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PAPISM AS THE OLDEST

PROTESTANTISM
By St. Justin Popovich.

What are, on the other hand, the fruits
of the God-Man society [the Church]—
Saints, Martyrs, and Confessors. That is
its goal, that is its meaning and design,
that is the proof of its indestructible
strength. Not books and libraries, sys-
tems and cities—all things that are here
today and gone tomorrow. The various
pseudo-Christian humanisms fill the
world with books, while Orthodoxy fills
it with the hallowed.
T 1 T

n the European West, Christianity

has gradually transformed into hu-
manism. For a long time and arduous-
ly, the God-Man diminished, and has
been changed, narrowed, and finally
reduced to a man: to the infallible man
in Rome and the equally “infallible”
man in London and Berlin. Thus did
Papism come into being, taking every-
thing from Christ, along with Prot-
estantism, which asks the least from
Christ, and often nothing.

Both in Papism and in Protestantism,
man has been put in the place of the
God-Man, both as the highest value and
as the highest criterion. A painful and
sad correction of the God-Man’s work
and teaching has been accomplished.
Steadily and stubbornly Papism has
tried to substitute the God-Man with
man, until in the dogma about the infal-
libility of the pope—a man, the God-
Man was once and for all replaced with
ephemeral, “infallible” man; because
with this dogma, the pope was deci-
sively and clearly declared as something
higher than not only man, but the holy
Apostles, the holy Fathers, and the holy
Ecumenical councils.

With this kind of a departure from the
God-Man, from the ecumenical Church

as the God-Man organism, Papism sur-
passed Luther, the founder of Protes-
tantism. Thus, the first radical protest
in the name of humanism against the
God-Man Christ, and his God-Man
organism—the Church—should be
looked for in Papism, not in Lutheran-
ism. Papism is actually the first and the
oldest Protestantism.

We should not do this ourselves. Pa-
pism indeed is the most radical Protes-
tantism, because it has transferred the
foundation of Christianity from the
eternal God-Man to ephemeral (lasting
for a very short time, Ed.) man. And it
has proclaimed this as the paramount
dogma, which means: the paramount
value, the paramount measure of all be-
ings and things in the world. And the
Protestants merely accepted this dogma
in its essence, and worked it out in ter-
rifying magnitude and detail.

Essentially, Protestantism is nothing
other than a generally applied Papism.
For in Protestantism, the fundamental
principle of Papism is brought to life by
each man individually. After the example
of the infallible man in Rome, each Prot-
estant is a cloned infallible man, because
he pretends to personal infallibility in
matters of faith. It can be said: Prot-
estantism is a vulgarized Papism, only
stripped of mystery (i.e., sacramentality),
authority and power.

Through the reduction of Christian-
ity, with all its eternal God-Man quali-
ties, to man, Western Christianity has
been turned into humanism. This may
seem paradoxical, but it is true in its
irresistible and unerasable historical re-
ality. Because Western Christianity is,
in its essence, the most decisive human-
ism; and because it has proclaimed man
as infallible, and has turned the God-
Man religion into a humanist religion.
And that this is so is shown by the fact
that the God-Man has been driven to
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the heavens, while his place on earth has been filled with
his replacement, Vicarius Christi—the pope.

What a tragic piece of illogic: to establish a replacement for
the everywhere-present God and the Lord Christ! But this
piece of illogic has been incarnated in Western Christian-
ity: the Church has been transformed into a state, the pope
has become a ruler, bishops have been proclaimed princes,
priests have become leaders of clerical parties, the faithful
have been proclaimed papal subjects. The Gospel has been
replaced with the Vatican’s compilation of canon law; Evan-
gelical ethic and methods of love have been replaced with
casuistry, Jesuitry and the “holy” Inquisition. What does all
this mean? With the systematic removal and destruction of
everything that does not bow to the pope, even with forced
conversions to the papal faith, and the burning of sinners
for the glory of the meek and the mild Lord Jesus!

There is no doubt that all these facts converge into one ir-
resistibly logical conclusion: in the West there is no Church
and no God-Man, which is why there is no true God-Man
society in which men are mortal brothers and immortal fel-
lows. Humanistic Christianity is actually the most decisive
protest and uprising against the God-Man Christ and all the
Evangelical, God-Man values and norms. And even here is
evident European man’s favored tendency, to reduce every-
thing to man as the fundamental value and the fundamental
measure. And behind that stands one idol: Menschliches
Allzumenschliches* (Human, All Too Human, Ed.).

With the reduction of Christianity to humanism, Chris-
tianity has been no doubt simplified, but also at the same
time—destroyed! Now that the gleischaltung of Christianity
with humanism has been accomplished, some in Europe are

seeking a return to the God-Man Christ. [gleischaltung is the

act, process, or policy of achieving rigid and total coordina-
tion and uniformity (as in politics, culture, communication)
by forcibly repressing or eliminating independence and
freedom of thought, action, or expression: forced reduction
to a common level: forced standardization or assimilation,
Ed.]. However, the cries of individuals in the Protestant
world—“Zuruck zum Jesus! Back to Jesus!”—are empty cries
in the dark night of humanistic Christianity, which has
abandoned the values and the measures of God-Man and is
now suffocating in desperation and impotence. While from
the depths of centuries past reverberate the bitter words of
the melancholic prophet of God, Jeremiah: Accursed is the
man who puts his confidence in man!...

In a broader historical perspective, the Western dogma
about man’s infallibility is nothing other than an attempt
to revive and immortalize dying humanism. It is the last
transformation and final glorification of humanism. After
the rationalistic Enlightenment of the 18" century and the
shortsighted positivism of the 19" century, nothing else
was left to European humanism than to fall apart in its
own impotence and contradictions. But in that tragic mo-
ment, religious humanism came to its aid with its dogma
about the infallibility of man saved European humanism
from imminent death. And, although dogmatized, Western
Christian humanism could not help absorbing all the fatal
contradictions of European humanism, which are united in
one single desire: to exile God-Man from the earth. Because
the most important thing for humanism is for man to
be the highest value and the highest measure. Man, not
God-Man.

According to our own Orthodox feeling: Christianity is
only Christianity through the God-Man, through His God-



Vol. 17, Issue 09-10

Page 3

Orthodox Heritage

Man ideology and God-Man methods. That is the funda-
mental truth for the sake of which no compromises can be
made. Only as the God-Man is Christ the highest value and
the highest measure. One should be truthful and consistent
to the end: if Christ is not the God-Man, then he is the most
impudent fraud, because he proclaimed himself as God and
the Lord. But the Evangelical historical reality irrefutably
shows and proves that Jesus Christ is in everything and in
all things the perfect God-Man. Therefore, one cannot be
a Christian without a belief in Christ as God-Man and in
the Church as His God-Man Body, in which He left His
entire Miraculous Person. The saving and life-giving power
of Christ’s Church lays in the eternally-living and all-present
personality of the God-Man. Any substitution of the God-
Man with a man, and any winnowing of Christianity in
order to pick out only that which pleases a man’s individual
preference and reason, turns Christianity into shallow and
impotent humanism.

The outstanding importance of Christianity lies in its

life-giving and unchangeable God-Manhood, by which

it models humanity as a
whole, bringing it from
the darkness of non-being
to the light of Pan-being.
Only by its God-Man pow-
er is Christianity the salt of
the earth, the salt that saves
man from rotting in sin and
evil. If it dissolves into vari-
ous humanisms, Christian-
ity becomes bland, becomes
salt that has turned flat, use-
less, fit to be tossed out and trod on.

Any tendency or attempt at a gleischaltung of Christianity
with the spirit of the times, with ephemeral movements
and regimes of certain historical periods, takes away from
Christianity that specific worth which makes it the singular
God-Man religion in the world. In the Orthodox philosophy
of society, the rule above all rules is this: do not accom-
modate the God-Man Christ to the spirit of the times, but
rather accommodate the spirit of the times to the spirit
of Christ’s eternity—Christ’s God-Manhood. Only in this
way can the Church preserve the life-giving and irreplaceable
personality of the God-Man Christ and remain a God-Man
society; in such a God-Man society, people fraternize and
live with the help of Divine love and justice, prayer and
fasting, meekness and humbleness, goodness and wisdom,
charity and faith, love of God and love of one’s brother, and
all the other Evangelical virtues.

According to the God-Man philosophy of life and the
world, man, society, nation, and state are to accommo-
date themselves to the Church as the eternal ideal, but the

Church must never accommodate itself to them—much less
submit to them. A nation has true worth only inasmuch as
it lives the Evangelical virtues and incarnates in its history
the God-Man values. What applies to the nation, applies
to the state as well. The goal of the nation as a whole is the
same as the goal of the individual: to incarnate in one’s self
Evangelical justice, love, sanctity; to become a holy people—
God’s people—which in its history proclaims the Divine
values and virtues (1 Pet 2:9-10; 1:15-16).
T

hey will ask us: where are the concrete fruits of this

God-Man society? How was it that precisely on the
field of Orthodoxy’s radiation came about the appearance
of “the most radical secularism in human history?” (Josef
Pieper— a German Catholic philosopher whose views are
rooted primarily in the Scholasticism of Thomas Aquinas
and in the teachings of Plato, Ed.) Does there not also exist
an Eastern “Humanism” (e.g., Caesaro-Papism, etc.)? Thus,
the enemies of Orthodoxy ask: The success of atheistic social
humamsm on the soil of Orthodoxy: is that not proof of
the “inability of Orthodoxy”
to solve the most elementary
social problems?

It is a fact that this world
lies in evil and sin. The re-
duction of everything to
man is in fact the atmo-
sphere in which sinful hu-
man nature and man in
general—no matter where
he is located—Ilives and
; breathes, and something
toward which they strive. It is, therefore, no wonder that
the tides of this sinfulness, just like the tides of European
pseudo-Christian poisons, from time to time wash over the
Orthodox peoples as well. However, one thing is irrefut-
ably true: the Orthodox Church has never ecclesiologically
dogmatized any sort of humanism, whether we are talking
about Caesaro-Papism or any other “ism.”

The Holy Orthodox Church, with the strength of its genuine
and uncorrupted God-Manhood and Evangelical truthful-
ness, and through its constant call for repentance regarding
everything that is not from God-Man, it has preserved, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, the wisdom and the chastity of its
heart and its soul. And by this it has remained and continues
to be the “salt” of the earth, man and society.

On the other hand, the tragedy of Western Christianity lies
precisely in the fact that it, either by correcting the image of
the God-Man, or by denying it, has attempted to once again
introduce demonized humanism, so characteristic of sinful
human nature, to—where? Into the heart of the God-Man
organism itself—the Church, whose essence lies precisely
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in the freeing of man from it. And through it into all regions
of life, person and society, proclaiming it as the supreme
dogma, as the universal dogma. With this, the demonized
intellectual pridefulness of man, hidden under the cloak of
the Church, becomes the dogma of a faith without which
there is no salvation! It is horrible to think it, much less say
it: with this, the sole “workshop of salvation” and graduation
to God-Manhood in this world, is gradually turned into a
demonized “workshop” of violence over consciousness and
dehumanization! A workshop of the disfigurement of God
and man through the disfigurement of the God-Man!

The Orthodox Church has proclaimed no poison, no sin,
no humanism, no earthly social system as dogma—neither
through Councils, nor through the “Body” of the Ecumeni-
cal Church. While the west, alas, does nothing but that. The
latest proof: the Second Vatican Council.

The Orthodox Faith: in it, repentance is a necessary holy
virtue; and it always calls for repentance. In the West: the
pseudo-Christian faith in man does not call for repentance;
on the contrary, it “clerically” obligates a maintaining of its
fatal-to-man homo-idolization, its pseudo-Christian human-
isms, infallibilities, heresies, and it pridefully considers that in
no case are these things for which one should repent.

Contemporary atheistic social humanism—ideologically
and methodologically—is in everything a fruit and an inven-
tion of pseudo-Christian Europe, wed with our own sinful-
ness. They ask us: how did it arrive on the soil of Orthodoxy?
It is God trying the endurance of the righteous, visiting the
children for the sins of their fathers, and announcing the
strength of His Church by taking it through fire and water.
Because, according to the words of the wise-in-God Macarius
of Egypt, that is the only path of true Christianity: Wherever
the Holy Spirit is, there follows, like a shadow, persecution and
battle... It is necessary that the truth be persecuted.

What are, on the other hand, the fruits of the God-Man so-
ciety?—Saints, Martyrs, and Confessors. That is its goal, that
is its meaning and design, that is the proof of its indestructible
strength. Not books and libraries, systems and cities—all
things that are here today and gone tomorrow. The vari-
ous pseudo-Christian humanisms fill the world with books,
while Orthodoxy fills it with the hallowed. Thousands and
hundreds of thousands, even millions of martyrs and newly
martyred, fallen for the Orthodox faith—there is the fruit of
God-Man society. Thus does the famous Francois Mauriac, a
Roman Catholic, on the dark horizon of the contemporary
world, with each day more and more pushed into the darkness
of born-in-Europe, soul-losing homo-idolatry, see only one
bright spot, that gives hope for the future of this world: the
bathed in the blood of the martyred and newly-martyred
faith. The Orthodox faith.

But in the West? They neither know the Church, nor the
path, nor the way out of the hopelessness; all is sunk in

soul-losing idolatry, in love of pleasure, love of self, and
love of lust. Hence in Europe we see the renaissance of
polytheism. The “False Christs,” false gods that have flooded
Europe and are exported from it to all the marketplaces of
the world, have for their main assignment the killing of the
soul in man—that unique treasure of man in all the worlds,
and in that way make impossible the very possibility of a
genuine society.

In writing this, we are not writing the history of Europe,
its virtues and faults, nor the history of the European pseu-
do-churches. We are merely laying out the entelechy of its
ontology (the realization of potential of its ontology, Ed.),
descending into the path and essence of European intellectual
pridefulness, into its demonic underground, where its black
sources are, whose water threatens to poison the world. This
is not a judgment of Europe but a heartfelt prayerful call to
the solitary path of salvation, through repentance.

T T

[*]: Menschliches Allzumenschliches, “Human, All Too Hu-
man: A Book for Free Spirits,” (German: Menschliches, Al-
lzumenschliches: Ein Buch fiir freie Geister) is a book by 19™
century philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche, originally pub-
lished in 1878. Nietzsche sets out his unsettling views in a
series of 638 aphorisms—assessing subjects ranging from
art to arrogance, boredom to passion, science to vanity
and women to youth. This work also contains the seeds
of concepts crucial to Nietzsche’s later philosophy, such as
the will to power and the “need to transcend conventional
Christian morality.” Nietzsche thus sets the modern pathway
to western atheism and stands in direct contrast to any and
all Orthodox Christian values, principles and dogma.

NN N w\\\\\g
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Let everyone find out then where he is: how many mile-
stones he has passed on the road. We ought not only to
examine ourselves every day but also over a period of time,
every month, and every week. “The first week I was a prey to
such and such a fault—how do I stand now?” Similarly over
a period of time: “Last year I was overcome so many times
by such and such a fault—how about now?”

And likewise we ought to examine for ourselves each of
our faults—whether we have made a little progress or are in
the same condition, or have become worse. For so long as
we have not uprooted our evil tendencies, may God give us
the strength not to give them free reign but to hold them in
check. For it is a very grave thing to let loose our passions
and not to check them.

St. Dorotheos of Gaza
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THE GOSPEL ON MANY CARES AND
SUDDEN DEATH [Lk 12:16-21]

A homily by St. Nikolai Velimirovic, bishop of Ochrid, from
“Homilies, vol. Two,” pp. 269-276.

Jesus spake a parable unto them, saying: “The ground of a cer-
tain rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought within
himself, saying: What shall I do, because I have no room where
to bestow my fruits?’ And he said: “This will I do: I will pull
down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all
my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul: Soul, thou
hast much goods laid up for many years: lake thine ease: eat,
drink and be merry!” But God said unto him: “Thou fool; this
night shall thy soul be required of thee; then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided?’ So is he that layeth up
treasure for himself and is not rich towards God.”
T F 7

he Lord Jesus Christ came among men to heal their

souls from thieving tendencies, for these tendencies
are a grave sickness of the
human soul.

not interested in the things stolen but in the destruction of
a man’s soul, in dissension and hatred among men and in
the destruction of the whole human race. He does not go to
steal for the sake of stealing, but as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour. (1 Pet 5:8). That it is the
devil who arouses the soul to every evil act, and sows every
tare in the soul, is made clear by the Lord Himself (Mt 13:39).
With every act of theft that a man performs, the devil steals
a part of his soul. The soul of a habitual thief is more and
more shrunken, withered and ruined, like a lung riddled
with tuberculosis.

For a man to keep himself from this thieving tendency, he
must look on all he possesses as God’s and not as his. When
he makes use of his possessions, he must reckon that he is us-
ing what is God’s, not his. Eating bread at his table, he must
render thanks to God, for the bread is not his but God’s.
For a man to be healed of the sickness of stealing, he must
look on others’” possessions as God’s, and must know that
when he steals from men he steals from God. Is it possible to
steal from Him whose eye
is ever open? For a man to

Does a son steal from his
father? No; but a servant
steals from his master. At
the moment that Adam
turned his spirit of sonship
into a spirit of servant-
hood, his hand stretched
out to the forbidden fruit.
Why does a man steal what
is another’s? Is it because
he needs it? Adam had ev-
erything, and was lacking in nothing, but even so he went
to steal. Why does a man steal from a man, and a servant
from a servant? Because they had first learned to steal from
their masters. Men always first steal from God, and then
from one another. The forefather of mankind first stretched
out his hand to steal what was God’s, and then, as a result,
his descendants began to steal from one another.

Men steal from God and from men, from nature and
from themselves. A man steals not only with all his senses
but with his heart, soul and thoughts. There is, moreover,
never an act of theft in which the devil is not man’s ally. He
is the prompter and instigator of all theft; he is the leader
and initiator of all thieving thoughts. No thief is ever alone
in the world. There are always at least two who go together
to steal, and a Third sees them. Man and the devil go to
steal, and God sees them. As Eve did not steal on her own,
but in company with the devil, so no-one has ever carried
out an act of theft alone, but always in company with the
devil. The devil, though, is not just the leader and fellow-
participant in the theft, but the reporter of the theft. He is

chase away his wicked fel-
= low in thieving, the sower
y . of every evil, he must be
vigilant over his soul,
that the devil may not
sow thieving desires and
thoughts in it; and when
he finds them sown there,
he must apply himself at
once to burning them out
with the fire of prayer. Is
a man not crazy who runs after the worse when he has
known the better? Is a thief not crazy and ridiculous to visit
another’s house at night to steal bales of cotton cloth, when
he can see his friend driving up to visit him with a wagon
full of gifts of silk and velvet?

The Lord Jesus, the Lover of mankind, brought with Him
and opened to men innumerable and incomparable heavenly
gifts, and invited them to take them openly and freely, on
one condition: that they first wrest their souls away from
corruptible earthly goods. Some men obeyed Him, took His
gifts and enriched themselves; others, though, did not obey
Him, but remained with their corruptible and stolen riches.
As a warning to these latter, the Lord told the parable that
is recounted in today’s Gospel:

Jesus spake a parable unto them, saying: “The ground of a
certain rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought
within himself, saying: What shall I do, because I have no
room where to bestow my fruits?” He was not just rich; he had
such a yield from his harvest that he did not know where to
store it. Looking at his wheat-covered fields, and his orchards
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and vineyards whose branches were weighed down by fruit,
his gardens overflowing with all kinds of vegetables and
his hives full of honey, this rich man did not look towards
heaven and cry out with joy: “Glory and praise to Thee, O
most high and most merciful God! How great an abundance
Thou hast, in Thy power and wisdom, brought forth from
the black earth! Thou hast, through the sun’s rays, poured
sweetness into all the fruits of the earth! Thou hast given
every fruit a wonderful form and particular flavour! Thou
hast rewarded me a hundredfold for my small labours! Thou
hast had mercy on Thy servant, and hast poured such gifts
from Thy full hands into his lap! O my most wondrous
Lord, teach me to give joy to my brethren and neighbors
with these Thy gifts. May they, together with me, rejoice
and thankfully glorify and praise Thy holy name and Thine
inexpressible goodness.”

Does he say all this? No; instead of remembering the Giver
of all these gifts, he first worries about where to heap them
up and keep them, like a thief who finds a bag of money
in the road does not wonder where it came from or whose
it is, but first worries about how to hide it. This rich man
is in reality a thief. He cannot say that all this abundance
has come from his own efforts. A thief takes pains over his
thieving, using his skill and intelligence; he often exercises
a great deal more skill and intelligence than a plowman or
sower does. The rich man had done nothing, nor could he
do anything, about the sun, rain, winds and earth. These are
the four main elements—earth, air, fire and water—that,
by God’s will, give fruit to plants and trees. This abundant
fruit, then, is neither his nor the result of his futile efforts,
nor his by the right of possession, for he is not the owner
of the sun, the rain, the winds or the earth. This abundant
fruit is the gift of God. A man appears grotesque in the eyes
of all when he, receiving a gift from another, neither says
“Thank you” nor pays any attention to the giver, but hastens
only to hide it in a safe place. A decent beggar, on receiving
a crust of black bread, thanks the giver, but this rich man
does not spare a single thought or a single word to thank
God for such a rich harvest, nor have a single smile of joy
for such a marvel and so great a grace from God. In place
of prayer and thanksgiving, hymns to God and joyfulness
of heart, he is immediately seized on by worries about how
to gather such gifts and bestow them in such a way that not
a single grain may remain for the birds of the air or a single
apple fall into the hands of his poor neighbors.

And he said: “This will I do: I will pull down my barns,
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and
my goods.” See here the great labours of a man without
understanding! Instead of striving to kill the old man in
himself and raise up the new man, he invests all his efforts
in the pulling down of his old granaries, barns and farms
and building new ones. If his harvest is as abundant the

following year, he will again have to labour to extend his
old granaries or build yet more. And so his granaries will,
from year to year, become larger and newer, and his soul
will become narrower and older, and his old grain will rot
away like his soul. He will be surrounded by envy, and
curses will be heaped on him, for poor men will look with
envy on his riches, and the hungry will curse him for his
hardness and selfishness. And so his wealth will bring ruin
to him and to his neighbors. His soul will be destroyed by
hard-heartedness and selfishness, and those of his neighbors
by envy and cursing. See how a man without understanding
can use God’s gift to both his own and others’ ruin. God
gave him his riches to be blessing and salvation both to him
and his neighbors, but he made use of them to bring a curse
on himself and others.

Saint John Chrysostom advises all who are open to ad-
vice: “Have you eaten your fill? Remember the hungry.
Have you quenched your thirst? Remember the thirsty. Are
you warm enough? Remember the frozen. Do you live in
a richly-furnished house? Bring the homeless into it. Have
you made merry at a party? Bring merriment to the sad and
sorrowful. Have you been honoured as a rich man? Visit
and relieve those in need. Have you come out joyful from
your master? Make sure all your servants are joyful. If you
are merciful and indulgent towards them, you will yourself
be shown mercy when your soul leaves your body.”

It is said of two great ascetics in the Egyptian desert that
they prayed to God to reveal to them whether there was
anyone in the world who served Him better than they did.
And this was indeed revealed to them: they were told to go
to a certain place and to a certain man to find out what they
wanted to know. They came to the place revealed to them,
and found a simple man, Eucharistos by name, who kept
cattle. The ascetics, seeing nothing remarkable about this
man, asked him how he tried to fulfil God’s will. After long
hesitation, Eucharistos told them that he divided all that he
earned from his cattle into three parts: he gave one to the
poor and needy, one he used for entertaining guests and the
third he kept for himself and his chaste wife. Hearing this,
the ascetics praised his benevolence and returned home. See
how much greater and more pleasing to God charity is than
strict asceticism. But this greedy rich man described in the
Gospel had no thought for God, his soul or charity. His one
thought was how to extend his barns and how to gather all
the fruits from his lands. What, though, will he do when
he has done all this? Let him tell us himself:

And I will say to my soul: Soul, thou hast much goods laid
up for many years: lake thine ease: eat, drink and be merry!””
How can the soul eat and drink? The body eats and drinks
the harvest of the lands, not the soul. The rich man is think-
ing of his body when he speaks of his soul. His soul has so
completely grown into his body and become one with it that
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he no longer knows it by its name. No clearer expression
could be found for the destructive triumph of the body over
the soul. Imagine a lamb in a dog’s den, trapped and forgot-
ten in this den. The dog hurries around and drags food into
the den for itself. When it has filled its den with meat, offal
and bones from a variety of carrion, it calls to the hungry
lamb: “Now, my dear lamb, eat, drink and be merry; here’s
food for many days!” Having said this, the dog will fall to,
but the lamb will remain hungry and die of hunger. This
rich man behaves in the same way with his soul as the dog
does with the hungry lamb.

The soul is not fed with food that decays, but he offers it
such food. The soul yearns for its heavenly homeland, where
its granaries and the source of its life are to be found, but
he nails it to the earth and vows it that he will keep it thus
nailed down for many years. The soul rejoices in God, but
he never has God’s name on his lips. The soul is nourished
by justice and mercy, but it does not occur to him to use
his riches to bring justice and mercy to the needy, the poor
and the deformed around his house. The soul desires pure,
heavenly love, but he pours oil on the flames of the passions,
and censes the soul with the filthy smoke that they produce.
The soul seeks its adornment: love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meckness, temperance (Gal 5:22-23);
he, though, decks it with drunkenness, gluttony, adultery
and vanity. How can a vegetarian lamb not die in the com-
pany of a carnivorous dog? How can the soul not die when
pressed down by the heavy cadaver of the body?

Not all the rich man’s folly, though, consists in his offer-
ing meat to a lamb or, rather, bodily food to the soul, but
also in his making himself the lord of time and of life. We
see that be prepares himself food and drink for many years.
Hear, then, God’s reply:

“But God said unto him: “Thou fool; this night shall thy soul
be required of thee; then whose shall those things be, which
thou hast provided?”” Thus spoke the Lord of life and of the
world, the Commander of time and death, in whose hand is
the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind.
(Job 12:10). You foolish man, why do you not think with
your mind instead of with your belly? As it was not in your
power to determine the day of your birth, neither have you
control over the day of your death. The Lord lit the candles
of your earthly life when it seemed good to Him, and He
will extinguish them when He so determines. As your riches
could not hasten the hour of your coming into the world, so
they cannot delay the hour of your leaving it. Do dawn and
dusk depend on you? Does the wind’s blowing and dying
down depend on you? To the same degree does the span of
your earthly life depend on you. And also your granaries and
cellars, and your sheepfolds and enclosures. All this belongs
to God, as your soul does. Every day and every hour, God
can take what is His from you and give it to others.

All is His during your lifetime, and it will still be His
after your death. Your life and your death are in His hands.
Why, then, do you speak of many years to come? Your life is
counted to the minute, O man, and your last minute could
tick away this very day. Do not, therefore, take thought for
the morrow: what you will eat or drink, or what you wear;
but take thought, far more thought, for the soul with which
you come before God, your Creator and Lord. Take more
thought for the Kingdom of God, for this is the food of
your soul (Mt 6:31-3).

The Lord ended this parable with the words: So is be thar
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich towards God.
How shall it be for him? He shall suddenly be parted from
his riches, and his soul from his body. His riches will be
given to others, his body to the earth and his soul to a place
blacker than the earth, where there is wailing and gnashing
of teeth. No single good work will be there to welcome him
into the heavenly Kingdom that his soul might find a place
there. His name will not be found written in the Book of
Life, and it will neither be known nor named among the
blessed! He has received his reward on earth, and God’s
heavenly riches will not be revealed to his spirit.

Oh, how terrible is sudden death! When a man thinks
himself to be firmly established on earth, it can suddenly
open and swallow him up as it swallowed up Dathan and
Abiram (Num 16:32). When a God-forgetting merrymaker
makes ready to go on as such for many years, fire descends
and devours him like Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 19:24).
When a man thinks he has well-insured himself with God
and man, he will fall dead like Ananias and Sapphira (Acts
5:5, 10).

A sinner sustains a twofold loss from a sudden death: to
himself and to his family. To himself, for he dies unrepen-
tant, and to his family, for it stuns his kinsfolk with an
unexpected blow and he leaves unfinished work behind
him. Blessed are they who experience sickness before their
deaths, enduring pain and suffering. Such a one is given the
opportunity to look back over the whole of his life, to survey
and count his sins, to repent of all the evil be has done and
all the good he has not done, to weep with repentance and
lament before God, cleansing his soul with tears, and to beg
God for forgiveness; also to forgive all who have insulted or
done evil to him during his lifetime, to bless all his friends
and enemies, to remind his children to fear God, remember
the hour of their death and enrich their souls betimes with
faith, prayer and acts of charity.

Look how those pleasing to God, the righteous, died in
the Old Testament: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Mo-
ses and David. They were all sick before their deaths, and
during their sickness the name of God did not leave their
lips. They all left good testaments to their descendants and
blessed them. This is the death of a righteous person. But
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you will say: have not many of the righteous died unpre-
pared in battle? No; the righteous never die unprepared.
They always prepare for death, and await from day to day
their parting from this life. Their hearts are constantly filled
with repentance and confession to God, and the glorifying
of His name. The righteous do this in times of peace and
prosperity; and even more in times of war, violence and
temptation. Their whole life is a constant preparation for
death, and so they never die unprepared.

To prepare oneself for death also means to enrich oneself g

in God. Only those who truly believe in God and in a life
beyond this life prepare for death, for that other life. The
unbelieving never prepare for death. They prepare for as long
a life as possible here on earth. They are afraid of thinking
about death, and make little effort to enrich themselves in
God. He who prepares for death prepares for eternal life,
and the nature of this preparation for eternal life is known
to every Christian.

A wise man confirms his faith in God every day, and guards
his heart from unbelief, doubt and malice, as a wise house-
holder guards his vineyard from destructive midges (small
flies, Ed.) and grasshoppers. A wise man exercises himself
every day in the fulfilling of God’s commandments by acts
of forgiveness, charity and love, and he is thus enriched
in God. A wise man does not keep that which is dearest
and most precious to him in granaries and corn cribs, but
confides it to God’s keeping. This most precious thing is his
soul. It is his greatest possession; the only thing that does
not decay and die. A wise man has his accounts with the
world balanced every day, and he is ready to lie down and
die with the firm faith that he will live and come before
the face of God.

Saint Anthony the Great says: “Reflect within yourself and
say: ‘I shall not remain in this world longer than today’, and
you will never sin against God.”

There is nothing more light-minded than to say: “Let me
die suddenly, so that 1 may not feel my death!” Thus speak
the foolish and godless. The wise and devout say: “May
God’s will be done!” Better to be sick for years and to have
growths and cramps from our sickness than to die unpre-
pared and unrepentant. The pains of this world quickly
pass, as do its joys. In the other world, though, there is
nothing ephemeral and transitory, but all is eternal, whether
torment or joy. It is therefore better to suffer a little here
than there, for there the measure of both pain and joy is
incomparably greater.

May God’s will be done! We pray our all-seeing God not
to send sudden death on us in the midst of our sins and
misdeeds, but to spare us as He spared King Hezekiah (Isa
38:1-5), and give us time for repentance. By His mercy, may
He give us some indication of our approaching death, that
we may hasten to do some further good and save our souls

from eternal fire; that our names may be found in the Book
of Life, and that our faces may be seen among the righteous
in the Kingdom of Christ our God. To Him be glory and
praise, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit—the
Trinity consubstantial and undivided, now and forever,
through all time and all eternity. Amen.

here have been great lights in the world who illumined
it with their miracles just as the sun does with its
beams. Some say that in a monastery (in Gaul) there was
a monk who was diligent in praying and reading with the
others according to the rules of monasteries. But secretly
and in private he offered the sacrifices of prayers to the
omnipotent God. For after he completed the schedule
of prayers in the oratory, he secretly slipped away from
the presence of the brothers and went among the thick
brambles, boxwoods, and oak trees, where he hoped that
no one but God alone would see him. There he knelt in
prayer. After he had knelt and prayed to the Lord for a
long time, he stood up from the ground, lifted his palms
and eyes to heaven, and silently recited a series of psalms.
He looked to heaven with such remorse that streams of
tears gushed from his eyes.

When one of the brothers carefully followed him and saw
what he was doing, he did not keep it from the abbot.

The abbot noted when the pious monk hurried off again to
do this and followed at a distance; kneeling on the ground,
he watched what the faithful disciple was practicing. As the
abbot watched from a distance, he saw a great miracle. For
a flame extended from the monk’s lips and gradually was
stretched to a great distance and rose above him like a rope.
Without interruption the flame gave off a bright light and
seemed to ascend all the way to heaven. And although the
flame grew and was extended into the air from his hair, it
did not harm his head.

The abbot was amazed by the sight but restrained himself
a bit longer. At the end of his prayers, the monk returned
to the monastery. The abbot followed by a different road.

A short time later he reproved the monk with many repri-
mands in order to discipline “his vain glory,” but he never
mentioned what he had seen.

Gregory of Tours
Glory of the Confessors, 37
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THE WAY OF THE CHURCH’S

HOLY FATHERS

By St. Paisios The Athonite, from “Epistles,”
“Evangelist John The Theologian,”
(2002), Pages 133-138.

Holy Monastery
Souroti, Thessaloniki, Greece

In former days, the Holy Fathers first withdrew into the
desert, becoming themselves a desert void of their passions
by struggling, without plans or programs of their own, left
in the hands of God, avoiding honors and power, even when
they arrived at measures of sanctity—unless Mother Church
had need of them. They did obedience to the will of God
and they glorified the name of God with their holy life. They
became spiritual blood donors, for they had acquired good
spiritual health in the desert, with good spiritual food and
vigilant patristic watchfulness.

In our days, however, many of us, who are unfortunately
influenced by worldly love, which can make no spiritual
pledge, supposedly venture to do good, to donate blood, but
our blood is full of spiritual bacteria and we do more harm
than good. s

If, however, we were living |
patristically, we would all ©
have spiritual health, which ;
even all the heterodox would §
envy, leaving their sick delu- BN
sions aside to be saved with-
out preaching. Now, how- & )
ever, they are not moved by
our Holy Patristic Tradition, Fa
for they want to see how we P
continue the Patristic Tradi-
tion, to see our true kinship with our saints.

Unfortunately, nowadays, words and books have multiplied
and experiences have diminished, because the worldly spirit,
which pursues all conveniences and avoids all bodily effort,
influences people. Most of us find rest in much reading but
little or no implementation. We simply marvel at the holy
athletes of our Church without realizing how much they had
labored, for we have not toiled so as to be able to understand
their toil, to love them and to struggle out of philotimo in
order to imitate them.

Those, however, who do struggle with philotimo and do not
give themselves rest, removing their ego from every one of
their actions, they help our world very positively. For, only
then are the souls in need of help given rest, and only then will
their own souls find inner rest, in this life as well as in eternity.

Those who pursue power while being overpowered by pas-
sions, who pass off their personal interests as spiritual, and
who resort to worldly authorities in order to solve their eccle-
siastical problems are left abandoned by the Grace of God. Do
not let the devil fool you with the words 7 appeal unto Caesar

because Apostle Paul was submitted to Caesar’s authority,
and since God had previously informed him that he would
preach Christ in Rome as well, he asked Caesar to transport
him to Rome (to pay his way). When someone tries to settle
ecclesiastical matters in an Orthodox way, but his goal is to
better establish himself, how can he be blessed by God?

Neither should anyone be impressed by those who settle
ecclesiastical matters exceptionally well—even “orthodoxi-
cally”—if these same people are not well situated in the life
of the Church, but rather trouble Her with imprudent exces-
siveness or frivolity.

The two extremes always weary Mother Church, as well as
those who hold to them, because the two extremes as a rule
stab one another. In other words, it is as if the one extreme is
held by a possessed man who is spiritually insolent (and feels
contempt for everything), and the other extreme is held by a
madman who is childishly zealous with narrow-mindedness.
God forbid—these two ends could strike at one another con-
tinually and a7 end o it all no one will find. Those who will be
able to bend these two extremes and make them unite, will be

pw crowned by Christ with two
imperishable crowns.
. We should neither create
| problems in the Church
nor magnify the minor hu-
man disorders that occur, so
@\ as not to create greater evil
and the wicked one rejoice.
§ He who is irritated about a
minor disorder and abruptly
rushes to ostensibly correct it
passionately and with ill tem-
per resembles the hght—headed sacristan who sees a candle
dripping and abruptly dashes to fix it, stumbling over people
and candlesticks, and thus causing an even greater disorder
during the Divine Service.

Unfortunately, in our days, there are many who weary
Mother Church. Among these, those who are educated have
grasped the dogma with their mind and not with the spirit
of the Holy Fathers. Others, who are unlearned, have grasped
the dogma with their teeth, which explains why they grate
their teeth when discussing ecclesiastical themes. Hence it is
that they cause more serious harm to the Church than the
enemies of our Orthodoxy.

There are people who justify their wickedness by examining
others and not themselves, or by publicizing predicaments
of the Church to the world—even things that should not be
said in public—using as a pretext the zell it unto the church of
the Gospel (Mt 18:17). Let them do this first for their small
church, their family, or their brotherhood; if they think this
is good, let them then disgrace Mother Church as well. Good

children, I believe, never accuse their mothers. Unfortunately,
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however, many inconsiderate people offer a wealth of live am-
munition to heretics, enabling Jehovah’s witnesses and other
heretics to seize Orthodox cities and villages and expand their
missionary work.

It is well known to discerning spiritual Fathers that this
demonic practice (namely, deriding the local church’s clergy
and the Church at large) has turned many people into Je-
hovah’s witnesses. It is also known to the whole world that
not even one Jehovah’s witness has become Orthodox in this
unorthodox way.

The Good God, on the other hand, endures us lovingly
without ridiculing anyone, even though, as the Beholder of
hearts, He knows our pitiful state well. The same thing applies
to saints who never insulted a sinful person in the presence of
others, but with love, spiritual nobility, and in a hidden way,
helped in the correction of the evil. We, notwithstanding that
we are sinners, do the opposite (like hypocrites).

Only a man possessed by a demon is justified to mock people
in the presence of others and tell them about their past (in as
much as the demon has rights, of course), in order to make
weak souls falter. The unclean spirit, naturally, does not reveal
people’s virtues, but only their weaknesses. Those who are
liberated from their passions, however, since they no longer
possess wickedness, correct the evil by their kindness. If some-
times they see a little uncleanness that is not easily cleaned,
they cover it up with a plate, in order for the others who might
see it not to be disgusted by it. Those, on the contrary, who
reinvestigate the rubbish, resemble scavengers.

An honest and straightforward person is neither he who
speaks the truth to your face, nor he who publicizes it, but
rather such a one is the person who has love, lives a true life,
and speaks with discernment, when he should, saying the
right word at the right time. Those who admonish others
without discernment are spiritually darkened and hardened
and haplessly view people as lifeless logs. And, although
they hack at them unmercifully, and the people suffer, they
rejoice over the “rectangle” they’'ve made out of their lifeless
logs (cubism!).

Those who rush to play the role of the spiritual Father,
while still being filled with many spiritual toxins, resemble
the unripe, sour quince fruit: no matter how much sugar
one adds, sufficient sweetness cannot be produced, or if it is
produced, it quickly turns sour. Sweet words and great truths
have value when they come out of truthful mouths and find
a place within good-intentioned souls and those great people
who have pure intellects. The internal purity of the beautiful
soul of the true man beautifies his external person as well, and
the divine sweetness of God’s love sweetens even his counte-
nance. The internal beauty of the soul, apart from spiritually
beautifying and sanctifying man externally, with Divine Grace
revealing him to others, also beautifies and sanctifies the ugly
clothes the graced man of God wears.

Of greater worth is the blessed man who has changed internally
and been sanctified also externally, than those who continually
change externally (their clothes) but internally maintain the old
man with his “antiquated” sins. Of greater value is one word
of a humble man, who has spiritual experience, coming with
pain from the bottom of his heart, than a whole array of learned
words from a superficial man, coming with great speed from
his learned tongue. His tongue does not enlighten souls for it
is fleshly and not that fiery tongue of Holy Pentecost.

o' Shdz s hde’s

Indivisible division is also at the very core of the mystery of
the Divine Eucharist as well. After all, what is the prayer
that the Bishop (or Presbyter) reads after the consecration
of the Precious Gifts? Don'’t they say, broken is the bread of
life, which being broken yet is not divided, being ever eaten,
never is consumed. But what does that mean? Since Christ’s
human nature also shares in the New Testament mystery of
God’s presence, Christ’s human nature is now the means by
which God is present in our midst and manifests Himself to
us. Now even His human nature is indivisibly divided among
individual creatures.

In the same way, we know from the experience of #heosis
that one simple energy of God is indivisibly divided among
individual creatures. We also know that the Incarnation is the
source for what takes place during the Divine Eucharist. After
the Lord’s Resurrection, we no longer know Christ according
to the flesh—we only know the glorified Christ or Christ in
His glory. But this does not mean that Christ does not have
flesh. Christ does have flesh and a complete human nature,
which now after His Ascension has been glorified.

Now when we commune of the Lord’s Body and Blood,
we do not receive only a piece of Christ Who is then within
us, but each communicant receives Christ in His entirety.
But this does not mean that there are many Christs. There is
only one Christ and He dwells in His entirety within every
believer who has communed of the Immaculate Mysteries.
When the priest cuts into pieces the Lamb on the holy paten/
diskos, Christ is not cut into pieces. He is multiplied without
being multiplied among many. In other words, Christ in His
entirety is in every pearl or in each piece of Divine Bread.
This is the mystery of God’s presence to man.

Now this same mystery was also at work before Christ as-
sumed flesh, when He appeared to the Old Testament proph-
et. While the Word or the Angel was manifesting Himself
to the prophet, He was at that very moment simultaneously
present throughout the rest of creation as well. The Angel
of God was present with both the prophet and the rest of
creation at the same time.

Protopresbyter John Romanides
From “Patristic Theology”
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PATERNAL ADVICE
SAINT'S DEATHBED

By Elder Philotheos Zervakos (+1980), “Autobiography, Homilies
and Miracles,” Orthodox Kypseli Publications (2006), pp. 171-175.

FROM A

What man will live and not see death?
Who was born and did not see death!
G Iam ninety-four years
old now, and because

I am growing old and
. death is approaching I
- thought I would leave
- you a few paternal re-
. : quests.
~ Above all is love for
| God and for one an-
| other, for where there is
love there is God, where
love is lacking there
is the tempter. When
| you have love between
you, you also love God.
When, however, there
is no love between you,
you cannot love God; for Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself
says: He who loves me keeps my commandments, and, if a
man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar. (Jn
14:21-23, 1 Jn 5:20).

You must be careful not to depart from our loving God;
do not leave Him, but love Him. Our Savior and God-Man
Jesus Christ gave us the commandment to love one another.
He said unto the Holy Apostles a few days before departing
bodily from this world: A new commandment I give unto you,
that ye love one another (Jn 13:34), and these things I command
you that ye love one another. (In 15:17).

Therefore, strive to acquire the love that is genuine and
not the love that is with words, with the tongue, or with
the lips. Loving with the whole heart unites with God and
makes one a son of God by grace. St. Augustine tells us that
a man comes to resemble that which he loves. If you love
God you will become a god; not by nature but by grace. If
you love the flesh and say that this is your life and existence,
and think that it will save you, then you will become flesh
... and if again you love the devil, then you will become a
devil. How does someone come to love the devil? By do-
ing his works. When they have pride, and especially when
they have envy, jealousy, and hatred for their neighbor, then
they become a devil. Therefore, for this reason strive to love
God. As the Holy Fathers say in the doxastikon of the Saints,
where we chant: You have loved God, preferring nothing to
His love, prefer nothing more than the love of God; so that
when He comes in all of His Glory, we may find rest with

AT | }tvﬁ;gu

all the saints. We must love God, so that we can find rest
there where the saints are.

Therefore take care to have love and obedience, for he who
is obedient imitates Christ, while he who is not obedient,
but disobeys and contradicts, imitates the devil. Do not be
contradicting unless it is because the presiding nun asks you
to do something that will grieve God, then do not listen
to her. If however she tells you to do something, which in
your opinion is not good, then it is better to cut your will
and do that which was indicated.

Our Lord Jesus Christ—who is God—cut His own will:
I came down from heaven, He says, not to do My own will
but the will of Him that sent Me. He became obedient unto
death; even death on the Cross. One should be obedient
unto death, then he will become worthy of the Eternal King-
dom and of the Eternal Life. Never neglect your spiritual
duties, because only with diligence you will be victorious,
by God’s grace, over all enemies. For this the Lord tells us:
Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when He cometh,
shall find watching (Lk 12:37). And the Church chants: Be-
hold the Bridegroom is coming in the night and blessed is the
servant whom He shall find watching, and unworthy is the one
whom He shall find heedless.

Of the ten virgins, five were foolish, and the other five
were prudent, having oil in their lamps. The lamps repre-
sent the soul. When the Bridegroom came (i.e., at the hour
of death), they left and went together with the Lord to
the Heavenly bridal chamber. The foolish virgins, however,
remained outside the bridal chamber because they were
neglectful; they did not have oil, nor did they have love,
they were tired and slept, and they did not take care. When
death came, they repented and knocked on the door that
He would open it unto them, but the Lord said unto them,
Go, I do not know you.

Therefore, we must not be neglectful, for negligence is
dreadful and repentance is great. Struggle when you feel
drowsy and sluggish. The body always wants rest, it wants
sleep, and it wants good food. The soul, however, wants
fasting, vigil, and prayer. Woe to the person who allows
his soul to be subjected to the flesh, and who does the will
of the flesh. (cf. Gal 5:14-21). The flesh wants comfort, and
whenever possible to sleep, but we must resist this. The
spirit must be victorious and subject the body; not allow-
ing it to become that which the flesh seeks, but that which
God desires, for the flesh desires to do the will of the devil.
For this reason the Apostle James tells us: Resist the devil
and he will flee from you. (Jas 4:7). We must resist him as
much as we can; for only with labor and pain are the good
things achieved.

The Saints did not make it to Paradise easily, but labored
and struggled against three enemies: the flesh, the world,
and the ruler of the world (the devil). But, because they
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were eager and serious, they overcame the devil, the desires
of the world, and the desires of the flesh.

Thus, prayer and watchfulness are necessary. Watch and
pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit is indeed
willing but the flesh is weak. (Mt 26:41). The Apostle Peter
because he was not careful for just one moment, denied the
Lord. But he repented and was saved. For this he wrote the
following beautiful words to make us and everyone careful:
Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. (1
Pet 5:8). Be vigilant, careful, and watchful. Do not stay at
all idle, for the devil is prowling about, looking for someone
to devour, but seek the aid of God; and God, when we ap-
proach Him will help us.

The devil many times uses hypocrisy, slyness, and wicked-
ness to fool people. Many times he transforms himself as
an angel of light; and he has deceived many because they
accepted him, obeyed him, and were not careful. Therefore,
great care is needed. As I told you, go to a spiritual father
for confession, and if he is not there, tell your thoughts to
the Abbess and you will be greatly benefitted.

Take care especially for love and humility, for where there
is humility, the devil flees from there. But ro this man will
1 look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth ar My word. (Isa 66:2). Upon whom does He
say He shall look? Upon him who is humble, upon him
who is meek. For this reason, all the saints were sanctified
through humility; for humility gives birth to love and to all
the virtues. The humble person is a dwelling place of God
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit: the humility of the Most
Holy Theotokos pleased God, the Wholly Uncontainable, to
dwell in her womb. The Panagia boasting in the Lord, not
in herself, says: For He hath regarded the low estate of His
handmaiden... (Lk 1:48).

If all virtues exist but humility is lacking, they are in-
sufficient, unbeneficial and are most likely hazardous:
Magdalene the nun was prideful; she became a dwelling
place of the devil, doing whatever he told her to do. She
forgot about the good things and did as the devil bid her.
Because St. Nektarios did (and still does) miracles, she was
envious and wrote a book against the saint: among her
other blasphemies, she said that the Sacraments are not
performed by the Holy Spirit, but by the Old Calendar,
and that if they are not performed by the Holy Spirit on
the Old Calendar then the Sacraments are invalid. She
also said that whoever considers St. Nektarios to be a Saint
should have the curse of all the Ecumenical Synods, etc.
She cursed God and the great saints of our days without
thinking about it; God had made them saints because of
the humility, the faith, and the love they had.

Be very careful to hate pride, which the devil sows con-
tinually in the mind of man, whispering to him that he is

something, that he does something and he arrives at the
point where he accuses others for not performing so well.

May the grace of our Lord, who for us men and our salvation
became man and rose again, raise our souls unto new life, and
grant us eternal life and the Heavenly Kingdom.

Love must take root in our hearts, and it will take root
when we continuously remember God; whether walking
or working, in bed resting or sleeping, the recollection of
God and the short prayer must never be absent. And in this
way, God will always be here with us in this temporal life,
and shall take us with Him to the Eternal one. Go with the
Panagia’s blessing, and May God always be with you.

EXCERPTS FROM OUR LITURGICAL TRADITION
[REFERENCING THE TOLL HOUSE]

Netic roaring lions have surrounded me, seeking to carry me
away and bitterly torment me. Do thou crush their teeth
and jaws, O pure One, and save me. (Ode 3, Troparion 2).
hold, terror has come to meet me, O Sovereign Lady, and
[ am afraid of it. Behold, a great struggle awaits me, in
which be thou unto me a helper, O Hope of my salvation. (Ode
4, “Both Now”).
776}/ that shall lead me hence have come, holding me on every
side. But my soul shrinks back and is afraid, full of great
rebelliousness, which do thou comfort, O pure One, by thine
appearance. (Ode 7, “Glory”).
hou that gavest birth to the Lord Almighty, when I come
to die, do thou banish from me the commancder of the bitter
toll-gatherers and ruler of the earth, that I may glorify thee unto
the ages, O holy Theotokos. (Ode 8, Troparion 3).

And from a canon at the departing of the soul from the
body, for those who have suffered a long time, by St. Andrew
of Crete:

me all you that have gathered together, who have lived
your lives in piety, and lament the soul bereft of the glory
of God, for shameful demons are striving to enslave it. (Ode 1,
Troparion 1).
Be/)o/d, a multitude of evil spirits are standing about, holding
the handwriting of my sins, and they cry out exceedingly,
shamelessly seeking my lowly soul. (Ode 1, “Glory”).
OSoverez'gn Lady! O Sovereign Lady! Have mercy now on my
perplexed soul looking to thy protection only, and do not
disdain me, O Good One, who am being given over to demons.
(Ode 4, “Both now”).
ave mercy on me, O all-holy Angels of God Almighty, and
deliver me from all the evil toll-collectors, for I have no good
deeds to balance my evil deeds. (Ode 7, Troparion 2).
St. Tikhon’s “The Book of Needs”
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HEwogopixn Yrepneaveiatol Mamopold

Tov rmpawtompeofvrépov m. Aiwovvoiov Taron, Opbédoloc
Torog, 31/7/2015.

Ejvvﬁﬂmg WIAGUWE  YLOL TOV EYWLOUO %Ol
™V vmeon@dvela £€VOC TEOOMTOV KOl
dvoavooyetobue, yLott OV umogQolue vo

gmunowvovioovue noll tov. ITpdxrertal yuor dvBpwmo
oV Sha T «yvwEiLew», AAAO ®ol OAa T 0TNEICEL
OTOV £€AVTOV TOV. ZE xaveéva OEV Avayvweilel ®vdTL
AvidTEQO OV VA wi TO Exel 6 Tdroc. Eival mdvta
EMXOLTIXOC, BAAD KO ATALTNTIROC ATTO TOVEC AAAOVC
VO TOV OEYOVTOL ROl VO TOV ETALYODV.

Av0 VrteQfPavoL OEV UIToQoTV VOL OUVEQYUOTOVY 0UTE
VO OVVVTTAQEOVY, YTl O RABEVAC EMUEVEL 0T YVDOUN
TOV %0l BTAV GRG0 EIVOLL OPOAAULOQPAVAC EOPAMIEVY.
"Entiong 6 vmepfqpovoc eival pihédoEoc #ol pbovepdc.
OéheL uovo avtog var 00Edtetal xot Aovg Tovg dAhovg
OV EYOVV TEOOOVTA, IXAVOTNTES ROl EMITVYIES TOVS
@Bovel. Kol adtd £lval 1O puotind Tov natiplo.
Ameton axoua émo 1o mveduo The dvaTteomiic ®al
100 VEWTEQLONOD.

‘H émopopiny) Uepn@dvela, GtV Umel 0To ¥ MO THS
"ExxAnoioc, vobever h dtdaonaiio toh XoLotol nol
00NYET 0TV 0lpeon. AVTO OVVERM TOAAES PoEEC &vaL
ToV¢ alidvee. TO O Sume XTVITNTO TOEGdeywa VrthpEe
0 TamLonog, 6 6moTog Exel AlyuaAwTIOEL EXOTOUUVQLOL
Xotwotavdyv oto €pefoc tic alpeonc. O Ildmoc
€yve 0 neydhog alpetrde, 6 Omotog ovveyilel vou
ATOUOXQUVVETOL GO TO OPOUO TOV B0, YLUTL CVVEYMDC
EMLVOET VEEC ALEECELS, TTOOREWWEVOU VO OTNEIEEL... TiC
TaALEC, TOV OTIC WEQES Lag AugLopfntodvial xal &mo
moALhovc mamirove.

O P e Kovroyrov, mov dyamotoe v ‘Opbodoia
O TTUREALVOTOYV ATTO T 00A0N TV ClRETIHMV, EAEYE
YO TOV TATLOWO OTL «EYEL EWOPOQLRTV VITEQNPAVELALY,
N 6mota Exdnhdvetal eic xd0e mepioTaolv. ATd avTHV
nol uOvVNYV €Av %n1Bf), dmodewnvietal 6TL OEVv £xeL
OYEOLY UE TOV XOLOTLAVIOUOV, T0D 6molov T Beuéliov
gtvan 1) tameivooic: [Tomteia, AAGONTA, ®OULOAOLONOL,
TAOVTY VARG, Eupavioels adTonEOTOQ WAl SAa TO
YOULOORTNOLOTLXY TOD TATLOWOD ElvoL AvAETodo G&md
8oo 8idake nol Enonev 6 XoLotde, mov eime: Ei Ti¢
0érer modtoc eival, €otar mdvrwv Eoyatoc xal
aaviov Stdxovoc» (Mapx. 9:35).

Kol depmtatar: «IIdc eivar dvvatov va
naovoLdletal | Ewogpoouxi) dhaloveln, wg 6ONYOg
v Xototavdv; Ti dhlo yoedtetat, dio va EEnynbodv
OAOL Ol VEMTEQLOUOL ROl Ol GVTLYOLOTLAVIXOL
xavotoutol, €ig tdg omolag mEoEPn vaTh ROULEOVC
0 mamoudg; O aywog Egoain 6 Zvpog Aéyelr: ‘H
vmeoneavela avayxdlel Emvoelv xatvotouiog, un

aveyouevn 1o Goyaiov.» («T etvor 1} ‘'Op00d0E(la 1ol
T givor 6 Tlamondgr, 1992, ogh. 9-10).

I[Mapdha avta Gume, to Oirovuevirno Iatolapyeio
nal owaitepa 0 Oirovuevirog ITatpudoyng «.
BapbBoAopatog, wihder yior thv «€xxinoto» tot Idma,
TOV O7TOT0 ATORAAET YLD TATO ROl TEPLANUEVO ALOEAPO
TOV. AEV TOV BEWEET ALiQETIXG, YU AVTO ROl CUVAVTATOL
OUYVOL ROl OVUTTQOOEUYETUL XAl oVvEVQQaiveTtal. To
0€na elva 0oPaodTaTO ROl TEOKUAET dvnovylo 6TOVC
‘0p0660Eo0vg, ol OmoTol BAETOVY TOV OIXOVUEVIOUD
var SLofodvel oVVELONOELS ®OL OF Alyo OO whdue yuo
EVon TOV «EXXANOLOV» %L XOLVO TOTNELO, XWEIC
vou €xouvv £yroTaAELPOET GO TOVC ALEETLXOVS TO
EWOQPOoOL1G TOVS OOYUaTaL.

Elvatr ®00fxov tdv Xolotiovdy v dtogwvoty
dMuocime Ut ToVC 0IROVUEVIOTES XUl VO VteQaomitovTal
™V ‘OpB0d0Eila. ALipovo dv tovg arnorovBotue ASyQ
®ARMS vooUuevov oefaouot mpdc 1o OixovuUevVIRO
IMatplapyeio »oail tovg &€v ‘EAAAOL Yogodeeic
UNTEOTOA(TES, Ol OTOTOL «OLAPWVOTVYV CVUPOVODVTES?,
OnAadn uetagl tovg drapwvody, Ao dnuooimg
OUUPMVODV UE TOV UEYAAO TOEVA ROl OEOTOTY, TOV
Oixovueviro TTatoudoyn! Avth v dEoratdxoiin
TARTIXY B0 WTOQOVCUUE VO TV YOLQOXTNQIOOVUE
uE uLoe mopafoiny podon: «H perapoopoon tod
AovtagLo® ot fdreayo!».

Yrdpyovv Sums %ol UNTEOTOA{TES UE TOEON OO, TOU
Aéve T TEdyuata ug to dvoud TOvg %ol ¢ a0TOVC
mémeL va Exovue éumiotoovvn. “Eyxovue dxdua ral
TO TaEAdeLyuo TV oVYYEOVMV YEQOVTWYV, Ol OTOTOL
NTOV AVILOLKOVUEVIOTEC KO AVTLTATLXOL.

Ka\t moémel NUeTS ol ‘OpHOdoEoL v TapaLTnODUEY
TOVTOS OLOAOYOU TEOGC CLLEETIXOVUS, XOATU TNV
000V ovuPouvAnv ToU O0EENUOVOS ATOCTOAOV
[Mavhov, «AiQeTi#0ov dvOQOTOV UETA TOOTNV XAl
OevTEQaY vovleaiav wagattov, eiddg 0TL E51j0TOOTTEY
0 TOLOTTOS GUAQTAVOY OV AVTOXATAXQLTOG...».

[Tpo¢ Tt Aowwov M Toon meobuuia TEOC HeETdPaoy gig
Podunv, mpog Tl 1 Exiuovog Enlitnolg Ve’ UV SLHASYwY;
[Tpog Tl T600V N raxoTaHOVOC KOl TUQAUTOLOVUEYY
xrato Oe0v Aydmn; Aev uis cweEovIitovy Ta mabquato
g Pepodpooag nat the Phweevtiag Agv EAafouev
eloétL melpav TN AaTviric oteePodiriog ®al ThH
vrepon@aveiog Aev Olexpivouey 1o 6pLo HETAED
aAnBelag xol VwroxrLotag €V Tf) TloTEL,

I'épovtog I'afonh Arovvordatn (+1983)
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H Mavayia, 16 AGdI kai 16 WYwpi
[Mia GAn6ivy ioTopia]
Tiavvn Ilpéen, Aaoypdpov-coyypapésa.

CH%an-MaQEa, |

«Kagapidaivar,
VEWKROQOC,  «UANOA-
plooa» otV évopia
e «Ilavayioag Tod
Kovpoahd» 010 Kopwai,
. uxfre OtV TAYWUEVN
guninola  éxeivo 10
PooYeQO YEWWVLIATIRO
anoyevuo the Katoyic.
‘H &xninowr Ntav oxo-
tewy xotv €onun. To
AMyo0oTO MS OV EUTOALLVE
; ATto TO TAALIVOL TOLdBva
StV Ty GErETO YL Vi pwTioEL TO néoa HéEOog TS, 0T
ueotdr Tov téumdov. Otte vaviijht oUte ®eQl VITNOYE
avouuévo. ITot viu Poedet Mady; Elyxe mepdoel oyedov
ulo Bdoudda xal o vovriiia Rtav ha ofnotd. Ki
1 O 1 *AnodGELooa, YNEQ YUVATRA, TITAVE VNOTIXLY
80M nal TOETC néoec. AV eiyxe Aiyo Yol vo Paer 6TO
otéua e, oUte EEQOoxSUNATO.

Koputdr Sovhewtr dev elye vir #AveL GTHY ExxAnoi
gxelvo 10 dmdysvua M xvoa-Mapia. Tic dovAeleg Tig
iy navel Ghec Amd 1O mEwi. STV Enndnowr urire
UWOVO %Ol WOVO YO VO RAVEL TAQEQ OTH PLAEVAdQ TNG,
™v IMoavayla tod téumhov, ®al v xAGYeL TOV TOVO
™. [Tt Eva oxauvi, #40Loe umEoota Ao TV Eindva
xol BuBlotnre otigc oxéYelg te. ‘H eindva fitave
OROTELVY], LOVO EVO AVTLRPEYYLOUWO OTO AONUEVLO TNG
pwTooTéQavo pavdtay. Ki &Alec gpopic eiye xobioel
g€tow xovta othv [Havayio, GALO TéTE 1) €indva fiTtave
@AYo, The uthodoe xal the Eheye moAAA.

SHueoa Sumg HTay EVIEADS CLWINAY %ol &pidnT.
‘H nvpoa-Mapta zatdropfe: ‘H IMavayio ftave
OTEVOXWOENUEVT, YLATL... TO ®AVTTHAL THS HTAVE OBNOTO.
ZNRWONKRE ATO TO OROUVL RO YOVATIOE UTEOOoTA TNg.
20 fovon Te€Eave Amo To WA TLL THS TO OAXQUAL.

—Ay, Havayid wov Aonuévia [Apfavitixa: Shér-
meéri ergjénde= Iavayia Aonuévial, YLOvpLoe, ®ave
T0 Bdua oov! Ztethe nov Alyo AAdL vou 0° AvAyYw TO
®AVTIHAL 00V, YLoTi %L £y® OEV umop®d vo. 0t PAETW
vaoal péoa 0td oxoTddL. Mod navpitet | xapdid pov.
Voo yio néva, Eva Wireo XOURATA%L YPwul LoD QTAVEL
"Eov GAa T wwopele, ®ave to 0dua cov!

Ed® 1) ®vpa-Mapla tehelmwoe ThHV TEOOEVY] NG,
onxwonre SpOLa, oxovmLoe TO OAXRQVA TNG XAl
nepineve amonplon. [eplueve, mepiueve, dAlo timota,
anpa owwmy, ovte Evag YPibvoog dev axovoTN®E ATTO

™V eindva. Amelmiotnxe 1| xvoa-Mapia. “"Exiaoe 10
HEPAML TNG AVAuETH OTIC TAAGUES TNS ROl BONVNOE:
—Ay, Havoayd wov Aonuévia, Eavame, uol Ilog
natovifoous €tol €ueic ol 0vo; "Eol yweic AMAdL %L
Eym ywois Youi [Aopavitixa: Ti pa val edhe u pa
buké="EoV ywoic Addt %1 £y ywolc Ywuil.

II7ye ol EavardBOioe 0TO OROAUVL ROL TEQIUEVE
WTwg AxoVOoEL RATL.

Ki 600 mepvovoe 1) oo t0oo thv Erviye N Grmelmioio.
«AEV UTOQET, ®ATL OO Yivels, onEpTnre OF uic otryun,
Yo vaL Toenyoenoet Tov €avtd e Kat vé, uéoa o’
avTh) ™ owwan, ®aTL TS pavnre §TL AxOVOE, OOV
®ATOLOC VO YUOLOE TO YEQODAL THE mopTac. AMAO O
NXoc fTave 1600 EAagpEUC RAl OLYOVES, TOV VOULOE
OtL T avti tng thv Seyéhaoe. Aev Edwoe onuaoio ®aol
T doON®E Rl TAAL OTIC pODQES oxéYPeLs TS “Oumwg
TOEO THS PAVN®E TS AROVOE LEOU OTNV EXRANOLY
avalapoo fRuata, oryove ®ol NOEU, ToVEYOVTUY
EO¢ T0 Ué€pog tne. Iiploe xal xottage miow Tne.
Eide pia onotewvy) yuvairelo poogi) ue novtiit
010 ®epdAtl. Toduage Alyo, o Auéows urdpeoe v
EeywoiloelL 010 MESOoWTO THES Yyvvairag Eva wirQo
YOUSYELO nal ovyaoe. «Kamolo yvwoty 0d&vau»,
OREPTNHRE %L AUEOMS QW TNOE:

—ITowd eloal, Béhewc Timota; ‘H &mérplon nobe
AUEoWGS:

—H Kodha gipat, Mapia pov... ‘H Kovha 1ot Hila
100 pden. Eival oxotddi 86 uéoa, yu anto d&v
UE YVMQLOES.

—A, 7| Kovha eloar; Kakdec tnve...
UANOOAQLOOO KOl CVVEYLOE:

—Ko midg Nobeg tétola Goa 0m, pét Kovha; Andype
dev €xovue Aettovpyla.

—To Eéow, &ALt MoBa vor 0o pépw avTd, elme
N yuvairo xt duéows Eerpéuaoe €va wiro toydou
TOVYE OTOV MU0 TN RO TEdWOE 0TIV ®*ANOEOLo0.

—Kai i ’vour avte mov Epepeg; Zavap®tnoe adTh)
ue hoytdoa, ®ol T0 WVoAd ™S THYe 0TO AGOL %Ol
010 YPOuUL.

—3 Epepa Eva WixEO UWToUxrAAL uE AGdL %ol wioo
naEPEAL Youl, ax’ adTo TOV EYnoa CHUEQO OTO
@odpvo, amdavtnoe 1 Kovhao.

—Kal g onrdOnreg vépbec €00, uor Kovla,
ue tétolo vepdyLovo ol piyvel €Ew; P tnoe adty
naipvovTag oto XEQLa TS TO TaydoL.

"H Kotha #60n0e nol oxépinne, Otv elxe Etowun
amdvinon vo dwoel, aAAe 0TO T€hOC Th Pofre:

—Aev E€pw, AAAOL VA, Erel oV nabBduovva 0TO
TCanL uévn uov, oav xdmoLog vo ue €ompmwEe nal
voo uod me: «Zqxrm ®ol anyawve othv [Havayio, vo
doelg AadL xal Yout oth Magio Thv #AnodoLooo.»
I'V adto co® T Epepa.

», THC ELTE T
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Anrovyovtac avte T AdyLo M xvpoa-Mapio
Taedytre. To pdtio g TAnuuigLoay ®ot TdAL ue
ddmpva. ITHye umpoott oty eindva ®i Exave AUETONTA
otavpoxomiuata. Ki evyapiototoe thv IMavayio ug
AOyLo mov SV uwogotoe vo natardfel vaveic. Ki 6tav
telelwog, YUpLoe xal eirte otiv Kotha

—Ey® E€ow, udL Kotha, moudg o’ Eotethe. Nd, avth
N Moavaylo, 1 Aonuévia, o’ €otethe. Thv doa mov €0V
nabooovva 0TO TLARL, YD EXAVO TEOOEVYES ROl THC
Intotoa va vdvel to 0aua Tng, v otelAer Aiyo MadL
Vv avaypm To o viiit Tng xal pnio urovrid Pwl yuo
VoL dm %L €yo... Kol va tov Exave 10 Oaua! "Eotelie
E€o€va VO TO QEQELC... 2 eV aoLoTd, [Tavayio uwov, »ol
oéva Kodha pov!

‘H KoUAa ddaxpuoe thpo amo yapd. AEv toAnotoe
otte v 1O oavtaotel moc 7 [Havayio Ty eiye
StaléEel v éxteléoel TV EmBunia Tne “"Hrtave mohv
neYain avth N Ty mov thc Enave. IIiye »al yovatioe
UITQOOTO OTNV €ixEVA ROl UE TN WEAWILXT TNS PWVT
Eaie TamELVO (i TEOOEVYN:

—Thv mdoav éArida nov eic ot dvatidnut...

—"EAa 10000 V' AvAPouue TO ®aVTHAL TNG, GALD OEV
Eéow v &xovue omipta, eime THEO 1) ®Anodolooa
otv Kovia.

—d€pe €0V TO rOovTiAL ol omipTa €Y &y uali
wov, amwdvtnoe avTy.

“Efpaie 1| ®vpot Mapio 10 oxouvi x4tm Amxd tThv
naAVIRAQ, AVEPNKRE TAVD %ol ®aTtéfaoe TO TOTHOL
o0 raviniiod. ‘H Kodra 10 yéuioe ug Aaov. Badiave
1OLVOUQYLO Aovuiv, TO avaypave xal 1) rvoa-Mapio
avépnre ol wAAL TAVWD OTO OROAUVLE ®Ol Sovafaie
TO mOoTNEL Ot B€om TOV. AVAYave UETH XAL TO
navIRi toU Xooto®, degar amo thv Qoolo ITUAN.
‘H éxnhinowa gortiotnre 0A6xAnen. ITote dAlote
0tv v elyave Oel téoo gwtiouévn. ‘H Havaywn
OtV €IrOVa THS PALVOTAVE TOQO EVYUOLOTNUEVT.
1o xetAn e dvaxpivave €va uixpo yauoyeho. ‘H
ExxuAnoLo Ceotdadnue AmOTOUO KU 1) TAYOVLIO KU T
OL YN EEagaviotnrav. Ot dVo yvvaixres YovaTioov
tpa nall urpoota othv IHavaywo kol YrOvpLlav
npooevyéc. "Epahav 010 téhog, «TNV TiuLwTéQaY
T@v Xepovfeiu xai évéoEotépay Govyxoitwe TdV
Zeoageiu». Enuadnroav ueto 6pbeg, piAnoav Tic
eindvec ToU TEWTAOV %ol OTAONKRAY dORETH DO VO
Tic ®ortdlovv.

—Tdoa dc mnyaivovpe», elme 0t ®ATOLO OTLYUY 1)
nvoa-Magia.

Kdvave yuo tehevtaio oot T0 0TOVESO TOVC,
mpoywonoav uall mpoc ta €Em %L ExAheloav TV
néota i Exndnoidc. Topa EEw £lxe OROTEWLAOEL
gviehmc. XalpetnOnrave, @uhndfxrave xi 1 xd0e nio
ETOLUAOTN®E V' AVAYWENOEL YLO TO OX{TL TNG.

—Néoat xohd, uét Kovha, mov Modeg, yiati mHoec
Ao mAvw wov ueydin otavayxwoie. Amoyes Oo
om0 fovym, elme 1| *xAnodoLooa.

—Atv €navao nal timota omovdaio, ALY O§hw ol ot
TAQAXOAAGD VO WV TETS 08 navéva Timota, dmdvinoe
1 GAAN pevyovTog.

—"Evvoia ocov xai dgv 0o T0 td, thv ®obnovyaoe
1 ®voa-Mapia.

‘H nAnodoiooa dev xpdinoe 1ov Adyo tne. Kdmote
diyMOnre avto TOV ovVERN oth Beltoa ‘EAEvn toD
Aovxrd tod ITpdgn. Ku gxeivn 10 eime 0Tic ®S0EC
e Ki ol ®dpec g udg 1o dinynidnxrav dtav Eyive
TO WNUOOUVO THS woude, oopavta UEQES UETH TOV
0 vaTo ™ ®ol TEVHVTA XOOVLL LETO TO YeYovos. Kot
T01¢, 6AOL TOTE VIDOOUE VO YEUILEL O AEQOC YUQW WOC
ue pwiov «éoui) evwdiag TvevpaTLXilg».

cH ovveldnoLg, ® M ovveldnoig Axovyetal p€oo 0To
O%0TAOL WOV KAAVTTEL TN YT}, AXROVYETAL OOV TO
AaAnuo ToD wetevod T vuyta the Meyaine [énmne.

“Etvuye mote va xowun0fte ot Eva EEoy 1o nEQog, 6tou
™) viyTa Emnpatel Hovyio; [1I6oo xabapd drovyetal
T0 AMdAnua tod metervod! AMAG Stav Exel @UONEEL
dyoLog dvenog »ol ToL xAadL TV OEVIQMY OElmVTOL
%ol yivetal 06pvfoc ueydiog, 1ote 10 AAAnua ToD
meTeLvoD mviyeta no Ogv axovyetal “Etol ovufaivel
®noL UE T ovvetdnot. Ilavrote halel. AMAG Gtav TO
a0 Eeonrdvovial ooy OUeAAeS nal xaTOLY(OES ROl
dMuoveyo v 1eEdoTio 06QUPO HEGH GTO YPUYLLG UOC
©O0U0, TOTE 1| POV THS CUVELONOEMS TVIYETOL KL
Ogv dxrovyeTol.

Al pio pépa OTmodnmote 0’ dxovoty. Maxdot v’
a®ovoTH. 2’ aVTO TOV ®O0owo. I'otl AAALGDE 6’ drovoTi
010V dAAo %dopo. Kal tote 10 «naTnyoQd» THG
ovveldoeme Bavat &d1aromo xol dvurdpoo. Odval
aldvia ®olaolc. “Onmg Aéel 6 1ep0g XQUOoGoTONOG,
XOAVTEQO VO OE HEVTNOT] OROQITLOC, TOLOX VO O KEVIT O
1| OUVEIONOLC.

A0 T0 UAAGOLOV «XTAYVOALOYUATA TOD
Emionomov Avyovotivov Kavridtov»,
‘Exd060e1g «'000600E0g Kvpéin»
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‘Evag Kéopog Axapig, KardAAnAog Mévo
yid ... Ayioug kai ...EUvouyoug!
I'papet o XapPasc HAaong, Adokalog, Kilkig, 19-6-2019.

= E vov Tapaloyopo el ofuepa 6 dvBpmmoc. “Evay

&100T0 TAEALOYIOUS, 6 OTOTOC OLALEL VaL ELVOLL
nAnoovoult émod Tov dawoviouévo 1ot Evayyeliov.
"Exeivov tov I'adapnvd, mov dgv €ueve o0& omiti, TOU
Tov £devay g tic alvoideg, dAla Tig ExoPe nal EToeye
YUUVOC OTILC E0MULES oL OTO uviuato. Exelvov ol
NToV 6 POROC %Ol 6 TOSUOC TMV CUYYWOLOLVAV TOV.
Méyot oV toV Bepdmevoe & XLoTOg ®at ®xG0Loe dimha
TOV «IUATLOUEVOS KAl OWPQOVIDV».

Kvpro x0paxtnolotiro a0tol 1ov maQaAoylonot
gival 1 pofeoy) avtipaTindTa, 1| 6moia &xel Tnyy
xol aitia T0 yvvawxeio @vio, T yvvaixa. Kol
waAoTo T youvie e, To ...xaudotl e Awdti, 6tav
WAGUE Yo vTUouo, €vvootue To vIUiowo—udAhov to
EeyUuvoua!—1ig yuvairoc “Eva gaivouevo, to 0oio
nATEXRTNOE OAEC TIC NARIES TOV YUvar®y. “Olec Tig
®roTNYoQies. AyiCovtag dmd ateg mob «Eyovy HOrEg
QOYES ®al OEV Tic mapapaivouy e timote», UEYOL Tig
7000V TIXEG, TIC EAeV0EQES, TV «ELeVOEQMV NOD VY,
Onwg T EAeyaY RATOTE.

Kol Aowwov dev ovuPaivel timote. Agv melpdlet...
[16te B & popéoel avtd, 0ol Aéet; Ag T POQEEDEL
THOO TOV... EIVOLL KO, VEQ, VO T Yaeel. “ETtol Aéve,
GtV TIC QWTNOEL XATOLOC TIC UNTEQES 1) TIC YLAYLAES,
apo BEPaLa nall OLDTEC ELvaLL, ®ATO TAOO TOOVETNTA,
mapopolme évoedupuévec. AVTH eival 1 drdvinom.

Konuéveg nov, dtav o ueyolwoer ue avty v
ouvvifela, téte OO TE€yeTe Hall OV O cvpualevetol
To a0 Aertoveyotv dugidooua xot oto dVo uéen tig
UrapEnd Kot 0povidlovy ®ol oLLdvouy ®ol To€povTal
%ol dvomtiooovtal xol Ogv Egptldvovtal etxola mid!
S %o Yoy eival dAAnroeEaptmueval

To md 3dvvNEd Buwe gival THC 1) ArEvVINon avTh
AROVYETOL RO ALTTO OTOUATO YUVALXMY TOV EYOVV OYE0oN
ue v siot. ITov éxxinoidlovtat, EéEonoroyodvial,
1OLVOVODV. AVUQMTLETAL RAVEIS AyVOODV TS aVTO
dev glval amhdc Oéua NOWwd AAAd owTNELOAOYILXG;
Agv ovvaloBdavovtal T cofadtnta Tol TEAYUATOC,
Thv nrotaotoopury) dVvaun the doegfodc avTig
OVUTTEQLPOQAC; AtV EEQOVY O 61OTOC THS Twiic Elvat &
AYLoopog 100 avBpdmov; Agv EEpouv g 6 dvBommog
glval mAdopa ovvieto; TIde Exel Yoy xal odua xal
TS OEV UWITOEET VO AyLdoel uovo 10 €va wépog Tig
VdpSewg tov; Il ayidlovv oD oMU 1ol Yuym.
Télog mavTmv, OEV TOVS T AEVE Ol TVEVUOLTLXO T TOVG T
1AVOUV BVUTOXROT XL UEVOUV 0TO BEANUE ToVC;

Kol mowr M Béom 100 dvdoa dmévavtl o° avthv TV
rnatdotaon; [ow 00 propoloe viu ival; STErOVTOL

O¢ ATAOL HOUTEQOOL 0TO E0Y0. AEV €lval dSUVATOV Vi
ovue®VoDV SAOL W DTV TV RATAOTAON, AAAO QoD
™V €X0UV 0TO YEQL TOVC Ol YUVAIRES, OVOTUYMC, OEV
gyovv %ol ToAAO meELOWELa Vo oTafoVV yevvaime.
IMo®To vau TIg Eumodicovy mg ovtuyoug ) dg Buyatépeg
7| Mg ovyyevelc. AMO ROl VO TEOOTATEYOVV TOVS
£0VTOVC TOVC &ITO TOV TELRAOUO.

IToe vl dmwo mol vo euAaytel 6 dvdpag &mo Evayv
T€TOL0 dOUOVIRO TELROOUD, &mo €va oxdvdalo
«TOAVTORQATOQLXO»; OUVTE OTNV TEOTTWTLXY
napadeiowa rotdotaon Lodue ovte THy AyLdTHTO
Brdrvovue! AAMY %ol & eDVOUYLOUOC €ival ddUvaToc.
Elvalr mapoaloyionde, &yxinua, quyopayio »ol
@ofeot auoptio. AAMG, TAQEUTLTTOVTIWS, O aVTH
N ®atdotaon Tod 0dNnyel tdya; Minwe dgv €yxovv
€VVOVUYLOTETL Ol VEou 11OM, G@oD 1N yuvaira ®atéotn
avépaotn; "Eyive mQorAnTing UEV rol EARVOTIRY
oapxrrd, 6yl Suweg Puyrd. "Exoace thv guowxi xdomn
0¥ OMheoc. THv vrpomaAdtnta, TV aidd, T CVOTOAT,
™ CEUWVOTNTA, TEAYUOTO TOV THV ®0OLoTODV BVTmg
mAdouo Onluro xal éodouto. Kai dev meiber. Kata
ouvvémela, £xaoe nol O avopag £xeivo to EeymwoLoTo,
TO YAU®G, TO OveELR®dES, TO TANEES aioLodo&lag
EvOLaEpov YL To dALO @UAO.

BéB oo, 1) uyn porxoLor o T «pTLO» KO 1) QUAGKY
1OV aicdfoemv eivor | nic AMion, dAL 8yl TavTote
EQWT. KEyw 8¢ Aymw vulv 8tL mac O PAErwY yvvaixa
mTo0¢ TOV émibuufjoatl avthv 701N EUOIYEVOEY AVTNY
év i) xapdio avtot.» (Matb. 5,28), Aéer 6 XQL0Tde.
«Pevyete TNV mopveiav», héel O dmdotohoc ITavloc.
“Oumg, 1 OUYVI CUVAVTNOT RO CVVEQYA.OTD &VOQMDV
O YUVOLRODV OTOVE YDEOVS £QYAUOTOS, Ol XOLVIVIXES
VITOYQEDOELS 0E dLAPOEOVS XDEOVS, 0F CVVOVAOUO
ue thv €hevbepiéTnta ®ol 1O OAMPEQO @aLVOUEVO
ama&iwong 100 Beonuod thg oinoyévelog dmd Ghovg
TOVC QYU VMUEVOUS (POQETS, Artd 1O Kpdtog uéyotl tov
teheVTATO OALYyoue) ZVAAoYO, dgprivouy 6004 voLyTO
T0 dpOU0 YL TO OoTEUPOTATNUA KAl THV GEYY TS
®oTaoToPNc. Ty &doyl Tol TEVOV, CLWUATIXOD KOl
PYuyrod. THg Aroyvmong val Td®V ROTO CUVETELQ
EmaroALoVOOVVTMV ATOVEVONUEVMDV TOAEEMV.

[Ide, howmdy, éxBéTovy avaldmdc ot dnuooia BEa to
wEAN oD OWUATOC TOVS O YUVOIXES, T OmoTa & Oeog
dnuiovpynoe vy iepd oxond; Kot éoyoc eival 0éua
aSlompémetac. "Eov, yuvaira pug mooowmixdtnIa,
ue oofapdtnta, UE UOQEPM®ON, UE Eywmioud, UE
VIEQNPAVELDL, VO.l, UE VTEQMNPAVELD ROl EYWLOUO,
e rotadéyeoal vo. edTeliCeoal, EéxbéTovtag uéon
To0 €avTOD OOV, T OOl PUAGOCOVTAY AVEXRUOEY
1EQMS BLITONERQUUUEVQ, TEOOPEQOVTAS Ta. S Baua
01OV 0TOLOVONTOTE «rOloTEONiRETO» Beath; I1hg
«dlveoa» ota watia 1o otovdnimoTte; To uéhn xeiva,
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T OTOTOL ELVOLL TTOOOQLOUEVOL VO GUVEQYAOTOVV PUE TO
0€ANUa 10D B0 ROl VO ATTOOMOOVY ROETOVS LEQOUC;
To puéhn Exelva, T 6ol €1vaLL TOOOQLOUEVO. VaL Ta
arovumnoel u€oo 0TO HWVOTHELO TOD YAUOV LWOVO EVal
diho odua, 10 odua Tot ovtiyov. N Eévinbotv xal
vo, ropiocovy evhoyia; To uén ot B TpoogpepHovv
Ao T nava vo ava.8€pouv YPuyoHAES, TOVC ®AQTOVC
TS TEXVOYOVIOG, TG €VAOYNUEVO YEVVAULOTO, TO
nadid; Téom dmatinon otd odua, £vé elvol 80Yovo
o émitelel Gylo Epyo!

AN %ol av eloal Xowotiavy, g yiveoor aitia
TELRAOUOD 0TOV AdEAPS O0oV; 2 aVTAV, UE TOV OTOT0
0o mpooegvynOeite uali otov vao 1ot Ogod xol Bo
TATE VO ®OLWVWVNOETE &TO TO TOL0 dAYLO TOTHELO;
Agv 10U nAelvelg TO OQOUO YL TNV TVEVUATIRY TOV
mpoxrom; Ku &v €0V Ak mivg OEv Exelc moopAnua, dev
oxépreoal 1oV év XoLoTd 6deA@d 0oV 1ol TNYaivelg
NOL OTEXRECUL WITQOOTA TOV AXOUN %ol THY da THC
Octlag Aettovpyiog, Qopwviag To dOUaTd 0oV %ol
TO TEOXANTXA EVOVUATA 0oV; AEV TO OXEPTEOUL
avtd; Atv E€peig Tl Aéel 10 Evayyého: «Oc¢ & av
oxavoarion Eva TV utxe@v T0UTWV TOV TLOTEVOVTWV
€ic ué, oVUQEQEL QDT Vo xoeUa 0O WUAOG OViXOS
gi¢ TOV TodYNAOV AUTOD XAl XATATOVTLOOT] €V T
mweddyer tic Oaldoone. Oval T® xoou@ Gmo TOV
oxavddAwv avayxn yao éotiv EAOETV Ta oxdavoaia
TNV oval 1() avOpdw éxeivey S1” 0 1O onAVSALOV
Eoxetar» (Math. 18:6-7). Metdgoaon: «Omolog Sumg
oxavdaiioel nol TaQOoUEEL OTNYV duoagtia Eva dmo
TOVC ULXQOVC ROl AITAOTHOVS 0LV TOVS, TOV TLOTEVOVV
ot uéva, EIVOL TEOTGTEQO YU ADTOV VO HOERALOTEL
0TOV TEAYNAS TOV HVAGTTETOO BLITO EXETVEC TTOV YVQITEL
6 8voc (1o yatdovpt) 6TOV piro, #ol VO ROTATOVTLOTEL
otV &vowrty) Bahacoa. AAUOVO OTOV ®OOUO GO
to ordvdoaro didTL EEartiag The dapBoQdg TV
avbowdmmv, xat avdyxn 0o EhBovv oxdvoaia rol
melpaopuol. AAinovo Sumwg otov GvBpommo £xeivo, &mo
TOV 07010 €QYETAUL TO ORAVOUAON.

O nobévag amo T 0€om Tov dpellovue va To Mdfoupe
VOYT AVTO ROl VO TQOOTAONOOVUE UE PLASTILO VO
o Pdhovue oTh Lo nag, yuor vor £xoVUe TEOROTT RO
EUETC dALD »al SooL 01O dapa thg Twic uag 8o foebotv
ROVTA UOC.

9! Ejdv eimwuey 6TL quapTiav ovx Eouev, EqVTOVS
TAaVOUEV xal 1 GANOsLa ovx E0TLV €V TUIV.
Todv. A" 1:8

«Popoluai 611 6& AoOue o) MNTPOTTOAN TV
ABnvav Eva Kapdivahio obv Kokopa...»

Amo 10 Piflio to0 Mntpomolitov DAwpivig m. Avyovorivov
Kavriorov «Kopakes 100  Oikovuesviouod &5é00ete  tijs
Kiporody, ékdoon 2016, cel. 4.

¢ "OpH3d0&0¢
haog T

Avatoiiic, aiAlo
§ Satéomg TS
4 ‘EALGOOC  Eyive
otéyog Aayotoc
TOWTOPAVODS €L
0éoewe. "Eyboot
g ‘OpbB006Eov
nioteme VAMoTal, dmiotol, dbgot, AAAD ROl OLQETIROL
TAAULOTEQOL RUL VEWTEQOL, TOLXLIAWDVUUOL, TTTEQWTOL
dpdroviec thc Amoxraliypews, Papelc AvxoL
xalvmTouevol ug v dopav 1ot meofdtov £youv
gmdpduer otov dvotvyouévo uag Aad. Ovvital,
IMamwotatl, ‘Emworomiavoi, Ilpeofutepravor,
[Mevinrootiavol, APdevtiotal (Zapfpfatiotal)
ITAnupovbior, Xihootal ®ot 6Aa To eldn 1OV alpéoemy
gvptoxovtal xol 00UV AvAaueod Lo,

Ot oxotelveg duvauelg €xovv POayvVrUVRADCEL TO
tahaimwpov “EOvoc poc xal gival ooy GETOC 0TO
nhovPi. "Eumpog v omdoovue TV QuAaxiv a0t ®ol
0 Getog Vo meTdEeL TAA YNAG, O YNAG, uéyor T
dotpa Toh ovpavoD.

Mac €oyxetar oty ‘EALAOa éxtdg TtV HAA®V
nax®v O mamoude. ‘O mamoude eivol Onelov Tic
Anoxaidpewc. Tl ¢0TL mamonog; ZUVvoho aipéoemy.
Kot popotuat dvotvydme, 6L O dotue oth Mntedmoin
[tV ABnvdv]—Eydm dtv inyaiveo oth Mntpdmoln—oa
dette v émionun €0oth The 25™ MapTtiov, uwrEooTa-
UTEOOTd, TEMTOV OOV XOXOQO, UE TO (PTEQO TOV T
©OAWTO V& oTéxeTol dimha 0TOV TowBVTOoVEYO, dEV
E€ow moLdg Ot elvol TETE, Evac xapdvaliog. Amd doa
ot (oo Etowdlovv vou Wag EQOVY ROEOVAALO, VLo
V& @OQECOVUE ®OVOTOUUL!

‘H "EALoc ToVg oo tel xworatidha xat 0Ehovy va ndg
@opéoovv EVpmmairo vovototul Md, xliieg popeg
UE POVOTAVELD, YWOLATES, UE YWOLATIXO XOVOTOUVUL
xal ‘EALGOo othv napdid. ‘Eucgic Béhovue vo
ueivovue “EAAnveg nai wévov “Elinveg, ‘'Op06d0EotL
Xototiavol.

T 7 f

Xnu.: ‘H avotéon potoyoapia éAnedn thy 257
Magtiov 2017 évtég tot MntooAiitivod Naod tdv
AONvodv! Avotuyde, M meogntelo tol dowdinov
MntpomoAitov Phweivng Avyovotivov Kavtuwdtn
EnTANWONre Emaxoific!
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EmoToAn Ayiou Maioiou 100 ABwvitou
Kard OiKoupevIOTAV Kai PIAEVWTIKAV

«Ayvoorn Erioroln) mOVOv KaTd OIKOVUEVICTAV Kal Qile-
votikdvy, 1. M. Zravpovikita Ayiov Opovs 23-1-1969,
Ocoopouia IB3 (Toviiog-Lertéufpiog 2010), oer. 420-423. (H
EmioToAn avt ordABnKe mpog Tov Apyiuavopitn Xapdauro
BaoiAérovio, mponyoduevo tote tijs Tepds Movijg Iletpdkn).

Zsﬁaor‘s ndtep Xopdhaume:

"Eneldn) fAE® tOV ueydhov odhov mou yivetal
eic v 'Exxlnotov poc, €€ aitiog 1@V dagpdomyv
PLAEVOTIXDV %RLWVNOEOV %Ol TOV Ema@OdV TOT
IMatpudeyov ueto 100 I1dma, Eémdveoa ®i €ym o0V TEXVOV
Tre o é0ednoa xaAdv, EXTOC GO TIC TEOOEVYES WOV,
v otelhw %L Eva uixeo xopnatdxl *Amoth (ol &xm
OOV PTWYOS LOVAYSC), dLdt VO YONOWOTOMOT| %L adTd,
£0Tm ROl YL widt fEAOVLA, OL0L TO TTOAVROUUALTLO.OUEVO
@opeua the Mntépag nog.

I[Twotevm 6t B wduete &ydmmyv noal Oo 1O
XONOWOTOLNOETE Ol UEGOV TOD BENOXREVTIROT OUg
@UALOV. Z0g eVYQLOTO. .

Ou fbeha vo IntHow
ovyyvoun &v modToLlg
an’ 6Aovg, mOU TOAU®M
VO YOAQm %ATL, £V OEV
gluol ovte &yLog, ovte
Beoldyoc.

doavtalonatr Gt B0 ug
rataldpfouvyv Shot, 8Tl T
YOOPSUEVE LoV EV €lval
timote AALO OO EvOg
BaBvc wov mdvog do Thv
YOOUUNYV ROL ROOULRNV -
aydmny, dvotuyde, 10D Tatépa nag %x. ABnvaysoa.

“Onwe gaivetal, aydnnoe wiav GAAMNY yuvoiro
uovtépva, ol Aéyetal [Mamwwy Exxninoio didt 1
‘0p036d00Eoc MnTtépa nag OtV 10D ®AUVEL rOuuioy
EVIUmwol, Emedy eival molb oeuvy. AVt 1) dydm,
oV &xrovVobnue &mo thv [16AL, Pofire dmiynoL ot
TOAAO ToLdLL TOV, OV TNV CoVV €ic TOC TOAELC.
AMOOTE 0DTO ELVOL ROl TO TVEDRA THS 0TS NOC:
1 0lx0YEVELD, VO Y AOY TO 1EQO VONUQ TS &ITO TETOLOV
eldovg dydmeg, TOU MC OrOTOV Exovv THV OLdAVOLY
%ol Oyl TV EvooLy.

Mg pioe tétolo wepimov xoouwxi) &ydamn rol O
IMatoudpyne wog eddver oth Poun. Evd 0o E€mpeme
va OetEn dydmn mo®dTa 08 WG T TOLLOLE TOV KOl 0T
Mntéoa wag Exxinoia, avtdg, dvotuydme, E0telhe TV
ayamn tov oAy parotd. TO dmotéleono NTOV Vi
avamavor uev 6Aa To noouLkd ToLdLd, TOV AYATOVV
TOV ®GOUOV Rl EXOVV THV ROOWKNYV AVTAY AYATNV,
Vo xataorovOaAion Sume SAoug udg, T TERVA THC

‘Opbodotlag, unpd »aol ueydio, mwov £€yxovv oo
®e01...

Metor AVmtng wov amd Soovg @LAEVWTIROUS EYm
yvwoioel, OtV €1d0 viu Exovy otite YPixo TVEVUOTIAY
otte AOLO.

ZE€00VV BUmS, VoL OULAOTYV YLaL B ydmn xoll EVOTNTO EVAD
ol {d1ot 8V elvau Evouévol ut 1oV Gedv, dtétt dev Tov
Eyovv QYo oEL.

Oo fifeha vo mopaxaréow Oegoudr GAOVS TOVC
PLAEVOTIXOVS BLOEAPOUC HOC:

"Eneldi) 10 0o i Eviboewe TV "Exnhnoudy eivol
HATL TO TTVEVUATIXOV RO AVAYUNY EYOVUE TTVEVUATIXTC
aydmng, g TO PNOOVUE OF OVTOVS TOV AYUTHOUVE
MO TOV BedV 1ol eival Oeohdyor, oty Tovg Iatéoag
e "ExxAnoiog, »ai &yt VOUOASYOL TOU TQOOPEQUVE
1AL TEOCPEQOVY OAGKANQO TOV £0VTOV TOVS €IS THYV
Sdranoviav e ‘Exninolog (vl peyding Aaumddoac),
ToV¢ dmoilovg Avaye 10 T ThS Aydmng Tol oD %ol
3yL 6 avamtioog Tol vemxdQov.

A yvmeitmuey 6TL gV VITAQYOUY ULGVOV (PUOLKOL VOUOL,
GAMOL %O TTVEVUATLXOL.
’Enouévoe, 1 wélhovoa
60Y1 0D Oeo® deV uwoEEl
Vo AVTIUETOTLOON uUE
OUVETALOLOUWOV QUOLO-
Toh®dV (d16TL dumAny
00YHY B0 AMGfwuev), ahio
UE UETAVOLOLY RO THONOLV
TV évtol®dv toD Kuplov.
’Entiong, d¢ yvwplowuev
xalo 0tL 1) ‘OpB6d0Eoc
‘ExxAnoio nog dev €xel
noupuioy EMenpry. 'H udvn
EMenpie, Tob mapovoldletal, eival f EMenpic cofaodmdv
Tepapydv ot [Towévmy e matepneg dyes.

Elvar Oiiyor ol éxkextol. “Onuwc 8V eival
avnovyntxév. ‘H "Exxlnoio eivar Exxinoio tod
Xo1otob %ol ADTOC TV ®uPepvdel. Aty eivor Nadc,
mov wtiCetol Amd méTeee, Aupno xal ooty &md
EVOEPRELS AL HATAOTOEPETAL UE PWTLY PAQPAQWV,
Mt gtva 6 Wdroc 6 Xowotée. «Kal 6 meomv énl OV
AiBov tovtov ovvBiaoOnoeTalr ép’ Ov & v méon,
Avxunoer avtov. Kai drovoavtes ol GoyLeQEic xal ol
dapioaiol Tag tapafolos avtol Eyvwoav 0Tt TEQL
avt@v Aéyer». (Math. 21:44-45).

‘O Kvpiog, 6tav Oa meémm, Ba magovoioon
toVc Mapxovg ToVg Evyevixovg xal TOUC
T'onydorove Ialauddeg, OL0 VO CVYREVTQWHOOUV
Oha to rataoxavdoliouéva adEA@La pog, dio vou
ouoroynoovv Ty ‘0Opb6doEov IioTLy, V&L 0TEQEMOOVY
™V [Haeddoow nol v dwoouY Yaedv neyainyv eic
™v Mntépa pog.
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Eic tovg na1povc nog PAEmouev 6TL TOAMAOL TLOTO
ténva e ' ExxAnolac pag novayot ot Aairot, €xovv,
dvotuyde, amooylodf amo avtiv, £€§ aitiag TV
PLAevoTXdV. “Exm TV yvduny 1L 8¢v eivat #a06hov
®OAGY VO doywoLlduedo &mo v Exxinoiav xdabe
@odv oL B wrain 6 TTatoudoyng. AAAo dmo uéoa,
xovto otV Mntépoa "Exxinoio &yel nabfrov xal
Vroyeéwaol 6 nobévag v Aymviletal ug TOvV 100TOV
tov. TO v dtandyn 1o pvnuéovvov tot ITatodeyov,
VO Amooylo0f} ol v dnuloveynoyn Owrn{Y Tovu
"ExxAnoiov zoi v €Earnolovdf) vo outAf vpollovtag
1ov Motoldeyny, avtd vouilm, etval Taedloyov.

Eav o thv o” 1) v B ALoEodpdunot Tdv xato
%noEovg Iatorapy®dv xwottodueda nat ®advmue dirég
nog ‘ExxAnotec—0@eoc puhdEei—Oa Eemepdomue nal
tovg [Tpoteotdvieg dxdun. Etnola yweilel ®avelg nal
dvonohla EmLoTQEPEL...

Avotuydg, Exovue TOAAES «ExnANolec» otV €moyn
noc. Anuoveyionxrayv eite dmo ueyales ouddes §) nol
amo €va dtouo axdun. Emeidh) ovvePn 010 vaAipL twv
(Ouh® S1x T &v Ayi “OpeL ovppaivovia) v Vrdoym
1AL VOOS, EVOuLoay 3Tl ooty vaL ®avouy xal duxn
tovg aveEdptnn ‘Exxinoio.

"Eav ol gpldievotirol divouv 10 mp@dTo TA{yLo oThv
"ExxAnoia, avtot, ol dvotépm, divouv 10 devteQo.

Ac eOynbodue va dwoyn 6 BOedg TOV PWTIOUSV
Tov ot Shovg nag xat gig tov IHatoldoynv wag x.
ABnvaydpav dwa vou yivn modTtov 1 Evwolg adtdv
TOV «EXUANOLOV», VO TOAYUATOTTOMON N YOAqvVNY
avaueoo 010 onavdaiiouévo ‘0p06d0Eo TAfpowua,
N elpNvn ol N ayann ueta&v tdv OpBodSEmv
Avatohx®v ExrAnoi®dv ®oi votdmwy ag yivn onéyg
St Ty Evooy petd TdV dAAwv «Opoloyldv», €0
%ot €@’ 600V eilMxpvirg EmBunodv va doraobotv To
'0pbH6d0E0v Adyua.

Ou N0eha dnoun va eimd, 6Tl VTAEYEL ROl Lt TOITY
ueoida uéoa gic tv Exnhnoiov poc. Eival éxeivol ol
adeLOl, TOV TOQAUEVOUV UEV TLOTO TEXVA AVTHC,
dev Exyouvv Suwg ovupmvioy Tvevuatikiv avouetagl
TOVS. AoYoAoTUVTOL UE THY %OLTIXNAY O Evog 10D dAAOV
nal Oyl S TO YEVIRMTEQOV ®RAASV TOD AYMVOC.
IMapoarolovdel 8t 6 Evag tov dALov (tepLooiGTeQOY
Amd TOV £0VTAY TOV) gic TO TL O £l 1) TL O yodyn
S vou 1oV ®tumnon xatdmy alvanta. ‘Evd 6 10tog
av €leve 1) €ypage tO 1010 mEdyHa, OO 1O VeoTriELle
®noL UE ToAAEC udAota noaptueies the Aylac 'oagiic
ol v [atépmv.

TO noxd mov yivetol eival peydho, S16TL &g’ £vog
uev ddel Tov mAnoiov tov, &g’ £€T€pov O %Al TOV
YROEUILEL UTEOOTA OTO UATIO TOV AAAWY TLOTOMV.
IToAAEC opES OmEQVEL ROl TNV ATLOTIOL OTIC YPUYES
TV &OVVATWY, OLOTL TOVS ORAVOUALEL.

AVoTUYDC, WEQLXOL GO Eudc €xovue TOEAAOYES
amaltnoelg dmo tovg dAlovg. Oéhovue ol GALOL VO
Eyovv TOV 1010 UE Eudg mvevpatindy yapaxthoa. ‘Otav
1ATOLOC AALOC OEV CUUPMVEL UE TOV YOQUXTNHOO UOC
dnhadi 1 eivar OLiyov Emiewniig ) Ohlyov 6EVC, duéowg
Bydtoue 1O ovuméoaouo STl SEV Elval TVEVUATIROC
avBpmwmoc.

“Ohot yoerdtovtar gic v ‘Exxrinoioav. “OAlot ot
[Matépeg mpooépepav Tag Vmneeoiog Tmv eig AVTNV.
Kol ol ot yopaxthoeg ®al ol avoTnot.

"Onwe Sui 10 odpa 1o &vhpdTov eival dmaoaitnTa
1O TO YAURO ROl TO ELVOL RO TOL TR0 ArOUN QOO I%LaL
(10 nabéva &xel Tic dunéc tov ovolec nal Prtanivec),
groL nal duar 10 Zdpo the Exndnotoc. “Olou gival
amapaitntot. ‘O €vag CVUTANQMVEL TOV TVEVUATIROV
yoooarthoo toh dAlov not GAol efueda VroyeewUEvol
vo aveyduedo GxL LOvVOV TOV TVEVUATIXOV TOV
XOQORTHOO, BAAD GxOUn ROl TS GOVVarieES Tol Exel
oav avbowmoc.

Kot wdAwy Egyouat vou INTRom eilnoividg ouyyvounv
&mo Ehove, SiéTL ETéhunoa var yodyw. By eipat Evog
ATAOC HOVOYXOC ®AL TO EOYOV OV ELVALL VO TOOOTAOM,
600 umo®, vor amexdvmuot Tov Taholov dveommov
%ol vou fonBd tovg BAlove kol v Exxinoiav, uéom
T00 G0 dLt THC TEOOEVYTC.

AAMho Emeld) Epbaocav uéyol T £€EMUNTHOLE Wou
OMPepéc eidnoelg dwae v Ayiav ‘OpbodoEiav nag
gndveoo TOAY ral €0sonoa ®ald VO YA Yw adTo
oV Evolmba.

"Ac gvynBotue 6hot vo ddon 6 Beog v ydowv Tov
%o 0 ®oB€vac nog dg fondfon ug Tov T1edTOV TOU dLt
™v 86Eav i 'Exxinoiog pag.

Mg moAvv ogfaonov meog SAovg,

"Ev Ayiw "Opel 1 237 Tavovapiov, 1969

[Matolog wovaydg

AV ' b o

C’O oot t& BAovv ug Ty miotn dev mEémel VoL uag
toondLovv. Aev to patovv ue nac Ta falovv
ue 1oV ©ed. Kvptog 60 Ocog woieunoel vwéQ 00v. (Zoq.
e, 4:28) Kol dooul Tt BAlovv ug tov Oed ®dvouy
YrA@ES ®al ADTOYEAOLOTOLOTVTAL, GALL O B0 %Ol TO
NOKO TO YONOUOTTOLET YLO TO Ayado.
“Ayiog Iatorog 6 Ayropeitng
«Maprveieg IIpooxvvntdiv» B” topog, oeh. 359.
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Mikpég AARBEIES
Tod upaxepiorov Mnipomoiitov @lwpivg x. Avyovotivov
Kavriotn (+2010).

voamntol, meémel

v OUWOAOYNOOVUE
uto mxpo aABea. O
TLOTOL TOV &ywviCovTal
YL VO QO THOOVV TNV
"Op0080Ela glvar dAiyoL.
TO petua TO ueyaro »ot
| 10 AméaVTo ElvaLL EXETVO
oL owya-oyo Eyouvv
ATOUaRQUVOET GO THV
‘Opb6d0Eo mioT.

Ou d Eva AGyo, moV mOTE dEV TOV eima. OU TOV
7ETTE EYWLOTIXG, AAAG 0G¢c dive uia CuyaQud, Yo vou
Quyloete manddeg, deomotddeg nat GAO TOV ®ANEO
%ol Ghovg Tovg Beohdyove. ‘H Tuyoaplo avth ol
eiva; ITod eivot 1o yvoptopa tod mamd; No polevet
mpdoopa; No xdvel doaiec dxolovdieg; No #novtteL
XOUQLTWUEVO, ROL VO XONOTOAOYET GO ToU Eufwvog
%nol vor daxULovy 1o udtio ueQx®v decmovapimy
YL TOVC GTOYOOTIROVS TOV AoyLopovg; TTowd eivat
TO YvapLopua 1oY mand ®ol toh 0eond Ty 07 AvTO TU
dvoroha YOOV,

TO yvdowouo tod deomdtn ®al ToD mamd €ivol 1)
noyMmTréTne, N mapoenoia. Elval éxeivo mob eime 6
améotohog I[Mathog, 8t «Oi OéAovtes evoefs v év
Xotot® ‘mood Stwybricovraw. (B” Ty 3:12).

"Av Oglte mamd, Ov delte Beohdyo, Gv OeTte UNTEOTOAITY
%O QLOYLETTLOROTTO TTOV OEV dLadxeTAL AAANDL BTOAAVEL THC
aydmme ®ol TS ExTiuoeme Shwy, ToTe EYEL EPOOUOYT
0 AGyog 10U XoLoto®: «Oval 6tav xaAdS VUaS eiTwot
aaviec ol dvlpwmor» (Aovx. 6:26) va. E€pete TOA
noAo 3Tl avTog 08V Padilel nalde.

"H av Aéyetar ‘Op0600Eog »al dev B€her va
AVTLUETMITIOEL TO QEDUA, TNV XLOVOOTIRAON aDTH TOU
nATEQYETAL YLOL VO dtadVoeL TOV ®6ono. ‘O mamdc 6
‘0p0660E0¢ maeL ®Ovtoa ue o pevuata. O Méyog
ABavdoloc Evac fto, AALL ®OATNOE 0TOVS BUOVC
T0V WS Athag 0ASGxANEN TV ‘Vpb0doEla. ‘'O Mapxoc
6 Edyevinog €vacg fto, dAAa Emiong ®pdtnoe ot
oo To 6AGnAnEN ™V ITiotn pog. ‘O iepog PiITLOC
To oo

"OMiyou eivat, GAAD 8BV VInder g T VOUUEQX, VIRAEL
ue v miot. Tt oo &Eitel Evag moTog Tamdc,
600 aE&itel Evac motog émlonomog, 6oo a&itel €vocg
TOTOS AEylemionomog, 600 AEltel Evag Aaix0Og ol
nio yuvoino dev aEitel OASnANE0C 6 VTOUVLAC. AoLTOV
vo. ul wroovueba didtL yivetal adth 1) Tpodooia Tig
ITiotemg uig deELt ®al GLELOTEQAC.

“Eva odic ovviotd. M) nod Aéte, 8tL 00TOC €lvoL
#ahGg, 00TOC £ival OeohEyog omovdatog, 0HTOC RAVEL
SroherTiny, avtog dvolge axradnuio tod ITAGTwvog ®al
Gua 1oV drovoelg eivat Bodual... Métonoé tov v &gl
uio omiBa émo 10 Mdapxo tov Edyevirnd, av €yel uio
ontiBa &mo Tov iepd PiTLo, OV Exel wio omiBa God TOV
Knoovhdpio, av &yel uio omitba &mo tov IamovAdxo
(6 ayodupuotog adtog otdOnxre dmévavit OAGrAneov
10U ®OOUOV).

To Aéyw adta Exwv énlyvmon the 0€oedc uov g
“EMAnvog ral dg €mordmov €xovTog tepdoTtio 00UV,
Elueba €towwol to mavta vo Bvowdomueyv. ToAud,
fowg yor tedevtaio popd &xd ToD PRUOTOS AVTOD,
va td: “Oool dyamdte 10 XpLotd, 600t Ayandte TV
"Exxinoia, &xovue thv [Tavayio pall pog, £xovue wall
ue Ghovg Exelvoug mov AymvioTnray ®al Gywvitovral
v v ‘'Op06d0Eo ITiot pog.

“Ocol gival ug T dudfolro, v #GTo0VV RATM, VAL
#helooVY TO 0TERATA TOVS. AldTL SLdfolog etvar 1) dethio
TV, didforoc eival i deleaotindtng Twv, didforog
T EMYELONUATA TWVY, TOV INTOVV v Puyodvouy
uio yovgpto évopwmmwy ol 6moiol facavitovial rol
Tvoavviobvial xaot ditdxroviar ywr thv Iliotn tod
XpLotob poc.

CE T D

I Ev taic Nuéoalc éxeivaic 0éher €lo0e nioog,
@B6vog, pLrhovewrtal, udyal gig T Kowopia

ué€xor @ovoyv, moavtwg xal &v tals Aavoalg
idtopovBuiat...

"Ex tiic »axiog 100 €vOg mEog TovV dAlov rol Sl
0 67Tl ueMbnoav ol Tepoi Kavoves aAla xal
ol mvevuatTixol aydvee, BELovv mpoyeLpiteobat
NYOUVUEVOL KOl TOLUEVES AVTMOV AVOQEESC AOOXLUOL
aEeTHC, AmTLOTOL BATEOXOTOL, AVOPELETS, BYQOTXOL,
) dranpivovtes Thv OeELav 600V €% THS AELOTEQAC,
QUEAETS ®OL GLOVVTELETS, PLAOUEQLUVOL, %Ol TOG
dravoviag avoLd®de LETAYELQLEOUEVOL, TO TEWTETN
ug d®opa Gpmalovrtes xal EmeuPfalvovteg €igc TV
NYOVUEVIALY U YLYVAOROVTES HOTNYETY KAl VOVOETETV
TO TOUVIOV THS AOEAPATNTOC Al W) YVWwEILovTeg
8T elval adtol TUmoc xal mapddeuyo deelelog eic
TOVUC An0AOVBODVTAC THV AEETNV ROl U VOODVTES BTL
avtol 0o dwowaory Aoyo td Oe® év Huépa Koloewg
VITEQ TOU TOLUVIOV VTOV.

Ex 0t 1th)c Totavtne duehelog ®ol ®ATOU@QOVHOEWS
TV TOWEVWY dtoroDvral. MéLAovoly 6 xoAdLeoba
0V WOVOoV ol AueAelc xal 0aBvuoLl, GAAO %ol ol
EYRQATEIC RAUL EVAQETOL AOEAPOL.

ABpa Movoéng tod Aibiomog
«Aaipovdgorov 1o Ilahorov», oeh. 78-79
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A PROPHESY OF FUTURE

LAWLESSNESS
By St. Anatoly the Younger (+1922) [Optina Monastery].

Heretics will seize power over the Church.

And from that heresies will spread everywhere and
deceive many people. The enemy of the human race will
act with cunning in order to draw into heresy, if possible,
even the elect.

He will not begin by crudely rejecting the dogmas of the
Holy Trinity, the divinity of Jesus Christ and the virtue of
the Theotokos, but he will begin imperceptibly to distort
the teachings and statutes of the Church and their very
spirit, handed down to us by the Holy Fathers through the
Holy Spirit.

Few will notice these wiles of the enemy, only those more
experienced in the spiritual life. Heretics will seize power
over the Church and will place their servants everywhere; the
pious will be regarded with contempt. He (the Lord) said,
by their fruits ye shall know them, and so, by their fruits,
as well as by the actions of the heretics, strive to distinguish
them from the true pastors.

These are spiritual thieves, plundering the spiritual flock,
and they will enter the sheepfold (the Church), climbing up
some other way, using force and trampling upon the divine
statutes. The Lord calls them robbers (cf. Jn 10:1). Indeed,
their first task will be the persecution of the true pastors,
their imprisonment and exile, for without this it will be
impossible for them to plunder the sheep.

Therefore, my son, when you see the violation of patristic
tradition and the divine order in the Church, the order
established by God, know that the heretics have already
appeared, although for the time being they may conceal
their impiety, or they will distort the Divine Faith imper-
ceptibly, in order to succeed better in seducing and enticing
the inexperienced into the net.

The persecution will be directed against not only pastors
but against all servants of God, for all those ruled by heresy
will not endure piety. Recognize these wolves in sheep’s
clothing by their proud dispositions and love of power. They
will be slanderers, traitors, everywhere sowing enmity and
malice; therefore the Lord said that by their fruits you will
know them. True servants of God are humble, love their
neighbor and are obedient to the Church.

Monastics will be greatly oppressed by the heretics and mo-
nastic life will be scorned. Monasteries will become scarce,
the number of monastics will decline, and those who remain
will endure violence. These haters of monastic life, however,
having only the appearance of piety, will strive to attract
the monks to their side promising them protection and
worldly goods, and threatening those who oppose them
with expulsion.

These threats will cause great despair among the faintheart-
ed, but you, my son, rejoice that you have lived until that
time, for then the faithful who have not shown any other
virtues, will receive crowns merely for standing firm in the
faith, according to the word of the Lord (cf. Mt 10:32).

Fear the Lord, my son. Fear to lose the crown prepared (for
you), fear to be cast by Christ into the outer darkness and
eternal torment. Stand bravely in the faith, and if necessary,
endure persecution and other sorrows, for the Lord will be
with you... and the holy martyrs and confessors, they will
look upon you and your struggle with joy.

But woe to the monks in those days who will be bound
with possessions and riches, who because of love of peace
will be ready to submit to the heretics. They will lull to sleep
their conscience, saying, “We are preserving and saving the
monastery and the Lord will forgive us.” The unfortunate
and blind ones do not at all consider that through heresy
the demons will enter the monastery and then it will no
longer be a holy monastery, but merely walls from which
grace will depart.

God, however, is mightier than the enemy, and He will
never leave His servants. True Christians will remain until
the end of this age, only they will choose to live in secluded,
deserted places. Do not fear sorrows, rather fear pernicious
heresy, for it strips us of grace and separates us from Christ.
This is why the Lord commanded us to consider the heretic
as a pagan and a publican.

And so my son, strengthen yourself in the grace of Jesus
Christ. Hasten to confess the faith, to endure suffering as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ (cf 2 Tim 2:13), Who has said,
Be faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. (Rev
2:10). To Him, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be honor,
glory, and dominion unto the ages of ages. Amen.

he suffering and misfortune that the Lord allows to fall
on the righteous is not the work of evil but a medicine,
both for the righteous themselves and for those around them
who understand that their suffering is sent from God for
their good. The suffering that comes from the attacks of evil
spirits on man, or as a consequence of sin, is evil. But the
suffering that God allows to fall on men, in order to cleanse
them completely from sin, pluck them out from under the
devil’s tyranny and bring them close to Himself - this purify-
ing suffering neither comes from evil or is in itself evil, but
is from God and for the good of men. 7z is good for me that I
have been in trouble, that I may learn Thy statutes (Pss 118:71),
says the discerning King David.
St. Nikolai Velimirovich
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ST. JOSEPH THE HESYCHAST

By Elder Ephraim of Philotheou and Arizona, from “My Elder: Joseph
the Hesychast and Cave-dweller,” Saint Anthonys Greek Orthodox
Monastery (2013), pp. 663-671.

His Legacy

Our Holy Elder Joseph was a poor hermit who lived

in caves far from society, yet he became one of the
Church’s most influential figures of the twentieth century
by kindling a revival of the Jesus prayer—a prayer he rec-
ommended for both monastics and laymen. He was not
interested in cleaning the outside of the cup (cf. Mt 23:25 &
Lk 11:39) but worked at the internal cleansing of his heart.
Geronda ploughed deeply with his labors and ascesis. He
sowed plentifully with unceasing prayer and theoria. He
watered abundantly through streams
of sweat and floods of tears. And he
didn’t despair waiting for the harvest,
but patiently endured all his internal
and external trials.

However, the fruit of his labors
appeared primarily after his repose.
Except a grain of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone; but if
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. (Jn
12:24). In other words, after he died
his labors began to blossom. What
was this blossoming? His spiritual
children. Geronda tilled, sowed, and
watered, and we, his children, have
entered into his labors. We are merely
harvesting the fruits of that heavenly
man. His disciples inherited abun-
dant grace, which attracted many
people to them.

When Geronda went to the Holy
Mountain in 1921, there were 5,500 monks there. When he
reposed in 1959, there were only half as many. Not only was
the population decreasing dramatically, but also the average
age was significantly higher. In other words, the few monks
remaining were decrepit old men for the most part. Young
monks were not coming, and the old ones were dying off.
Thus in 1971, there were only 1,145 monks left—a mere
fifth of what the population had been just fifty years earlier.
The situation had become so alarming that many people
thought that monasticism would soon disappear from the
Holy Mountain.

Things started turning around when Geronda’s disciples
began repopulating the monasteries of the Holy Moun-
tain. Many well-educated young men, yearning for noetic
prayer, gathered around Geronda’s disciples and formed
large brotherhoods. Because of the large size and good

reputation of these brotherhoods, they were asked to move
into the monasteries, which had only a few old monks liv-
ing in them. Thus the brotherhood of Papa-Haralambos
repopulated Dionysiou Monastery, the brotherhood of Fr.
Joseph the Cypriot repopulated Vatopedi Monastery, and
my disciples repopulated the monasteries of Philotheou,
Xeropotamou, Konstamonitou, and Karakallou. [Note:
Elder Ephraim was also asked by the Governing Council
of the Holy Mountain to repopulate the monastery of
the Great Lavra, but he declined.] Moreover, Geronda’s
disciples have repopulated and established dozens of wom-
en’s monasteries with hundreds of monastics throughout
Greece, Cyprus, the United States, and Canada. Mean-
while, the laymen who are grandchildren, great-grandchil-
dren, and great-great-grandchildren of “Pappou” Joseph
number in the thousands.

What is even more amazing is that
Geronda himself foresaw this renew-
al. Once, when we were still at the
Small Skete of St. Anne, a layman
# from Ouranoupolis, named John
Bitsios, came to visit him. He loved
Geronda very much, because Geron-
da had helped him. After speaking
briefly with Geronda, he saw his three
disciples working (Fr. Joseph the Cy-
priot, Papa-Haralambos, and me) and
asked: “How nice! Geronda, are these
young monks your disciples?”

Geronda paused for a moment.
Then he smiled and replied with a
twinkle in his eye: “You see these
young monks? They will take over
the Holy Mountain! He foresaw our
future, and that is why he told us to
separate after his death so that each
one of us could form our own large brotherhood. [Note:
Elder Sophrony, who came to the Holy Mountain a decade
after Elder Joseph did, witnessed the same decline and wrote:
“Noetic work, which constitutes the core of genuine mo-
nastic life, is now at an extreme low.”].

Furthermore, there has also been a spiritual reawakening
due to Elder Joseph. In his days, a spiritual drought pre-
vailed; no one was interested in noetic prayer. Nowadays,
though, so many people come to us, his disciples, and say:
“We read the letters of Elder Joseph and were deeply moved.
Tell us about noetic prayer. Teach us how to pray.” Thus,
Geronda continues to inspire people around the world
through his letters that have been translated into almost a
dozen different languages.

I can say authoritatively that if it weren’t for Geronda,
almost no one on the Holy Mountain today would be oc-
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cupying himself with noetic prayer. As my spiritual brother,

Fr. Joseph the Cypriot, said:
The spiritual renewal on the Holy Mountain—may
my fellow Athonites allow me to put it like this—is
largely due to Geronda. Back then, Mount Athos was
decaying, and the inner spiritual work of monasticism,
which constitutes genuine theology, was neglected. If
this spiritual work is flourishing on the Holy Moun-
tain, it is primarily due to Elder Joseph the Hesychast
and Cave-dweller, whose immense impetus brought
back to the Athonite environment the true mean-
ing and continuation of the theology of St. Gregory
Palamas.

Professor Georgios Mantzaridis also realized the significant

impact of Geronda on Athonite monasticism and wrote:
Elder Joseph was a simple and humble monk who,
through his austere ascesis and silence, left traces of his
presence very clearly at the Holy Mountain. If we have
a new flowering of Athonite monasticism today, this is
due to a certain extent to Elder Joseph the Hesychast.

Today many writings of the holy Fathers about noetic prayer
have been published, and many monastics and laymen thirst
for it. Unfortunately, though, now that we have this flower-
ing of interest in noetic prayer, Geronda is gone. If Geronda
were alive now, he would be swarmed by pilgrims! This is
because he was the only worker of noetic prayer and because
many more pilgrims visit the Holy Mountain nowadays. But
Geronda is gone, and no one has reached his level. Who,
today, can keep vigil in prayer all night every night, weeping
not for just himself but for the entire world? Who can do his
kind of ascesiss Who can pray and weep as he did?

One day when we were still at the Small Skete of St. Anne,
Geronda came out of his cell after his vigil. I don’t know
what lofty state of grace he had just experienced, but he
looked up to the sky, raised his arms up in the air; and
exclaimed with tears running down his face: “Oh, my dear
God! There is so much treasure; there are so many riches,
but there is no one to inherit them! All T have 75 two young
monks.”

At the time, I was just an infant in terms of my spiritual
growth, and I couldn’t fathom or grasp the deep mean-
ing of what Geronda was saying. But now I understand.
After all, he would say the Jesus prayer noetically for seven
or eight hours while keeping his nous within his heart.
Can you imagine how much grace of the Holy Spirit, how
much divine illumination, how much Uncreated Light he
experienced?

What were the riches he was talking about? The riches of
the grace of the Holy Spirit. He once described these riches
as follows:

The waves of revelations amaze my mind; my tongue
grows numb and cannot speak, unable to utter the

words in time. The noetic siphons gush forth dew in
torrents—however, there is but little soil in our days.
The riches of our Lord are many, but unfortunately
there are few heirs. To inherit them requires a bloody
struggle, but here there is only laziness. Thus I am
compelled to open the ducts unto the world; for there
is hope that pure souls will receive the word, and then I
shall receive the reward of love. So listen to my words,
lend me your ears.

Even though for years Geronda could not find heirs for
his riches, later in life he said to Gero-Arsenios:

Arsenios, now I can be at rest and say to the Lord:
Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace. (Lk 2:29).
We lived such a hard life together; we even shed blood
to find God within. Yet my constant grievance all
these years was this: Many people spent time with us;
benefitted, and left, unable, however, to follow our
spiritual work. I thought that I would depart with this
grievance. But look; now in my old age God brought
these young monks. Mark my words: The entire Holy
Mountain will rely on these monks.
His Sanctity
Ider Joseph is an exceptional phenomenon in these con-
temporary days of spiritual poverty, and his life emits
the fragrance of sanctity. The providence of God arranges
that there will be such heroes in every generation so that
there will always be inspiring examples. Although reading
the lives of saints who lived centuries ago is also a source
of inspiration, having a contemporary example is much
more inspiring.

People sometimes wonder: “Is it possible to live the gos-
pel in modern times? Is it really possible today to live a
lofty spiritual life?” They sometimes think that the answer
to these questions is “no,” and they become discouraged.
After all, times are constantly changing, and living a pure
life is becoming more and more difficult. But thanks to
God’s providence, spiritual giants like Elder Joseph confirm
that indeed Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. (Heb 13:8).

Papa-Ephraim of Katounakia had this to say about Geronda:
Elder Joseph was a spiritual giant and a teacher of noetic
prayer taught by God. His love for our dear Panagia
was unmatched. For her sake he patiently endured ev-
erything, and it was from her that he received the great
charisma of prayer of the heart. He was counted worthy
of seeing her many times in his temporal but angelic
life. Alas! Where are people like him nowadays to tell
you heavenly words full of grace? His pure heart said
the prayer without ceasing: Lord Jesus Christ; have mercy
on me, and the Holy Spirit was upon his head.

I believe that Elder Joseph reached higher levels
than St. Silouan the Athonite—much higher, in fact.
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Nowadays there are no figures like him anymore; he
was the last one.

People have told me to write to the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate that Elder Joseph was a saint. I told them, “We shall not
do that. God will do that, through the prayers of holy Elder
Joseph.” Other people will recommend that the Church ex-
amine whether these signs of sanctity are indeed divine signs
that he was a saint and should be canonized and celebrated.
We won’t make this suggestion ourselves, since they might
consider us biased as his spiritual children.

Nevertheless, our conscience tells us that he is a saint. Not
only does our conscience say this, but so does the conscience
of pious people throughout the world. This is manifest in
the faith with which they invoke his prayers, as well as in
the demand for his written counsels. It can also be seen in
the numerous icons of him that people everywhere have
painted. My spiritual brother, Fr. Joseph the Cypriot, has
already prepared a service for our Venerable and God-bearing
Father, Joseph the Hesychast.

Likewise, several others have also composed troparia for
him.

In Heaven

Now that Geronda is up in Heaven with the angels, he

sees things very clearly. He sees the beauty of heaven
that surpasses description, and he knows what hell is. He is
probably saying, “I wonder what my spiritual grandchildren
are doing?” and he is looking down to see. He was never idle
in this life, so he is not about to be idle now. He comes and
observes how we are working out our salvation. He provides
for us; he helps us; he prays for us; he visits our monasteries;
and he is constantly interceding with God so that we do not
fail. That is why the demons scream: “Joseph turned into a
ghost and goes to the monasteries to help them!”

He entreats God to take special care of us because he knows
that we don’t have his ascesis and aren’t at his spiritual level.
He sees the dangers we face; he sees our mistakes; he sees our
passions. He sees everything and begs God’s mercy for us.

For his prayers to be more effective, all we need is rever-
ence towards this great man. He left this life, yet he is alive
and grants us life and grace by visiting us and delivering
us—without our seeing him—from many evils that the
demons want to inflict on us. His prayers and his presence
rescue us miraculously from great harm, even though we
don’t realize where this help comes from. For example, once
in my sleep I saw three demons disguised as monks, and they
were approaching me in order to harm me. One of them
was about to kill me, but then Geronda stepped in front
and drove them away. When I woke up, I said to myself,
“This is Geronda’s protection.”

We are blessed to have such a contemporary intercessor in
Heaven. It is a great honor for us, a tremendous benefaction
from God. We are unworthy of this, and especially I, who

knew him first-hand. God counted me worthy of burying
him. It is a great blessing for a disciple to be counted worthy
of burying his elder, because in this manner he becomes
his successor. It is an honor for us to be blessed to have a
patristic inheritance from this man.

Now Geronda is in Heaven, in the sea of God’s Love, and
he is enjoying the reward of the labors of his ascetical life and
is receiving the consolation for his tears. He shed rivers of
tears not just for his own sins but also for the sins of many
people. He also shed tears of immense and unbounded love
for God our Father.

T

So this is my portrayal of my blessed elder. Geronda told

us many things about his life so that we would ponder
them and continually benefit from them. He left these true
stories to us as a spiritual inheritance from his labors, and now
I have passed them on to you. We must now take all these
examples from his life and make them our own as much as
we can. We must try to resemble him in his love for God and
man, and in his ascesis—primarily in terms of his spiritual
ascesis: through vigil, prayer, and chastity with a spiritually
enlightened mind. For since we have a spiritual kinship with
him, we have a sacred duty to follow in his footsteps as much
as we can. Geronda will be delighted if we try to imitate him;
even in a plain and simple manner.

We firmly believe that he has great boldness before God.
God took him so that he would intercede for us and prepare
a place for us. Let us invoke his prayers. Let us entreat him
to make us, too, experience a small part of the spiritual
states he had when he was in this life. May we also know
God as he knew Him. For this is our goal in life: to know
God and to be united with Him. It’s not just a matter of
believing in Him the way we do now, but we need to see
Him in another way—to see Him through the lens that
only people who have contact with Him can.

May Geronda’s intercessions help us to struggle alongside
him and have a little bit of his bravery and peace of con-
science so that we may depart from this life to the next life
painlessly and peacefully. He is waiting for us!

Cry out the prayer without ceasing. May God grant you
a blessed beginning! May it not abandon you, or rather,
may you not abandon the prayer—the life of the soul, the
breath of the heart, the sweet-scented springtime which
creates a spiritual spring in the struggling soul.

My children, prayer and humility are the all-powerful
weapons which we must keep continuously in our hands
with sleepless attentiveness, because these, with God’s help,
will give us the victory against the demons.

From “Counsels from the Holy Mountain”
The Letters and Homilies of Elder Ephraim
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GLORIFYING CHURCH SCHISM

By Fr. Zechariah Lynch; Fr Zechariah is an Orthodox priest in
Pueblo, Colorado, at the Archangel Michael Orthodox Church.

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ...” or we may now lament,
“O Constantinople, Constantinople!”
Once you were a defender of true Orthodoxy, and now
you have begun to promote worldly political agendas.
Once you preached the heavenly homeland, and now you
are grasping at earthly power!

Rise up! Not in defense of your own rights and powers
but rather in the humble defense of Truth and Orthodoxy.
Then we will gladly follow you!

My Grandmother is a full blooded Greek. My lineage on
this side goes back to Cappadocia where my ancestors lived
for ages (they left during the exchange of populace). It is a
great encouragement to know that many Greeks (including
my ancestors) stood like an anvil in Holy Orthodoxy under
the relentless hammer of Turkish Muslim rule.

Did they endure persecution, the seizure of property, and
even death for the Ecumenical Throne of Constantinople?
Or was it rather for the Truth of Holy Orthodoxy? Yes,
ultimately, it was for love of Christ Jesus and His Church,
Orthodoxy, that they endured.

Orthodox Greeks, do you not see your fellow Orthodox
brothers and sisters in Ukraine suffering valiantly, as once
did your ancestors? They have been persecuted by the Gov-
ernment forces, heretics, and radical nationalists. They have
lost church buildings, they have been forced out of homes,
they have been beaten—all for the same Holy Truth for
which your ancestors stood. Now, will you not stand with
your Orthodox brethren? Or will your own ancestors con-
demn you and your silence? Does not the blood of Christ
Jesus in Holy Communion bind all Orthodox together in
a manner greater than ethnic bloodlines (as great as they
may be)? Are we not all of the “Orthodox race” through
holy baptism?

With great grief and sadness I read the news that the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate (EP) intends to give the “Athenagoras
human rights” award to the schismatic and false “metro-
politan” Epiphany of the illegitimate “orthodox church of
Ukraine.” This act is endorsed by the Greek Archdiocese
of America and its Hierarch, Archbishop Elpidophoros,
together with a Jesuit like group called the “Archons.”

It seems now that all one has to do is “support the Ecu-
menical Patriarch” (with no questions asked) and one is
a human rights hero (does the EP now stand for all of
humanity too?).

I have no ill will towards the EP but the EP is not Or-
thodoxy, nor is it the sole standard thereof, nor a “first
without equals.” The EP is called, as every Patriarchate and
every Bishopric, to uphold the standard of Orthodoxy. This

standard is not directly equated with any one Patriarch or
Bishop. Every Patriarch, Bishop, Priest, Monk, and Laymen
is subject to the Gospel and Holy Orthodoxy. (Let one
recall the numerous times that the EP, and other Patriarch-
ates, have espoused heretical teaching.) The EP is currently
promoting a false “church” as a true one; this action is both
erroneous and detrimental to the True Church.

In a number of previous articles, I have outlined how
nefarious the false church in Ukraine is.

You shall know them by their fruits, says our Lord (Mt 7:16).
The testimony of the fruit of the false church in Ukraine,
which is supported by the EP, is that it is not Christian. Its
“hierarchs” are indeed wolves in sheep’s clothing, mercenar-
ies in pastoral garb.

Does the EP have the authority to override the Gospel?
Does it have the power to turn stones into children of Is-
rael? It does not. (Only true repentance can truly change a
man by grace.)

Why is a lie being promoted as truth? The claim is that “In
Ukraine he (Mr. Epiphany) has already provided the Solo-
mon-like wisdom that was needed to reunify the Church,
return to Eucharistic unity, and establish it as an integral
member of the group of autocephalous Orthodox Churches
worldwide.”

This is a preposterous and outright deceptive claim; every
point in it is false. The facts are that Epiphany (and those
under him) has caused greater division and promoted per-
secutions; he has acted in an altogether unchristian manner.
May we now be heathen in vestments as long as we work
“as a defender of the religious freedoms of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate ...”? What does it say of such “freedoms” when
it enlists false christians to defend it?

Has the EP replaced Christ the Lord as the standard of
Holy Orthodoxy and the Head of the Church? Has the
goal of maintaining the perceived honor and prestige of the
EP replaced the true Christian vocation of being a humble
servant of Christ the Lord and His Church?

A dispute also arose among the disciples as to which of them
.. was the greatest. And Jesus said to them, “The kings of the
Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority
over them are called benefactors. But not so with you. Rather,
let the greatest among you become the youngest, and the leader
as one who serves.” (Lk 22:24-26).

The giving of this “award” to the false “Metropolitan”
Epiphany is an absolute disgrace and travesty. How can an
uncanonical “Bishop” with an illegitimate “ordination” who
heads a “church” that actively persecutes (with violent acts)
the long-standing true and canonical Ukrainian Orthodox
Church be given a “human rights” award from an Orthodox
Patriarch?

The Scripture says, If anyone says “I love God,” and hates
his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother
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whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. (1
Jn 4:20).

Are we so in love with our own selves that the Scriptures
are no longer relevant? Are we simply going to praise white-
washed tombs because they serve worldly political agendas
and aggrandizement? Will we be silent as true Christians
suffer and false ones are exalted? Woe to us if we lose our
salt, for we will be trampled underfoot even in our pretty
vestments. Woe to us when we call evil good. And such an
action is calling that which is evil—schism, division, and
persecution—good. Or as another priest has already said,
“somehow this looks completely demonic.”

Those that promote and agree with these actions are in fact
participators in them. They themselves are also facilitators
of the persecution of the True Church in Ukraine; their
hands are also stained with blood. The entering into unity
with a schismatic group means that there is a communing
of the same spirit.

The glorifying of schismatics is heresy.

Will other Orthodox Hierarchs (around the world, but most
of all in America where the award is to be given) speak against
this new machination of the EP? Will we stand with the true
Hierarch of Ukraine, His Beatitude, Metropolitan Onuphry?
Will Orthodox Greeks honor their laudable ancestry and heri-
tage by speaking out in defense of their true Orthodox brethren
in Ukraine? Or will they become like new Turks: participators
in the active persecution of fellow Orthodox?

Wtb the “rationale” for accepting the Tomos of “Au-
tocephaly” of the Schismatic Church of Ukraine, we
are in danger of possibly also being led in the future to the
sacramental acceptance of Papism and other heresies without
the fundamental conditions of repentance and the renuncia-
tion of their dogmatic delusions, something that Ecumenism
attempts today, not only in theory but already in practice.
So we wonder, essentially, whether the spiritual institutions
within our Church have begun to “function” devoid of their
spiritual foundation. We wonder whether in recent decades a
“new ethos” has been introduced with the hidden aspiration to
become the habitual ethos also in customary law, which will
undermine the Canonical Tradition of the Church. Histori-
cally, we know that when such a mentality was consolidated
in the West, the Western Church was led to Papism—with
all its dogmatic deviations—and ended up cut off from the
One and only Church.
Dr. DemetriosTselengidis
Professor of Dogmatic Theology at the University of
Thessaloniki, from his letter to the Holy Synod of Greece
about the Ukrainian Schismatic Church

A PRAYER OF REPENTANCE
By Rev. Joe Wright.

his prayer burst into the public consciousness back in

January of 1996, when the Rev. Joe Wright, senior pastor
of the 2,500-member Central Christian Church in Wichita,
was invited to deliver the opening prayer at a session of the
Kansas House of Representatives. On that occasion he offered
the following “Prayer of Repentance:”

Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgive-
ness and seek your direction and guidance.

We know your Word says, “Woe to those who call evil good,”
but that’s exactly what weve done.

We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and inverted our values.

We confess that we have ridiculed the absolute truth of your
Word and called it moral pluralism.

We have worshipped other gods and called it multiculturalism.

We have endorsed perversion and called it an alternative life-
style.

We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.

We have neglected the needy and called it self-preservation.

We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare.

We have killed our unborn and called it choice.

We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable.

We have neglected to discipline our children and called it build-
ing esteemn.

We have abused power and called it political savvy.

We have coveted our neighbors’ possessions and called it ambi-
tion.

We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and
called it freedom of expression.

We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers
and called it enlightenment.

Search us O God and know our hearts today; try us and see if
there be some wicked way in us; cleanse us from every sin and
set us free.

Guide and bless these men and women who have been sent here
by the people of Kansas, and who have been ordained by you, to
govern this great state.

Grant them your wisdom to rule and may their decisions direct
us to the center of your will. I ask it in the name of your son, the
living savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Rev. Wright read the prayer at the opening of the legislature
on January 23, 1996 and then departed, unaware of the ruckus
he had created until his church secretary called him on his car
phone to ask him “what he had done.” His prayer had appar-
ently “offended” a great number of House Democrats, some
of whom characterized his prayer as a “message of intolerance”
and one that “reflects extreme and radical views.”

This took place in 1996. One cannot help but wonder: what
would they do or say nowadays?
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MODERN MAN’S SECULAR SPIRIT

AND ATHONITE HOLINESS

By St. Taisios the Athonite, excerpt from ‘Athonite Fathers and
Athonite Matters,” a concise recount of many fathers of Mount Athos
who were holy people, who were alive (or recently reposed) around the
time when Elder Paisios was beginning his monastic journey (more

specifically, probably during the 1950s and 1960s).

am much troubled by my conscience for not having kept

detailed notes about the virtuous fathers who lived in these
latter days, and about whom I was told by devout elders when
I was a mere beginner as a monk. As I am also troubled at my
great negligence for not retaining, even in my memory, all the
divine events which these holy elders experienced and told
me about in their simplicity, to help me spiritually.

The fathers of those days had great faith and simplicity.
Although most of them were basically illiterate, they, never-
theless, received constant divine enlightenment because of
their humility and zeal for spiritual combat. While, in our
own days, knowledge has increased, unfortunately, logic has
shaken people’s faith from the foundations and filled their
souls with questions and doubts. So, it is only natural that
we should be deprived of miracles, because miracles are ex-
perienced and cannot be explained by logic.

This terribly secular spirit which prevails in modern man,
who has turned his entire attention towards living better, with
greater ease and less effort, has, unfortunately, affected most
spiritual people; they, too, are also attempting to become
saints with less effort—but it can never happen, because #he
saints gave blood and received spirit. While we rejoice now at
the great shift towards the holy fathers and monasticism, and
admire the worthy young people who dedicate themselves
with high ideals, at the same time, we hurt because we see
all this good material not finding the appropriate spiritual
leaven; hence, this spiritual dough does not rise and ends up
like unleavened bread.

In the old days, even only twenty years ago, simplicity still
abounded in the Garden of the Mother of God. The fragrance
of simplicity of the fathers drew God-fearing people like bees
and nourished them, while, they, in turn, transmitted this
spiritual blessing to others for their benefit. Wherever you
went, very simple stories of miracles and heavenly events were
heard, because the fathers considered them perfectly natural.

Living in this spiritual atmosphere of grace, it never oc-
curred to you to doubt what you heard, because you were
living part of it yourself. Neither would it ever occur to you
to make notes of these heavenly events, nor retain them in
your memory for coming generations, because you thought
that this patristic way of living would continue. How could
anyone have known that in a few years most people would
become deformed by too much education—since they are
being taught in the spirit of atheism and not in that of God,

which can sanctify external education, too—and faithlessness
will reach such a point that miracles will be considered fairy-
stories from bygone days? Naturally, when the doctor is an
atheist, however many tests he performs on a saint with his
scientific equipment (X-rays and so on), he will not be able
to discern the grace of God. Whereas if he, too, has holiness
in him, he will see divine grace radiating.

To give a more vivid picture of grace so that readers can
better understand the patristic spirit that reigned a few years
ago, I felt it would be a good thing to refer to cases of simple
elders of that time as living examples.

When I was a beginner at the Monastery of Esphigmenou,
I was told by the God-fearing Elder Dorotheos that an elder
of great simplicity used to come to help at the monastery
infirmary. He thought that the Ascension, the feast which the
monastery celebrates, was a great saint, like Saint Barbara,
and when he prayed with his komboskini he used to say Saint
of God, intercede for us! One day, a sickly brother had arrived
at the infirmary and since there wasn’t any nutritious food
there, the elder hurried down the steps leading to the cellar,
stretched his hand out of a window overlooking the sea and
said, Saint Ascension, please give me a little fish for the brother.
What a miracle! A large fish leapt out into his hand. He took
it quite naturally, as if nothing had happened, and happily
went off to prepare it so as to strengthen the brother.

The same elder told me of another father (Pachomios, I
think), who had gone to Kapsala to live in stricter ascesis and
had reached great spiritual heights. One day, one of the fathers
of the monastery put aside two fish which he cleaned, in order
to go and see him and offer them to him as a blessing. As he
was cleaning them, however, a raven suddenly snatched up
one of the fish and took it to Father Pachomios in Kapsala (a
distance of five and a half hours on foot). Father Pachomios
had received information from God about the brother’s visit
and just as he was wondering what to treat him to, the raven
dropped the fish. Later, when the brother came and heard
about this, he also glorified God, Who, in our own times,
also feeds His people through a raven, as He did the Prophet
Elijah.

A few years ago, there lived an elder, Fr. Charalambos, at the
Monastery of Koutloumousiou. He was very simple but also
a man of “great violence,” not only in his spiritual duties, but
also in his monastic tasks. A most willing man in all things,
Father Charalambos would have done most jobs, because in
his day only a few old fathers remained in the monastery. He
was also assigned at the Library, but was removed from this
task because he would never lock the door. He used to say:
“Let people read the books.” It never even occurred to him
that there are also people who steal books. He was of great
purity and simplicity.

Apart from his many monastic tasks, he even planted trees
as well for future generations, because he believed that the
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Monastery of Koutloumousiou would once again be filled with
monks. While his hands were forever at work for others, his
mind and heart were working at his spiritual duties, through
the unceasing prayer Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy
upon me. He was always first for the services. He actually di-
rected one of the choirs which are on either side of the church.
And when the canonarch was going across to the other choir
to intone to them, Father Charalambos would say the Jesus
Prayer very rapidly, so as not to interrupt his unceasing prayer.

And so he lived, very hard-working and very spiritual, without
ever letting up. Unfortunately, a terrible dose of flu knocked
him off his feet, and the doctor told the fathers not to leave
his side, because his life would soon end. Father Charalambos
heard him from under the bedclothes and answered: What are
you talking about? I am not dying till Pascha comes so I can
say Christ is Risen.

Indeed, about two months went by and Pascha came. He
said Christ is risen, received Communion and then rested in
peace. The simple elder, so full of philotimo, had really become
a child of God and together with God had arranged the date
of his death.

In the Skete of Iveron, Elder Nicholas of the Markiani Broth-
erhood told me about a father who also had childlike simplic-
ity; once, when their well had dried up, he let down an icon
of Saint Nicholas into the dry shaft with the rope tied to the
ring and said: “Saint Nicholas, you come up together with the
water, if you want me to light the icon lamp for you; you can
do it. You see, so many people come and we don't even have
some cold water to give them.”

What a miracle! The water gradually began to rise and the
icon of the saint floated on the top until he was able to hold
it in his hands, kiss it reverently and take it into the church.
(This happened some fifty years ago.)

In the same skete, a little higher up from this hut, there is
the Cell of the Holy Apostles, where two brothers now live.
Elder Pachomios also belonged to this brotherhood; one could
clearly detect the holiness radiating on his face. The elder was
very simple and completely illiterate but full of grace. When
he came to the central church of the skete for the service
on feast days, he never sat on a stasidi, but always remained
standing, saying the Jesus Prayer, even during all-night vigils.
Whenever anyone asked him what point had been reached
in the service, he would reply: “The Psalters, the fathers are
reading the Psalters.”

He called everything Psalters. He knew absolutely nothing
about chanting, apart from Christ is Risen, which he chanted at
Pascha. He was always willing to do the will of others, without
having any will of his own.

No matter how many worries you had, you needed only to
look at Father Pachomios and they would go away. Everyone
loved him, even the snakes, which trusted him and didn’t slither
off when they saw him. There were a lot of snakes in the area

around the hut, because there was water there. The other two
fathers were very afraid of the snakes, but Father Pachomios
would go near them with a smile, pick them up and put them
outside the fence.

One day, when he was hurrying to the hut of the Markiani
Brotherhood, he came across a large snake in his path. He
wrapped it round his waist like a belt, so that he could finish
what he had to do first and then put it outside their grounds.
Father James took fright at the very sight of it, which made
Father Pachomios wonder.

He later told me: “I don’t know why they are afraid of snakes.
There is our own Father Andrew, who is even afraid of scorpi-
ons! I just scoop them up in the palms of my hands from the
walls and throw them outside the hut. Now that my hands
tremble so much with Parkinson’s disease I just drag the big
snakes outside.”

I asked the elder: “Why don’t the snakes bite you, Father
Pachomios?”

He answered: “Christ writes on a piece of paper somewhere
that if you have (the) Faith, you can pick up snakes and scor-
pions and they will not harm you.”

This saintly elder had rested in the Lord on October 22, 1967,
one year before Elder Tychon passed away. I shall write later
about him, as well as about other righteous fathers who strove
with philotimo in the Garden of Our Most Holy Lady and
were purified with the aid of the Good Mother, the Pure Vir-
gin. They became soldiers of Christ, conquered their passions,
and exterminated the enemy, the devil. These “Commandos”
of our Church have been crowned by Christ with an incor-
ruptible crown.

I knew many of them at first hand, but unfortunately have
not imitated them, which is why I am now so far behind them.
I wish with all my heart that those who read about their godly
exploits will imitate them and also beg them to pray for me,
wretched Paisios.

Lapostle says, no one can see God (cf. Heb 12:14). For the
Lord, who is more than holy and beyond all purity, will not
appear to an impure person. Just as he who loves father or
mother, daughter or son (cf. Mt 10:37) more than the Lord
is unworthy of Him, so is he who loves anything transient
and material. Even more unworthy is the person who chooses
foul and fetid sin in preference to love for the Lord; for God
rejects whoever does not repudiate all filthiness: Corruption
does not inberit incorruption. (1 Cor. 15:50).
St. Theognostos
“The Philokalia,” vol. 2; Faber and Faber, pg. 375
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ON THE ECUMENIST POST-

PATRISTIC THEOLOGY

By Elder Athanasios Mitilinaios (+2006), from one of his homilies in
November 1982, translated from Greek by Constantine Zalalas. This
article has been circulated in many websites and periodicals in Greece;
many have commented on the elder’s prophetic gift based on this.

he Antichrist will officially declare the commencement of

a new age on earth which will succeed the Christian age
possibly creating a third covenant. We have the Old Testament,
the New Testament, and he will most likely create a third testa-
ment. This cacodox dogma about a third covenant is very old.
Saint Gregory the Theologian even refers to this. Do not let
this surprise you because it is nothing more than what we are
witnessing in our days.

What is the nature of this third covenant, this third testament?
It is the widespread perception, cultivated excessively in our
days about an antiquated Christianity. This perception flour-
ishes among secular Christian circles and worldly people with
an ecumenist mentality. These secular and ecumenist church
leaders claim that traditional Christianity is antiquated and
bankrupt. It does not offer anything to the heart of the modern
man. It needs to be modified. The old traditional Christianity
is somehow powerless. Therefore, according to these modern
Christian minds it is necessary to create a new dimension and
in reality, a third covenant.

As we mentioned, this state already exists. Besides, what else
did the Prophet Daniel mean when he wrote, He will think
to change times and law. He will alter the law of God. This is
the third covenant. The Church Fathers and the Saints of the
Church will be out of season and considered very old fashioned.
In much sadness, we may ask, could the Antichrist be reigning
in Christian nations as we are speaking? Saint John Chrysostom
refers to something to this effect. This does not refer to the final
Antichrist because Saint Cyril of Jerusalem already said, God
forbid! The secular Christian nations will serve as agents and
servants of the Antichrist.

In Orthodox Christian lands, we are not immune to heretical
ecumenist clergy hidden behind high chairs. They can be bish-
ops, patriarchs, archimandrites, and members of the Masonic
Lodges who often make their neo-Orthodox heresy very public.
They go on to claim that the holy canons are out of season,
inapplicable. The Rudder of Saint Nicodemos is meaningless
and worthless. Fasting should be abrogated and abstinence is
reminiscent of the dark ages. They claim that we live in a new
era and we must see our youngsters in a different light. They
can co-habitate before marriage; they can lead their sexuality
freely, without any canonical repercussions and so on.

Since this spirit is prevalent today, even among Orthodox
clergy, is it not possible that the agents of the Antichrist are
also working in today’s Orthodoxy? Do we see now why God
has His Saints at every age and in every century? Simply to tell

the faithful that we cannot claim that the Saints are a thing
of the past and their teachings are inapplicable. God gives us
many Saints in each century. During the twentieth century,
we have many saints such as Saint Silouan, Saint Nektarios,
Saint John Maximovitch, Saint Nikolai Velimirovich, and so
many others. In Greece, Saint Nekrarios has been labeled the
Saint of our century, the twentieth century.

By the way, it is not by accident that the deluded Old Calen-
darist “Abbess” Magdalene, is blaspheming and cursing Saint
Neketarios. This is the reaction of Satan who is working through
this pitiable and demon-possessed woman. Our church was
forced to excommunicate this woman so I can speak freely
about her.

This is an indication that the Antichrist will not tolerate the
existence of Saints because he will maintain that sainthood is a
thing of the past, somewhat mythical and medieval and much
like the Gospel and such a Gospel cannot possibly produce
Saints. This is precisely why God will provide us with Saints
in every generation to shut the lips of those who like to speak
about an antiquated Gospel. Saint Ephraim the Syrian further
adds, “During those days (of the Antichrist) the faces of the
God loving Christians will be full of tears and they will be fer-
vently asking for God’s word. The people will be desperately
searching for an Orthodox sermon and the reply will be, there

is no such sermon anywhere.

Worldly stress is the result of worldly happiness, of worldly
pleasures and self-indulgence. Educated externally and
being full of anxiety, hundreds of people (even young children)
are driven to psychoanalysis and psychiatrists. New psychiatric
hospitals are being built and young psychiatrists go on for post-
graduate studies. Many of them do not even believe in God,
or accept the existence of the soul. How can these people help
the human soul, when they themselves are full of anxiety? How
can one feel truly comforted, if he does not believe in God and
in the true and eternal life after death?

When man grasps the deeper meaning of this true life, stress
goes away—divine consolation comes and he is healed... The
answer to our anxiety is not drugs, alcohol, tranquilizers or
psychiatric treatment. It will not be cured by Yoga or some new
age or eastern meditation practice. The problem is that we have
lost God as the center of our lives. Once we make our love of
God the primary focus of our lives and allow His grace to work
though us, then no matter what circumstance we encounter in
life we will be comforted and embraced in His love. All anxiety
disappears. This is the aim of the Orthodox way of life: to put
God first and seek the Holy Spirit. The anxieties of modern
life are only symptoms of our separation from God.

St. Paisios the Athonite
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WHO IS A HERETIC?

By Constantine Zalalas.

On the Sunday of the Fathers of the 4™* Ecumenical
synod, we commemorate the victory of Orthodoxy
over heretical and schismatic members, a title used by the
Orthodox Study Bible New Testament and Psalms on page
506. The Holy Fathers anathematized Dioskoros and Eu-
teches and all Monophysites from the Body of Christ and
articulated the Chalcedonian definition which affirms that
Christ is perfect God and perfect Man. The two distinct
natures were united in the one Person of Christ ( the person
of the Logos), without confusion, without change, without
division, and without separation. Without confusion and
change excludes any notion of Monophysitism. Without
division and separation defends and immunizes the faithful
against Nestorianism.

On this particular Sunday and in commemoration of
the 600 Holy Fathers the Church strategically chose the
Epistle Reading from the 3™ Chapter of Saint Paul’s letter
to Titus, verses 8 to 15, regarding heretical and schismatic
members, a heading used by the Orthodox Study Bible. I
will refer specifically to verse 10 which is correctly translated
by King James from the Greek, and I quote: «Aipetixov
avBowmov ueta uiav xai dSevtépay vovbeoiav maoaitov»,
A man who is a heretic after the first and second admonition
reject. (Tit 3:10).

The word heretic has been softened by the New English
translations due to political correctness perhaps or ecumen-
istic friendships and dialogues. The word heretic sounds a bit
“harsh” and “medieval,” so a new and softer term is mostly
used: a man who is divisive, or factious, or a man who loves
to argue. The Greek, however, cannot be changed; thus, the
Ecumenist hierarchs who recently preached on this verse
and posed the question: “Who is a heretic?” And proceed
to answer: “The Monophysites, the Protestants, and all our
non-denominational Christian brothers and sisters (of the
World Council of Churches)? No, they are not heretics,
they simply did not accept this or that Ecumenical Synod.
These are churches that did not accept the Fourth or Fifth or
Sixth, or some Ecumenical Synod. Heretics are the Jehovah’s
witnesses, the Mormons, and perhaps the Scientologists,
and the modern day adherents to Arianism.”

Tragically, this mindset is totally foreign and irreconcilable
to that of our Holy Fathers throughout Church history and
contradicts the Spirit of the Scriptures. Mormons, Jehovah’s
witnesses, and all adherents of Arianism who reject the Doc-
trine of the Trinity and the Incarnation of the Second Person
of The Holy Trinity are not at all Christians since they do not
believe in the Doctrine of Christ. According to Saint John
the Evangelist, Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not
the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father

also. (1 Jn 2:23). So an atheist is not only the person who
does not believe in the existence of God but he who does
not accept the God-Human Person of Christ. Saint John
repeats again in his Second Universal Epistle: Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath
not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath
both the Father and the Son. (2 Jn 1:9). The term heretic was
always applied to Christians who adulterated and betrayed
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. (Jude 1:3).

The filioque, the primacy and infallibility of the Popes,
created grace, are heretical teachings that adulterate and
betray the Orthodox Faith. Iconoclasm, the elimination of
all Holy Tradition, Sola Scriptura, the elimination of the
Holy Mysteries and especially of Divine Liturgy are terrible
heresies created by human reason, the same reason which
spawned the Reformation and divided Christianity into
thousands of pieces in the West.

As Orthodox Christians we respect all people, including
our enemies. We will help, feed and clothe anyone of our
needy neighbors regardless of creed. We will be careful not
to be divisive at work or in public and we can use the word
non-Orthodox if you will, in our missionary endeavours.
Saint Paul did precisely the same thing when he was teaching
in Athens. He was very respectful to the Athenian idolaters.
He called them God-fearing people, although his spirit was
churning inside from all the demonic energy of the Athe-
nian idols. There he was doing missionary work. But in his
aforementioned Epistle to Titus, he is doing pastoral work,
where he instructs his co-workers and future Bishops of the
Church. So there is a difference between missionary work,
and pastoral work. Pastoral work has to do with teaching
our own, with safeguarding our Orthodox people from
destructive heretical teachings and cacodoxies.

Saint Paul in the course of this Epistle, instructs Titus and
all his co-workers and likely future Bishops of the Church
that a man who is a heretic, after a first and second admo-
nition let him be. Do not spend months and years to try
convince him differently. The weed of heresy is a disease.
Elsewhere Saint Paul calls heresy gangrene that will overtake
the entire body if it is not cut off quickly. Unfortunately,
Papism, Protestantism, Monophysitism and Nestorianism
are not some benign customs but heretical teachings that
impede our good neighbors from reaching their God given
potential, robbing them from the potential of #heosis or
Holiness which is the highest privilege for a created being.
Be ye holy; for I am Holy. (1 Pet 1:16). Holiness cannot be
achieved without true faith (Orthodoxia) and true practice
(Orthopraxia).

We will close with the greeting of the Apostle of Truth
and Love: Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from
God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
the Father, and truth and love. (2 Jn 1:3).
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CHRISTIANS MUST WITNESS
THEIR FAITH, SPEAK UP, AND
RESIST EVIL

By St. Paisios the Athonite.

f Christians do not begin

to witness their faith, to
resist evil, then the destroy-
ers will become even more
insolent. But today’s Chris-
tians are no warriors. If the
Church keeps silent, to
avoid conflict with the gov-
ernment, if the metropoli-
tans are silent, if the monks
hold their peace, then who
will speak up?

The spirit of lukewarmness
reigns. There is no manliness
at all! We have been spoiled for good! How does God still tol-
erate us? Today’s generation is the generation of indifference.
There are no warriors. The majority are fit only for parades.

Godlessness and blasphemy are allowed to appear on televi-
sion. And the Church is silent and does not excommunicate
the blasphemers. And they need to be excommunicated.
What are they waiting for? Let us not wait for someone
else to pull the snake out from its hole so that we can live
in peace.

They are silent out of indifference. What is bad is that
even people who have got something inside have begun
to grow cool, saying: “Can I really do anything to change
the situation?” We have to witness our faith with boldness,
because if we continue to be silent we will have to answer
in the end. In these difficult days each must do what is in
their power. And leave what is out of their power to the will
of God. In this way our conscience will be clear.

If we do not resist, then our ancestors will arise from their
graves. They suffered so much for the Fatherland, and we?
What are we doing for it?...

If Christians do not begin to witness their faith, to resist
evil, then the destroyers will become even more insolent.
But today’s Christians are no warriors. If the Church keeps
silent, to avoid conflict with the government, if the metro-
politans are silent, if the monks hold their peace, then who
will speak up?...

Make War Against Evil

You see, if we do not begin to make war against evil, to ex-
pose those who tempt believers, then the evil will grow larger.
If we throw aside fear then the faithful will be emboldened
a bit. And those who wage war against the Church will have
a harder time.

Aicig:

PeIMiG

In the past our nation lived spiritually, so God blessed her,
and the saints helped us in miraculous fashion. And we were
victorious against our enemies, who always outnumbered us.
Today we continue to call ourselves Orthodox Christians, but
we do not live Orthodox lives...

Beware of Lukewarm Clergy
lukewarm clergy lulls the people to sleep, leaves them in
their former condition so they will not be upset. “Look”,
they say. “By all means do not say that there will be a war, or
the Second Coming, that one must prepare oneself for death.
We must not make people alarmed!”

And others speak with a false kindness, saying: “We must
not expose heretics and their delusions, so as to show our
love for them.” Today’s people are water-soluble. There is no
leaven in them.

If T avoid upsetting myself to protect my fleshly comfort
then I am indifferent to holiness! Spiritual meekness is one
thing, and softness and indifference are quite another. Some
say: “I am a Christian and therefore I have to be joyful and
calm.” But they are not Christian. They are simply indifferent.
And their joy is only a worldly joy.

He in whom these worldly seeds are present is no spiritual
person. A spiritual person consists of nothing but pain. In
other words, he is in pain at what is going on, he is in pain
for people’s condition. And divine comfort is bestowed upon
him for his pain.

B

It was said concerning Abba Agathon that some monks
came to find him having heard tell of his great discernment.
Wanting to see if he would lose his temper they said to him:
“Aren’t you Agathon who is said to be a fornicator and proud
man? “Yes, it is very true,” he answered.

They resumed. “Aren’t you that Agathon who is always talk-
ing nonsense?” “I am.” He responded.

Again they said, “Aren’t you Agathon the heretic?” But at
that he replied: “I am not a heretic.”

So they asked him, “Tell us why you accepted everything
we cast you, but repudiated this last insult.”

He replied: “The first accusations I take to myself, for that
is good for my soul. But heresy is separation from God. Now
I have no wish to be separated from God.”

At this saying they were astonished at his discernment and
returned, edified.

From the Desert Fathers
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THE VALUE OF THE JESUS PRAYER
By Elder Aimilianos of Simonopetra (+2019).

P e should read one of the Fa-
thers of the Church. Ten min-
| utes are enough, but even five min-
utes if you want. And read another
" five or ten minutes from the Holy
Scriptures. From the Old Testament
first, because the Old Testament is
the foundation. It is the support, the
foundation of the Church and of
our lives. And our peace. If we don’t
. know the Old Testament, we will
never understand God. Because God revealed Himself there.
And then He revealed to us saying:  am what I say there, in the
Old Testament. And here I write about that. If we do not identify
these places, we will not be able to understand them.

If you tell me the words “foreign occupation,” and if I know
nothing about this, I saw no war at all, I am a king in my house...
How shall I understand it? But when I cross the border and I
see the church that they have locked and destroyed, and they
burned its tiles and everything, and it’s now a ruin... And I see
the houses there, deserted, with the windows open, fallen to the
ground, damaged... Then I understand what “foreign occupa-
tion” means...

I need to make the connection: “Oh, that’s the meaning of
this, isn’t it?” So that’s what happens with the Old Testament!

God revealed many things there. And the correspondents are
in the New Testament and in the lives of the saints of our
Church.

Let us read a little bit and learn to say the Prayer. One hundred
thousand words of read prayer do not replace the few words of
the prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me! Look, five little
words! [This prayer has only five words in Greek, Ed.]

This is doxology, thanksgiving, supplication, confession, theol-
ogy, witness. This prayer encompasses everything.

God understands even if we do not understand it.

I can say unceasingly: Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me and
I may not understand anything, but God understands. So we
should say the prayer!

It’s a very easy thing, my beloved! If we take care of it, you will
see, in a month, no doubt, that, as I told you, your heart will
rejoice! There is no man who asked something from God and
didn’t receive. Otherwise, He wouldn’t be God!

So when we say to him: “Give me, Lord, the prayer!” “Put it
in my heart!” Will He not do it?

He will give us happiness.

He will give us peace.

He will give us festive joy.

He will give us tears.

He will give us everything.

Whatever you want to acquire through these words, from heav-
en and from earth, you will see, it will be so for you. Whether
it be a hidden thing or a visible one, you will receive it, God
will give it to you!




