of taxpayers
and held censuses every 14 years. The procedure was
begun under Augustus.

o Quirinius was Governor of Syria about 7 B.C.

o A papyrus found in Egypt gives directions for the
conduct of a census. Families were to return to their
own governments to complete family registration of the
enrollment and that the tilled lands might retain those
belonging to them.

3. Critics said Acts was unreliable because Luke wrote that
Lystra and Derbe were in Lycaonia and Iconium was not
(Acts 14:6). However, in 1910, Sir William Ramsay found a
monument that showed Iconium was a Phrygian city. Later
discoveries confirmed that.

4. In his letter to the Romans, Paul mentions the city treasur-
er, Erastus (Romans 16:23). The letter was written in Corinth.
Excavations of Corinth in 1929 found this inscripion on a
pavement: “Erastus, curator of public buildings, laid this
pavement at his own expense.” The pavement dates from
the 1st century A.D.

5. Many critics have blasted the usage of certain words by
Luke.

o Luke called rulers in Philippi “praetors.” Scholars
argued that two “duumuirs” would have ruled the town.
However, archaeology shows that the title of “praetor”
was employed by the magistrates of a Roman colony.
Luke was right.

o Luke called civil authorities in Thessalonica “poli-
tarchs.” Critics said there was no such person. However,
19 inscriptions have been unearthed which use the title.
Luke was right.

o Luke called Gallio “proconsul.” The Delphi inscrip-
tion was unearthed which reads: “As Lucius Junius Gal-
lio, my friend and the proconsul of Achaia.”

Sir William Ramsay wrote of Luke: “Luke is a historian of
the first rank ... this author should be placed along with the
very greatest of historians.”

The Bible is to be trusted as an authentic Book of antiquity.
Archaeology supports and confirms facts as stated in the Bible.
Additional Reading Sources

Read “An Introduction to Bible Archacology” by Howard
E Vos (1956, Moody Press, Chicago, IlL., 125 pages) for some
excellent basics to an understanding of how archaeology con-
firms the claims of Scripture.

You will enjoy reading the following books if you want to
go deeper into the study of Biblical Archacology.

o “The Philistines and the Old Testament,” Edward Hind-
son, 1971, Baker Books

o “Archaeology and Bible History,” Joseph Free, 1956, Scrip-
ture Press

o “Archacology and the Old Testament,” Merrill Unger,
1954, Zondervan Publishing

o “Highlights of Archaeology in Bible Lands,” Fred Wight,
1955, Moody Press

o “Out of the Earth,” E.M. Blaiklock, 1957, Eerdmans

o “Light from the Ancient Past,” ]. Finegan, 1959, Princeton
University Press

o “Excavations in Palestine,” F. Bliss and R.A.S. Macalister,
1902, Palestine Exploration Fund

o “The Old Testament in Modern Research,” H. Hahn,
1966, Fortress Press

o “Archacology and the Religion of Israel,” W.E. Albright,
1942, Johns Hopkins Press

o0 “Archaeology and the Old Testament,” J. Thompson, 1957,
Eerdmans

0 “Documents from Old Testament Times,” D.W. Thomas,
1965, Harper & Row

o “Archacology and the Ancient Testament,” J. Kelson, 1968,
Zondervan

o “Biblical Archaeology,” G.E. Wright, 1960, Westminster

Two other excellent resource books for researching archaeo-
logical finds that support the Bible are: “Unger’s Bible Hand-
book” (1967, Moody Press) and “Eerdmans’ Handbook to the
Bible” (1973, Eerdmans).

n the age of the Antichrist, when he will dominate the

world, the simple but genuine prayer of a Christian will
make him tremble, for Christians have tremendous power.

- Elder, some people say when the Antichrist comes, Chris-
tians will not be able to buy food and will starve.

- Well, Christians can live on bread and olives. The ones
who will suffer are those who are used to having ten differ-
ent kinds of cheeses on their table.

A fter the card, the identification cards and the establish-

ent of the filing system, they will maliciously proceed
to the marking by announcing on T.V. that someone stole
another person’s card and withdrew all his money from his
bank account. On the other hand, they will advertise the
“perfect system,” the marking of the Antichrist’s name, 666,
on the hand and forehead with laser beams which will not
be externally detectable.

Elder Paisios of the Holy Mountain
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THE CHOICE FOR LIFE
By Sonya Colberg, from “The Oklahoman,” October 16th, 2011.

From the Editor: Once in a while we read a mass media
story that instills hope in our minds for the future of our
society. This is one such story that every mother-to-be must
read. The choice for life for a healthy pregnant woman is
much easier than the decision made by the protagonist of
this story. In the end, cancer rook a human life ar the time
that our Creator allowed; in the process, a baby came to life
because of her mother’s choice for life. Ms. Crimm traded
her earthly life so that her baby can live; she said no ro
abortion, even when the majority of pro-lifers would have
deemed abortion as an acceptable avenue. We
are of the prayerful belief that our Lord and
Savior and His Most Holy Mother’s interces- . u
sions have granted Ms. Crimm her rightful B
place among His angels and saints. May her [
memory be eternal!

T F 7
S tacie Crimm called her brother with as-

tonishing news.

“You're not going to believe this,” she said. ' 5
She laughed and cried all at once that day Vv
in March as she explained that five preg- -
nancy tests showed she would be having
a child. It was a joyous surprise at age 41 but even more
so because she'd been told she would never be able to get
pregnant, said her brother, Ray Phillips.

But even as she shopped for clothes for the child she
longed to hold in her arms, she knew something was not
right. She sent 159 text messages about her pregnancy to
her brother in the months that followed. Many were joyful
but then the bone-chilling messages came in
during the predawn hours. She said severe
headaches and double vision tortured her ¥
while tremors wracked her entire body. 8

“I'm worried about this baby,” she texted. |

“I hope I live long enough to have this ’
baby,” said another message. “Bubba, if
anything happens to me, you take this
child.”

Initially, she and her brother used the Internet to try to
diagnose her illness. The single mother-to-be had been
exposed to mold while she was remodeling her home and
her symptoms seemed to match up to mold exposure. At
her family’s encouragement, she visited a number of doc-
tors. In July, a CT scan revealed that she had head and
neck cancer.

Now she had to choose between her life and her baby’s
life. Phillips said she agonized only for a while before de-
ciding against taking potentially life-saving chemotherapy

i
Ms. Stacie Crimm

Newborn Dottie Crimm

in hopes that she would soon hold a healthy baby in her
arms.
The Turning Point

Crimm collapsed at her home in Ryan and was rushed
to OU Medical Center in Oklahoma City on August
16th. Doctors said that the invasive tumor had begun
wrapping around the brain stem, slowly squeezing the
life out of Crimm. But on a beautiful sunny morning
two days later, Crimm felt good enough to sit on the
edge of her hospital bed to visit with her brother. He
returned to his medical equipment business in Edmond
with a lighter heart.

At noon, the baby’s heart rate plummeted. Then Crimm’s
heart stopped 90 minutes later. With “code
. blue” issued, doctors and nurses rushed to
< resuscitate her and decided it was best to
#%« take the 2-pound, 1-ounce baby, Dottie

£, Mae, by C-section.
A i Phillips raced back to the hospital, where
the baby was in neonatal intensive care and
the mother was in intensive care in a sepa-
. rate building.

“Sister was dying right there. She was
gasping,” he said. “The human body fights
death.”

A Mother’s Will

Crimm’s will was so strong she got off the ventilator and
was no longer under sedation after several days.

“There was still a lot of hope at that point,” said Jennifer
Phillips, Ray Phillips’ wife.

Doctors told the family that a treatment plan developed
for Crimm could offer a small chance of surviving the
aggressive cancer.

“The cancer was such that it had crossed
one of her eyes and it had destroyed the
muscle behind her eye. It paralyzed her
throat. When she did talk, she was hard
to understand. As far as her mind, she was
there,” Ray Phillips said.

But Crimm’s improvement was short-
lived. She often fell unconscious and
hadn’t been able to sign Dottie’s birth certificate. Phil-
lips gained guardianship because she frequently told him
that if she didn’t survive, she wanted him and his wife
to raise the baby with the four children they already
had at home.

“I think she’s a miracle. I just want to do right by her and
do what Stacie asked,” Jennifer Phillips said.

A Nurse’s Determination

On Sept. 8th, Crimm stopped breathing and once again

was resuscitated. Hospital doctors and nurses warned the

family that she likely was dying.
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“Her heart had stopped. She quit breathing. She was
technically dead, and then they brought her back,” said
Ray Phillips.

But she had not yet held the baby whose life she had
chosen above her own. She’d never touched the golden
fuff of fuzz framing her baby Dottie’s angelic face. Never
counted those fingers as tiny and perfect as a doll’s. Never
looked into those dark blue eyes. But a quiet yet deter-
mined nurse and mother, Agi Beo, couldn’t bear to think
of Crimm’s emotional pain.

“She was in the last stage with the brain tumor. And she
never got to see the baby,” Beo said.

“This baby was everything she had in this world.”

With Crimm’s death imminent, Beo worked with nurse
Jetsy Jacob to step up their questioning of the family,
healthcare professionals and disease experts about Crimm’s
condition, including her staph infection. They talked to
Neoflight, the medical center’s neonatal transport team,
about using a capsule-like ICU to safely move Dottie.

When his sister regained consciousness later that day,
Phillips asked what she thought about possibly seeing
Dottie. Crimm’s eyes popped open and she raised her
hands as if to ask where was her child. Nurses wheeled
Dottie down the hallway to her mother moments later.
Phillips said doctors, nurses and others clad in protective
gear gathered as nurses carefully lifted the baby from the
incubator under her mother’s watchful eye.

They placed the baby on her mother’s chest. Mother and
child gazed into each other’s eyes for several minutes. She
smiled at the baby who at last lay in her arms.

No one said a word. No one had a dry eye.

Stacie Crimm died three days later.

Last week, Ray Phillips fulfilled his last promise to his
sister. Healthy, 5-pound Dottie went home to live with Ray
and Jennifer Phillips and her four new siblings.

hrist the Lord came, as the strongest expression of

God’s unchanging love for mankind, to rekindle the
extinct fire of love in the hearts of God’s children, and to
make natural once more that which had, at one time, been
completely normal to man, as to the angels, and had in time
become unnatural. Were a mother not to love her child,
could that child love its mother? Were God not to love man,
could man love God? But God, from the beginning - and
from before the beginning - loves man, and it is therefore
natural for man to love God.

St. Nikolai Velimirovich (+1956)

ST. ANTHONY IN AN AMERICAN
PRISON

From “Orthodox Christian Prison Minsitry.”

his icon of Saint Anthony

is the work of an American
monastic named Anthony. The
unique situation of Anthony is
that he does not live in a mon-
astery, but in a maximum secu-
rity prison in Colorado.

Anthony has never entered an
Orthodox church, nor has he
attended “live” a liturgy or any
other service; he has only seen a
liturgy that was video recorded.
ZEE The same situation exists for the
other Orthodox Christians held in maximum security, such
as the monk Matthew, and the majority of lay people like
Loukas and George. This is because they became Orthodox
after a personal search and while in prison.

The Orthodox faithful in the penitentiary do not recog-
nize each other, since in this prison the detainees go into the
courtyard individually and do not meet each other — they are
completely isolated. But they can mail letters to the “outside
world,” in compliance to certain conditions of course, such as
the contents of the letters being checked. Our brothers under-
stand Orthodoxy much more than one would expect. Another
detainee, David, makes beautiful woolen prayer ropes, and has
sent them to many Christians in various parts of the world.

The Orthodox of this Maximum Security Prison are the
fruit of the grace of God through the missionary activity of
a remarkable priest, Fr. Stephan Powley, who for years served
there (he is now Chaplain of the prison).

Fr. Stephan, a former Evangelical Protestant, was ordained
in the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese in the USA (under
the Patriarchate of Antioch). He has been a prison Chaplain
since January 1985 and has served in every security level from
minimum to maximum. He is a priest in the Antiochian
Archdiocese and serves the Orthodox Churches of Southern
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Colorado as needed.

No one should plead inability to do what is asked of
us in the gospels, since there are souls who have ac-
complished far more than is commanded.

St. John Climacus
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MIRACLES OF AN ASCETIC: ST.

DANIEL THE STYLITE (+493)

From the Life of Daniel the Stylite (St. Daniel is commemorated on
December 11th).

certain man traveling to

Constantinople from the
East fell among robbers who
stole from him everything that
he had with him, mutilated his
| body, cut the sinews of his knees
| and leaving him half dead, went
| their ways.

By the providence of God,
however, they had not inflict-
ed any mortal wound on him.
Some wayfarers who came to
that place picked him up and
carried him to the city of An-
cyra, for it was close to that city that this had befallen him.
There they took him to the bishop who ordered him to be
conveyed to the hospital and cared for there. But while his
wounds were tended he was not able to walk. He therefore
made this request of the bishop:

- I was traveling to Constantinople in fulfillment of a vow
making my way to our lord Daniel, who stands on the col-
umn, when I met with this accident; and now that, thanks
to you, I have been healed it behooves me to fulfill my vow.
I pray you, therefore, servant of God, to send me safely to
Constantinople to the holy man.

The bishop, since he thought that this was a pious request;
gave him money for his expenses, also a beast and two men
to conduct him to the holy man Daniel.

So the men took him and brought him to the holy man’s
enclosure and then carried him and laid him in front of the
column. The man cried aloud and told the holy man the
reason for which he had come and related what had happened
to him and how he had been saved by the help of God and
the bishop.

The holy man sent thanks to the bishop for the kindness he
had shown to the man and after furnishing those who had
brought him with supplies for their journey he dismissed
them in peace with presents for the bishop. He handed over
the man to some of the servants with orders to carry him and
bring him to the enclosure daily at the hour of prayer, and
to anoint him with the oil of the saints; the man’s legs hung
down as if they did not belong to him.

After a few days, one Friday when the Saint had said the
prayers as usual and all had said Amen, the man suddenly
leapt from the litter, and stood on his feet and said with a
loud voice:

- Bless me, oh servant of God.

And he quickly ran up the steps and embraced the column
giving thanks the while to God.

A:‘ertain woman had a son of twelve years, Damianus by

ame, dumb from birth; him she brought to the holy
man’s enclosure and signing to him not to go away, she left
him and departed.

When the brethren saw the boy staying there and saying
nothing to anybody, they brought him to the holy man.
He, beholding him, ordered that he should remain in the
monastery, saying:

- The boy shall be God’s minister.

The brethren said:

- He is dumb, master!

He said to them:

- Moisten his tongue with the oil of the saints.

But the brethren suspected that from stress of poverty the
mother had suggested to him to feign dumbness; so very often
when the boy was asleep they woke him suddenly by making
a noise; and at other times they would prick him in the body
with needles or pens to see whether he would speak. But he
said nothing, as he was held by the power of dumbness.

One Sunday, after some considerable time had passed, when
the holy Gospel was going to be read aloud, and the deacon
had announced the lesson from the holy Gospel of St. Mat-
thew, the boy shouted out ahead of the others:

- Glory be to thee, oh Lord!

And after uttering this first cry he surpassed all the brethren
in his singing of the psalms. A certain chamberlain, Calo-
podius by name, had built an oratory to the holy Archangel
Michael and came to the holy man asking him to give him
some brethren for this oratory in Parthenopolis. And together
with the brethren the holy man gave him this boy to sing the
psalms and he became God’s minister, as the servant of God
had foretold about him.

So great are the achievements of grace, so great the gifts
of our Master to His sincere servants; he came not speaking
and became a good speaker, he came voiceless and gained a
beautiful voice, he was deserted by his mother as dumb and

he proved to be the wonderful herald of the church.

old fast humility, practice obedience, exercise hospitality,
keep the fasts, observe the vigils, love poverty, and above
all maintain charity, which is the first and great command-
ment; keep closely bound to all that regards piety, avoid the
tares of the heretics. Separate never from the Church your
Mother; if you do these things your righteousness shall be
perfect.

St. Daniel the Stylite
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THE TEMPLE GUARDIAN AND
SAINT GREGORY

By St. Gregory of Nyssa, from “The Life of St. Gregory Thaumatourgos
(the Wonderworker),” (commemorated 17 November).

fter leaving his solitude, [St. Gregory the Wonderwork-

er] at once hastened to the city where he felt obliged to
establish a church for God. He knew that the whole region
was under the grip of demons and that the temple of the
true God was not yet constructed; the entire city and sur-
rounding area was filled with pagan altars, sacred places and
all the people were devoted to images. They adorned the
temples and sacred places with images and the madness of
idolatry with processions. Their defilement gave substance
to rites and ceremonies.

Just as a noble commander routs the enemy in combat
by the strength of his battle order, so does that great man’s
valor set an example against the demons. How does he ac-
complish this?

Upon arriving in the city at evening from the countryside,
a violent rainstorm forced [St. Gregory] into the temple.
This place was renowned because one of the demons revered
there was accustomed to manifest himself to the temple’s
custodians, and a certain prophet was empowered to utter
oracles. Once [St. Gregory] entered the temple with several
companions, one of the demons was petrified at the invoca-
tion of Christ’s name. The saint, having purified the defiled
air with the figure of the Cross, he spent the entire night in
prayer and singing hymns according to his usual custom. In
this way, St. Gregory transformed the place into a temple of
prayer which had been profaned by unclean sacrifices and
images [cf. Is 56:7, Mk 11:17]. After completing night prayer,
he resumed at daybreak, but when the temple’s custodian be-
gan to perform his rites to the demons at sunrise, he claimed
that he could not approach the temple because St. Gregory
blocked the way.

The custodian then attempted to invite demons into the
temple using sacrifices of purification and sacred rituals.
However, his endeavors were ineffectual because the demons
were not accustomed to respond to this enticement. Over-
come with a furious rage, the custodian seized that great
man and threatened him with various intimidations and
to bring him to the leaders. He wanted to lay hands upon
St. Gregory and reveal his audacity to the king because a
Christian who was hostile to the gods had the effrontery to
enter the temple.

The saint’s admission to the temple for performing services
was refused, and he was prohibited from visiting places
where oracles were made to demons. The custodian’s harsh
anger was aroused by [St. Gregory’s] splendid resolve, and
he hurled all kinds of threats against the blessing offered to

the true God. The saint kept alleging to have more fortitude
than his opponent and the ability to enter those places any-
time he wished as well as being able to prove this.

The temple keeper was so struck with admiration at St.
Gregory’s ability to perform wonders that he again invoked
the demons to enter the temple. Having learned about this,
the great man suddenly snatched a piece of the book and
gave it to the temple keeper while angrily commanding the
demons. The words of this epitaph read as follows: Gregory
to Satan: Enter.

When the temple keeper received this little book to place on
the altar according to custom, he offered burnt sacrifices and
various types of unclean rites and again beheld what he had
seen before the demons were ejected from the temple which
contained the idols. Having accomplished this, he realized
that Gregory was endowed with divine power which made
him stronger than the demons. Before leaving the city, he
promptly grasped Gregory in order to learn about his secret
and about God who had vanquished the demons.

When the great man gave a brief account about the mystery
of piety, a certain temple guardian approached him who was
in all likelihood uninitiated into divine matters. He was in-
clined to believe that it was too inconsequential for God to
appear to men in the flesh. But when Gregory said that these
miracles are possible not by reason but by faith, the temple
keeper begged to see a miracle which would strengthen him
in the faith. Right then and there it was said to everyone’s
surprise that Gregory performed a great miracle.

After the temple guardian found a huge stone which in his
eyes seemed unmovable by human means but only through
the power of faith, Gregory ordered it transferred to another
place. That great man at once charged the large stone which
seemed endowed with life to move to that place designated
by the temple’s keeper. Once this was accomplished, the
man immediately believed and forsook his entire family,
household, wife, children, friends, the priesthood and pos-
sessions. In their place he requested to participate in [St.
Gregory’s] greatness, accomplishments, divine philosophy
and teaching.

Thus that great man [St. Gregory] prevailed against the
demons’ strength and paraded the temple guardian as a vic-
tory trophy, a sight which filled the people with awe. With
faith and courage he triumphantly entered the city not with
chariots, horses, asses and boasting in the number of support-
ers but attended by the full array of virtues. The town’s entire
populace gathered to learn about this the novel wonder, and
everyone desired to see that man called Gregory. They consid-
ered him a god who exercised authority and did whatever he
wished against the demons in order to subject them. Having
vanquished their patron to his authority and despising the
honor which was formerly theirs, he changed their way of
life and everything which pertained to it.
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THE INEVITABILITY OF SUFFERING
By New Martyr Archbishop John of Riga.

A Latvian by birth, Archbishop
John began his pastoral work in
Russia where he inspired such
love and devotion in his flock,
that when the Communist revo-
lution struck and trouble began,
volunteers from among the work-
ers organized a guard to watch
over him day and night. Seeing
N in him a bold accuser of the new
d regime, the Bolsheviks never left
the Archbishop in peace; he was constantly followed and sev-
eral attempts were made on his life.

In 1921, at the persistent entreaty of the Latvian Orthodox
Patriarch Tikhon, blessed Archbishop John returned to his na-
tive Latvia. Under his guidance life was restored to the much
suffering Latvian Orthodox Church. Here too he continued
to speak fearlessly, his voice sounding forth like an alarm
bell; the image of Golgotha often appeared in his sermons. He
never forgot the persecuted Orthodox in Russia and conducted
a ceaseless open battle against the Soviet atheist regime. In
turn, his political enemies did not forget him.

During the night of October 11, 1934, Archbishop John
ascended his own Golgotha. He was tortured and burned
alive in the attic of the cathedral. Over 100,000 people ac-
companied the coffin to the cemetery, a living glorification
of this beloved archpastor and chief confessor of the Latvian
Orthodox Church.

T f
From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disci-
ples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many
things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised again the third day. [Mt 16:21.23]
T f
ike a thunderclap from a clear sky, so was the impression
made upon the disciples by this revelation of the Lord
concerning the sufferings which awaited him. Earlier He
had told them that His path was also their path. You will be
hated for My name’s sake. The servant is not greater than his
master. He who does not take up his cross and follow Me is not
worthy of Me. And in the lives of Christ’s true disciples there
is a time of suffering the Passion, when each must enter his
own Jerusalem, ascend his Golgotha, and the fateful Cross,
and rake up the fateful cup, even unto death
Even the sons of this world have their Golgotha. Unfore-
seen and uninvited, suffering enters the house. You must
suffer whether you like it or not. The bitter “must”...
This “must” is bitter even for the faithful disciple of Christ.
And the cross of suffering frightens even him. in his soul

is heard the voice of Peter: Be merciful to yourself; do not let
this happen; defend yourself. And this is not surprising, for
after all, the great Sufferer Himself prayed: If it be possible,
take this cup from Me. This is an altogether necessary “must”,
and we are powerless to stand against it.

From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples,
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things. I
the way of the Lord led to Jerusalem, if His fate was to be
decided by the scribes, the Pharisees, the elders, then it was
natural that He had to suffer and be killed.

This Jerusalem towards which Christ directed His steps
was not the heavenly Jerusalem, but an earthly city, full
of the spirit of this world which had fallen away from its
God, not recognizing, not comprehending the visitation
of the Lord. This is the same Jerusalem which at the altar
of the Lord, killed the prophets and stoned those who
were sent to it...

And the world, my brothers, even unto this day, stands
on that same foundation. Perhaps it does not have the same
outward appearance. Nowadays they do not crucify people
on crosses, as they did Jesus Christ; they do not beat people
with staves as they did Peter and John; nor are people stoned
like Stephen. People have become too indifferent towards
faith to suffer for its sake. Our path is less rocky, and whoever
murmurs at the harshness and the evil of this world should
know that he is far from suffering unto blood.

Nevertheless, now as never before, the words of the Lord
contain a sacred truth: If you were of the world, the world
would love you, but because you are not of this world bur I
took you from the world, the world despises you. It cannot do
otherwise. The natural desire of man’s heart is to live at peace
with everyone. Youthful hearts often make decision for an
unconcerned faith within themselves: “I want to get along
with everyone, I mustn’t antagonize anyone.” But even the
most well-intentioned man soon realizes that this is impos-
sible. Even the meekest lamb is sure to meet on his way the
ferocious wolf who says: “You are a thorn in my side.”

He who believes must confess his faith. He who desires to
serve God in the world must act according to his faith, but
every confession inevitably arouses antagonism, and every
action is sure to meet with hostility. To see that his honest
persuasion and strivings are not recognized by the world, that
his good deeds are everywhere met with opposition, that there
where he sows only love he must reap evil—this is obviously
very grievous to the follower of Christ. And he is often ready
to ask together with his Master: “What evil has been done
you?” or “How have I offended you?”

The truth which you proclaim and which you confess
and which the world cannot gainsay; or the righteousness
manifest in your life which silently reproaches the world;
or the peace of the Lord written on your face which the
world cannot forgive; or the heavenly other-worldliness of
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your behavior which shames and accuses their earthly way
of life. This is how you have offended the world. And the
world would sooner pardon you of ten vices and crimes...
which set you on a level with otters, than forgive one good
deed which elevates you above the rest.

Why did Cain murder Abel? Because Cain’s actions were
evil and the actions of Abel were good and righteous. Why
did the scribes and Pharisees condemn the Saviour? Because
He was light, and darkness cannot abide the light.

Do not be surprised, then, my dear brothers, if the world
hates you. This is nothing unusual. Do not let the evil
mockings and vicious hatred of evildoers lead you astray.
Go along the straight road with the name of the Lord
through the world which lies in evil and think to yourself:
I must follow the straight road and the world cannot do
otherwise.

It would not be the world if it did not prefer the lies of its
errors to truth, egoism to love, its laziness
to zeal for God, worldly vanity to righ-
teousness. I am not a disciple of Christ,
not His soldier, if I do what is pleasing
to everyone, if I go along the broad path
together with the crowd instead of keep-
ing to the narrow path where there are
few travelers. And so, let us step forward
in the name of the Lord with the full
realization that “I must”.

There is another aspect of this “I must.”
When the Son of Man told His disciples
that He must go to Jerusalem and there
suffer much and die, He was aware that this was necessary
for Himself. Because He was obedient unto death, even the
death of the Cross, God raised Him up and gave Him a name
which is above every name. 1f the Heavenly Father so willed
that even His Only-begotten Son would drink from the
cup of suffering, is it for us sinners who are so imperfect to
shun this cup of suffering, this school of suffering, when
we are such a long way from perfection and still have so
much to learn in order to become worthy disciples of the
great Sufferer?

Some think: “How much more fervently and more will-
ingly I would serve my Lord if only my life’s path were easier,
if it weren’t so thickly strewn with sharp rocks.” In saying
this, you yourself obviously do not know who and what you
are, what is beneficial for you and what is harmful, what
you need and what you don’t need.

It is true when they say that a man tolerates least of all his
own well-being. Days of happiness, days of success, when
everything goes according to one’s wishes—how many times
have such days woven a fatal net which captures man’s soul?
What dissoluteness grows in man’s heart, like rust on the
blade of a battle sword when it lies unused, or like a garden

which becomes overgrown if not tended by the gardener’s
shears.

Tell me, O Christian, what preserves you from the haugh-
tiness which so easily penetrates even the strongest hearts,
even the hearts of Christ’s disciples? Is it not the cross and
suffering? What humbles the passionate inclinations of the
flesh which so quickly and easily spread in times of well-
being and prosperity, like insects in a swamp on a sunny
day? What teaches you to shun this uncleanness? Is it not the
rod of misfortunes and sorrows? What arouses you from the
sleep of self-assurance in which we are so easily lulled to sleep
by times of earthly happiness? Or what is more conducive
to lazy vegetation than cloudless, carefree days of prosper-
ity? At such times, isn’t a storm to be welcomed? What will
draw you out of the dangerous state of insensibility? Will
not sorrows? Will not illness? What tears us away from our
worldly attachments, the love for the world and all that is
in it? Is it not necessity and misfortunes?
Do not trials teach us to take life more
seriously? Do not sorrows teach us to be
prepared for death?

Wild brambles in the heart cannot be
uprooted without the pruning shears of
the heavenly Gardener, and the good fruit
of truth and righteousness will not grow
without the rain of tears and sorrows.
True obedience cannot be experienced
other than by the drinking of the bitter
cup of grief, when one can only say: Noz
my will, but Thine be done, Father... And
submission to the will of God is never seen so clearly as in
days and hours of storm, when in the midst of threatening
and frightful waves the Christian gives himself totally into
the hands of Him Whose very hands hold these tempests
and waves.

When can the steadfastness, courage and strength of a
soldier of Christ be better demonstrated than when trials
and obstacles must be turned into Christian deeds, than
in the war against evil or in times of danger? All the noble
strength of the Christian soul, of the Christian character,
shines forth most brightly in times of distress, misfortune,
and suffering. All the miracles of God’s grace are most evi-
dent in times when the waters of grief and misfortune flood
our souls and we are forced to recognize our helplessness,
our weakness, and thus in turn we surrender all our strength
and understanding to Almighty God.

And are you going to ask, what for? And why? When God
Himself chastises and calls you to account? Or, when the
Lord sends you to the school of the Cross, will you say: “I
have no need of its teachings?” Rather, you must say: “I
need this; I must go to this school of the Cross; I must suffer
with Christ in order to be raised with Him. When the Lord
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chastens me, I must think and feel like a child chastised by
the loving right hand of the Lord, like a grape vine under
the gardener’s pruning shears; like iron beneath the smith’s
hammer, like gold in the purifying furnace, like a cluster of
grapes beneath the burning rays of the sun. This ‘I must’ is
of God, and I must not shrink from it.”

Even the ancient Greeks and other peoples bowed before
the divine will, before sacred duty, before the immutable
destiny and man’s dependence upon the divine. The sub-
mission of one’s will before this divine “I must,” the exact
fulfillment of the decrees of the divine will, in the wise
this was called ‘wisdom’, in heroes it was ‘courage’, in the
righteous it was ‘sanctity’. How much more willingly must
we Christians fulfill our duty when we know that we are
not being led by a blind faith, but by the good will of the
Father which led even Christ to Golgotha and the Cross, but
through Golgotha and the Cross to the glorious Resurrec-
tion. And so we must put our trust in Him even when we
cannot comprehend the meaning of this guidance. Mankind
would have been deprived of so much goodness, such glory
and blessedness, if the Saviour had harkened to the voice of
Peter: “Defend yourself.”

Let each soul bow before the divine “I must,” for the will of
God is good, perfect, guiding all to salvation. And you, O son
of dust and corruption, bend your neck under His almighty
hand before which your strength is as nothing; trust to Divine
wisdom, before which your light is but a dark shadow; give
yourself over to the fatherly guidance of Him Who desires,
not enmity and sorrows, but peace and blessedness for all
men and all mankind. When you submit your thoughts and
your will to this thought and will, then no cup will be for you
too bitter, and no cup too heavy; you will be able to bear it;
no path too narrow you will be able to follow it; no trial will
tempt you beyond measure; you will be able to withstand it.
Such is the will of God.

If you are surrounded by your wife, your children, friends,
and everyone you love, and if they try to persuade you to
have pity on yourself, not to destroy yourself—pay no atten-
tion to their tears and their pleadings; point to the heavens
and say: “Do not burden my heart; so it is pleasing to God
and I must; you are reasoning according to man’s wisdom
and not the wisdom of God.” And if from your own heart
cries out the voice of flesh and blood and begins to persuade
you: “this cannot happen to you, defend yourself,” turn away
from this counsel of your own heart and follow after that
which glorifies God.

We can more easily bear our afflictions if we keep in mind
the example of our Saviour. See with what peaceful and holy
determination He goes to meet His passion. And then follow
Him along the path of the Cross until, with His last breath,
you hear from His lips the Divine words: I is finished. And
then ask yourself: aren’t you drawn by this example? Doesn’t

this make clear the commandment, He who wishes to follow
Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow Me?
Doesn’t this lead you to the conviction of that disciple who
said, [ cannot wear a crown of roses when my Saviour is wear-
ing a crown of thorns?

At the cross of Christ, even the most suffering soul among
us can find consolation: I have endured and even now en-
dure much, but my Divine Saviour endured still more. If
you find this example too lofty, read what the holy Apostle
St. Paul says: Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in
the deep. In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of
robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren. In weariness
and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in
Jastings often, in cold and nakedness. (2 Cor 11:25-27). See
what he endured for Christ’s sake; how many times he was
beaten, stoned, imprisoned... and then understand how far
we are from him.

Everywhere the Cross is the sign of Christianity. A Chris-
tian can simply not be without his cross.

Amen.

CETD T D
eath itself, which once was man’s chiefest terror, has
been overthrown, and now that which was once the

object of hate and loathing is preferred to life. These are

the achievements of Christ’s presence; these are the tokens
of His power. For it was not one people that He saved,
as when through Moses He divided the sea and delivered

Israel out of Egypt and the bondage of Pharaoh (cf. Ex.

14:16); nay, rather He rescued all mankind from the cor-

ruption of death and the bitter tyranny of sin; not leading

them by force to virtue, not overwhelming them with
earth or burning them with fire, or ordering the sinners
to be stoned, but persuading men by gentleness and long-
suffering to choose virtue and vie with one another and

find pleasure in the struggle to attain it.
St. John of Damascus

EED T D
We wish to remind our readers to not neglect
sending us their annual contribution to help
us cover the costs associated with our humble
publication. In addition, we kindly request of
those who have the financial ability, that they

consider sending us an amount over the requested

annual contribution of $24 to assist us with our
educational and philanthropic activities.
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nToyever (Aaupdvovrtacg)
™V S nov odra, Yo
v TAOVTHOW €YD GO
™y dwmn Tov Oedtnta.
Kot 6 TTAneng adeldlet,
gmeldn adeldlel GO T™HV
06Ea Tov vy Aiyo, Yo vou
uetaddpfm €yw &mo v
TANEATNTA TOV.

I[Towog 6 mAovtog THg
ayaddtag T eival adTd 1O pvotioLo (wov &yive)
yioe wéva; Metdhafa thv gixéva (tov) xal dgv Thv
¢pUAata. Metahoupdver Thv dixi pov odoxra, ®ol
YLOL VO OOEL TV €inOVa nal YL VO 60avaTOEL
™MV 0d0x®0. AgVUTEQN TEAYUWATOTOLET XOLVW VD, TTOAD
rapadoEdtepn thc modne (Thc dnuroveylag). Tdte
uetédmoe 1o nolvtepo (Thv eindva tov), Evd T
ueTahoupdver To xewpdteEo (Thv odora pov). Avtd
glvol &md 1O meonyouuevo OeompeméoTeQo. ADTO
gival ot oovg Exovv voi DYPnAETEQO.

Xoto1o¢ yevvatat, doEdoate, Xo1010¢ €€ 0Voav@V,
Gravrioate, XpLotog ml yijs, DyYwOnxe. Aoate T(
Kvoiow maoa 1 yij... M” Eva Adyo: "Ac evgpoaivovtal ol
oVpavol xal ¢ aydarletal 1 yij Yo Tov "Emovodvio,
oV xatomy £yive ‘Eniyeroc. ‘'O Xp1010g mopovoldletal

‘H axoipig 0€on Tijg yevvioemg ToD
Kvgiov ‘Hudv ‘Inocov XoLotod
(Nadg tijg I'evvijoeng ot Xorotot —legovoaiiju) aupd

ug avlpdmivo odua, Ayarldode ue Toduo xol Yoed.
Mg 1o0uo yior THV €voyl TS U TIOG ROl UE YOO
v Ty EAmtida i cwTnlag...

ITaAL StadveTal TO oroTAdL, TAA VTAQYEL TO POGC.
ITaAL TiwwEETTaL ug orotddL | Alyumtog ®ol wdht 6
1oQOaNALTIROG MO pwTileTOn ug Tov TveLvo otvro. O
A0og ToV xaB3TaY 0TO 0%0TAOL THS Ayvolag, dg Of) TO
ueydio pdc thg Beoyvmoioc.

Ta cdoyala mrapiAbev, idoV yéyove TO TAVTO xALVA.
(Kop. B” 5:17). To vexpd yoduno vmwoyweel. To
nvedua émwnoatel. Ol oxleg Tod vouov mepvoiv. ‘H
aAi0eia Oprappevel. ‘O Mekyioedéx, mob NTov Evag
TUTOG, T OelyVEL TOLOV TEOEONUALVE, ONACLOTN TOV
ITnoo® XpLotd. Avtdg, Tov e Oeog Ogv €xelL untépa,
vevvigtal xmelg matépa. ['atl otov Anuioveyo tig
@voemg OtV toyvouv ol guowxol vouol. “Ola Tt
£€0vn yewpoxpotiote, yioti watdiov EyevvnOn nuiv
vidg xal €500 Nuiv ov 1 Goyn éyeviiOn éml TOT
WUV aVTOD xal xaAelTaL TO Svoud a0TOT UEYAANG
/J’ov)Lng ayys)tog, Havuaorog ovupovioc, Ococ

A : 1 ioxvpog, éSovoilaotig,
{ doxwv eipnvng, matTiE
10U UEAAOVTOS aidVOC
| éya yoo &Ew eipnvny éml
T005 doyoviag eipnvny,
xal vyietay avt® (Ho. 9:6).
B Ac govdln OJvvata

60 Twdvvne Bomtiotic
Etowdoate v 060V
Kvpiov. Kol éydn 0o
pwvalo t™v dUvaun rol
™ onuaoic the ueyding
avthg g aylag nueQag
(Tdv XoLotovyévvarv).

ADTOC TOV £IvaLL Avoo 0o
nol  Aidviog, Tdhoo
veL dyn. AUTog mov
givol ADOUTOORTOC, SNUIOVEYETTOL ADTOC TOV EVaLL
ATeLQOg, YWEETTAL 0TV TEQLOQLOUEVT AVOQ®ITLVY
@Uon. AUT0g MoV mAovtilel ug T dyadd Tov tov
%®60ou0, yivetal Ptwyog, malpvovtag aveodmivo odud,
vy v thovtiom €ym ue thv Bedtmtd Tov. TToog
UTOQET VO TOLQAOTHOEL TGOS €ivol O TAODTOC THC
ayabotntéc Tov;

'V adto %ol oV poll ue 1ov Aotépa Te€Ee nal woll
ue Tovg Mayovg gpépe Tov yuor ddea, xovoo ®al Afdve
®nat opvpva. Tiunoé Tov kg Baowléa nal Oed nal wg
AvtomTH, OV verpdOnxe vy oéva. Mall ug tovg
mowévee 00Eao€ Tov, ut tovg ayyéhovg tuvnoé Tov,
uE Tolg BpyayyEéhove oniptnoe &md yapd. "Ac gival
ROV 1) TAVAHYVOLS TOV 0VQaVIimV ®ol TV Emtyelwy
duvauemv...
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Ti Eivai H ExkAnoia;

Tov Movayod Moivcéws Ayiopeitov, arno v Epnuepioa
«Maxkeooviar, 9 Tavovapiov, 2011.

¢ "000680EN gunhnoio StV elval AvVOQ®OTIVO

rataorevaoua, aAAa Beotdovty oirodouq. ‘H
gxxAnoio 08 odletal, dhlo owlel doovg Bélovy. Aty
%A veL EnideLEn loyvog vot SuvAaueme. AVEYETOLL, DITOUEVEL.
T Swdxovy, i 8tv dudrer. Elval gulevomhoyvn
unTépa nall Yvweitel uévo vo. ayomd. ‘O xéouog dev
yvoiler TV &l Tng yI' adto AdLa@OQET 1) ®oll TV
wtund. ‘H dyrdin tig éxxhnolag €yxer aiyln, 0€oun
%ol €Vp0c. Méoa g xwed %ol &vamaver SAove Tovg
UETAVONUEVOUG.

Mmopet 6 n6ouog vor EEpuye, Sumg 1) dSlpa val ) elva
Y TV Oe0 VItdyeL Pabor 0TIV 1AL TOD OUYYEOVOU
avOp®ToV. YA oUV Rl 0TOVS SUOROAOVC ROLQOVC
avlowmoL yvioLo mToTol, oV OEV Taeaovednxrav
amo ™V evnolio wal Thv raxia. ‘H mvevuatizy Coi
dev Oéhel pneydgpwva xnot mTeoPfoieic, dnuooidtnra,
dtapnuomn »ol EmxedTon. Ayand Tolb Thv deutn
HUOTIXGTNTA %O TNV 1EET) o). OpB3d0EoL XpLoTiovol
Goot dev gavatiCovtal vmépuetoa, OEV Bunwvouy ug
TOUE ®OnOVG, OEV ®VVNYODV TOVC QUAQTMWAOVS, BAAL
™V duoptia, d&v dtamoureiovy nai OgV YEAOLOTOLOTY
navéva, OtV edrolaoxnavdalifovraL.

‘H &mootol) tdv XQLoTlavdV 0TOV #OOUO ONUEQC
StV elval #oTaYYENTIXT, GLVAITOETTLRY RO ELOOYYENLRT.
Ot ool aiofdvovtol ovvureiBuvoL Yo To Vdyov
nond 01OV ®dopo. Eival dvextnol, ovumodeic xal
gmieeic pE Tovg Alove. Kiplo Eoyo tovg 8tv eival
vo. natahoyiCovv e0BUves, vo maQatnEodv TOovC
aAlovg ovvex®s adoTnEd, VO LELPLLOLQODY KO VO
UEAOQLYXOLOTV YLD TO TTOAD RAXO TOV RAULQDV UOC.

‘H ExxAnoto 100 Xorotod dgv pofdtal, d&v aiobdavetol
avoopaiie, Ogv malpvel EmBeTind) ) duuvtinl) oTaom.
Yrdoyelr 08 ®ATOLOVS UL POPIo RO (oL RAYVITOY LT,
GtL hou udc €xboevovtal ®oi wold udcg moleuovyv. ‘H
breoBolixy) nayvmoyia gival voonoey, Eymmadic xal
PaveEQWVEL AvOpmOo, OV deV Eyel EUTLOTOOVVY OTO
Oco &dANO 0TOV £auTS Tov. Kot B€helL navels ovveyde
VO TAQATNEEL TOVS GALOVE, VO TOVC nAveL Otmg BEAEL
#oll pavtaletol. AvOpwmoc mov dEv Ayamd eival
dvotuyopnévoc. “H yorotioaviny) &ydmn eival Tdvtote
dupurig, mpog Bed nal EvOpmmo. ‘H dydmn avth elval
AVLOLOTEAIS, OVOLOLOTIXY ROL TTALOTYOLON.

‘H éxuhnoio E€pel uovo vo dyomd. Agv dSvoroheveTOL
©0BShov Vo Vo0eyDET TO ATOUARQUOUEVO TEXVO TNG,
av Behjoel vor T TAnoldoel. AgV T6 L A@VeEL, OEV TO
gmitiud, 0tV 100 pwvdalel, 0&v TO ®AVEL VO TEQIUEVEL,
TO AyroALGLel Auéome, TO nataghd. TEtolo EéxrAnoia
Eyovue, wavo @uhootopyn, rotadertivy. ‘H éxxninolo

AWVETTOL OTOV ®G0Wo, AR SV elval éx ToD ®GoUov
tovtov. Kdbe opa mwov €muyelpnOnxe voo dobet othv
"ExxAnoio xoouwrh) dvvaun, elyoue éxtoom Gmo v
ATOOTOM] THES %Ol ATOTVY(0 GO TOV TEOOPLOUS TNG.
"H "Exxnoia, 0t uwopovooue vor modue, eivol Eva
TVEVULOTINO POOUOKETO, BEQUITEVTHOLO AL NOVYALOTHOLO.
Oewpov §1u 1) Exnhnoia eivar dreofolint, Suonoin,
amortnTiny, amnoyxalmuévny, Oho AmayopeVoelg,
dalohoYel wovo Toug GAlovG.

Pepvouy ol dvBpwmot yvmoteg Evotdoels. “Exouvue %t
EUETS naEALOL ol duwondpata, Ao gueic 00 ViroywEouE,
0a TamelvwvonooTe, B TNya{ivouue UE TO OTAVQO OTO
xéot; Ot &hhoL Ba naig pdve Mayavo, Bt Log ToTHoouV,
00 udg fydhovy to Ao, B0 ndic TeEQLBMELOTOOOVY XKl
00 wag Expetarhevtody. "Eyovue %L Eueile, foE GOeAE,
0 OpLd wac. To falovue namote ol ug 1ov Oed, OV
dev uac rvatahapaiver, OV udg anovel, OtV Emeufaivel,
OoLw7d EVOYANTIXG, OEV udc Voo (e

‘O Bed¢ elval mavTote ut dvoryth 0vpa, xakel hovg
TOVC TEPOQTLOUEVOUC HOL REROTLOXOTEC VO TOVC
avomovoel BANOWAE. AtV ExeL MEeC OV €y ETOL KAl
alheg 6y, 0Ev yoeldlovtal ueodlovreg, v xAeloeLg
oVvVAVINON ATO T OV, Vi EYElC T{TAOVC, VaL L0
#at, v Exeic idaitepec yvaoeie. Eivor Evag Ogdg
VITEQOYOC, OV TOTE OEV HOATA KQATOVUEVA XL OEV
Eeovvepiletal. Ameybdvetol TOOUEQN THV VITOXQLOTN
%o T Pevdoaydtnra. Tot dpéoovy T vToumea, To
yvinoa, T dAnowva, éhevBepa nal £yraodLa TEAYUOTOL.

‘H "Exxinoio dgv yxdvel, gueic yavovue. Agv Intd
dmadovg ahaldfovtec xal xatayelpoxrpotobvec. Eiva
1OTO TOV OTAdDYV. ZNnTd ol Exel maldle ayannTd.
‘H énxhnolo et Tic vmooyéoels te. Agv Eeyéhaoe
note xavévav. T eime Sha amd v &yl »odaod
nol Edotepa. ‘H "ExnAnolo Oepamevel, ovyywoeel,
UETAUOQPDVEL TOV AU%O OF A VI, AVAOTOIVEL, YOQLTWVEL,
TaeouvOeT, ayidlel, odlel not Avtodvel. ‘H "Exxinoia
evhoYel nal umvéel mavtod xol wavtote. 'H Exxinoia
VIAEYEL YIoL Ohovg. AtV EnPLaler vavéva, OEv 1o T
TO Ot

‘H "ExxAnoia vmdoyer not 0o Umdoyel. [ToAhol T
@Oovnoay, ™ xTiTnooy, T nionoav. Atatneeital Sumg
axépala, vixneoeo oo TV TOOT TOAEULRT, GxrouN
1O HATOTE ROL AVTOV TOV IOLWV TOV EXTEOCHTWYV
™c. O xdouog &yvonoe tov fabd mvevuatirod Thohto
g "ExxAnoiog »ol Goxondnxe ug 1o »tiuotd e
Agv f0ehe TOM v utedeveTal ®aOMUEQLVD 0TO TTAOLN
Tov. No v &yel yuor Xprotovyevva xot [Tdoya »ot yo
oA Extanteg vayxes Thv Exxinolo uegurnol ofueoa
™) 0€hoVV HAVO YL TO ®OLVWVIRG TNS £0Y0, RATL OOV
TOQAQTNUO TOD VITOVQYELOV ROV VIXTIC TTOOVOLULC.

‘H "000680EN ExxAncio Sumg dgv meloudvel, dev
HOULOVEL, OV EXOrETTAL ZVveylel Evav Bavuaoto



Vol. 09, Issue 11-12

Page 15

Orthodox Heritage

TEOTO TO OWTNELO QYO TNG, TOV KAVELS OEV UITOQET VO
avtratootnoet. ‘H ExxAnota 8&v Buuavel mov dev g
avayvwpitovv v a&la g, il humdtol. Mmopel
vo. The Thoay Ty meQLovaio g, Vo Thg tdeouvy %ol
™V déhown, var eivol Sixme ®aVEVH TEQLOVOLAAO
OTOLYETO, OOV TOV YUUVO XQLOTO 0TI ATVY ROl OUMG
vo ToQauével auvOnta mAovowa. Mmopel xdmolol
EMAyLoToL ExTEOoWITOL TNS VO AaBevovy, Sume OV TavEL
vau Siver 6000 vomua flov, VYNAovg 0T OVS, VOL YEVVEL
Ayiove.

1.
Mepi Tou «Kalavr{axkn»
Tbv Tovhio toT 2009, molAeg Epnuepideg Ednuooi-
evoav pemoptal éx thc Kontng, ovuedvmg ug to
omotlov éveyrawvidodmn 10 povoeiov «Nux. Kalavttann»
eig v Mvptwav ‘Hoaxkelov e thv mopovoiov tod
Vtove YoV EOviriic Auvvne x. Beviléhov, thg moonv
VoveyYol %x. Ntopag Mmaxoyidvvy xol GAAOY ETLoN-
uwv. Kato thv didoreiay 1dv Eyrnowviony SAot duiAnooy
ue Oavpnaouov o tov dbeov Kalovtlanny.

2Huepov 0VOELS TOV GugpLoPnTel. Axoun ol Oeoldyol
vroxAivovtal gig THV wvpunv »ol €ig 10 €pyov Tov.
To malatdtepa £Tn 1O TEAYUOTA ROV SLOLPOQETIXAL,
aod ovyyoovol uopgal THcOEB0d6Eov "Exnxninoioc
TOV dugropntotoay. Metagv avtdv 6 . "Emugpdviog
Beodmpodmoviog xal 6 I'€pwv Bedrnintoc Atovvodtng.
To0V T amfvimy, Gtav Tovg £0eToV EQWTAUAT OYETIRMDC
UE TG TTVEVUOTIXOG BLVNOUYIOG Ral TOS GvatnTHoes ToD
Bonoxevovroc Kalavtldaxm.

‘O mato "Emupdvioc eiyev dmavtioet:

— Koai tt w” avtd; [Tov naténge; Zépete Tt Litnoe 6
dlog va yoaph) 0ToV Tdgo Tov; «Atv éAmtilw timoTa,
8t poPovpat timota, sluot EhevBepoc». Kal éyodgn
Bepaims. IInyaivete ot ®owmtiole v drafdoete
EMLYQOLPES TAVM OTOVE TAPOVS TLOTMV AVOQWDITMV.
«[1Tpoodon®d AVAOTAUOLY VEXQMV» 1] «AVOLOTHOOVTOL
ol vexpol xai &yepBfoovtal ol €v Tolg wvnueiowo»
fi «XQLoTog &€yfyepTal €x VEXQOYV, ATAQY) TV
REXOWUNUEVOV» ®al BAAQL.

‘H televtaio AEEG toU Kalavitann, oriyov molv
avaymonon & adtiic i Lwiic, NTo «Anpd». O Tatho
Oednintoc Aovvodtng Otav tod £1€0n 10 Ofua,
Eyoayev dpbpov gig TO OTTOTOV £TOVLLE:

— Apaye O axdun By H Yuyi Tov vt TeoyevdToy
™MV aoavioTivy] ASGYL THS ®auivov Tod mueog Toh
¢EDTEQOV OV TOV TAOVGLO, TOV MOVVATO €V TH PAOYL
guelvn nal fi0ehe ndmolov vou Tod avayvgel Thy YAOOOoO,;

EUAoynpévn i} Eioodog Tv Ayiwv gou,
Mavrore...

Todavvov @ovvrovAn, Kebnynrod [averxiornuiov.

TL’ Snuaivelr i podon Evdoynuévn 1 eicodoc tdv
ayiwv ooV, TAVTOTE..., TOU AEYETUL BLITO TOV lEQEQ
nato ™V Murpo Eicodo; ‘H &éounvelo thg podoemg
avThg, TS ®atd 1o AAAQ TO0O GUVTOUNS Rl GLITARC,
ToEovold el mdoa moAlEc Svoygpetee, yioti OtV eival
OaEC OV AVOQPEQOVTUL XAl TO VO OXEAN TNG TOLLL
glval «i) el0080c», TOV eDAOYETTOL, KL TOLOL ELVAL OF
dywot §j o Ay, Y ToUg 0moiovg 1) Y Tt 6ot O
AOY0c 070 devTEQO UEQOS TNG;

"Extoc &4mo ™V ®oatoVoo Lot Tol ONUELDVETAL
OtV €0WTNON, 0T YELROYQUPA ATAVTODV dLAPOQES
nagaAlayég, Tov Towg Lroeovv vor dLeEvroAUVoUY THV
avolhtmon wag Evdloynuévn 1) eiocodog 1dv ayiwy oov,
Kvopte..., 1 ovvnBéotepn mapailayn, §| 1| omavidteQn
Evloynuévn 1 ayia eicodog tiic Oeiag Aettovoyiag Tdv
ayiwv oov, Kvpie, TAVTOTE...

2t Ogvtépa AT LOQPT TEOPAVMS EMLOLWRETAL T
dlapopomoinon &mo Thv evhoyia THS 10000V ®aTO
TOV €0TEQIVO 1} Gndun xal TV mopduole eVA0Yi
oV &ravtd o ®wdwa Tod 14°V §j 159V aidvog, othv
aroiovbic. to? wxpo® aywaouod: EvAoynuévn 1)
eioodo¢ O Th)C TeEx0VoNS 08 OeoToNO0V, XOLOTE O O0C
U@V, TAVTOTE... v Evoidueon nooeh (EvAoynuévn 1
gioodoc TV ayiwv oov, KUpLe...) ThV OUVOVTOTUE RO
otV drohovbia thic donativic TolfEnTNg, Evd O nio
AAAN Tagoaddayh dravtd oty EVaeEn TV Altaveldv
fi otV ATavevTivt) HETAPaon Amd TOV ®VEime Voo
«€v T TAayio» yiow TV T€heon ToD AvyviroD ot
™MV poaptuota tod aylov Zvuewv Osocoaioviung
Evdoynuévn 1 66&a Kvpiov éx to0 10m0ov 100 Qyiov
avTol, TAVTOTE...

> OAeg TIC TEQLITWOELS 1) POAOT CUVOOEVETAUL UE
evhoyio S The YXeWROg ToD lepéwe, elodyetal Ot ue
™v draroviri) taparéhevon EvAoynoav, déomota,
™mv ayiav gicodov. Mdévo ot Alyovg nddineg
drapopomoleital 1 dtaxovirnl) TEoTEomTh otV Bela
Aertovpyiar EvAoynoov, déomota, THV uixoov ei0060v»
Téhog, X0HoWo ival v onuelmdel STu 1) edAoylo avTh
TS €L00O0U %Ol 1) PEA.OT TOV THY CVVOdEVEL OEV AVIXEL
010 dpywro %eluevo thg Belag Aettovpyiac. TTpémel vou
Eyel eloaybel vata T Téhog oD 12°V aidvog, yioti 0gv
UOLOTVQETTAL ATTO TIC TOAULOTEQES TNYES KAl GLITO TO
QoY OLlCL XELOOYQOLPOL.

>’ Bhec Tig meputtoelg (ot efoodog the Oelog
Aettovpylag, £omepvdog xal TEBEnTN) O lepedg
Bolonetal &ml xepaiic uiag ATavevTIniic Tounhc Tol
noTeEVBVVETAL TEOS TO Gylo PHua, otéxetal &g 0TO
u€oo 1oV vaoD, «€V T UECOVAM» 1] «€V 1@ CUVNOEL
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TOmW», Gtevitoviag mpog avatordc. ‘O &t didrovog,
Aéyovtag to EvAoynoov, Séomota, thv ayiay eicodov,
«QEMVVOLY AUa %Ol TTOOC AVATOANS HETO TOD dpapiov
oUTWS, NS REATEL AVTO», noll O 1eeVS TOTE EVAOYET
«TTOLDOV OTAVEOYV KOTO AVUTOAGCH.

O lepevg naleitaL va eOAOYNOEL «TNV Ayloy 10000 V»

%O EVAOYET «ThV €10000V». ‘H AEEN Eyel dvod duvatdtteg
gounvelog. «Eloodoc» nmopel vir eival ®ol 1 ToAn Tod
ayiov pruatoc, mov Poioxetal dxroPde Eumpog &mo
TOV 1epéa, TEOS TV Omoia delyvelr 6 dLAROVOC UE TO
00410 %ol 6o THV Omoia £vtog OAlyov Ou eioéA0ovV
d1arovog, leeVE ®al Ol TVYOV CUAAELTOVQYOL OTO GYLO
BRua. AVt cwoTd XoEaxrTNOILETAL BLTTO TOV SLGROVO OG
«ayto»—ayto €t0odoc 10D tepod Pruatoc. ITpogpavie
1 evAoyia g eloddov otnelletal ot wio Tavaoyoia
TEAEN AvaldYou oVUTEQLYPOQETS, THE Omolag dmdnyo
Boloxovue othv Kawi Awabnxn, otic vmobixes tod
Kupiov mpog tovg amrootdAove Tov: gic fjv & av oixiav
eiogoynobe, mowtov Aéyete N '
Eionjvn t® oix@ toUT® '
(Aovxn. 10:5), §) &xdun »ol
Ot AELTOVQYLHO HE(UEVQ,
Onwe othv terevtaio €0y
00 yauov O Oegog 6 Oedg
NUAV ... e0AoYnoav avtdv |
gioddove nai éEodoug.
210 moapdAinio thc B
gbhoylag thc eloddov otV |
arolovBio tod Gywoouo,
OV pvnuovevoaue votéom,
TTOOXELTAL YLO. EVAOY IO €100
dov OeountoQLxol vaov,
fowg 100 vaoU tig [Havayiog tdv Bhayeovdv, dmo
Omov mBavétata Elrel Ty dpynq e N dxrolovdia
avth (...01a Tic TEXOVONS 08 O0TOXOV...). ZTHV
nepimtwon Suwe thHe gvloylog The €loddov TOD
gomepLvod, Thc Beloc Aettovpyiac 1 the ToBEnTNG
eivon €€ Toov, 8yt SBuwe TEQLoo3TEQO, TOAVS, ETL OtV
EVVoeTTaL 1) TUAN—1 meaio Tl Tol 1lEgoV—AaAAL 1)
Ol ) TeAEN T0v eloodevery, N elcodevovoa 0To dyLo
Piina oumy.

ITowo vonua Suwg B dwoovue OTHV CUVEYELD THC
PEAOEMS, TO «TMV Aylwv oouv»; Ki ¢0® Umdpyel M
duvatdtnta dumAfic Eounveioc. Mmopel v vonoel g
000€1e00 («dyia Tov Oeol»), dnhadiy 6 dyog vade Tov,
T Ay TV aylwv tov vao® Tov, 10 1€Q0, 10 énilyelo
1OTOLXNTHELO TOD Oe0D. M” adTh) TV EVvoLa, «Td. Byl
amavtodv tdoa ToAAec popeg othv [Talait &AL ol
o™v Kawh AwaBiqun, zal idwotépmg oto “Efp. 10:19-
20: "Exovtec ovv, adeApol, maponoiav eic Tyv eioodov
TOV ayiwv év 1@ aiuatt Inood, §v éVexaivioev nuiv
060V mpoopatov xal Looav Sia T0T XaTATETAOUATOS,

TOUT E0TLV TTIC 000XOS OUTOT, xaAl IEQEQ UEYQV ETTL TOV
olxov To? OeoD, TOV naTd MEEW ATavTd (e TopdOena
otV €0y TOD RATOTETAOUATOS THS AEtTovEYlag ToD
aryiov TanwBov. Ao 10 ymEio abTd EIvaL TEOQAVES 8Tt
givouL EUTTvevopévn 1 edhoyntiriy podon «(Evdoynuévn)
1 elo0d0¢ TV ayimv (oov)».

Av Sume, ®xato Thv AAAn duvatdtnta Eounveiog, 1
YEVIRY «TMV Aylwvy» ExANgOel M YEVoug AQOEVIXOD,
«BYLo» T TEETEL VA £VVOOUVTOL Ol EL000EVOVTEC
®ANOWOoL 1) 0l CUVELC0OEVOVTEC BYYEAOL, RATA TOVC
AOyouC T 0YIC THS E10600V THE AELTOVE YOGS TOV TEO
OA{yov &yxel dvayvoobel. [Taladtepa ndiiota, Tov 1
eV aTh) TH €l00d0v EAEyeTo £Ew GO TV Paoihind
VAN 1OV Vool ®oll ®AEOC ROl AQLOC EL0EQYATOY UETOL
QIO QVTIV 0TOV ®VEIWS VOO YLor TV Téheon Tiig Belog
Lertovpylog (Grme yivetal ofuepa xator Thv axolovdia
TV Eyrawvinv), O «1OdV aylov» B0 uropovoe va
HVQLOAEXTETTOL OTOV dYL0 Aad ToT Oeo®, ThHv Aylav
"Exxinoia Tov.

IMapduola ®ol ToEGAANAN
UE TV TeQo VoM EQUNVEVTIXT
dvoyépela  mTaEOoVOoLAleL
N evyhy 1ol tElodywv O
Oceds 6 Ayiog 0 év Ayiolg
AVATOVOUEVOG... ROl 1)
gngpavnolc ‘Ot Aytog €l 6
Ococ MUOV xal év Ayiolg
Emavamavel. Kol €d@ 1
dvvardtnra foumvelog eivat
oA Ta «&iyro, ot dotla
HOTOLXET RO ETAVATAVETAL
6 Oedc umopel voL glvat O
vaog Tov 1) 6 ovpavdec. AAMG ol 6 dylog Aadg Tov,
ol «ByLow, géounvela TEOg THV OOl CUVNYOEET N
EnPAVNOoMN THS VYIS TV Eyravimy ToD vaod «'O Oeog
6 &vaYoc ®ol &TdLOC...», TOU TavTiCelL ToVE dylovg pe
ToVg Tiuovg ndptvpas “Etol 6 yewpomointog vaog
t00 Oeo®, petateémetal o0& ovufolho %ol TVTO THC
AYELQOTOMTOV OXNVAS ®al TOD AANOLvOoD vaod ToD
Beo, thc 'ExxAnoiog tdv 0oiny tov zota 10 PaAuiro
1N aiveoic avtov v éxxAnoioa 6oiwv (Walu. 149:1) nal
TO ATOOTOARO “YUeic yo vaog Ocot éote Lwvrog,
xaboc elmev 6 Oeoc. (B Kop. 6:16).

Kot yior vor Emoteépovue 0to Geyixo E0mTnud. Amo
Tic dvo duvaTteg Epunveieg e podoems EvAoynuévn 1)
gioodoc v ayiwv oov. «kEvhoynuévn 1 wiAn 100 iepo®d
va.o® oov» 1 «Evhoynuévn 1) eloodoc—ij eloddevon—
TOv dylov eg€wv ocov 1) 1ol Gylov Aaod cou»,
mBavSTeeN Eoumvelo eivar 1 Ghovoteen ®al AMySTEQO
Beoloyunn. ITodxrertar Onhady) v evhoyio ThHg TUANC
0D g0, Thc hoalog Aeyouévng TuAng, émo Ty Omoia
00 eloodevoovv 010 AyLo PHuc ol Aertovpyor.
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H Agia tiic E€opoAoynoewg

Apyuavopitn Aauiavod Zapeipn.

CHé%ouoké«mon Eyel
ueydain onuaota yuo
™ Town 100 XpLoTiavod,
oot

(1) Elval péoov AMtood-
otme %Ol TOV 0ONYEL oTh
omtoeio S The uetavoiag
tov. ‘O Beog M1 BeAnjoet OV
Bavatov tot avouov, Aéyer KvpLog, ¢ 10 Amootogyal
avTov éx thg 0do Tijic movnodag xal v avtov. (Iet
18:23). Atitn 1) émotoog) 610 OéAnua Tod Oeod eival
gmovovia noti Tov xal wvevuotiri dvayévynon 1ot
Ghov avBpmmov.

(2) Eivai péoov Yuyoroyuriic Oepameiog TV Yuyrdv
TOAVUATOV ol fondd otV YPuyLrl icoppomia ToT
atouov. Ohiyelg, nabnuepLvee ywvies, TEofARuaTa
TEOOWTIKA, ROLVOVIRG, OIROYEVELORA, MOODV TO
dtoua 0t TAMO0C ECMTEQLRMY YPVYLRDY OVYRQOVCEWV.
>’ Gha avTo O inavog EEouohdyog mpémel vo. fononoet
TO ATowo vo EeUyeL ATO T TEOOMTLRA AOLEE0D.
S160¢ TOV elval T Yoyl vyela xol 1) GAoxAiowon
T0U GvOpwTOoU.

(3) Eiva péoov 10uniic xal mvevpotiniic t1poddov 1o
TLOTOU, SLOTL TOV fonda vou Emidéyel TooTOVS Cwig vt
70 B€Aua tod Oeo®. T'ivetan 6 éEopnordyog ovupfoviog
ot Lw1 Tov, oTig dudpopes EmhoyEg Thg Twhg Tov.
To® éEaopaiilel TV EowTEQLXY ELONVN THS YUYTC TOV.
To¥ duddoxreL vo drarpivel To dirao &mo to AdLKrO.
To® mapéyel Yuyrh dopdiela »ovit 010 Oed. Tov
€vOapEUVEL OTHV TEOOWITIXY Tw1| TOV &mtd TO dLdpoQa
TEOPMuUOTE TOV TOU TAUEOVOLALOVTUL RAONUEQLVODC.
Tov moolafaivel vou uv »réver ovolooTivd AGON 0Tig
dLdpopec ®ivioelg the Cofg Tov. Tov xatevbivel othv
0001 vevpuoaTvy Coi ue THv Aropuyn TV TaddV ®ol
™V €E0WTEQLRT RAETOPORI0 TV BelmV AEETMV.

(4) Elvou péoov aylaotind ol avoyevvntixd, diétt
0D TEOOPERETAL, UETO GLTTO wio eihxoLvi) EE0uoAd YoM,
1 Bela xdoig, N 6oior TOV AVAYEVVE TVEVULATIRDS UE
™v EEAAELYN THV INAWOEVTOY uaoTnudToy Tov. Tov
nAaveL vou dohouPaver Thv eipnqvn ®ai ™V Aydmn tod
®eot. Tov évioyvel 08 0TOV OCVVEYT TVEVUATIRO AYDVOL
TOV.

(5) Eivau péoov &montioewe yaMvne The ouveldioeng,
oLotL | ovvatoOnon thg évoyiig 6ONYel TO dTono
ot uetdvora, othv eihrovi) EéEonordynon »al oty
ovyydenon ot Tot Belov avtod pvoteiov. ‘H dmdgpaon
e 81000WoEWC EIvaL ®OOOQLOTIROC TOEAYOVTAC THC
amalhayic amo Tic évoyée. ‘H éEouoAdynon malpvel
YOLQOXTHOO UVOTAYWYLRO KOl 1eQd, oV O dvOPWITOg

avaintd ™ Oelo evomhayvio wal v aAvOowmTLvY
ovupoviy yor Thv didpbwon tig Cwiic Tov.

(6) Eivar péoov avtoyvwoioc tod étépov. To
1ep0 Mvotiolo tig €Eonoroynoeme udg Pfonda
VO €mMLOTEEYPOVUE OTOV €QUTO WOC UE OXOTO VO
amarlayodue &mo TOV EYMIOUS WOC ®OL TV E0MTEQLXY
dvoapuovio. Tov mEoEevolv ol £voyeg ol To Tao.
AV M elAELYIIC 0TEOYY TEOC TV dmehevBEpmwan
Ao T TTAOM, TO OEOUO THC AOHNOEWS TMOV BOETMV, WA
Ponbd v émavevpovue Ty mTvevuativd) ®afaodTnTd
WOg UE TV Agpeon TV GUAQTLDV.

‘O dywog T'onydplog 6 Nvoong yodper yur thv a&ia
e €Eouoroyfoews «H Toagph ocvvndiler v diver
otV €éEonoAdynon duwAy onuaoia, | émoio dALOTE
glva 1) €EaySevon TV GragTIdV 1ol EALOTE TAAL
evyaoLotio. "Ed®, ®ot ug tig dvo €vvoleg 00Myovnaote
otV évapetn Lwn. ATt 1 EEaYOQEVON UEV TEAYUO-
TOTOLET YWELOUO %ol dAloTtoimon &mo o ®naxd, 1
mpobvula Ot v edyoplotio avEGveEL Th Ydon Grd
TOV eVEQRYETN YLO. GToLovg d€YovVTOL UE EVYVOUOOUVY
Tig evepyeoies. ‘O Paluog peravoiag Aowov onuaivel
aVTO: OV OF ®QUPORAIEL 1) LyNUN RATOLOS AUaQTIOC, OF
ovupouvievel 0TOV ®aBaEUO UE TH ueTdvola. Av Sumg
1 Con 0oV TEOYWEET EmITVYMS TEOS TO RAUAVTEQO, COT
naveL PePardteen T PeAtiwuévn mooaipeon, ue v
€0Y0ELOTI0L TEOC TOV BEO.

0 &yov ota arovey dxovéron. (Matd. 13:9)

-kl

o) - e
c/O molog &yamder dAnBiwvd 16 Bed, avTig

OWOONTOTE KOl TQOOEVYETOL ATEQIOTAOTOL.
Kai 6rolog mpooevyetal amepiomaota, avTog dyamdel
alnOwvd 16 Oed. Ameplomaota Suwe OEV WITOQET VA
ROo0eVYNOET ExETVOC oD £yel T6 VO TOV TEOONAMUEVO
0€ nATL Ao TA EmiyeL.

LY % %

Aytov MaEipov
9E%sivog 710V TEOOEVYETUL WOVO CWUATIXA, YOOGS
Va ExeL AnOPoL YVHON TVEVROTIAY, ELVOLL TUGPAGC
ov pwvaler: Yié Aavid, éAénooy ue. Mapx. 10:48).
‘O drhote TVEASS, dtav BepametOnre | TVPAWON
tov #ol €ide 16V Kiplo, 8€v 16v dmondreoe mid « Yiov
Aafid», alLd Tov ouohdynoe Yiov Ocot nail Tov
mpooxrUvnoe. (Tw. 9:38).
Appa Mdoxrov
GC TOEMEL VA TOOOEVYOUAOTEAEY €lval Gvayxn Va
pAvoEoDUE, BANA Vv ATA®Vouue TA YEQLaL oS ROl
va Adue: «Kvpte, Gtwe Oéherc xal dmwe E€peie, EMENoE
ue». Ku &v foloxduaote urpootd o méhepo (W€ td
TGO nog), va héue: «Kipie, foridnoé uel». Ki "Exgivog
E€pel Tl nag ovu@EQEL, Rl AVTO RAVEL.
Appa Maxagiov
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MNdvvng 6 EAoynpuévog!

‘Eva npaotoypovidriko dumynua tod @atn Kovroyiov.

O Aywoc Baoiing, oo mepd-
_ oave to XQLOTOUYEVVA,

* e 10 QaPdl Tov Al yUpLoE
. 0 Oha TO YwELd, Vo OET ToLdg
| Goc TéVeE YLOQTAOEL UE ®rabapi
5 ©000ud. TTépaoe &md Loyudv-
i LoyLudv  mohiteleg %L Amo
xepaloydola, uo o dmola
ToQTA %L OV yTVmmoe Ogv T

=w AvoiEave, Emeldn) TOV mHoave

: T4 itel 6Lomowoc@n K® Epevye

TUHEAUEVOS, YLoTL O Td10¢ 8tV €lye &vayxnn &md Tovg

avBpdmovg, uo Evolmbe o Téoo Bu TovoVoE 1) kAP

RAVEVOS PTWYOV Amd THV dmovid oy 10D delave
%€TVOL ot AvBpwroL.

M uépa Epevye Ao Eva T€ToLo GOTAUYVO YWELO,
%ol TEQOLOE &L’ TO VEXQOTAQETD, %™ £10€ T nIPovoLL
TOS TOVE ONUAYUEVA, Ol TOPOTETOES OMAOUEVES KL
AVATOO0YVQLOUEVES,XOLL TO VIOOROPTO WVHULOLTO T TALVE
OxAAOUEVOL ATTO TO TOARAALOL. 20V AYLOC TOV TiTove
arovoe g wAovoave ol mebauévor xol AEyave:
«TOV %00 OV efaoTe OTOV ATAV®
%000, SovAéYPoue, PaoaVIOTHROUE, KL
agpnoaue tiom pog Tadd v’ £yyovia
voL wag dvapouve xavéva repl, vo nolg
xalyovve Alyo AMpave now dev fAEmovue
T{mota, UiTe TATd OTO REPAAL Uag
vo. wig dtofdoer TUEOOTACUO, UATE
nOAMVPO, TOEO GOV VO UV G@HOAUE
Tlow Wog RavEVAY».

Ku 6 aywog Baoilng mdAiL otevo- -
yooNOnxre #” eime: «TovToL ol YwELATEC OTTE OF CwVTaAvO
O¢ divouvve Ponbela, olte 08 meBaUEVOV», nal Pyfne
ATO TO VEXQOTOUEPETO, KOl TEQTATOVOE OAOUOVAYOC
UEoO OTO TAYDUEVA YLOVLOL.

T 1 F

ITapauovi ThHE TEWTOYEOVLAS EPTaEE OF RATL YWOLY
OV HTAVE TU 7O PTOYO AVAUESH OTA PTMYOYDOLAL,
oto uéon g ‘EAAGdac. ‘O maywuévog ayépag foyrodoe
AVAUECO OTO XOUOOEVTOO %Ol 0T PEayLa, Yuyh
Cwvtavy 8&v gpawdtave, viyto miooa! Eide nrpootd
TOV WO QaXOUAa, %L ATTO RATM THS HTAVE UL OTQOVYRA
Touvwuévy. ‘O aylog Baoiing unfire oth otdvn ®ol
XTUITNoe HE To eafdl Tov TV oo T THS RAUAVPag %Al
pavage: «EAeN0TE UE, TOV QTmYG, YLoL THV YPuyh TOV
amofauévov oog xt 0 XELoTog UGS dtardvepe ot
TOUTOV TOV ®AOUO!».

To oxviie Evvioave rol xvBfixoave drdvo tov, wo
o0V TNYOVE ROVTA TOV XAl TOV WUQLOTHXOAVE, TLACUVE

1AL XOVVOUOAVE TIC 0VEEC TOVUS ROl TAQYLALavE OTO
odApLoL TOV ROl YOOULAVE TOQAUXRAUAECTIRO KOLL
¥oovueva. ATdvw 0” avTd, dvolge M) ToQTa Rl Pyfine
Evog TooumTd VNG, MC EIXOOLITEVTE YOO VAV TAAARAQL,
Ue uo oo otoLpTa Yévela, 6 INdvvng 6 Mrapumdxog,
avBpwmog &BMmoc ®L dmehéxntog, mpofatdvlpwmog,
00 TOLWV VO ®aAOTOET TOLOC YTUmNOE, elme: « Eha, Eha
uéoa. Kol uépa, xaih yoovidl».

Méoa 010 noAUPL Epeyye EVa Ay VAL, RQEWCLOUEVO
Ao A vw GO wic vovvia, Tov ftave deuévn o€ dvo
mahovria. Alha 0TO TLA%L HTave T0 0TEQWOTOL0 TOVS
®ol xootave N yvvaira 1ot I'idvvn. A0tdg, coav
gumine péoa 6 &yroc Baoilne, »” €1de moe fjtave yépoc
oefaoutog, THee 1O XEQL TOV %Al T AVEOTAOONKRE %
eie: «NG o TV 0 cov, Yépovtar, ®ol 16 "AeYe
ooV Vo TOV YVADELEE ®L A0 TEWTVTEQX, OO VA "TAVE
natéoog Tov. Kol #elvoc tod eime: «Bhoynuévog vé
‘o0, €00 %L OAO TO OTLTIXG OOV, ®aL TO TEOPATA GOV
1 €lpnvyn to0 Oeo® vd “vai drdvm oogl».

ZNROONKE 1 1) YUVOIRO ®OL THYE RO TOOORVVNOE
O KEIVT TOV YEQOVTA AL PIANOE TO XEQL TOV ROL T
PASynoe. Ku 6 dywog Baoiking fitave cov vahdyeQog
INTLAVOC, UE Lt o%oVELOL TAALL OTO REPAAL TOU, ROl
TO QGO0 TOV HTOVE TOUUEVO KOl UWTTOLAMUEVD ROLL TO
T0000UYLOL TOV TEULAL, % €lXE % EVaL
TOAMOTAY0QO0 AdELOVO.

‘O Tavvne 6 Bhoynuévog €Pake
E¥Aa o010 tladnt. Kol moapevbig,
@eyyopfoinoe to xoAUPL nal @d-
ynxre oov maAdtl. Kol gavixrave
0 doxdoLa, o0 VA “TOVE WOLACLUO-
XOTTVIOUEVO, % Ol TNTLEC TOU
NTOVE HQEUWOOUEVES QPAVNHOVE
oav xovtilio, % ol roEdAQEES
®OL T TUQOPOALO ol T dAla Tt oUveQyd oV
tvpoxropodoe 6 I'avyng, yivixave ooy AoNUEVLOL, ROl
o0V TAOVULOUEVO UE OLAUALVTOTETOES PAVIHAVE, KL
T A, T PTOYO TO TEAYUWATA TOU "Y€ WEOO OTO
®oAUBL Tov 6 T'dvvneg 6 Bhoynuévoc.

To E¥ha oV narydvtove 0to TLA®L TElCave nal
Aadovoave oov Tt mTOVALL OV AohoDve OTOV
100100, nal fyalave ®AmoLo eVWOLO TAVIEQTTVY.
Tov Gywo Baoiin tov fahave »° €rotoe xovid
ot QTIO ®* N yvvaixa tod ‘Oeoce poSihdoLo v
axovumnioet. Ki 6 yépovtog Eemépaoe 10 TaydotL
TOV Ao TO Aud Tov %ol 16 ‘Pare ®ovtd tov, %’
EPyadre nal 10 TOAMOQUOG TOV %L ATOUELVE UE TO
CwoTxd Tov.

O Twavvng 6 Bhoynuévog miye »L doueSe to
noofota wall ue tov mapayuvld tov, %’ Efaie uéoo
otV ®o@LvEda Ta VIoYEVYNTO T &QVLd, ¥l VOTEQM
YDOLOE TIC ETOLUOYEVVES TOOPATIVES RO TIC XOATNOE

<
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010 wavtei, ¥l 6 magayvlog 1d Pyare T AAla OoTH
Booxn. Aryootd fTave To LVIAVA TOV, PTWYOC TOVE
6 Tdvvng, o fjtave Bhoynuévoe. K elye uio yooo
ueyain, ot xdbe Moo, u€Ea %ol VUYTA, YLOTL HTOVE
#1OAOC EVOQMITOC ®™ ELYE RO KOM YVVaixa, %L ETOLOC
Aayove vor meQdoel Amo THV ®aAVPa Tovg, OOV VA
Tave AdEAPAS TOVG, TOV TEQLTOLOVTAVE. [0 ToOVTO %L
0 dywoc BaoiAng »dveye 0t0 OmiTL TOVS, ®Al ®AONOE
néoa, oo va tave O1ro 1oV omity, ®ol fAoynOravE TO
Beuéd tov. Keivn th viyta tov meguuévave GAeg ol
TOMTETES Rl TO YwELO TN Olrovuévng, ol dEyovToL,
ol deomotddeg % ol émionuot dvOpMmoL wot ExETVog OEV
nNye O ROVEVALY, TOQO TTTYE XAl XOVEYE OTO RAAVPL
1oV ['iévvn tot Bhoynuévov.
T 1 f

To Aowmdv, ooy oxopioave T TEOPATA, UIfjxe uéoo
0 I'dvvneg xat AéyeL oTOV dyLo:

—TIépovta, Exm Yoot neyain. OEhm va
uac dropdoeic o yoduuato T An-Baoiin.
Eyd elpotl &vOowmoc AyoQuuotoc, u
ayoam®d Tt yoduuoto the Oponoxeiog woc.
“Eym ®o uio, euAlddo 6o Evay yovuevo
ayLovopitn, %L 6mwote TUYEL VO TEQAOEL
HOVEVOCS YOOUUATILOVUEVOS, TOV BAlm %ol
no® dtaPalel dmo uéoa Ty PUALGdQ, YT
Ogv €yovue ®ovTd nog ExxiAnoio.

“Emwooe ®ol Qaumdgpeyye vatd 10 HEQOC
g dvatoriic. ‘O dylog BaoiAng onxdbnxe
1O OTAON®E ®OTO THY AVATOAY ®° €xave
TO 0TOVQEO TOV, VoTEQX E0%VYPE KAl TTHOE Uiot PUALAESQ
4O TO TAYAOL TOV, ¥ ELTE:

—EvAoyntoc 6 Ococ Nudv 7dvtoTe, viv xal Gel xal
gi¢ TOVS Aidvag TOV QidVwVv.

Ku 6 Tdvvne 6 Bhoynuévog mtijye not otddnxe dmo
niow tov, ®’ 1N yvvoiro PUCage TO0 wwEo ®ol mHYE
ROl XEIVN ®OL OTAOM®E KOVTA TOV, UE OTAVQWUEVA
yéoro.. Ku 6 &yroc Baoiing eime 10 Oeoc Kvprog »al
T amohvtinto T [Tepitouitc Mopgnv dvallotdtwe
avBowmivny TpooEAafes, diymg vor el ®al TO O1rd TOv
TO AmoAvtirio mov Aéyel Eic mdoav thv yiv éENAOev
0 pHoyyog oov.

‘H @wvi tov fjtave yhurelo »ol tamewvy, xL 6 Tudvyng
%1 yvvairo tov voudoave ueydin vatdvuen, ®L og unv
rnotahofaivave ta yodunato. K eime 6 dyioc Baoiing
Ghov tov "Opbpo »al 1ov Kavova tic ‘Eopthic Actite
Aaol dowuev doua Xototd t@ Oe@, ywEig VoL TET TO
dwo tov 1oV Kavdva, mov Aéyer 2o mhv e vy €8eL
maoeival, Baoilsie. K’ Hotepa eime GAn i Aettovoyia
% Enave Amohvuon xal Tovg PAOYNOE.

Kol ocov nabfoave 010 1oaméll ol @dyove %L
amogdyove, Epepe 1) yuvaino T facthémnTa ®ol TV

c

gpale amdvm 010 coged. Ki 6 dyrog Baoling mtipoe 10

uoyofoL #oll OTAvEWOoE T PACIASTINTA, % ELmTE:

— Eic 10 évoua tot I1atooc xai 100 Yiot xal Tt
Avyiov Ilvevuatog, »’ €xoPe T0 TEMTO TO XOUUATL %
eie «tod Xplotod» #” Yotepa eime «tiic [Tavayioc», ®°
Hotepa eime «to® vorrorvon Idvyy Tot Bhoynuévous.

To® Aéyel 6 Tdvvne:

—Tépovta, Eéyaoec 1oV dn- Baoiin!

Tod Aéyel 6 dyoc:

—Noat, nahd!

K’ Yotepa Aéyeu:

—Tob dovhov 100 Oeod Baoiielov...

K’ totepa Aéyel maL:

—To® vowonrnvn,... THS VOLRORVQEAC,... TOD ToldLoD,...
TOU TAEAYULOD,... TOV COVTAVAYV,... TOV QTOYDV.

Téte Aéyel otov dywo 6 Tdvvne 6 Bhoynuévoc:

— Iépovta, yiatl dev ExoPeg YL THV AyLmoUyn oov;

To® Aéyel 6 GyLoc

—"Exoya, Bhoynuéve!

Ma, 6 TIdvvng dev ratdrafe timota, 6
noaxaproc. K* totepa, onndOnre 6p01og 6
&yloc Baoihelog »” eime Thv 0y TOL:

—Kvoie 6 Bedc pov, oida St ovx iyl
d&iog, 0v6¢ ixavog, iva VO THV OTEYNV
ELOEAONS TOD oixov TS YUXTS Uo.

K’ eime 6 Tuévvng 6 Bhoynuévog:

—IIéc wov, yépovta, mol E€pelg T
YOAUUOLTA, OF oLl TOAATIOL GOOYEC TTTYE
ooy amoye 6 dyroc Baoiing Ot dpydvtol
%’ ol paoiinddec Tl quaptieg vd "YovuVE;
‘Eueic ol @ptwyol eluaote duoaptwilot, Emeldng M
QTOYELD POLS ®AVEL VO XOMOEOUOLOTE.

Ku 6 &yloc Baoiing danovoe »” elme mall TV 0y,
arlhowdTina:

—Kvpte, 6 Oedc pov, oida 611 6 Sotiloc cov Twdvvne
0 amwAoc éoTiv d&Lo¢ xal ixavog iva VO TV OTEYNY
oV €i0éAONS. “O11 vimiog Vdoyel xal T UWVoTnoLd
2ov 10l¢ vnmiols drmoxalvateTal.

Kot i 0ev xatdhofe timota 6 T'idvyng 6 naxdolog,
6 T'iavvne 6 Bhoynuévoc...

TV QUOQTAVELS, VO UNV GmeAmileoat. Mg
0G000¢ ®al EATIO0 0TO OO VO WETAVOETS KL
va tnyaivelg otov [vevuatirnd mov 0o €xm vrodelEel,
Qv OV uToe® £y, ®al vo o €Eouworoyeioat. “Etot
uoévo Bo cwOelc.

I'égovtag Ilopgvorog
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Mepi Tiic BAaopnuiag kard To0 Ayiou
Mvevparog
Ayiov Nikoidov Belwipofirs, «Apduog Aiyws Oso Ogv
Avtéyerat...», 130 Tepamoorolixes Emiorolés, Exd. «Ev
ID.¢», . 108-110.

Zt‘ov [Tétpo 3. mod pwtd: T( eivar 7 Praocenuio
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ON THE INCARNATION OF THE
SON OF GOD
By Bishop Theaphilos of Campania (+1795).

Christ is born; glorify Him!
Christ comes from Heaven; go to meet Him!
Christ is on earth; be exalted!
Sing to the Lord, all the earth!
And praise Him in gladness, O people;
Jfor He has been glorified!
T 77

1. The Mystery of the Incar-
nation. God who is All-Pow-
erful could have liberated the
% human race from the hands of
the Devil by a single command.
s Had He done that, however, we
would have known only His
All-Powerfulness, which we al-
1! ready knew. We would not have
known His Compassion and
{ Love in spite of the fact that we
N i are hostile to him.

The Incarnation (literally Ensarkosis = “En-flesh-ment”) of
the Son of God is called such because of His extreme conde-
scension and because it was out of love that He who is not
separated from the Father came down to the lowest point,
i.e., to the “flesh,” although when we speak about “flesh” here
we understand the whole man who is denoted by the partial
element of the “flesh.”

The Incarnation of the Son of God is the supreme dogma
of the Christian Faith, because it was by these means that
we were saved by grace. The whole Son of God became Man,
personally (literally Aypostatically = existentially). In other
words, He was perfect God and perfect man, with two na-
tures, Godhead and manhood, and one person (hypostasis),
the divine.

This mystery, says St. Dionysios (the Areopagite) remains
ineffable, although we denote it with words. It is also un-
knowable, although we put it in our mind. God Himself said
to Moses: Go down, charge the people, lest they break through
unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish (Exod 19:21),
i.e., those who try to investigate God’s nature and myster-
ies fall into perplexity. This is why Gregory the Theologian
says: Before you grasp Him run away, and before you pur Him
in your mind escape. Indeed he goes on to call those who try
to investigate the mysteries babblers, imprudent, uncontrol-
lable and chatterers.

2. Why Did the Incarnation Take Place at That Time? No
one should examine why the Incarnation took place then, and
not earlier or later, because only He knows it. He was incar-
nated from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary because there
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was never before, nor will there appear again, such a Virgin
in the human race as immaculate as the Virgin Mary, sancti-
fied in the flesh and worthy to be united with the Godhead
of the Son of God, the Son of God who assumed the entire
man from her pure and immaculate blood.

As she conceived without a sperm, so Christ was born with-
out corruption. In other words, the Holy Mary and Theoto-
kos, who was a Virgin before the birth, remained a Virgin
even after the birth. Thus Christ came out of her womb in
an ineffable manner just as He entered into her in a manner,
which involved no passion and cannot be explained.

This is exactly what Ezekiel’s prophesy stresses: Son of Man,
this gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall
enter in by it; because the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered
in by it, therefore it shall be shut. (Ezek 44:2).

3. This Mystery of the Incarnation is inconceivable ac-
cording to the prophet Jeremiah who says: And he is a man,
and who shall know Him? (Jer 17:9). The great Paul also de-
clares the same: And without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit,
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory. (1 Tim 3:16).

Through communion with the Godhead the entire man
was deified iz Christ. The humanity of Christ enjoyed all
the charismas and benefits of the Godhead, since Christ
is perfect God and perfect man after the union. This is
similar to the initial light, which God created and which
fell on the sun’s disk and the entire disk became full of
dazzling light.

This Mystery of the Incarnation is inconceivable both to
Angels and human beings. God Himself revealed it to Moses,
when He showed him through the burning bush, namely
His Incarnation. He did not show him His person, i.e., His
Godhead, which no man can ever see, not even an angel. At
the Incarnation, then, God did not change what He was,
since He is unchangeable; rather He assumed what He was
not, because He is a Lover of man.

One may ask, how did the humanity receive the Godhead
without being burnt out? But is this not also the case with
the burning bush, which was not burnt out? Where God is
at work whatever is impossible becomes possible. The burn-
ing iron receives the entire nature of fire, and yet the iron
remains iron and the fire, fire. It burns like fire, and like iron
it undergoes changes, which an iron undergoes and has a
cutting edge when it is used.

4. The Godhead Deified the Human Nature, which is now
deified together with its soul, which is endowed with mind,
reason, will and energy. As a man, Christ was exposed to the
so-called natural but blameless passions. In others words, He
felt pain, thirst, weariness, even faintheartedness in a natural
way. He did not display, however, any blameworthy passions,
i.e., those deriving from evil choice. This was the case because
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He was united with God, who was the leader of His rational
soul and preserved Christ sinless.

Some of the Fathers say that the babe was perfect already
inside the belly of His mother. Others, however, say that He
grew gradually like all babes. This is a matter of opinion and
not a heresy that has an effect on the Mystery. The point is
that just as Adam was made from the soil, so Christ was made
from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary. The Holy Spirit
gave birth to the soul of Christ while His flesh was made from
the blood of the Virgin.

s. The Manner of the Incarnation. Saint Maximus says that
the Angels knew the impending Incarnation of the Son of God
for the salvation of human beings. What, however, escaped
their perception were the unthinkable Holy Conception and
the manner of the Incarnation. How He could be entirely in
the Father and entirely inside all things which
He fulfilled, and also entirely inside the belly |
of the Virgin!

Nevertheless, Christ’s becoming man dif- |
fers from that of all other human beings. He
is substantially a perfect man, yet He differs @
because He is seedless, and because He falls ‘§g
under a different law from that which pertains
to the nature of composite beings. The Word |
of God was conjoined with the flesh by means
of assuming it in an ineffable manner.

Thus, only when Christ was born was the
message heard, Peace on earth and good will
among men. (Lk 2:14). God had granted His
peace many times and had called many hu-
man beings His sons. There was only one
Person, however, in whom He was well-
pleased and only one Peace that was perfect
and saving for all human beings along with
His perfect good-pleasure.

6. The Name “Jesus” and the Greek Alphabet. The Name

Jesus, which is the Name above every other name (Phil 2:9),
means Savior for the Jews and healer (iomenos) for the
Greeks. And indeed, Christ is the Healer of our souls and
of the bodies of those who believe in him. The curious
point here, however, is that this great and divine Name was
indicated beforehand, through the Greek Alphabet, which
consists of 24 letters!

As is known, the first eight letters of this Alphabet from A to
0 specify 8 monads. The following eight letters from I to II
specify 8 decades, and the following eight letters from P to Q
specify 8 hundreds. If we add them all up we form the number
888. The same applies, however, if we add the numbers which
are specified by the letters of the name IHEOYX (JESUS):
1(=10)+ H(=8)+ X(=200)+ O (=70)+ Y (=400) + £(=200)=888.
This is exactly what the following verse stresses: For if eight
monads are to be added to eight decades and these to eight hun-

dreds they will denote to the human unbelievers the Name of
their Savior. (Oracula Sibyllina).

7. Witnesses of the Gentiles about the God-Man. Wit-
nesses to Christ being God and Man are also found among
many Gentiles:

A) Josephus: The Jewish historian Josephus says this about
Christ: “Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if
it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonder-
ful works—a teacher of such men as receive the truth with
pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and
many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ; and when Pilate,
at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had con-
demned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first
did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the
third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and other

- wonderful mysteries concerning him; and the
tribe of the Christians, so named from him are
not extinct at this day.” (Antiquitates Judai-
cae, Book 18, 64.2). In other words, Josephus
‘®  wonders whether Jesus was only a man, since

| he did so many incredible things and taught
| in such a way that he made many Jews and
Greeks believe in him. Also, when the lead-
i ers of the Jews delivered him to Pilate to be
crucified, his disciples did not reject him, for
he was resurrected on the third day and ap-
! peared to them according to the predictions of
. the prophets who had spoken about this and
many more mysteries concerning his person.
Indeed his followers took his name and came
| to be called Christians and their race has not
§ ceased to exist to this day.

B) The Roman Emperor Augustus: Eusebius

of Pamphilos (Metropolitan of Caesarea in

* Palestine) reports that the Roman Caesar Au-
gustus went to the Oracle of Delphi and offered sacrifice there
as a Greek in order to ask Pythia who gave the oracles to tell
him who would reign after him. Pythia gave him the follow-
ing oracle: “A Hebrew child, who will reign over the blessed
gods, orders me to leave this altar and return to Hades again.
Depart, therefore, silent from my altars.” (Oracula, or Suda,
Lexicon alpha). When Caesar Augustus heard these things, he
returned to Rome and erected an altar on which he inscribed:
“An Altar to the firstborn God” (Johannes Malalas, Chrono-
graphia or Suda, Lexicon, alpha). It is truly amazing to think
that the demon was forced by the divine power to witness to
the Gentiles the divine birth of Christ the God-man!

C) Porphyry: The opponent of the Christians, Porphyry,
says the following: “But now [the Gentiles] marvel how the
disease has befallen the city for so many years and there has
been no intervention either from Asclepius (the god of health)
or from any other gods. Because the honor offered to Jesus
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did not leave room for any common help from the gods.”
(Porphyrius, Contra Christianos 80.3).

Their oracles ceased and their divinations from their false
gods, the demons. What else did the thoughtless and blind
gentiles wish to see in order to understand that the mighty
power of the Lord and God Jesus Christ? But the sages of the
Greeks had proclaimed Christ even before his incarnation.

D) Orpheus. Orpheus says: “Voice, I attest you, of the Fa-
ther, which he uttered first. When he established the world on
his own will” (Justin Martyr, Cohortatio ad Gentiles, 16). And
the next verse says: “And when you look at the divine word,
attach yourself to him.” (Ibid. De Monarchia, and Clement
Alexandrinus Protrepticus and Stromata).

Just as the birth of Christ was seedless, so also the divine
generation was without birth pangs. It is a mistake to speak
of the birth pangs of the holy Virgin, i.e., that the feast on
the day after Christmas is connected with greeting the mother
that recovers from the birth pangs.

8. God Became Man in order to Conquer the Devil as
Man. He was born in an indescribable and unutterable man-
ner and received the homage of the Magi (and that unusual
star appeared in the sky). Yet He was fed with human milk,
and grew up, and went to the desert and fasted for forty
days; as such, the Devil thought that He was only a man and
could fall if tempted with hunger and so he started tempting
Him hard. But Christ rebutted the enemy, putting forth the
light of Scripture, not using the power and authority of His
Godhead, but following the natural sequence of humanity.
It was as a man, then, and not as God that Christ conquered
the Devil, because the Devil had conquered the first man at
the beginning not as God but as man. It was necessary, then,
that the Devil should be conquered by man. This is why the
divine Dionysius the Areopagite and Gregory the Theologian
say, that Christ conquered the Devil not by power but by right
Judgment and righteousness. (Dionysius, De ecclesiasticae Hi-
erarchia). Luke the Evangelist says that Christ sustained all
temptations, because He scored victories over the three capital
ones, gluttony, vainglory and avarice, which give birth to all
others. Thus He put the Devil to shame.

9. The Public Ministry of the God-Man and its Conclu-
sion in the Resurrection. When Christ came down from the
desert and gathered together His disciples, He preached to
the world for three years and produced many miracles, having
first completed the thirtieth year of His age. After all these
things His disciple Judas sold him by treachery, and Christ
accepted it, because He wanted to redeem us human beings,
who had been sold to the Devil through sin. He deliberately
handed Himself over to those who pursued him, because He
wanted to complete the divine economy and redeem the hu-
man race. He was crucified, died and buried, and the Third
Day He rose and appeared to His disciples and to the women.
Then, forty days later He blessed His disciples, and having

taught them about peace, He ascended into heaven and sat
at the right hand of the Father having fulfilled all things and
having deified man.

Before the Resurrection of Christ took place, three human
beings appear in the Old Testament to have been risen from
the dead. The first one is the son of the widow from Zarephath
or Sarepta (cf. Luke 4:26) who was raised by Elijah. The
second was the son of the Somanite woman who was raised
by Elisha (cf. 4 Kings 4:32ff). And the third is the case of the
soldier who was buried near the tomb of Elisha and was raised
from the dead (4 Kings 13:21). In the New Testament there are
four cases of human beings who were raised from the dead
by Christ: the daughter of the leader of the synagogue (Luke
8:49fF), the son of the widow of Nain (Luke 7:11f), Lazarus
who had been buried for four days (John 11:43f) and those
who arose at the resurrection of Christ (cf. Matt. 27:52f). All
of these died again. Christ, however, who is the eighth case
of a man that rose from the dead, is the only one who does
not die again because death has no dominion over him. We
too will rise again, on that Eighth Day, which has no end,
without dying again.

10. Epilogue From the Words of Dionysius the Areop-
agite. We shall let Dionysius the Areopagite to close this
chapter. And first of all we shall recall what he says about the
darkness, which occurred when Christ was crucified. There
is, he says, the witness of the Greek astronomer Phlegon who
said: “In the second year of the 20274 Olympiad, a major
eclipse of the Sun occurred, the like of which had not been
seen earlier, so that the stars appeared in the sky” (Johannes
Malalas, Chronographia). This is one additional witness of
the Greeks, which is connected with the Crucifixion of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

It is in this way, then, that we should believe in and worship
Jesus Christ, as God who became man, because the Son and
Word of God remains inseparable from His humanity. As
God He is other than the Flesh, but also as Flesh He is other
than the Word. Since, however, the Word of the Father, who
is from God, Himself became man as well, this is not the
case of “an other and an other” because of the indescribable
union and summit. Thus, the Son is called: One and Only,
both before the summit of the Incarnation and after His
union with the Flesh. It is exactly for this reason that He said
to the man who had been previously blind and was healed
by Him: Do you believe in the Son of man? (Jn 9:35). And he
answered, And who is he Lord, that [ might believe in Him (Jn
9:36). And then, Christ said to Him, “And you have seen Him
and He who is speaking with you, He is the one” (Jn 9:38).
He speaks as man, He appears as man, and He is believed to
be a God-Man, God’s Son Himself!

Truly, how incomprehensible and lofty is this Mystery of
the Incarnation of Christ! Yet it is an absolute confirmation
and revelation of God’s infinite love for us human beings.
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THE RIGHTFUL OMISSION OF
GNOSTIC WRITINGS
By Fr. Barnabas Powell, St. Michael’s Orthodox Church.

From the Editor: As we had observed during past pre-Christ-
mas periods, the mass media will once again stand ready to
release (in whatever form they consider moss effective) “new
historically-based” stories or television specials that are based
on so-called ‘ancient Christian manuscripts” that have “finally
gained the exposure they deserve.” They will tell us that their
aim is to make the Bible text more understandable for all
humans and to provide that “missing insight” into Jesus. It is
our personal contention that their true aim is simply another
form of attack on the truth of our Faith. The subject article
correctly exposes one such “manuscript” and places it into the
perspective that it deserves.

We appeal to all Orthodox Christians that they treat these
‘ancient Christian manuscripts” with the disrespect that they
deserve; they are truly nothing more than religious trash-talk
that is being utilized by the Dark Forces of our days. Their aim
continues to be the instilment of doubt in the hearts and souls
of our brethren towards the great mystery of His Incarnation
and the salvific power of our Faith.

1o
Perusing the religious sections of major bookstores over
the years, I've noticed a growing fascination with mate-
rial that fell to the cutting-room floor as the Church pro-
duced a biblical canon. In 100 back-cover endorsements,
pop-scholars pose the provocative question “What doesn’t
the Church want you to know?”

Given our post-modern disillusionment with authority
and penchant for conspiracy theories, obsession over “lost”
books of the Bible is not surprising. Before we remove such
works from the trash, however, it may be worthwhile con-
sidering why they were tossed in the first place.

As the apostles’ successors continued their work of
spreading the Gospel, they were shadowed by a group of
revisionists who claimed to possess an arcane knowledge
of God that the Church at large wasn’t privy to. They were
called Gnostics (“gnosis” is Greek for “knowledge”). They
rejected the physical world and its Jewish Creator God,
denied the incarnation of God in Christ, and promoted
a puritanical spirituality that rejected the body and its
redemption.

To promote their teachings, they attributed them to Christ
by authoring “gospels” under apostolic pseudonyms. No
Gnostic work has better captured popular imaginations
than the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. Purporting to fill in
the years of Jesus’ Egyptian childhood, this work titillates
us with the prospect of information not included in Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John. We expect something cute,
if not inspiring.

Yet there’s nothing endearing about this Gnostic Jesus.
An all-powerful brat with a vindictive streak, he strikes a
playmate dead for bullying him. When the boy’s parents
complain to Joseph and Mary, they’re struck blind for their
trouble. When a rabbi tries teaching Jesus the alphabet, the
boy declares his omniscience and mocks his pedagogue. The
rabbi raises a hand to rebuke the arrogant cur, and winds up
dead. When Jesus channels five mud puddles into a single
pool, a Pharisee stamps out his project because it constitutes
work on the Sabbath. You guessed it. He, too, ends up dead.

Like the child demigods of Greek mythology and Far
Eastern demonology, this Jesus is no innocent babe, but a
malevolent and capricious trickster. Why would the Gnos-
tics depict him thus? Their goal was to cast his humanity
as mere illusion, a thin cloak barely concealing the divine
being within. He only seems to be as we are, only seems
subject to human limitations.

The canonical Gospels depict a God who empties himself
to the point of suffering and death. The Gnostic deity would
never stoop to such depths. Even his childhood is a facade.

Modernist scholars urge us to include such works in our
understanding of the “historical Jesus.” They accuse the
early Church of deliberately covering them up in a preju-
diced desire for orthodoxy over diversity. As a member of
that same Church, I plead guilty. I'm glad such twisted icons
were rejected, because Jesus is, after all, not simply an object
of worship. He’s the perfect man we seek to become. Imagine
if the Gnostic Jesus were part of that model. What kind
of Christians would that produce? What kind of Church?
Vengeance would be next to godliness; a martyr not so much
one who dies for his faith as one who kills for it.

Although secularists exploit isolated, historic aberrations
to accuse Christianity of fitting that bill, le’s get real. There
are other faiths in which such a paradigm is no aberration
at all. Their claim to secret knowledge continues to inspire
Gnosticism’s spiritual successors, who focus today on the
secret sex life of Jesus, or whatever the latest cultural psy-
chosis dictates.

Gnosticism may inspire Hollywood blockbusters and
New York Times best-sellers, but has never inspired love
of neighbor. It produced no saints. Gnostic writings are an
interesting read, but there’s a reason they didn’t make the
biblical cut. Christ didn’t leave a text. He left a Church,
which compiled a text.

Perhaps we can all be convinced now that the Mother
Church truly knew what She was doing...

\ >< That does it mean to sincerely confess? To hide noth-
i

ng, speak plainly and not beat around the bush.
St. Ambrose of Optina
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WAS CHRIST BORN ON DEC. 25™?
By John Eidsmoe and Ben DuPré, from WorldNetDaily,
12/24/2009.

he secularizers commonly defend the de-Christianiza-

tion of Christmas by noting that America is a much
more diverse nation than we used to be, that we shouldn’t
offend others, that saying “Merry Christmas” might be bad
for business and that public Christmas observances might
even violate the First Amendment. Then they deliver their
crowning blow: “Besides, everybody knows Jesus wasn’t
born in December.”

But saying “everybody knows” begs the question, as say-
ing “all scholars agree” defines anyone who doesn’t agree
as a non-scholar. At the risk of flying in the face of this
collective modern wisdom, we suggest that there is sub-
stantial, though not conclusive, evidence that Jesus was
born in December.

The Biblical Evidence

What does the Bible say about the date of Jesus” birth? Luke
2:6 tells us that the days were accomplished that she should
be delivered, so we assume Jesus was a full-term baby, born
nine months after His conception. Luke 1:26 says the angel
Gabriel announced the conception of Jesus to Mary in the
sixth month of her cousin Elizabeth’s pregnancy with John
the Baptist. So Jesus was conceived about six months after
John the Baptist was conceived.

So when was John the Baptist conceived? That’s more dif-
ficult, but the Scriptures suggest some answers. John’s father
was Zacharias, a Levite priest of the course of Abia [Abijah]
(Lk 1:5). According to I Chronicles 24:7-19, King David had
divided the priests into 24 orders, and these orders took turns
serving in the temple for a period of eight days twice a year,
separated from their wives and children. During their time
Zacharias and the other priests of the course of Abia served
during the 10th and 24™ weeks of the Jewish year.

The angel of the Lord spoke to Zacharias while he executed
the priests office before God in the order of his course (Lk 1:8),
that is, while he was performing his service in the temple.
After his course was finished he left the temple, returned to
his wife, Elizabeth, and John was conceived (Lk 1:23-24). If
this was after the second course, that is, the 24 week of the
year, John would have been conceived around September or
October and born around June or July. Jesus’ conception six
months later would have occurred around March or April
and His birth around December or January.

There is no certainty to this theory, especially given that
the Jewish calendar (of only 360 days) may have been dif-
ferent from King David’s time to Jesus’ time. But based on
the scriptural account of Zacharias’s service in the temple, it
is well within the realm of possibility that Jesus was born in
December.

The Extrabiblical Evidence

St. John Chrysostom (347-407 A.D.), argued strongly for a
Dec. 25t birthdate because of the course of Zacharias priestly
service. But he also based his conclusion on the findings of
Pope Julius. Bishop Cyril of Jerusalem (348-386 A.D.) had
asked Pope Julius to ascertain the date of Christ’s birth from
the census documents brought by Titus to Rome after the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Julius then determined the date
of Christ’s birth to be Dec. 25th.

Julius, Cyril and Chrysostom were not alone in their reliance
upon the census documents. St. Justin Martyr (100-165 A.D.),
in a detailed statement of the Christian faith addressed to Em-
peror Marcus Aurelius, stated that Jesus was born in Bethlehem
as you can ascertain also from the registers of the taxing. (Apology,
I, 34). Likewise, Tertullian (160-250 A.D.) wrote of the census of
Augustus—ihatr most faithful witness of the Lord’s nativity, kept
in the archives of Rome Contra Marcion, Bk 4, 7).

Unfortunately, we do not have access to these census records
today. But perhaps the better part of wisdom bids us to assume
that these church fathers had access to information that we do
not possess, and that they knew what they were talking about.

Some have said that Jesus couldn’t have been born in Decem-
ber because shepherds did not keep their sheep in the fields
past late autumn. But Alfred Edersheim, in his classic work
The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah (1883), cites ancient
Jewish sources to the effect that flocks of sheep “remain in
the open alike in the hottest days and in the rainy season, i.e.,
all the year round” (Book 2, p. 186). There was also a special
class of Levitical shepherds who kept sacrificial lambs in the
field all year round because they were used for sacrifice every
month of the year.

Winters can be cold in Palestine, but they vary greatly, and
some Decembers are rather mild. A recent study of stalagmites
and stalactites in caves near Jerusalem strongly suggests that
the average annual rainfall dropped nearly 50 percent from
about 3 feet in 100 A.D. to about 1.6 feet in 700 A.D. Average
winter temperatures may have varied as well. If Mary could
have given birth to a baby in a Bethlehem stable, then hardy
shepherds could have watched their flocks in the fields at
the same time.

Edersheim concludes, “There is no adequate reason for ques-
tioning the historical accuracy of this date (Dec. 25t). The
objections generally made rest on grounds, which seem to
me historically untenable.”

In the end, no one’s Christian faith should depend upon
whether Dec. 25 is the date of Jesus’ birth, nor do such ques-
tions give us any reason to take Christ out of Christmas. We'd
welcome responses from anyone who can prove or disprove
this thesis. But sometimes it is comforting, and even fun, to
learn that ancient scholars and ancient traditions may have
been right all along.

And Merry Christmas, one and all—on Dec. 25!
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HoLY PROPHET DANIEL
[COMMEMORATED ON DECEMBER 17TH]

From “Orthodox America,” vol. VI, No. 5, December, 1985.

mong those who foretold the Birth of the promised Mes-

siah was the holy Prophet Daniel. He was of royal lineage
from the tribe of Judah. As a youth he was taken captive by
the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar (607-562 BC). As he
was handsome and of a good family, he was chosen together
with several others to be trained for service in the palace.
They were taught the Chaldean language as well as various
sciences. The king ensured that they were well provided for
and given food from his own table.

Among the chosen youths Daniel had three friends: Ana-
nias, Azarias and Misail. All four steadfastly preserved their
faith in the one true God and together
refused to eat the king’s food for fear
breaking one of Moses laws. They asked
their overseer to give them only bread
and vegetables, but the overseer was
afraid that they would become thin and
he would be made to suffer the king’s
wrath. Daniel persuaded him to make ' &
a test and allow them to observe this
regimen for ten days. At the end of this 4
period all could see that not only had
Daniel and his friends not lost weight—
they had grown still healthier and more
handsome than before. And so they
were permitted to eat as they pleased.
The Lord God rewarded them for their
faithfulness, granting them various tal-
ents and success in their studies. And
to Daniel was given the special gift of interpreting dreams
and visions.

Now in the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar saw
an unusual dream which troubled his spirit; when he awoke,
however, he couldn’t recall the content of the dream. He
summoned together all the wise men, astrologers, magicians
and soothsayers of the land, and demanded an explanation
of his dream. But they were astonished at such a task. Who,
they asked, could begin to interpret a dream which the king
himself could not remember! Nebuchadnezzar grew angry
and ordered all these sages to be put to death.

Daniel heard of their dilemma and requested some time
to think it over. That night he prayed fervently to God, and
in his sleep the Lord revealed to him the king’s dream and
its significance. All this Daniel explained to the king—how
he had been thinking of the future and beheld in a dream
a terrible statue whose head was of fine gold, his breast and

his arms were of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs

of iron and part of clay. Then from a mountain a stone was
cut out without hands and struck the image, breaking it to
pieces; and the stone became a great mountain and filled the
whole earth. [1]

In explaining this dream Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that
as a king of kings to whom God had given a kingdom, power,
strength and glory, he was this head of gold, and after him
would arise another kingdom, less powerful, and then a third;
and finally these would all be consumed by an everlasting,
kingdom of the God of heaven, which kingdom would spread
over the entire earth unto the ages of ages.

Nebuchadnezzar arose and, bowing down before Daniel,
said: Truly, your God is the God of gods and King of kings! In
reward for his interpretation Daniel was given authority over
all the wise men of Babylon, and his three friends—Ananias,
Azarius and Misail—were made rulers of the land. [2]

' Nebuchadnezzar, however, did not re-
' main steadfast in confessing the God of
Daniel to be God of gods and King of
'~ kings. In the 18th year of the Babylonian
captivity, Nebuchadnezzar had an enor-
mous golden idol erected in a field. All
the wise men and the learned members
. of Babylon gathered to witness its unveil-
. ing. It was announced that at the sound
. of the trumpets and the musical instru-
- ments everyone was to bow down before
- the idol. Anyone who failed to observe
the king’s decree would be thrown into
~ the furnace.
. At the given moment, all bowed
- down—with the exception of Ananias,
- Azarias and Misail. Hearing of their re-
| fusal, the king flew into a rage and com-
manded that the flames be increased seven-fold and that the
three obstinate young Israelites be bound and thrown into
the furnace. It was made so hot that the soldiers who threw
the victims into the fire themselves fell dead, and even those
Chaldeans standing nearby were scorched. The three godly
youths, however, remained unharmed. The Lord had sent His
angel to guard them from the flames, and they stood in the
midst of the furnace singing praises to God.

Nebuchadnezzar, who was seated on a high throne facing
the furnace, turned to his counselors: Were there not three
youths bound and thrown into the furnace? How is it that I
see four, freely walking, unharmed, amidst the flames; and the
Sfourth has the appearance of the Son of God. Approaching the
furnace, Nebuchadnezzar called the youths out. When they
came forth it could be seen that the lames had not touched
them: neither their clothing nor their hair was even singed.
Seeing this Nebuchadnezzar said: Blessed is your God Who

sent His angel and preserved his servants who trusted in Him.
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And he forbade his subjects, on penalty of death, to mock
the God of the Israelites.

After Nebuchadnezzar’s death, the throne passed through
his son and his son-in-law to his grandson Belshezzar. And
all these years Daniel continued to interpret dreams and
himself to have dreams which were significant in foreshad-
owing future events. He foretold to Belshezzar that because
he had forgotten the example of his grandfather Nebuchad-
nezzar and had scorned the true God, he would be killed
and his kingdom would be divided. That very night the
prophecy was fulfilled and the Babylonian empire was taken
over by the Medes and Persians.

The Median king Darius looked with favor upon Dan-
iel and raised him up to be one of the three kings under
his sovereignty. Daniel’s popularity roused the envy of the
Chaldean wise men who plotted to have him killed. They
knew that three times a day Daniel prayed before a window
opened towards Jerusalem. They proposed the king make a
decree that for 30 days no one petition any god or man, save
the king, for any reason whatsoever. Breaking this decree
would cause the offended to be thrown to the lions. King
Darius agreed.

The holy prophet Daniel continued as before to pray to
God and ask His mercy. When his enemies denounced
Daniel, the king realized it was all a ruse, but he could not
annul his decree and was forced to have Daniel thrown into
the lions’ den.

Early the next morning, Darius hurried to the den, Dan-
iel, servant of the living God, he shouted, has your God been
able to save you from the lions? ... King, answered Daniel,
my God sent His angel to close the jaws of the lions, for I have
been found pure in His sight, and before you, O king, I have
not transgressed.

The king was overjoyed and ordered Daniel released from
the lions’ den and his accusers to take his place. These men
had scarcely entered the den when they were attacked by
the lions and torn to pieces.

Then Darius wrote the following to be spread abroad: /
make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men
tremble and fear before the God of Daniel; for He is the living
God... and His dominion shall be even unto the end.

And so the Prophet Daniel prospered in the reign of
Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. Among his
prophecies, he foretold the year of Christ’s Birth, and that
the Messiah would be given over to death; this would be
followed by the destruction of the temple and all Jerusalem,
and the Old Testament sacrifices would cease. And so it
came to pass.

TFo

[1] According to the Holy Fathers, the stone uncut by
human hands, which broke away from the mountain and
crushed the image—signifies Christ, born of a Pure Virgin

without the participation of a man. Overruling all tempo-
ral kingdoms, He raised up a kingdom which is never to
be destroyed, a spiritual kingdom. Because this prophecy
foretells the Saviour’s Birth, it is read during Vespers on the
eve of the Feast of Nativity.

[2] Daniel’s prophecy was fulfilled precisely. The Babylo-
nian kingdom was succeeded by three more great empires:
the Persian Medean, the Greek-Macedonian, and the Ro-
man; each of these ruled over the Jewish people. During the
Roman Empire the Lord Jesus Christ appeared on earth, the
Saviour of the world, and established His everlasting and
universal kingdom—His holy Church.

“Regular” Baptism
The Absolute Requirements.

* Always performed by a priest/bishop

* Water , Oil of gladness, Chrism

* Person ALWAYS present. Godparent must be present.

* Full immersion, ALWAYS three times. “Baptism” is from
the Greek Word “baptizo” which means to immerse.

* The servant of God __is baptized in the name of Father,
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit — immerse fully at the men-
tion of each person. Never “I baptize ...”

Emergency Baptism
Some Basic Rules and Guidance

* By whom can it be performed? Any Baptized Orthodox
Christian. Principle: you cannot give what you do not have.

e When is it “allowed” When it is believed a person that
has not been baptized is in danger of imminent death and
there is no time for usual baptism.

* How is it performed?

o As many prayers as possible. Trisagion, Creed.

o Water — make the sign of the cross over it

o Immerse if possible, or pour, with the proper formula:
The servant of God ___ is baptized in the name of Father,
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit

* Contact a priest as soon as possible to complete the
baptism.

“Completing” the Emergency Baptism

* In the case that the newly baptized survives.

* Never any “re-baptism”.

* Priest performs the baptism service, omitting the blessing
of the water and immersion.

* All other parts are said.

* Always chrismation is performed.

* Godparent must be present, as possible.
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GRACE ILLUMINING THE SOUL

By Fr. Valery Lukianov, St. Alexander Nevsky Church, Lakewood,
New Jersey.

n every man there are two aspects—the outward man and
his inward content; or, on the contrary, these two aspects
are bound together in complete harmony.

What is the outward man? It is the facade or “image” with
which I appear before the world and society. Here, of course,
if we show ourselves to others, it is with our most attractive
side. Even without inward harmony, the outward man can
seem very well brought up, orderly, correct, and polite. But
this is only outward “self-control.” Just take away the “world”
before which one finds it necessary to show off, and there is
revealed the inward content of a man’s heart, which does not
at all correspond to his attractive outward image.

This can be seen best of all at home with one’s family, where
a man feels himself no longer obliged to restrain his passions.
And how sad it is for a spiritual father to find out that in
outwardly happy and model families there are often fighting,
irritability, crudity, and the storm of passions!...

But what do we see in a man whose outward image is in
harmony with his hidden spiritual life? Here we see the
beginning of the positive action of God’s grace on a man’s
soul, the beginning of a reflection of the light of Tabor about
which St. Gregory Palamas teaches. He explains that just as
once the Divine light appeared visibly to the Prophet Moses
on Mt. Sinai, and just as this light appeared on Mt. Tabor
when our Lord Jesus Christ was transfigured, so also this
reflection of the light of Tabor can appear even outwardly
in a man, but under the unfailing condition that his life is
sanctified by the grace of prayer, fasting, and other labors
of self-renunciation.

The clearest example of such grace-given illumination of the
soul was manifested by the wondrous St. Seraphim of Sarov
who was truly “a heavenly man and an earthly angel.” This
flaming wonderworker of the Russian Church, who devoted
his whole life to acquiring the Holy Spirit, was granted even
here on earth the special gift of shining with the light of
Tabor—to such an extent that, as Motovilov testifies, it was
impossible to look at his face, for it shone and burned like
the sun. The same reflection of inward peace and spiritual
beauty was shown by the last Tsar-Martyr, Nicholas II, who,
as is well known, had especially radiant eyes that won over not
only his well-wishers, but even people who, out of spiritual
faint-heartedness, were disposed against him.

If one looks attentively at the world around us, we see that
God’s Providence has placed an image of spiritual transfigu-
ration even in inanimate nature. Let us remember nature
as it is in winter—could anyone imagine that the naked
branches of trees, when spring comes, would suddenly awake
from a death-like sleep, become covered with new green

leaves, and that on them splendid fruits would come forth
to rejoice and feed men? And who has not experienced
a special feeling of grace in those wondrous moments of
dawn when a man observes how the night ends and a new
day begins? What a wondrous, blessed stillness! What a
remarkable peace! What joy settles then in the heart of a
man when he sees the darkness transformed unnoticeably
into light. And, if a sensitive person can take so close to his
heart such purely outward manifestations of nature, then
how deeply and brightly must a Christian experience those
hidden secrets of spiritual existence which open up when
there are planted in the heart the grace-given gifts of prayer,
repentance, and forgiveness, accompanied by fasting and
good deeds.

With our bodily eyes we follow the natural course of life;
everything passes away: every happiness, family and so-
cial well-being, glory and honor, one’s voice and hearing,
memory and intelligence. With the setting of the sun, spring
passes over into dead winter! But with our spiritual gaze we
follow our earthly pilgrimage—Tlife is not fading away, but
on the contrary, an ascent from strength to strength, the
acquisition of the spiritual gifts bountifully distributed by
the Lord to those who seek Him, given through the Church
of Christ.

How sweet is the awareness that still here on earth we have
the promise of the victory of good over evil, the pledge of
a joyful resurrection. How splendid and consoling is our
existence in the Church where a man receives the wondrous
opportunity to renew his soul, to tear sin out of his heart with
tears, and to be in communion with the spiritual world, in
union with Christ.

Let us, then, treasure our joyful communion with the
Church, for perhaps the day is not far distant when the Lord
will call His faithful children to be confessors. And let us hope
that if in this life, because of our unworthiness, the Lord does
not illumine our gaze with the clear light of His mercy, then
at least He does so during our death. In that frightful hour
when the soul is to be separated from the fragile remains of
its earthly vessel, and when all sorrows and every vain thing
remain behind, our soul might then be illumined by the won-
drous light of Tabor so as eternally to be washed in the rays
of God’s grace and eternally to send up praise to its Creator
together with the angels. Amen.

(o
a'-_:'. A ] 1".'.'_

he priest’s cassock is the flag of the Church of our Christ:

for this reason we must try hard to honor it, we who
wear it, with a holy life, so that those who don’t wear it will
honor and respect it.

Blessed Elder Amphilochios of Patmos
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THE VISION OF SAINT PETER,

BISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA
[FEAST DAY - NOVEMBER 24™H]
From the “Mystagogy” webpages, by ]. Sanidopoulos.

aint Peter illustriously occupied the throne of Alexandria

for twelve years, and, as Eusebius says, was a divine ex-
ample of a bishop on account of the excellence of bis life and his
study of the Sacred Scriptures. He excommunicated Arius for
his sympathy with the Meletian schism. Melitius, Bishop of
Lycopolos, rejected the idea that the lapsed could return to
the Church and thus created a schismatic
group.

When Arius learned that Saint Peter
had been imprisoned, he sent many &
priests and deacons to him, asking that
he receive him back into the communion |
of the Church before his martyrdom (he
did this in the hope of becoming Bishop
of Alexandria). When the ambassadors of |
Arius, among whom were Achilles and §
Alexander the presbyters—who had not,
like Saint Peter, perceived the ruin he
would engender—were astonished at the §
assertiveness and intensity with which @
Saint Peter refused to receive Arius again,
he revealed to them a dread vision he
had seen.

In the vision the Master Christ had
appeared to him as an adolescent of 12
years of age wearing a white garment
torn from head to foot which He held
with His hands to His breast to cover His
nakedness. When Saint Peter asked the
Lord who rent His garment, the Lord answered that it was
Arius, and that he must not be received back into communion
because he rent and tore asunder His people in the Church.
The Lord also told Peter to bless Achilles as his successor and
Alexander as Achilles’ successor so as to prevent Arius from
coming to the episcopal throne of Alexandria. Eventually, the
motif of the torn garment became a metaphor for schisms and
for the Arian misinterpretation of the Trinity (see the Vespers
for the Feast of the Fathers of Nicaea in the Pentekostarion).

The holy hieromartyr Peter was beheaded during the reign
of Maximinus in the year 312; he is called the Seal of the
Martyrs because he was the last Bishop of Alexandria to suf-
fer martyrdom under the pagan Emperors. His successors to
the throne of Alexandria, Saints Alexander and Athanasius
the Great, brought to final victory the battle against Arius’
heresy and Meletius’ schism, battles which Saint Peter had
begun.

e

St. Peter of Alexandria
(Feast Day - November 24)
[fresco from Dionysiou Monastery
on Holy Mountain]

Liturgical Connotation of the Vision

The earliest surviving depiction of the vision of St. Peter of
Alexandria is in the famed Menologion of Basil II (c. 1000)
accompanying the commemoration of St. Peter of Alexandria
on the 24 of November.

But in the 11t century, the account took on a liturgical con-
notation, at a time when there was an increase in the number
and expansion of liturgical thematic scenes in general.

An image of the Vision appears in an 11! century liturgical
roll (Jerusalem, Stavrou 109) where it forms the initial letter
of the priestly prayer recited just before the “Our Father”
which refers to receiving the Eucharist in a proper man-
ner (i.e., unlike Arius, but like Bishop
Peter, faithful even unto death). Peter
is presented as a liturgical bishop and
the young Christ appears on an altar as
the real presence of the Eucharist. Both
allude to the theme of Sacrifice and Of-
¢ fering—the purifying sacrifice of mar-
i tyrdom and the sacrifice of Christ—
I8 themes echoed in the Cherubic Hymn
I (of offering and being offered). The
| image of the young Christ at this time
| parallels similar contemporary depic-
tions of the young Christ in the scenes
¢ of the Melismos that were often placed
{ in sanctuaries from this point onward.
i The fracturing (melismos) of the Eu-
@ charist at the time of receiving was
| also likened to the fractured garment
of Christ in the image.

A Few Fresco Examples
of the Vision

1. Church of the Savior, Nereditsa,
Novgorod (end of 12th cent.), on north
wall of prothesis.

2. Church of St. Clement of Ochrid (1295), in the prothesis.

3. Church of the Virgin Olympiotissa, Thessaly (1295/96),
in the diakonikon. The image in Holy Cross Chapel at Holy
Cross School of Theology is modelled on this image and also
placed in the diakonikon.

4. Church of the Virgin, Gracanica, Serbia (1321), in the
diakonikon.

5. Chilandari, Mount Athos (14% cent.), in the diakonikon.

6. Church of St. Nicholas of Tzotza, Kastoria (14 cent.),
north wall of prothesis area.

7. Church of the Holy Cross, Cyprus (15t cent.), north
wall of prothesis.

8. Holy Trinity, Manasija, Serbia (15 cent.), in the prothesis.

9. Great Lavra, Mount Athos (1535), north wall of prothesis.

10. Dionysiou, Mount Athos (16t cent.), on north wall of
prothesis.
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WESTERN RATIONALISM AND
EASTERN ORTHODOXY

By Elder Paisios the Athonite, from “With Pain and Love for
Contemporary Man.”

nfortunately, western rationalism

has had its influence on certain
Eastern Orthodox leaders, who are mem-
bers of the Eastern Orthodox Church,
but only in body. In spirit, they really
belong to the West, which they consider
to “reign” over the secular world. But if
they were to view the West spiritually, to
see it in the light of the East, in the light
of Christ, then, they would be able to
discern its spiritual twilight. For the light of the intelligible
Sun, the light of Christ Himself is disappearing from the
West and a deep darkness is slowly setting in.

All these gatherings and conferences are the work of the evil
one; the leaders are engaging in endless discussions on issues
that need no discussion, issues that even the Holy Fathers
never addressed in the past. All these are meant to confuse
and scandalize the faithful and drive some of them to heresies
and others to schisms, so that he can gain more ground. Ah!
The misery and confusion they bring to people!

When holy Martyrs did not know how to explain the doc-
trines of the Church, they would often say, What I believe is
what the Holy Fathers have taught. That was enough to lead
them to martyrdom. You see, they could not defend their
faith with arguments and persuade those that persecuted
them, but they trusted the Holy Fathers. A martyr would
reason to himself, How can I not trust the Holy Fathers? They
were far more experienced and virtuous and holy than we are.
How can I accept this nonsense and not protest when people
insult the Holy Fathers?

We must trust Holy Tradition. The problem today is that
so many embrace European courtesy and try to appear nice.
They want to be viewed as open-minded and tolerant and
end up bowing to the two-horned devil. “We don’t need
many religions,” they say, “one, universal religion will do.”
This way they want to level everything.

Some of my visitors actually think this way. “Those of us
who believe in Christ should form one religion,” they once
told me. “What you are suggesting,” I replied, “is that we
take eighteen carat gold that has been purified and sepa-
rated from copper and mix it with copper again. Does this
make any sense? Ask a jeweler, ‘Does it make sense to mix
base metals with gold?” So many have struggled to keep our
Orthodox dogma pure and make it shine.”

The Holy Fathers were right to forbid relations with her-
etics. But today people don’t see that, “We should pray
together with the heretic, the Buddhist, the fire-worship-

per, even the demon-worshipper,” they say. “The Orthodox
should participate in joint conferences and prayer sessions.
It’s important that we are present.” What kind of presence
are they talking about? They try to approach everything with
logic and end up justifying the unjustifiable. If we follow
the European spirit, we'll end up putting spiritual matters
under a Common Market...

A few among the Orthodox, who are rather superficial
individuals, seeking self-promotion in a “self-appointed
mission,” organize conferences with the heterodox to create
a stir. They are supposedly promoting Orthodoxy, but all
they do is bring in the heterodox and make a “mixed salad.”
This gets the super-zealots angry and they go to the other
extreme; they blaspheme against the Mysteries of the New
Calendar Orthodox, and so on and thoroughly scandalize
souls who are full of devotion and Orthodox sensitivity. The
heterodox on the other hand, come to these conferences,
behave as if we all have to learn from them, and then take
whatever good spiritual material they find in Orthodoxy,
process it in their lab, add their own color and label and
present it as an original idea. And there are all kinds of
strange people who are moved by such ventures, and end
up spiritually damaged.

The time will come, however, when the Lord will bring
forth great figures like Saint Mark the Evgenikos and Saint
Gregory Palamas. They will gather together all our scandal-
ized brothers and sisters, to confess the Orthodox faith and

secure the Orthodox Tradition, bringing great joy to the
Mother Church.

The truly rich are not those who keep their riches to them-
selves but those who give to others. Happiness comes not
from possessing wealth but from giving it away. Whatever is
generously given away becomes a fruit of the soul. It therefore
becomes the soul’s wealth.

Saint Clement of Alexandria

We ask those of our readers who wish to receive
our publication via e-mail (in the form of a pdffile,
of approximately 1.5-2.5 Mb size) to let us know.

It allows us to make available printed issues of
“Orthodox Heritage” to more of our fellow Orthodox
who are unable to financially support our effort.

Please be advised that, in the event of a move, it is
necessary to provide us with your new address at
your earliest convenience. The Post Office does not
forward our bulk mail nor do they send it back to
us. Our issues are simply lost!
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RELIGIOUS HOMILIES & BOOKS OFFERED BY THE ST. POIMEN BROTHERHOOD
# Type & | Author / Publi- Description Price | Order | Sub-
Format cist / Homilist (USs) # Total
In ENGLISH
CrotA [ CD-mp3 | C. Zalalas 1 CDs, The Life of Tobit (Fr. Athanasios Mitilinaios — 20 homilies) FREE -
D1o2A | DVD-mp3 | C. Zalalas 1 DVD, The Book of Revelation (Fr. Athanasios Mitilinaios — the first 48 | FREE -
of his 102 homilies on the vision of St. John the Theologian)
C201A [ CD-mp3 |Fr. Demetrios | A series of homilies on (1) The Mystery of Marriage, (2) The Long- FREE -
Carellas Suffering Job, (3) Our Panagia, and (4) Our Holy Orthodoxy
Bror Book St. Poimen Bro. | Annual volumes of “Orthodox Heritage,” spiral-bound, 2003 to 2010. | 19¢a
A-D Please SPECIFY year(s):
Bio2 Book K. Yiannitsiotis | With Elder Porfyrios (415 pages) 25
Bio3 Book K. Ioannidis Elder Porfyrios (367 pages) 18
Brog Book Fr. Agapios The Divine Flame of Elder Porfyrios 10
B2o2 Book Panaghia Mon. | Elder Anthimos Vayianos (+1960) -- (190 pages) 10
B203 Book Monk Moses Blessed Elder George Karslides (+1959) -- (150 pages) 10
B2o4 Book Orth. Kypseli “St. Parthenios of Chios” 105 pgs -- small booklet format 6
B2os Book Orth. Kypseli Life - Miracles - Prophecies of St. Seraphim of Viritsa (150 pages) 10
B206 Book Orth. Kypseli Counsels for Life by Fr. Epiphanios (222 pages) 15
B2o7 Book Orth. Kypseli Fr. Philotheos Zervakos: Autobiography, Homilies & Miracles (236 pages) 15
B208 Book Orth. Kypseli Papa-Dimitri Gagastathis, the Man of God (132 pages) 10
In GREEK
010A-G [ DVD-mps3 | IIp. ABavéociog [ 7 DVDs, 1.650 opihieg (0An 1 ceipd OpiMdv tod matpog Abavasciov tod —
Moutiinvaiog Motiinvaiov, £l TOAA®Y Kol Slopdpmv Bepdtov) -- 1) Gelpa a0 T vt Evog
TVELULOTIKOG ONoawpog yia kabe EAAnvopBado&o Xpiotiovod
020A-C | DVD-mp3 [ [Tavayomovkog | 3 DVDs, 617 ouihisg, Holkd kai Atdgopa Oéuato FREE —
030A CD-mp3 | Adgopor Aldpopeg opthieg amo 10 dtopBddo&o Beoroyikd cuvvédpio pe Bépa | FREE -
«OIKOYMENIZEMOZX: I'éveon, [1pocdoxieg, Atayedoeigy
031A-B [ CD-mp3 | Atdpopot AGpopeg Ophieg amd T 800 Aopbodo&a Zvvédpia: «I'épovtag Toone 0 | FREE —
‘Hovyaotg, Ayov'Opog — Ouhokaiikn éumetpion, 2004 &2005
040A-C [ DVD-mp3 | Mntp. Aguecod | 3 DVDs, 685 opurieg Mntp. Agpecod Abavasiov, Awdgopa Oéuato FREE —
Abavaciog
B-001 Book Tovvitoivtng | Kovta otov I'épovra Iopeopro (495 cerideq) 25
B-002 | Book Toavviong ‘O ['épov Hopedplog (310 cerideg) 18
B-003 Book IIp. Aydmiog ‘H @gikn ®Ldyo. (ITod Avae 6 T'épovtag [Topevpiog, 110 oel.) 10
GRAND TOTAL===>

-- 'The above prices include all applicable S&H costs to the US only --

T 1 1
1o all who order our FREE CDs / DVDs

If you are able o financially support our humble efforts in spreading the Word of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, in whatever sum you
deem appropriate, we assure you that your contributions will be dedicated exclusively for this purpose by our non-profit organization.t

TP

Eav 0vvacbe va COVOPGUETE OTIS TATEIVES LLAS TPOOTEOELES yid TIjv EXEKTac) 10D Adyov 10D Kvpiov kel Zwtijpog judv Tncod Xpioro,
Elg OMOLOONTOTE TOOOV, OGS KOIVOTOIODUE O,TL Ol IPOOPOPES 0OG APIEPOVOVIAL ATOKAEIOTIKAS KAl OPIAOKEPODS TPOG AVTOV TOV CKOTO.

Credit Card holders may order through the Internet, using PayPal —T plz,as: see our website (http://www.OrthodoxHeritage.org) for details.
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THE POST-NATIVITY VIRGINITY OF beforebirth, Salome did not believe it, but rather she stretched
THE THEOTOKOS out her hand to the body of the Most-holy Virgin to examine it,

after the custom of a midwife, and to find out if this was indeed
By St. Nikolai Velimirovich. so. And because of her unbelief and insolence, a punishment
befell her: her hand was seized and withered.

he Holy Mother conceived the Lord Jesus on a Friday, = The aged woman was greatly frightened by the miracle and

just as His passion was on a Friday, and she gave birth lamented over her withered hand. However, when she touched
to Him on the first day of the week. the Divine Child later, her hand was
On the first day of the week God said, restored to health like it was before.
“Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3); on Thus, Salome believed in the virginity
the first day of the week, manna fell of the Most-pure Virgin Mary and in

from heaven; on this day the Lord and
Savior was born; and on this day He
was baptized in the Jordan.

At that time, there lived in Bethle-
hem the aged Salome, a kinswoman
of Joseph and Mary. She was unable
to receive her kinfolk at her house but
visited them in the shepherd’s cave.
When the Most-holy Virgin immacu-
lately gave birth to the Lord and Sav-
ior, Salome came to visit her. She was
amazed that such a young girl could

the Divinity of Christ.

Thus after forty days, when accord-
ing to custom the Most-pure Virgin
came with the young Child to the
Temple in Jerusalem, Zacharias the
high priest placed her in the area
reserved for virgins. The Pharisees
and priests were disturbed by this
and wanted to remove her to the
place reserved for married women,
but the discerning Zacharias did not
allow this, claiming, that she was a

give birth without the aid of a midwife, swaddle the Child virgin even though she had given birth. Because of this,
herself, and beside all of that still be on her feet. the Jewish elders hated Zacharias and sought from Herod

When it was explained to Salome that this birth was of God that he be killed. Immediately after she left the Temple, the
and not man, that it was immaculate and without pain, and Theotokos and Joseph left from Jerusalem to Nazareth and
that the Virgin Mother remained a Virgin after birth as she was  then to Egypt.



