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THE PATH TO
OUR SPIRITUAL
PERFECTION

By Metropolitan Hierotheos (Viachos) of
Nafpaktos.

he most important work of the

Church is to cure man. Therefore
the Orthodox Church is a hospital, an
infirmary of the soul. This does not
mean that the Church disregards other
domains of pastoral activity, since she
aims at the whole of man, consisting
of both body and soul. She cares in-
deed for the physical, economic and
social problems as well; yet the main
weight of her pastoral service is put on
the soul’s therapy, for when man’s soul
is cured then many other intractable
problems are solved.

Some people accuse the Orthodox
Church of not being very much in-
volved in social problems. However,
the Church does care about all mat-
ters which concern man. This is evident
in the content of her prayers during
worship services as well as in the work
and teaching of the Holy Fathers. But
just as a medical Hospital is primar-
ily interested in the treatment of the
body—and through this therapy it
gets involved with the rest of a person’s
problems—so it is in the Orthodox
Church. She cures the core of human
personality and through this, she heals
the whole person. That is why even
during times of social upheavals, when
all governmental mechanisms are virtu-
ally brought to a halt—even peoples’
external freedoms are disrupted—the
Church maintains its work: to treat and
cure the person.

Healing of man’s personality is in fact
his progress toward perfection which
is actually identified as #heosis, for in
patristic theology #heosis and perfec-

tion are synonymous terms. And this
therapy is absolutely necessary, be-
cause man’s fall, effected in the person
of Adam, constitutes the sickness of
man’s nature.

In Paradise, before the Fall, Adam was
in a state of theoria (vision) of God. The
study of the book of Genesis reveals
that Adam was in communion with
God; however it was necessary for him
to remain in that state, by virtue of his
voluntary struggle, in order for him
to become more stabilized and reach
perfect communion and union with
Him. St. John of Damascus describes
this state of primordial “justice” char-
acteristically. Adam was purified and
nourished at the same time by the vi-
sion of God. His nous was illumined,
and this signifies above all that he was
a temple of the Holy Spirit, and was
experiencing unceasing remembrance
of God.

“Original” sin consists of the darken-
ing of the nous and the loss of com-
munion with God. This, of course, had
other repercussions, as well: man was
clothed in the fleshly garments of decay
and mortality The nous experienced a
deep darkness. In other words, man
lost the illumination of his nous; it
became impure, impassioned and his
body bore corruption and mortality.
Thus, from the day of our birth, we
bear within us corruption and death:
a human life is brought into the world
bound for death. Hence, because of
the fall we experience universal malady.
Both soul and body are sick and natu-
rally, since man is the summation of all
creation,—the microcosmos within the
megacosmos—corruption also befell all
of creation.

My mind is wounded, my body has
grown feeble, my spirit is sick, my speech
has lost its power, my life is dead; then
end is at the door. What shalt thou do,
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then, miserable soul, when the Judge comes to examine thy
deeds? (Great Canon).

In fact, when we speak of original sin and its consequences,
we mean three things: first, the malfunction of the nows,
since the nous ceased to work properly; secondly, the iden-
tification of the nous with reason (and to a certain extent,
deification of reason) and thirdly the 7ous” enslavement to
the passions, anxiety and the conditions of the environment.
And this constitutes man’s real death.

He experiences total disorga- Es
nization; his inner self is dead- e
ened—his 7ous is overcome &Y,
by darkness. And just as when
the eye of the body is hurt,the
whole body is obscure, so also
when the eye of the soul—the
nous—suffers blindness, the =
spiritual self as a whole be-
comes sick. It falls into the
deepest darkness. This is what
the Lord is referring, when He
says: If therefore the light that
is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! (Mt 6:23).

In addition to the disruption of the soul’s entire inner
workings, original sin resulted also in the disorganization
of man outwardly. He now confronts his fellow-men, God,
the world and all of creation in a different way. The nous is
unable to encounter God; so reason undertakes the effort.
Thus idols of God are created leading to pagan religions and
even heretical deviations.

Incapable of seeing man as an image of God, the nous
encounters him under the influence of the passions. He

ambitiously exploits his fellow-man, through his love of
pleasure and material gain. He regards him as a vessel or
instrument of pleasure; at the same time he idolizes all cre-
ation, which is what the Apostle Paul describes in his Epistle
to the Romans: Professing themselves to be wise, they became
Jools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-
Jfooted beasts, and creeping things. (Rom 1:22-23).
Therefore man needs to be cured, that is to be purified,
to reach the illumination of
the nous—Adam’s state before
the Fall—and then attain the-
osis. This is achieved precisely
through Christ’s Incarnation
and the entire work of the
Divine Economy and of the
Church. It is within this frame
of reference we must see many
& liturgical texts according to
Y which Christ is characterised a
Physician and Healer of souls
and bodies. Moreover, in the
same framework various patristics texts should be studied,
where it is apparent that the work of Christ is first and
foremost a therapeutic one.

After the Fall man needed a cure. This was effected by
the Incarnation of Christ and ever since then it has been
the work of the Church. She cures and is curing man; she
primarily cures his ailing personality—his 7ous and heart.
All the Fathers of the Church exhort men to seek to be
cured. Man is cured by the energy of God whose source is
uncreated and revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. Christ’s
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energy, from which comes man’s cure, is granted freely, and
for this reason is called divine grace. Therefore, whether we
say uncreated energy or divine grace makes no difference;
we mean the same thing. The Apostle Paul writes: For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
is a gift of God. (Eph 2:8).

Living within the Church by grace, man must first cleanse
his heart of the passions; attain the i//lumination of the
nous—Adam’s state before the Fall—and then ascend to
theosis, which constitutes man’s communion and union with
God and is identified with salvation. These are the steps of
spiritual perfection—the foundations of Orthodox spiri-
tuality.

Yet a few things about the divine grace need to be said
before we see the stages of spiritual perfection—the method
and way of man’s therapy—for it is closely connected with
purification, illumination, and theosis.

In Orthodox spirituality purification, illumination, and
theosis are not stages of anthropocentric activity, but rather
are results of the uncreated energy of God. When the divine
grace (energy of God) purifies man from passions, it is call
purifying; when it illumines his nous it is called illuminat-
ing; and when it deifies man it is called deifying. The same
grace and energy of God is given various names according
to its effects.

Throughout all patristic tradition the Fathers allude to the
three stages of spiritual perfection as the three degrees of one’s
cure. St. Dionysios the Areopagite makes mention of purifica-
tion, illumination and perfection. St. Gregory of Nyssa also
makes use of the same distinction. St. Maximos the Confessor
refers, as well, to practical philosophy (purification), natu-
ral theoria (illumination) and mystical theology (#hevsis). St.
Symeon the New Theologian, in his writings divides certain
chapters into practical, gnostic, and theological.

In all of Orthodox Tradition these three stages of perfec-
tion are frequently mentioned. In this way man is cured and
experiences Holy Tradition; he becomes 7radition and cre-
ates Tradition. He is a bearer of Tradition. Distinctive is the
subtitle of Philokalia which is the work of St. Nicodemos, of
the Holy Mountain and of St. Makarios, bishop of Corinth.
In this work which is a compilation of the writings of the
Holy Fathers [from the 4™ to the 15™ centuries], how man
cures his zous by going through the three stages of spiritual
life is discussed. And it is known that the Philokalia, which
contains the complete method of cure for humans is a fun-
damental manual of the spiritual life.

Trof

The word nous has various uses in Patristic teaching, It
indicates either the soul or the heart or even an energy of the
soul. Yet, the nous is mainly the eye of the soul; the purest
part of the soul; the highest attention. It is also called noetic
energy and it is not identified with reason.

WE MUST TRUST IN GOD, NOT
IN OURSELVES

By monk Antiochos.

Many people brag and boast, “My hands put food on
the table for me and my family ... With my hands, I
can support myself.”

Such people who trust in their own strength truly think
vainly, and speak vanity. They indeed have forgotten God
Who created them, and Who bestows health and food to all
living things. For anyone who has distanced himself from
God and attributes his accomplishments to his own strength
suffers from pride. Just as a person who wants to hang from a
spider’s web comes crashing to the ground, similarly, he who
trusts in his own strength and power also suffers a hard fall.

Such people are unaware of Job’s declaration: And if my heart
hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my hand, this
also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge; for I should
have denied the God that is above. (Job 31:27-28).

The Ecclesiastes also affirms: 7 returned, and saw under the
sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong,
neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of under-
standing, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance
happeneth to them all. (Ooh 9:11). He also adds: Wisdom is
better than weapons of war. But one sinner destroyeth much
good. (Ooh 9:18).

Even the Lord gave the following counsel to His disciples:
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide
in me. [ am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me,
and 1 in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without
me ye can do nothing. (Jn 15:4-5).

This is appropriate, for He is the Light and the Life of all
people: All things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made. (Jn 1:3).

To Him belorpz,s theﬂg}orX Lilnrltg ‘the ag\s_of ages. Amen.

- & T theunceeated |3
light

N‘e-i-tl.ie-r’t-l.l‘é-sf)iéh’word nor my pdo_r"v;/'rgtér.] word can
praise and glorify the One who transcends all praise,
Who transcends all speech. If, in effect, that which is being
fulfilled in me, the prodigal child, is unutterable, inexpress-
ible, how would the One, Who is the giver and author of it,
how, tell me, would He need to receive praise or glory from
us? No, He Who possesses glory cannot receive glory, no more
than this sun which we contemplate in the heavens can be
illumined or could reflect light.

St. Symeon the New Theologian
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HOLY ZEAL

Source: “The Orthodox Word,” May-June 1975 (issue no. 62);
originally translated from Saint Elias Publications “Faith and Life,”
no. 10, 1975.

I am come to send fire on the earth. and what will I, but
that it be already kindled?
[Luke 12:49]
Trof

he chief thing in Christianity, according to the clear

teaching of the Word of God, is the fire of Divine zeal,
zeal for God and His glory—the holy zeal which alone is
able to inspire man in labors and struggles pleasing to God,
and without which there is no authentic spiritual life and
there is not and cannot be any true Christianity. Without
this holy zeal Christians are “Christians” in name only:
they only “have a name that they live,” but in reality “they
are dead,” as was said to the holy Seer of Mysteries John (/
know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art
dead. Rev 3:1). True spiritual zeal is expressed, first of all, in
zeal for God’s glory, which is
taught us in the words of the
Lord’s Prayer which stand at
its very beginning: Hallowed
be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 22
come, Thy will be done, on B
earth as it is in heaven. \

Those who are zealous for §
God’s glory themselves glo-
rify God with their whole 8
heart—both in thought and &
feeling, both by words and
deeds and with their whole B
life—and naturally desire that all other people should glorify
God also in the same way, and therefore they cannot, of
course, endure with indifference when in their presence, in
some way or other, the name of God is blasphemed or holy
things are mocked. Being zealous for God, they sincerely
strive to please God themselves and serve Him alone with
all the power of their being, and they are ready to forget
themselves all the way to sacrificing their very life in order
to bring all men to the pleasing and the service of God.
They cannot calmly listen to blasphemy, and therefore they
cannot support communion with and have friendship with
blasphemers and mockers of the Name of God and despisers
of holy things.

A striking and extremely clear example of such fiery zeal
for God’s glory comes to us from the depths of antiquity of
the Old Testament in a great Prophet of God, the flaming
Elias, who grieved in soul when he saw the apostasy from
God of his people, led by the impious King Ahab, who

introduced into Israel the pagan worship of Baal in place

of the true God. I have been very jealous for the Lord God
Almighty—thus did he exclaim many times, expressing his
grief—-because the children of Israel have forsaken Thee: they
have dug down Thine altars, and have slain Thy prophets with
the sword, and I only am left, and they seck my life to take it.
(1 Kgs 19:10).

And behold, this holy zeal aroused him, by the power
of the grace of God which reposed on him, as a chastise-
ment of Israel which had apostatized from God, to close
heaven (1 Kgs 17:1, 18:42-45; Jas 5:17-18), so that there was
neither rain nor dew for three years and six months. This
same zeal later aroused Elias to slay the false prophets and
priests of Baal, after the miraculous descent of the fire from
heaven on Mt. Carmel, so that these deceivers might no
longer turn the sons of Israel away from the true worship
of God (1 Kgs 18:40).

By the power of the same Divine zeal, St. Elias brought
down fire from heaven, which burned the captains and
their fifties which had been sent by the king to seize him
(2 Kgs 1:9-14).

That all this was in reality
holy zeal which was pleasing
to God is testified to by the
fact that the Holy Prophet
| Elias did not die the usual
_ death of all men, but was
miraculously raised up to
heaven in a chariot of fire,
as if signifying his authenti-
cally fiery zeal for God. (2
Kgs 2:10-12).

But even then, in the severe
Old Testament, the Lord
Himself showed to His true servant that one can have re-
course to such severe measures only in extreme cases, for
the Lord was not in the great and strong wind rending the
mountains and crushing the rocks, and not in the earthquake,
and not in the fire, but in the voice of a gentle breeze (1
Kings 19:11-12).

This is why, when James and John, who were especially
fervent in their zeal for the glory of their Divine Teacher,
wished to bring down fire from heaven, imitating the Holy
Prophet Elias, so as to punish the Samaritans who did not
desire to receive him when He was walking through the
Samaritan village to Jerusalem, the Lord forbade them to
do this, saying: Ye know not of what spirit ye are, for the
Son of Man came not ro destroy the souls of men, but to save.
(Lk 9:55-56).

And nevertheless, (let immoderate lovers of peace pay
heed!), the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, Who said, Learn of
Me, for I am meek and humble of heart (Mt 11:29), found it

sometimes necessary to manifest great strictness and have
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recourse to severe measures, teaching us also by this very
fact, that meekness and humility do not mean spinelessness
and should not yield before manifest evil, and that a true
Christian should be far from sugar-sweet sentimentality and
should not step away in the face of evil which presumptu-
ously raises its head, but should always be uncompromising
towards evil, fighting with it by all measures and means
available to him, in order decisively to cut off the spread
and strengthening of evil among men.

Let us recall with what harsh accusatory words the Lord
addressed the spiritual leaders of the Hebrew people, the
scribes and Pharisees, condemning them for hypocrisy and
lawlessness: Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! and
threatening them with God’s judgment (Mt 23:29).

And when words turned out to be insufficient, He ap-
plied action against the lawless ones in very deed. Thus,
finding that in the Temple they were selling oxen and sheep
and doves, and money-changers were sitting, when He had
made as it were a scourge of little cords, and He cast out all
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the
tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold
doves.(Jn 2:14-15; Mt 21:12-13). And we know many other
examples from sacred and Church history when mere words
of persuasion turned out to be insufficient; and in order to
cut off evil it was necessary to have recourse to more severe
measures and decisive acts.

But it is essential that in such cases there should really be
in a person only pure and holy zeal for God’s glory, without
any admixture of self-love or any other strivings of human
passions which only hide themselves behind a supposedly
holy zeal for God!

In the history of the Church, the great hierarch of Christ,
Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia,
whose memory we celebrate on December 6" according to
our Orthodox calendar, has become glorious by just such
an authentically holy zeal, with a decisive irreconcilability
towards evil. Who does not know this wondrous hierarch
of Christ? The most characteristic feature of St. Nicho-
las, which has given him such glory, is his extraordinary
Christian mercy: the simple Russian people usually call him
Nicholas the Merciful, a title based on the facts of his life and
the numberless cases of his help to men.

But once this great hierarch, so glorious for his mercy to-
ward his neighbor, performed an act which disturbed many
and continues to disturb them even now, even though its
authenticity is witnessed by the Church tradition contained
in our iconography and Divine services.

According to tradition, St. Nicholas took part in the First
Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, which brought forth a con-
demnation of the heretic Arius, who denied the Divinity
of the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the Son of God.
During the disputes which occurred in connection with this,

St. Nicholas could not listen with indifference to the blas-
phemous speeches of the arrogant heretic Arius, possessed
by pride, who demeaned the Divine dignity of the Son of
God, and before the whole Council he struck him in the
face with his hand. This evoked such a general consterna-
tion that the Fathers of the Council decreed that the bold
hierarch be deprived of hierarchical rank. But in that very
night they were made to understand by a wondrous vision:
they saw how the Lord Jesus Christ gave St. Nicholas His
Holy Gospel, and the Most Pure Mother of God placed
upon his shoulders the episcopal omophorion. And then
they understood that St. Nicholas was guided in his act not
by any evil, passionately sinful motives, but solely by pure,
holy zeal for God’s glory. And they forgave the hierarch,
abrogating their sentence against him.

By citing such a picturesque example, we do not in the
least wish to say that every one of us can or should follow
this example literally; for this one must be himself just
as great a holy hierarch as St. Nicholas. But this should
absolutely convince us that we do not dare to remain indif-
ferent or be unconcerned about the manifestations of evil
in the world, especially when the matter is one of God’s
glory, of our Holy Faith and Church. Here we must show
ourselves to be completely uncompromising, and we do
not dare enter into any sort of cunning compromises or
any reconciliation, even purely outward, or into any kind
whatever of agreement with evil.

To our personal enemies, according to Christ’s command-
ment, we must forgive everything, but with the enemies of
God we cannot have peace! Friendship with the enemies
of God makes us ourselves the enemies of God; this is a
betrayal and treason towards God, under whatever well-
seeming pretexts it might be done, and here no kind of
cunning or skillful self-justification can help us!

It is interesting to note how displeasing this act of St.
Nicholas is to all the contemporary consenters to evil, these
propagandists of a false “Christian love” which is prepared
to be reconciled not only with heretics, persecutors of the
Faith and the Church, but even with the devil himself, in
the name of “universal love” and “the union of all”—slo-
gans which have become so fashionable in our days. For
the sake of this, these consenters strive even to refute the
very fact of the participation of St. Nicholas in the First
Ecumenical Council, even though this fact is accepted by
our Holy Church and therefore must be respected by all of
us as reliable.

All of this happens, of course, because among contempo-
rary people, even those who call themselves “Christians,”
there is no longer an authentic holy zeal for God and His
glory, there is no zeal for Christ our Savior, zeal for the
Holy Church and for every holy thing of God. In place of
this there prevails a luke-warm indifference, an indifferent
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attitude to everything except one’s own earthly well-being,
with a forgetfulness of the just judgment of God which
unfailingly awaits all of us, and of the eternity which will
be revealed after death.

And without this holy zeal, as we emphasized at the begin-
ning, there is no true Christianity, no authentic spiritual
life—a true life in Christ. That is why this has been replaced
now by all kinds of cheap surrogates, at times quite low ones,
which however often answer to the tastes and attitudes of
contemporary man. And therefore such pseudo-Christians,
skillfully covering up their spiritual emptiness by hypoc-
risy, often have great success in contemporary society, from
which authentic spirituality has been rinsed out; while au-
thentic zealots of God’s glory are despised and persecuted
as “difficult people,” “intolerant fanatics,” “people who are
behind the times.”

And thus even now before our eyes is occurring the “win-
nowing’—some will remain with Christ to the end, and
some will easily and naturally join the camp of His oppo-
nent, Antichrist. This shall be especially exemplified when
the hour of threatening trials will come for our faith, when
precisely it will be necessary to show in all its fullness the
whole power of our holy zeal, which is abhorred by many
as “fanaticism.”

But at the same time one should not forget that, besides
true holy zeal, there is also a zeal without understanding—
zeal which loses its value because of the absence in it of a
most important Christian virtue: discernment, and there-
fore, in place of profit can bring harm.

And there is likewise a false, lying zeal, behind the mask
of which is concealed the foaming of ordinary human pas-
sions—most frequently pride, love of power and honor, and
the interests of a party politics like that which plays the
leading role in political struggles. There can never be any
place for such false zeal in spiritual life, in public church
life; nevertheless, it is unfortunately often encountered
in our time and is a chief instigator of every imaginable
quarrel and disturbance in the Church. The managers and
instigators of such quarrel often hide themselves behind
some kind of supposed idealism but in reality pursue only
their own personal aims, striving to please not God but
their own self-concern, and being zealous not for God’s
glory but for their own glory and the glory of the colleagues
and partisans of their party. All of this, it goes without say-
ing, is profoundly foreign to true holy zeal, hostile to it,
is sinful and criminal, for it only compromises our Holy
Faith and Church!

And so, the choice is before us: are we with Christ or
Antichrist?

The time is near (Rev 22:10)—thus did even the holy
Apostles warn us Christians. And if it was “near” then, in
Apostolic times, how much “nearer” has it become now,

in our ominous days of manifest apostasy from Christ and
persecution against our Holy Faith and Church?!

And if we firmly resolve in these fateful days to remain with
Christ, not in words only but in deeds as well, it is absolutely
indispensable right now, without putting it off, to break off
every bond of friendship, every form of communion with
the servants of the approaching Antichrist, who has enlisted
so many of them in the contemporary world, under lying
pretexts of “universal peace” and “prosperity”; and especially
must one free oneself unconditionally from every subservi-
ence to them and dependence on them, even if this might
be bound up with detriment to our earthly well-being or
even with danger for our earthly life itself.

Eternity is more important than our brief existence on
earth, and it is precisely for it that we must prepare ourselves!

And therefore, only holy zeal for God, for Christ, with-
out any admixture of any kind of slyness or ambiguous
cunning politics, must guide us in all deeds and actions.
Otherwise, a stern sentence threatens us: Because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of
my mouth. (Rev 3:16).

Be zealous, therefore, and repent! (Rev 3:19).

Amen.

Guard yourself from thoughts, Wthh appear holy and
inflame an unreasonable zeal for themselves, of which
the Lord speaks allegorically: Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. You shall know them by their fruits. (Mt 7:15-16). Their
fruit is the languishing and breaking of the spirit. Know that
everything which draws you away from humility and from in-
ner peace and quiet, however beautiful it may seem, is nothing
but false prophets who, under the cover of sheep’s clothing,
that is, of a hypocritical zeal to do good to their neighbors
without discrimination, are in truth ravening wolves who steal
you of your humility, peace and quiet, so necessary to every
man who desires steady progress in spiritual life.

From “Unseen Warfare,” pg. 261
en that seem worthy of confidence, yet teach strange
doctrines, must not upset you. Stand firm, like an anvil

under the hammer. It is like a great athlete to take blows and
yet win the fight. For God’s sake above all we must endure
everything, so that God, in turn, may endure us. Increase your
zeal. Read the signs of the times. Look for Him Who is above
all time—the Timeless, the Invisible, Who for our sake became
visible, the Impassible, Who became subject to suffering on
our account and for our sake endured everything.”

St. Ignatius of Antioch
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THE THORNS OF APOSTASY
By Fr. Zechariah Lynch, from “The Inkless Pen,” October 19, 2020.

And that which fell into the thorns, these are the ones who
heard, and while they are going on their way, they being
choked by the cares and wealth and pleasures of life, and do
not bring forth fruit to perfection.
[Lk 8:14]
Trof
In another place our Lord says a similar thing, Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Mt 6:21). If the
heart is preoccupied with material, passing, things, then
it will labor with all its might to preserve them. For the
materialized heart, all that exists is physical existence. The
preservation of material existence becomes the primary goal
of the material-man; indeed it becomes the all-encompassing
driving factor.

The fleeting pleasures of mortal life are very seductive and
addictive. It is not without reason the modern man, mostly
in the “Western” world, has become satiated on pleasures.
He grows ever more numb to
old pleasures and tumbles for-
ward secking new and more
tantalizing ones. And the
powers that feed this addic-
tion increase relentlessly.

Yet, even a more benign
comfort and dependency on
pleasure is potentially deadly
to the spirit. All these plea-
sures have the potential to |8
act as chains which will keep
a person bound and spiritu-
ally impotent. There is a very NS A
healthy and balanced enjoy- i
ment of earthly life, which in the Christian sense is always
framed in the context of Eternity. The root ailment of mo-
dernity is that it takes the passing nature of material pleasure
to be the end-all of human existence. It perverts something
good. A Christian should live in thankful enjoyment to God
for all the fruits of the earth that are His most gracious gifts
to His creature man. (It bears noting here, I am addressing
a state of the heart. Wealth or poverty in and of themselves
carry no vice or virtue.)

St. Seraphim of Vyritsa, speaking on the days near the end,
teaches: The time will come when there will be no persecution,
but money and the attractions of this world will draw people
away from God and many more souls will perish than during
the period of open militant atheism. On the one hand, they
will raise up crosses and gild cupolas, but on the other hand,
the kingdom of lies and evil will come. The True Church will
always be persecuted. Salvation will only be possible through

sorrows and illness, persecutions will take on a very refined
and unpredictable character. It will be terrible to live to
those times.

The refined and unpredictable character quite possibly in-
dicates the fact that humanity’s addiction to pleasure and
comfort will be used as a strong mechanism for control.
Few will be ready to sacrifice the comforts of the times.
Why? Because for them these material things are truly all
they have.

Moreover, for Christians it may well be that few will be
willing to sacrifice physical comfort so as to hold to Truth.
God understands after all. He doesn’t want us to be fanatics.
Christians will be unwilling to sacrifice for Truth because
they have been cultivated in a field of thorns. It will just
seem like “normal” Christian living.

The message of repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand
has been supplanted by the message of “let us build an
earthly kingdom of well-being for all humanity.” The health
and salvation of the soul have been subordinated to the

physical preservation and well-being of the flesh and its

The Truth of the Gospel is
no longer an all-encompass-
ing eternal standard for the
lives of men. Rather, it has
8 been beat back to the realm
of the “individual” and what
seems good to him. Thus, a
false separation has taken
%A place. The needs of mankind
%W have been compartmental-
ized into the strictly religious,
* which is viewed in subjective
terms, and the socio-political.
It is the latter that is given
preeminence in the modern world because it, seemingly,
tends the physical needs of man.

Since for modern man the material is the only “real,” that
which tends to his material cravings and desires is made
divine. Humanity never outgrows idolatry, it only becomes
more sophisticated. Man will always pinch incense on the
altar of the gods of physical comfort.

In such a mindset, Christianity, specifically Orthodoxy,
becomes a set of predominately outward rites which may
be modified and adapted to meet the “needs of men.” Truth
may be sacrificed for the “greater good” of the physical well-
being of humanity. It is, thus, easily molded to promote
the gospel of the times, the preeminence of the physical
well-being of man in the world. At this point serving as a
minister, a priest, becomes just a profession.

Yet if the Church is only an institution primarily con-
cerned with physical well-being, then it is indeed useless
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and is sealing its fate as being obsolete. For there are plenty
of other organizations that tend to material well-being in a
far superior manner.

It is precisely the Revealed Truth, which is the essential real-
ity of true Christianity, that guarantees its eternal relevance.
Once these treasures are sacrificed in the name of mortal
material existence then it truly becomes savorless salt.

In some sense, as “western” Christians, we stand in the
most dire of positions, saturated as we are with physical
“comforts and pleasures.” We are indeed to be pitied the
most! Is our “standard of Western living” simply a prison
in which we have become spiritually anemic? Will it be
the means by which we softly accept the pillaging of the
treasures of faith so to at least maintain external structures?

In a sobering article written in the 20™ century dur-
ing the crisis of Communism entitled “The Epoch of
Apostasy,” the author, Pr. Boris Molchanov makes this
prophetic observation: The situation is completely differ-
ent in the West, where people are fully and solely immersed
in their material interests. This is leading people unto a
total indifference towards faith and submerging them into
spiritual blindness. This doesn’t allow them to see the tortu-
ous path, which leads towards the Antichrist. God’s grace
is departing from the bustling and materialistic masses and
thus they will fall.

And so the great danger of the thorns. Those who grow
there will believe that such a place is indeed “Christianity.”
In realty, all fruit is choked out and the spiritual life begins
to die away. “Christianity” becomes indifferentism; as such
it begins to preach another Christ. (cf. Gal 1:6).

May we of the “West” examine our hearts most diligently.
If we find there thorns growing in abundance may we, by
the grace of God, begin the labor of weeding them out. Keep
your heart with all watchfulness (Prov 4:22-23), honest and good
... held fast in patience. (cf. Lk 8:15).

he Word of God, the Maker of all things, conquering
Satan by means of human nature, and showing him to
be apostate, has put him in the power of man. For He says,
Behold, I confer upon you the power of treading upon serpents
and scorpions and upon all the power of the enemy. (Lk 10:19),
in order that, as he obtained dominion over man by apostasy,
so his apostasy might be deprived of power by means of man
turning back again to God.
St. Irenaeus

PROPER ORTHODOX PRIESTLY
ATTIRE AND APPEARANCE
ACCORDING TO THE SAINTS

From “Orthodox Ethos,” hitps://orthodoxethos.com/.

Nor may men de-
stroy the hair of
their beards, and un-
| naturally change the
\ form of a man. For the
W law says: You shall not
6N mar your beards. (Lev
4 19:27).
Apostolic Consti-
tutions

I ) riests shouldn’t cut their hair... This is because, when
the Holy Spirit descends during ordination, the priest
is sanctified; even his hair is sanctified... Their nails also

would they gather.
St. Iakovos of Evia

Ionce met a young archimandrite wearing laymen’s cloth-
ing at an airport. He was going abroad and introduced
himself, “I am Father so-and-so,” he said. “Where is your
cassock?” was my answer. Of course, I did not bow to him
[to receive his blessing].

St. Paisios the Athonite

Iam proud of the cassock I wear and consider it more
valuable and seemly than every other kind of garment,
even than the royal purple robes of kings. I consider myself
unworthy to dress in such a modest, honorable and holy
garb, which was honored by numberless monastic saints,
monk martyrs, confessors and saints. I am saddened by
and pity those clerics who reject the cassock and who shave

their beards.
Blessed Elder Philotheos (Zervakos) of Paros

hose men who shave their beard are not possessors of
a manly face, but of a womanly face.

St. Nikodemos the Hagiorite

Commentary on the 96* Canon of the 6" Ecumenical

Council

his excommunication [of the 96* Canon of the 6"
Ecumenical Council] is incurred also by those who
shave off their beard in order to make their face smooth
and handsome ... or in order to appear at all times like

beardless young men.
St. Nikodemos the Hagiorite, as above



Vol. 19, Issue 05-06

Page 9

Orthodox Heritage

BURNING LOVE FOR GOD

By St. Theophan the Recluse (homily no. 52), from “The Spiritual Life
and How to Be Attuned to It,” published by the Holy Monastery of St.
Paisius, Arizona (2017), pp. 210-212.

“ -70u are surprised that I

spend so much time ex-
plaining the very same thing.
“Of course,” you say, “I need
many other things.”

Now I have finished. You
have only to carry it out.
The reason I spent so long
explaining everything about
remembrance of God is be-
cause all the power is in this.
Once you are established in
this remembrance—not just
barren remembrance, but with reverence and similar feel-
ings toward the Lord—it will compel you to be diligent
in everything else, too. You will be diligent in such a way
that you will have a certain wondrous beauty, for there is
also a crude, awkward sort of diligence. This remembrance
will be for you lord, master and executor of all affairs,
especially those of your inner life. That which the Apostle
Paul prayed for and wished for the Ephesians, and through
them for all Christians, will then be fulfilled within you:
That (God) grant you, according to the riches of His glory,
to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner
man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith. (Eph
3:16-17). This is what I have been talking about. Saint
Paul considered this so important that, when praying
about it, he prayed with a special fervor: For this, I bow
my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Eph
3:14). How could I not talk about this with you? Once
the remembrance of God has been established in the in-
ner man, then Christ the Lord will dwell within you. The
two things go together.

A certain warm feeling toward the Lord will serve as a sign
to convince you that this most wonderful thing has begun
to operate inside of you. If you carry out everything that
has been prescribed, this feeling will soon begin to appear
more and more often, until finally it is there continually.
Beginning from its first appearance, this feeling sweetly and
blissfully arouses the desire to seek after it, so that it will
never leave the heart, for in it is Paradise.

Would you like to enter into this Paradise a little sooner?
Then do this: When you pray, do not stop praying until
you have aroused some sort of feeling toward God in your
heart. This can be reverence, or devotion, or thanksgiving,
or praise, or humility and contrition, or trust and hope. Do
this also when you begin reading during your devotions; do

RSB

not stop reading until you have felt the truth that you have
read. If you pay attention to yourself, these two feelings
(methods), by warming you up, are capable of keeping you
under their influence all day. Work at carrying out these
two methods precisely, and you will see for yourself what
happens.

When something is out under the sun’s rays for a long
time, it gets very warm; the same thing will happen for you.
By keeping yourself under the rays of the remembrance of
God and your feelings toward Him, you will be warmed
more and more with an unearthly warmth, and then you
will become completely fiery, and not just fiery, but ablaze.
The following will be fulfilled for you: 7 am come ro send
fire on the earth of human hearts, and I could not wish for
more other than that it inflame everyone as soon as possible.
(Lk 12:49).

Apply the following comparison to this: When a spark
falls on a hot object, the object begins smoldering gradually;
then it catches fire until finally it is engulfed by flame, and,
being dark by its essence, it becomes bright and shining on
account of the fire that engulfs it. That is how it will be for
you. Growing warm gradually, you will begin to glow; the
spiritual flame will break out, and, once it has penetrated
to all parts of you, will engulf you and make you bright,
although you are in and of yourself dark. Recall here how
at the beginning we said something about the sheath of the
soul, and then about the radiance of the grace-filled soul.
That is how it will be with you and inside of you! Truly it
will. Ahead of you, however, there is sweat and toil, and
how long everything will take is known to God alone, for
everything is from Him. Just know that God is not offended
and has not forgotten your labor of love.

You wish, or rather, have decided, to remove a splinter from
someone? Very well, but do not go after it with a stick
instead of a lancet for you will only drive it deeper. Rough
speech and harsh gestures are the stick, while even-tempered
instruction and patient reprimand are the lancet. Reprove,
rebuke, exhort, says the Apostle (2 Tim 4:2), not batter.
f someone observes that his brothers are satisfied with him,
let him not start boasting to himself. There are thieves all
around. Remember the warning: When you have done all that
was laid on you to do, say: We are unprofitable servants. We only
did what we had to. (Lk 17:10). We will find out at the time
of death what judgment has been passed on us.
St. John Climacus
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A LETTER FROM HOLY MOUNTAIN
TO AN ABBESS CONCERNING THE

VACCINES

By Elder Evthymios of Kapsala, Mt. Athos. Elder Evthymios of the
Cell of the Resurrection in Kapsala on Mt. Athos, a disciple of Saint
Paisios of Mt. Athos, more than a year after his first letter, now writes
a second letter concerning mandatory vaccination in response to
questions from an abbess (dated 20 June 2021).

100 long has our people been plagued with this painful corona-
virus affair. Let them at last leave every one free to act according
to his judgement, without pressure.

Tr ot
enerable Abbess, your blessing.

I received your letter some time
ago, and I beg your pardon for delay-
ing to respond due to a lack of time.
It is indeed difficult for me to respond
to letters, but, because I saw your con-
cern for all that has been happening
in our days and your good disposition
to act according to the will of God, I
am responding to you.

I do not know you, and it is difficult for you to meet me
as you desire. You ask whether you may share my response
with others, to which I have no objection. Besides, my
views on the coronavirus and the vaccine are well-known,
and I say more or less the same things to pilgrims as well,
when they ask me.

Every day, like the waves of a billowy sea, pilgrims come
to Mount Athos and some of them even to our cell. All of
them, as well as those who send letters, have but one anxiety
and one question: “What will happen with the obligatory
vaccine?” All of their other problems which used to inundate
them have now been delegated to second place.

In his attempt to deal with the coronavirus epidemic, the
Prime Minister of our country has imposed a strict control,
which seems to surpass the endurance of our people. He
imposed the strictest limiting measures, the greatest fines,
and the most extended lockdowns out of all the countries
of Europe. He incompetently interfered in the matters of
the worship of the Church by closing down the temples and
depriving the faithful of the assistance of the sanctifying
Mysteries with measures that are exceptionally strict and
unfair toward Christians. His actions reveal his inclination
to humiliate and weaken the Church.

In fact, in his excessive zeal to deal with the virus suc-
cessfully, he has proposed a certificate of vaccination and
announced that the vaccinated will enjoy privileges. This
will not be a simple paper, a usual certificate. If (as we hope
not) this is employed, then whoever will not be vaccinated
and will not have this certificate will be excluded from ev-

erywhere. The Council of Europe (2361/2021) has ruled
that the vaccine is not compulsory and that there should
be no discrimination between those vaccinated and those
not vaccinated. Behaving despotically, the Prime Minister
of Greece becomes, as we say, “kinglier than the king,” he
divides the Greek people, and he enforces a dictatorship of
the worst kind.

Some bishops have undertaken to apply this anti-constitu-
tional and illegal attempt of the Prime Minister, threatening
and blackmailing priests, monks, and the people of God to
become vaccinated. Do they have such authority to force
them to be vaccinated against their will?

Our Saviour Christ would heal only those that asked for
healing. As for the rest, before healing them he would ask
them, Do you wish to be made well? He neither heals nor
saves us without our consent, although He greatly desires
our salvation. God does not abolish our freedom. He re-
spects our free will, which He Himself gave to us. According
to the holy Chrysostom, God does not force those that wish
not. (PG 51, 143).

Our present-day “saviours” do not take us into account at
all. Under the pretext of health they abolish our freedom.
Then, from the fear of the virus we passed on to the terror-
ism caused by the compulsory vaccination. Unfortunately
we are experiencing division, hatred, and the distinction of
people into categories. The present-day situation is somewhat
reminiscent of Greece at the time of the civil war. It prepares
and prefigures the age of the Antichrist. Just as at that time
whoever does not have the mark will be excluded from buying
and selling, from public positions, and from travel, similarly,
if this certificate of vaccination is put into practice, whoever
is not vaccinated will be excluded from everywhere. Fear,
coercion, surveillance are the common elements.

The topic of the coronavirus is of course, at first glance,
a medical matter, but it has become more of political one
(the politicians and the journalists speak more), it is also
economic, and it has become a perfect means of enforcement
and control. To be sure, it is also spiritual, since under its
pretext our free will is abolished, while cells from an aborted
fetus were used in the preparation of the vaccine.

There are testimonies going around which are continually
increasing, according to which at the airports there is a device
that recognizes who is vaccinated and also that on certain mo-
bile phones with a certain application a twelve-digit number
appears when a vaccinated man approaches. This evidence
proves that the vaccinated can be tracked through the vac-
cine. On all these matters the experts will enlighten us and 1
believe that God will uncover the whole truth.

Much money has been employed and much advertisement
has been done for this vaccine. Many have done it wishing
to protect their health. They have every right to do so. We
sincerely wish none of the vaccinated to come to any harm.
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Nevertheless, they should let the people be, let them free
to choose. No one should nor has any right to coerce those
that do not wish to do the vaccine to be vaccinated.

We are not against vaccines in general. The old, tried vac-
cines saved many. The newer ones have many unwanted
effects. Regarding this specific vaccine, people are justifiably
fearful. This is a vaccine that became compulsory by law even
before it was made, of which the producing companies were
exempt from responsibilities and compensations, which
was put into use so quickly before it was sufficiently tested,
which does not fully protect the vaccinated, and every day
we learn of serious side-effects and deaths of vaccinated
individuals. We learn these facts not only from statistics but
also from acquaintances and relatives of ours.

As we lamented for the death of acquaintances and relatives
from the coronavirus, so now we lament for the sick and
dead from the vaccine. To escape Scylla (the virus), is going
to Charybdis (the problem-
atic vaccine) the only solu-
tion? Is there no cure for the
virus?

I am not a doctor to express
an opinion. Nevertheless, I |
know doctors that have suc-
cessfully treated patients with ¥
the coronavirus using anti- §
biotics, vitamins, and other
medicines. A doctor that I §
know gave antibiotics and
other medicine to hundreds
of patients and no one died.
There is a cure for the virus,
but some people do not want
it. They only promote the vaccine. I read the well-known
statements of the French scientist Luc Antoine Montagnier,
Nobel prize winner, who said, “There are effective cures which
are also cheap, such as azithromycin, ivermectin and hydroxy-
chloroquine. The vaccine is not a cure. Research must turn
to the therapeutic approach.”

If the vaccine was truly sufhiciently tested and effectively
protected without side-effects and deaths, people would be
rapidly informed and all of this propaganda and pressure
would be unnecessary. They would ask for the vaccine on
their own. Too long have our people been plagued with this
painful coronavirus affair. Let them at last leave every one free
to act according to his judgement, without pressure.

In the difficult years that we are living, more than in any
other age, our refuge and salvation is our Church. The
Church is not simply the ark that saves us: she is for the
difficulties; (i.e., she is particularly meant to help us espe-
cially in difficult situations.) Wherever science and human
attempts are unable to help, the Church, when she uses her

own spiritual means and her own salvific medicine, makes
possible even the impossible and heals every disease. She is
able to eliminate any epidemic, no matter how contagious
and deadly it may be, as Church history teaches us. Just as
Noah’s ark, which prefigured the Church, contained both
clean and unclean animals, so also our Church contains
saints and sinners, righteous and unrighteous, masked and
non-masked, vaccinated and non-vaccinated. There is room
for everyone in the House of God.

We must not separate people, nor should we consider the
vaccinated as marked deniers of Christ. And again, neither
should the vaccinated reprove and unbearably pressure
those that do not wish to take the vaccine, as is usually the
case. In the future, when the truth concerning the vaccine
will have been revealed, perhaps many will regret having
done it, as some have already regretted it. It has already
been announced that two well-known companies have
withdrawn their vaccines as
being dangerous. Is it with
such vaccines that the Prime
Minister is trying to build
the much-promoted “im-
munity wall”? And does he
have no responsibility for
those who have suffered ir-
reparable damage to their
health and for those that
have died? Are they play-
ing with people’s health
and life? How can we still
believe that they are inter-
ested in our health?

Venerable Abbess! With
these short lines I am expressing my pain of heart and re-
plying to your question, which is similar to the anxiety
and concern of a multitude of people. I worry over the
division of our people. The political parties have always
been partitioning and dividing the people. The Church
unites us amongst ourselves into one body with Christ as
the head. Even the name “Church” [Ecclesia — ‘congrega-
tion’] is a name of unity. History teaches us that whenever
the people were divided, disaster followed. Whenever the
enemies of our Nation were planning and “meditating evils”
for us, they prepared the division of the people beforehand.
Before the Fall [of Constantinople] they had divided us
with false unions into unionists and anti-unionists, before
the Asia-Minor Catastrophe into Royalists and Venizelians,
before the civil war into communists and nationalists, and
before the Turkish invasion of Cyprus into Macarianists
and Antimacarianists. In similar situations the solution is
not the submission of the Truth to falsehood for the sake
of unity but the selfless struggle for the prevalence of the
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Truth which sets us free. We are in need of repentance and
prayer that God may grant an end to this trial. The Holy
Spirit, Whose descent we are celebrating, “calls all to unity.”
Because He is also the Spirit of Truth, may He reveal to us
the whole truth regarding the vaccines.

I pray the Trinitarian God grant His grace to all that act
with pain of heart and sincerity for the health of men, to all
that respect freedom, and to all that struggle for the unity
of the people, giving hope and strengthening their faith.

With my love in Christ and boundless wishes,
Priestmonk Euthymios
Cell of the Resurrection, Holy Mountain
7/20 June 2021

PASTORAL CARE FOR MARRIED
COUPLES & THE EVILOF ABORTION

By the holy Elder Philotheos Zervakos, from “Paternal Counsels”
vol. II, published by Orthodox Kypseli, Thessaloniki, Greece, 2005,
pages 20-21 & “The Truth Abour Abortions,” published by Orthodox
Kypseli, Thessaloniki, Greece, 2011, page 90-91.

ecause I saw that it was necessary
for me to answer you, I write

you the following: Tell the couple
| about which you wrote, where the
| husband does not want children
whereas the wife wants them, that
God’s will must be done and not
the devil’s. God allowed marriage
for the birth of children and blessed
it. Whereas the man-killing devil,
when he is not able to murder, puts
brother against brother and advises men to murder. He advises
the parents to murder their children inside the womb. The
husband who does not want children, who does not listen
to God, but prefers to hear the devil and takes his wife and
pays the doctors to do abortions, becomes a murderer, not
of foreign people, but of his own children. The wife, when
she is pregnant, must not listen to her husband and have an
abortion and become a murderess, but if her husband forces
her, she should protest, she should go to the priest, or to the
Metropolitan and seek help, and if her husband insists she
should divorce him.

There are two solutions for this matter. The one is that if
they do not want children, not to have relations anymore, but
to practice chastity and keep continence. This is done with
the agreement of both spouses and by economy so that they
not become murderers. If they do not like this solution, but
prefer to listen to the devil and to murder their children they

should prefer to separate. If they have faith in God, even if
they obtain 20 or 50 children, God, Who gives and nourishes
the birds of the sky, will provide for them! If the husband
does not have faith then he will not be able to provide for
his own self and he will be condemned to eternal hell... Let
them be very careful and let them listen and do what I tell
them so that they will have God’s blessing and inherit the
eternal kingdom of the Lord. If again they don’t listen, they
will receive a curse from God and will inherit, with the devil,
eternal hell. I pray God enlightens them to accept my counsel,
because obedience is life, while disobedience is death.
Trof

here is no worse crime than that which happens in

Greece, for parents to kill 300,000 children each year
before they are born. It exceeds even Communism, and all
heresies and evils. Because if they had let their children be
born, baptized them, and then killed them with a knife, the
children would have gone as Christians and the responsibility
of the parents would be less than now (in abortion) where
they have also killed the child’s soul. God, of course, will
compensate because in the dwellings of the Heavenly Father
there are many mansions. Parents, however, reveal their hatred
for their children and I wonder why God has not thrown fire
the way He did on Sodom and Gomorrah. The sodomites did
other terrible things, but they did not reach this level. The
parents that agree to abortion, in this way, supersede the evil
of Sodom and Gomorrah. So, great wrath will come. Many
things happen, especially to big evils.

Lewdness and the abortions that women do such great evil
in the world never happened in any age: for mothers to kill
6 to 10 children and not feel any regret of conscience, who, if
they had a little shade of repentance and feeling, would open
tombs and enter into them to suffer, but they are unfeeling.
They confess sometimes, but without repentance. This is
one thing and the second is the nakedness of women. Now
they walk around bare, and the men are bare also—they are
not much better—but more so the women... And this is
not possible for God to endure. He endured the sinners of
Noah’s time and of Sodom and Gomorrah, but they had not
reached this level to walk around naked and to expose their
filthy bodies before men, to attract and draw them into sin.
God is long-suffering and fore-bearing, but His tolerance also
has limits. It is never possible for God—who always punishes
sin—to allow such evil to happen without punishment. We
should only be ready.

Learn that it is a commandment of God for parents to have
as many children as God would be willing to give them. It is
also my order and advice. Couples who don't keep the Divine
command—to have as many children as God would give
them—will be punished. Also, whoever hinders them from
keeping this Divine command will definitely be punished
both in this life and also in the next.
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Mg 6& ANGEouV T AvaoTnuéva Zwpara
kard v Acutépa Mapouaia;

Mapropioc 100 Ayiov Zvuewv o0 Néov BOsoldyov, ooV
omoiov 0 Ogog anokdAvye mds Oa alidaovv ta DAika oduata
kai Oa apOapromombodv xare 1) Asviépa Ilapovoia toD
Inood Xpiorod. To keiuevo Ajpbnke arxo to Pifrio: «Ayiog
Zvueav O Néog Osoldyosy, 0 Piog tod Ayiov, aro tov Niknta
Xnbdro, kprrikn ékdoon tod Apyi Xvusawv Kovroa, Exdooeis
«Akpitagy, oed. 189-193.

M o uépa, ®vabhe mpooevydTay [6 Aylog Zvuemv]
UE %000 0FTNTA %O CVVOULAOVOE tE TOV €6, £1de
e O afpac doyloe vou pmTilel TO VOU TOV, Rl EVD
Nrav uéoo 0td ®eMl Tov, véuLte 8t forondtay EEw, o’
avouyto xMeo. "Hrav viyta, mob péhic eiye Eextvijoet.
Tote dpyloe vou PEyyeL O YN ST TO TEMLVO
0000YGEaUA—D TMV POLRTAOV OTTACLMDY TOD AVOQOc—
®ol TO otxnuor L Sha T AAAa EEagavioTnray, ®ol
vOmLZe 811 8tV Nray xadShov ot otxnua. TOV cuvémaiove
oLOTtela Belo Enotaon dvTiAaupavouevog xoho We TOV
voD Tov 10 pMOC £xETVO OV TOV uavitotay. AVTo
ueydhwve Alyo-Aiyo %L Exave TOV AEQQ VO PAIVETOL TTLO
AuTEQOC %L aioBavoTay TOV €dVTd TOV W OAG®RANEO
TO oMua Tov vo foloretal EEm Amo TA YNLVAL.

AMhO €meldl) €Eaxrohovboboe v AAumer axdun
TEQLOOATEQO EXETVO TO PMS KOl TOD PALVOTOY OOV TALOC
oV ueoovpavavtog Elaune &mo Ynid, aiobavotav
OOV VO OTEXETOL OTO WECO TOTV PMTOS %Ol OTL OMORANQOG
6 20wTSc TOV POl UE TO oMU TOV HTAV YEUATOC AITO
X000 nol Odxrpuva ASyw ThHS yAvrUtntag mol Tod
mpo&evovoe N mapovoia tov. ITapdAinho EBAeme L
10 1810 oS ®oTd TESTO BoVUOoTO NEOE OF Emapy) ue
TO ODUO TOV %O OLYO-OLyd. dLateQvoVoe ToL WEAN TO.
H &xadAnEn adtiig thg 6mtaoiag Tov dmoudxouve Ao
™V mponyovuevn Bemoio xot Tov Exave vo alobdvetal
uoévo avto to €Ealolo medyua mwov cuvéfaive uéoa
tov. "EfAeme, Aowdv, GTL TO M EXETVO OLYO-OLYOL
eloywpotoe 0° OAOUANEO TO OOUC TOV, THV XAQOLN
1O TO EYROTA TOV ROl TOV EXOVE OAORANQO OOV PO TLOL
1ol e Kal 6rtwe mponyovuévmg to oixnua, £€tol ®al
TWEX TOV Exave Vo xAoeL THV aloOmon ToD oyquatog,
¢ Béoeme, To fAEOVS ROl TV LOEPTC TOD ODUATOC
1Ol OTOUATNOE VO XAOLLEL.

Tote novel wia povi) o 10 pdc vo tod Aéer: «Kato
1OV 1810 1670 €ivan dmopaciouévo v dAAEEovv oi
Ayior oV 0t Loty ol Ot fotoroviat axoun 0@ natd
TV 00 TS E0YATNG OAATLYYOC, %L ETOL UETAUOQPWUEVOL
0’ dpmayotv, Gmwe Aéel xal O dxdotolog ITathog».

It ToAAEC BPEC BVTaC 6 NAXAQLOC O DTNV THY
1ATAOTOON, BVUUVHVTOS WUOTIRA ROl BRATATOVO T
TO OG0 %Al RATAVODVTOS TN OOEN OV TOV TEQLEPUAAE
®OL TV AldVio noroQLloTnTo TOV TEOKELTAL VO

000el 0100 Ayiovg, BOYLOE VO OXEPTETOUL XOL VO
wovoroyetl uéoo tov: «Apaye o Eavayvoion mdait
OTNV TEONYOUUEVY RATAOTAON TOD CWHUATOS WOV 7
0o tiow €toL ouveyela;»

MdéAhig Exave T oxéYPpn avty, Auéomg aioBdavOnue
VO TEQLPEQEL TO OMUOL TOV OOV OXLOL 1) OOV TTVEDUOL.
Kotahdpaive 8t eiye yivel, Smwc eimope, OAS®AN00C nE
TO OOUO TOV PMS YWOLS LOQYPT, YWOLS OYNUCL KoL GUAO.
Kol 1o pev odua tov 10 aiobavétov 6tL VTdoyeL, TANY
Sume YwELC VAKRES OLOLOTACELS ROl OOV TTVEVUATLRO.
AloBavdtav dOnhadh va uny €xel xabdhov Pdoog i) 6yxo
%L AT0E0VOE PAETOVTAC TOV EQVTS TOV TTOV ELXE CHUO.
VO EVALL OOV BLOMUATOC,

Kal 10 @odg mov Aolotoe uéoo tov, Omme %ol
mponyovuévae, Tot Eheye xol wal: « Tétotol O eival
UETA TNV GVAOTAON OTOV UéAAovto alidva GAotl of
dytol TEQIBANUEVOL AOWUATMS UE THUATO TTVEVUATLH
1 éAapooTtepa xal AemToTEQQ %Al TLO Qib€oia 1]
maxvtepa xal BapUtepa xal w0 YEWoN, &ad to Omoia
0 xaBop100¢et yra OV xabéva 1 otdon xat 1) 1a&n xal
1 oixeiwon ue 1o Oeo».

Avto 6tav dxovoe 6 BeomTIATATOS ROl BEOANTTOC
SUUEDV %L PO €10E TO AVEXPEAOTO BEIRO PAOS %L
gvyoplotnoe tov Oed, Mol dGEnoe TO YEVOC HOg ol
10 £xave uétoyo the Bedtntog nal e faociheioc Tov,
Eavayvoloe Tdhl oToV EaVTO TOV ROl fEEONKE Eavar nES
0710 %eMl Tov, otV mEONYOoUUEYN GVOQ®ITLYN UOLKY)
©aTdoToon. “Ouwe ue 6prove drafefaimve éxeivoug
UE ToVC 6oloVC ElYE O0GEOC %O PAVEQMVE T LVOTIRA.
TOV, OTL «YLa TOAAES NuEpes aiobavouovv avty thv
EAa@pOOTNTO TOT OWUATOS YWEIC VA xaTaAafaivm
xaBodov olite xOmo, olte meiva, oUTE SiyPa».

"Entetdn, howdy, pug avto Evovotay wévo ug to Ivetpa
%L NTOV YEUATOC Gmd T Ogind yaolopatd Tov—xal
Quords elye rabapioel xal 6 Lo TAjome TO Vo Tov—
gPheme dmTaolec nal pounTeS Amoxalvyelc tod Kvpilou
Snwe moahawd ol [Tpogites. “"Etot, £xoviac dmootohiuy
davouia, émeldi Ty UaeEn Tov ®aTnUbVvE nol ®IvoDoE
10 Ogto TTvedua, €ixe #ol TO YAOLOUO TOY AGyou o
EByave amd T xelhn tov nol, EVd HTAV ETOC %L
gnelvol diyoduunatog, Beoldynoe ol ue T BedmvevoTa
ovyyodunato Tod dSdAoREL TOVS TLOTOVS TNV &xoiBela
Thc evoefoidc Twie.

“Eyovtag avéLBel 0° Eva T€Tolo Tvevuatiro Enimedo,
aEylter viu ovyyoageL GORNTIXOVS AOYOUS %OATO
HEPAAQLOL YLD TIC OLAQPOQEES ALOETES KAl TO TAON TOU
avrtirewvtol 0° avTég, mo oo avTog Euabe dmo TV
TOOOMITIXY TOV AoKNTIRY LN ol T Bela yvdon mov
ToU d6ONxKE, ®al TEQLYQA@EL uE dxoiPela TH wovayxy
Con yoo 6oovg ™V GoxroVV %ol €101 YIVETOL YLO TOV
10QONAMTIXO AOO TMV LOVAXDY TOTAUOSC O0D YeEUATOC
TIVEVULOLTLROL VEQQL.
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O Aiwypog Tv Moty kai i Mpodooia
TA¢ MioTewg

I'papst o Tewpyios K. Toavdxns, Axpotipt Xaviov,
10/12/2020. Av kai 10 dpbpo ypovoloyeitar amo Tov
AexéuPpro tov 2020, sivar Exikapo 660 moTE TMPA TOV OL
«nyérecy tiic ExkAnciag avélafav tov kaivovpylo tovg poro
¢ moAntal 1@V Eufoiiacudv. A¢ un Ancuovovus kKai tnv
viponn th¢ Xapakoorns, otav Oyt uovo Eava-ékieiocav kai
A ol EkkAnoieg, dAra EméPalayv Tov Eptacuo tov Ildoya to
Meyéio Xapfaro...

A 01O OV Lotipe elval SLYUSS 1Tl THE TloTEWS BLITO
TOVC dAWOVORIVATOVS BLOYOVTES OF CUVEQYL.OlL
UE TOVS TEOOOTES THC TIOTEMC, LEQAQYES KO RANOLKOVC.
daivovtol fageto To Aoyl vt , ALY O TO AEVE ROl
ddaonovy ol Gylol mtatépes. AVTo AxoVoaue GTd TOVC
TaTEQES TOV Yyvmploaue ®oi adto fefatdvovtol émo
T AGYL0L ol TO ToRd.derywa TOV Gyiwy.

Ol éxulnoiec eival xhelotec Y devteon good. Thyv
ngwm @opu ol Tepdoyes (ol axolovBwe ol LSQELg)
elay 8TL... algvididotnray, ‘
OtL PEEBNraY uTEOoTH OF
TOWTOYVWOEC RATOUOTAOELS
nOL UE TO TEOOYNUC THG
«pLhavbpwmiog», Ofbev
@EOVTILOVTOC YL TOVS %LV-
duvevovtec ouVAVORWITOVS
dé€ytnurav adouaotiponta
vi. ®AelOOVV Ol €xuAnoieg,
TAQAOEYOUEVOL EUTOARTWS
Goa Eleyav ol &ybpol Tig
nioteme, GTL Ol VOOl ROl T
gv avTolc TehovuevaL ElvaL
gmxivouva yuow v vyelo tHv dvBpwmwy. “Eyxouv
elmwOf) nal &xovv yoatel 160a, Suwg ol dvopwmol
aUTOL EXUETAAEVOUEVOL TO LEQUTIXRO OYNUO KOl TV
TEOPOAY TOV ATOPEDYV TOVS ATO TU TANQWUEV
uéoo EVNUEQWOEMS %Al GO TOVS RVPEQVNTIROVS
1O W] UINYALVIOUOVE, ouveyiCovy Thy EEamdtnotl TV
XOLOTLOVDV.

Tdoo cuveEVOODVTAL UE TOVC TOALTLXOVS YL TO
Ofbev dvoryua tTOV EXxANOL®V THV TEQEL0OO TAOV
XoloToVYYEVDY, UE TEOTOVE TOU B0 £TLVOT00VYV, BOTE
VoL OV OTL DTTAQYEL LEQLUVAL YLEL TOVS TTLOTOVS KOl OTL
aymviotmzoav yi’ avtd. Kal totto didtt 6 haog, 600
araTiMToC ®al &V elva Exet TV draiodnot, puoitetat
™V meodooia xal @ofodvtal AvVTLOQGoELS, Ommg
@POPOVVTOL XL OL TTOMTLXOL UE T BAAOROTC TAQAAOY
1O ATEMECPOQO UETOO TTOV EPaEUALoVY.

Kal v avolEovv ol éxxrAnoiec THvV TOQAUOVI] ROl
™V Huéoa TV XQLOTOVYEVVOY %Ol TOV PHTOV %ol
TOOYQUUUATLOTOVV TEQLOOOTEQES THC WLBLS AELTOVQYIES

1OTO TEQITTWOL, TC OO onuaivn a0td; AMAaEe Timota,
Zrapdtnoe 0 dtwyrog; Ot éniornomol AywvioTnray VITEQ
g miotewg; To «weoPAnuatiCoua» ®ol «Bymvi@» %ol
«Tovmd» ®ol «OMBoua», oL Avauacotv, Oelyvouy ®aTy
To avto VEdEYovY ol émioxromot; T vou éxgod.tovy
ouvvolofquata, vor XAvouv ONAMOELS ROl VO YOAQOUY
OYOMOL ROl XELUEVL;

Eivot Suvatov v éminahoDvTol TV #6mmot ol Ty
AYovAaxrTNOL TOU A0 ROl VO TOQOVOLALOVY DITOYQOLPES
%Ol OLALUOLQ TUQIES, TTOORELUEVOV VO «TTLECOVV», OT|0eV,
TOVUC ®VPEQVAVTES VO TAQAYMWOENOOVV RATOLOL YLy Lot
nOL VO TO EUavioovy d¢ dywva rol virm; Agv
avtihaupdvovral téoo £EgvtehiCovial ue 1OV 100
aVToV;

Ot nvPepvivtes PAEmovVTaC 6TL O ROOUOC BYUVORTET UE
TO TOEAAG YA RO RAUTOOTQOPIXO UWETOO TOVS XL AGY()
g dpePaiog ExPdoems TOVg MG TEOS TO VYLELVOULKRO
oréhoc nal i PePaiog oirovoulrilc ®OTOOTQOPTC
OV EmamelAeTTaL, AALD ROl AGY® THC ROTDOEMS GO
OV sy%)»uouo oL TO ROTOYLHO UETQOL TEQLOQLOUOT
' the éhevbepiag, BELOVY v
nAUOVV Eva rEO dLdiena
oy tovg éufoliaouovg
xal  OtL  AAAO  TOVC
VmwodetEovv ol ®LvoDVTES
o viuata. Ot ovvepydteg
TOVC  €UUANCLAOTLROL
aioBavouevol Ty &méydela
to0 Aaol, mwolL Owd-
owyd OVVELONTOTOLEL THV
TQAYUATIROTNTA g
npodooiog g mioTeme nal
ATOUARQUVETAL ATO TOVG
PB0QETC TVEVUATIROVS TATEQES, BEAOVY KAl ADTOL RATL
VO TALEOVOLALOOUY.

“Oumg othv éxxinoia ol dydveg Oev yivoviol dmhdg
nOL YEVIRDC €V dvonatt ToD Aol mov AYaVAKRTEL.
T'ivovtal dmep tHe mioteme, 1 6moia mioTic eival O
uéyloto &yabo ywo ndabe dvBomwmo, dpa ®al YL TO
ovvoAo 10D Aaot. Kol 0’adtovg tove dydvee dgelhovy
V&L TEMWTOOTATOUV 0l émioromOoL %Al Ol ®RANQLROL ROl
v drohovBi 6 Aadc.

Ayoviotnroav Yoo THV TloTL Ol TVEVUATIXOT UOC
nyéteg; Oyt wévov Ogv aywviotnrav, Al €E
aoyfc ovvémpaav ue tovg £x0povg THg Enninolac.
AvTol dvolEav Tic mépTec nal EPaihayv uEoa Toug
TEALTMELAVOVGS. AVTOL TEOdWOoOV %ol TMOEA O
YOLOTLALVOS OEV UWITOQET VAL TTAY 0TIV EXUANOTOL YLOLTL XOL
0TOV 80610 %VdVVETEL 1O OF EnnAnoiec elvol ®AeLOTEC.
AvTtol Edmoav TO TaQdderyio THe VTOYXWENTIROTNTOS
%ol ToD ovuPipaonod Gote v arolovbfomn ®al O Aade.
“Exapoav dropdc 1o dviifeto &mo avto mol Empemne
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va yivy. ‘O momtoudotue Zté€avog EYLve TaQddeLyua.
Mote ol wdeTVEES OV B dxoAovBoVoav va €xovv
€va loyveo othoryua tot TRAov %ol vou unyv yivouv
uunteg The delhloc.

«Iva oi £§ijg éMOLX0OOLLOVUEVOL LAQTVQES ioYVOAV
Adfwot tot Eijdov Tiy vmofdboav xai ui} dcthiag
Yévovrar muntai». Acotéproc Anaoeioc, PG40,345.

Ot lepdoyec &xapav TtO Aavtibeto GmO TOV
TOWTOUAQTVEA ZTEPAVO. ZVVEQYAOTNRAV UE TOVG
moAltixove, £€x0poVg ThHe éxxAnoiog, ral &ywvav
nopdderyua delhiag xal ovufipaocuod yia Tovg
motoVe. [Tpddwoav €€ doyfic thv éuxrinoia. Agv
xonowwomoinoav ovte thv dVvaulr thHe TIOTEWC,
oUte v dVvaul 100 mAnBovg TOV TOTHOYV, 0VTE
o draduoTo To €% 100 ZuvTdyuatog ThHe YdeaC.
Kabaph mpodooia and néoa. 'EE dAlov &md uéoa
TEPTOVV ol TOAELS. ATO TOVS €vTog mEoddtes. Tig
OYVOWUEVES TOAELS TOAAEC OQEC TO OmAO %Ol
ol uefodeiec TOV AmEEM OV ®ATAPEQUV VU TIC
mopOnoovy. “Ouwg N mpodooia vog 7| dvVo &mo Tovg
NATOLXODVTESC TIC TAQESMOAV YWELE XOTO GTOVC
¢yBpovc.

«Kal yag tas 6yvoag T®V TOAEWV OTAa UEV
TAVTo WOALdxLS ®al unyavijuote tTdv EEwOev ovx
foyvoev xaleleiv, mpodooia 6& Evos i) 6vo TdHV
EVO0V 0ix0UVTOV TOMTOV GTOVNTI TOQEOWHREY TOIG
éx000is». Tndvvne Xopvodotonog (Ipog Ocddmpov
‘Exnéoovrto BY), PG 47,313.

Edd thv éxnhnoia dgv thv mpddwoav Evag 1 dvo
TUYOVTES ALITO TOVC €vToc. Thv mpddwoav ol TdloL ol
mowéves. Kai dev €yuve 1 mpodooia tdpa Eagpvird.
“Eyel Eexivioel yoovia tdpa. ‘H év Xouotd Twi &mo
TEOOWITIROC OPOUOC &YAmTNS ROl EVOVVNES EVaVTL TOT
XpLotol ®rativinoe oyd-owyd €0iwo »nal ocvvidela
®nol 0eopnog rol 0TAdL0 AVEALENG ®al AvEdov kol
naEL€pac ®al £€Eovoiog ®ol avToemIPEPaldoemg
TOAADYV ®al OLaPOQwV. ATGVNOE TO AOXNTLXO %L
AYOVLOTIXO ROl LOLQTUQLRO TVEDUO KOl PTACAUE OF
Evav dromo GvevEo AYEVOTO UOAOXO EYREPAALLO
XOLOTLAVIOWO, dexravirt ®abe éEovoiag »al noyhd
xerpaymynoeweg tot Aaod. Kévrpo &ywve miéov
0 avOBpwmog nal ol émiyeleg a&leg Tov %ol Gyl O
Xp1otog ®al 6 uoptuerog dpduoc Tov. ITorvog
lepdoyme 1 lepevg mhéov €xel Mg ®EVTEO THC dLdayig
®naol 100 mwoadelynotds Tou Tic OEleg Yo pEg ®al
ToV¢ Oelovg vOuovg nol TO TOEAdELYUD TOV AYyiwy,
rowooag mponyovuévme Soa duddoner; CEvvoeite
011 dvagépouat otovg undioavteg xot 6yl 0t Soovg
AvVTLoTEROVTAL ROl dlwxovTal 1] yhevdaloviar 1
amethovvtan).

MA@ve Yo 0OQOVE, YLO EIOLROVE, VLU PLAOCOQOUC
YL AOYOTEYVESC ®al GO éxel avtAoDv a&leg nal

rnapodeiynoto nol Sudaykc nal mpotoomec. Ti eime
6 Kapv, 1( eire 6 Povoo, i &yoaype 6 Kalaviidnne,
nal M ®AaOe peyddn didvoira xat adTtovs. AAAO
avtol ol dvBpwmot ovte THV Guaptia E€povy, olte
oV dafolro yvwoitovyv, otite T TEYVAOUATA TOV,
oUTE YLO THV oWTNELa THS Yuyic ®al TV aiwvio
Con évdagépovtal. "Etol xdOnxre M dopdieio wov
mEooTaTEVEL A0 THV Guotia, £ToL foedfraus 0To
Pdaoabpo tic dyvoiag, Eexdoaue ToVg vOuovs 1ol
Oeol nal €10l yepnlooue aipéoelg, | Lo ®ativreos
utoe dreBapuévn ratdotool xal Sha yivav &dvo
xdtw. No 1 mpodoota thc cwtnoiag. N xal ol
Tp0ddTec mowévee (vl drolovOioaue »ol neic ol
Lairol, puowrd),

«MeydAn ao@dieia meog TO Ui GUAQTAVELY
t@v Ioa@pdv 1| avdyvools, UEyas »@NuUvog xal
Paoaboov Babv tév Ioapdv 1] dyvora, ueydin
moodooia owrnoias tTo undéEv amo tdv Oeivv
eidEvaL vouwv: toito xai aigéoelg Erene, Tov10 %Al
Piov dLe@pOaguévov eioijyaye, tovito Ta dvo xdto
memoinxev». Todvvng Xpvodotouog, PG48,995.

“Otav wéver 6 AoOg YWELS TEAYULATLRY OQETY,
aAAO pabaiver otov TuTOmOLNUEVO €VOERLONO,
otV énimhaotn evoéfela, otV QavAdtTnTe ToD
Blov to1E M| WOMC THC ExnAnoioc Exer H1OM TE0dO0OT.
E&@ var avalnt0if i mpodooia, mob onfueoa eival
Oho@dvepn 0t GAOVG, EXTOC GO TOVS LEQAQYES KOl
TOVC TVEVUATIXROVS TTOV EMLUEVOUY VO INTODV DITaxon)
%Ol VO TEoTayavdiCovy Ty ovundepmot ot ®obe
SaLoVvIXO HABEOTMTIRO ®EAEVOUC TEOOBETOVTOC...
OTMOUEV ROUADS, OTOUEV UET POov Oeod!...

«Ao@diera yap wolews, o0x oixodouils aouovia,
000¢ AiBwv ueyebog, GAL 1) TGV EVOLXOUVTOY GQET].
“Qomeg 00V xal IQ0dooia ToAewS 0Vx 0inodounudtov
00000115, AL 1) TGV TOMTOV PavAioTns». Twdvvng
Xpvoootounog, PG64,793.

“Eva &4mho, &Al0 wnpoavyaAréo, mapddeiyua
amouaxeUvoems &md v ddaoxario TOV TATEQWY,
gival 1 Kolvpmdor xal 1), &g modue, ovvodog mol
Eywve éxel. Mdvov ébehotvplotvieg 1 aomévOuAoL
doyuatixdg O0gv ratalafaivovv Tl ovvépr. ‘Exel
AvayvooLooy m¢ éxxinoiec va0e aipeTINO WOQPOUCL,
TATLOTES RO TOOTEOTAVTES ®OUL OEV ovpualevetal, VY
Exel elmmOf puoLdxig Ao Tovg drylovg Tatépeg 6TL A0TO
amotehel daoviry uebodeia, Hote Tagovoldlovrog
®nat dvoudlovrtoc molheg éxnhnoiec 6 duapohrog, 1
noAUTEQU OTHVOVTAGS EI0MAN EunAnoLdv o0& 600Vg
TELOTOVY 0° ADTOV, TOVC ®AVEL VO AwotayfotV &mo
ToV Xp1070. “Onwe maAno 1ov¢ dmoudxouve Ao OV
©e0 e T eldwAa, EToL ®al T Ol TOV AeYOoUEvwY
EUNANOLOYV TOVC AmouaxQuvvelr &md THV OVIWC
gnnhnoio. ME tétoieg ueydleg émayyehieg ovvnoitet
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6 duaPoroc va EEamatd. (Zfucoa ug Ty «aydmn» yuo
TOVG eVTadElc CVVAVOQMOTOVE UNTWS TOVS XOAMoOVUE
AEOMOTLA).

«O00 mavetaL (6 6tdfolrog) amatdv tovs aoTNEiXTOVS
0¢ Y00 w0 100 eidwAa petovoudoas Ogovs amwo tod
0vtwg Ocod arwewAdvinoe Tovg avOodmovg, 0UTWS %Al
vV woAdag ExxAnoias ovoudoag, naiiov O€, €i Ol
10 GAN0OEg eimelv, eidwAia éxxAnotdv avaorioag tij
0¥ XoLot00 amotayif] tovg met@ouévovs avtd, v’
DorEQ TOTE 0L TAV AEYOUEVOY QDY GO TOT Q0D
AREOTNOEY, 0UTOG %Al VUV OLA TOV AEYOUEVOVY maQ’
a0Toig ExxANOLOV Tils VTG ExxAnoias amoomxdor).
“E@og yao t® Otaforie Ota ueydiov éxayyeiidv
ararav». Augilhdyoc Troviov CEvaviiov Alpetin@my),
oto TLG, 60,75.

Agv T E€pav aTl ol dylolL TATEQES OV TR yAV
éxel, 010 Kolvumdor, To E€pav, puowd. Av dev 1o
Eépav 1oTE OV naAvayv Yy a0t THv dovield. AM\a
nTav énel ®ol ol mpdntopec Tic CIA ol 1 ®voia
"Elodfet ITpodpduov—pueta tdvV GAADY YUVOLRGDV
0¥ [Tatodpyov, Omme Eypagpav ol £pnueidec—ral
glyav Ty o veoemoyitinn dttévia mol Exovv xal
Tea Ghol avTol ol PevdoToLUEVES.

“Otav Aowwov £€tor xobodnyeitalr 6 Aaog,
€toL yvuvaletal, €tol éxmordevetalr Amo TOUC
TVEVUATIROVE TOV, UE PLECTES, YATEVLVYXR, CUVEDQLX,
nOVPEVTES, EXOQOUES, TOALTLOTIXRY REVTOO, OULANTES
oTVA veo(a)matepn®dV AOTEQMWV, AelPava xol indVeg
oV nyaivouv mépa dBe nal YLALAOES PmTOYQOpES
®Ool UtovEOoA0Yiec 0TO ROWVWOVIXA UECO %Ol TACO
véo0g ®ol mdoo uoaloxio vo yivetalr mpoTuTOo
mvevuatirod Blov téte Tl mepuévouue; Ot dvBommot,
Ol TLOTOL TEOOKOANUEVOL OTOV ®G0E inavo 7| Avinavo
0QYAVWTIXY TVEVUATIXO, ®¢ OTadol §| axdlovbor
1 Bavnooteg, oav ué€An ovAAidyov, cav omadol
onadag, ocov Bavuooteg eidwhov THg oVYYX0VNS
Brounyaviog Tod Beduatog, AALL EVTELDHS AOYETOL ROl
Ao maedderyno xot dmo Ploua xol Gxd Eumelpia
®nol 0téYeVoL 60005650V Bilov, Tl B0 uwogovoav vo
AAUOVY UTOOOTA O° DT OV NEOAV;

“Eheye 6 ayroc Twdvvng 6 Xpuvodotopog «Av
ovupi], TOU warol Vo uv ovupi, Tohepog Evaviiov
TOV EXnANOLDOV ToD XOLOTOD %ol dLWYUOC OREYPOU
00 Yého O méoel nal méoeg xopoidiec. Kal eival
oAV @uowo. “Otav xaveig 0gv yuuvaletal mde Oo
TAEOVOLOLOTH AQUTEOS 0TOVE Gydvec»—«Ei toivuy
YEVoLTO, 0 1i] Yévorto, unde ovuPain mote, yevéoOau
worenov Exxinoitdv xat dtoyuov, Evvonoov mooogs
gotal 0 YéAwg, mooa ta 6veidn. Kai udia gixorwg
otav yug év ti) ralaiotoq unoeis yvuvdinrat, g év
T0ig aydowy Eotal Aaumeosy Twdvvng Xpuo6oTonog
(Epunveio 0to notd Matbaiov Evayyéhov). PG57,395.

Kal 6 duwynde Mede nal pall | &vomdgevrty
velorwoinols. Kai to yehowwdéotepov; "Emuévouy
ol Tepdoyec 6tL 8¢V gival dtwyndc. Puvowrd eivol
YU adtove, dLéTL &pod eival ovvepyol BEAovY Vi
amooeloovv Tic e00Uvec Tove. Kol v dtv eival
Srwyude oefaouidTorol Tl eival; ExxAnolec nhelotie,
UVOTNOLO. OVROQPAVINUEVA, T TlOoTIS AoLdwEETTAL,
ol motol dtdrovial xat dirdlovtol. IMowdg axdun
TOMLE VO A€l 8TL ETOVTOC O HALEOC EIVAL ELONVIROC
Y10 TOVC YOLOTLAVOUS ol Byt dtwyude; Kat wdAiiota
OLwyuog mov mote dgv Eyive ué€yol Tea ovte dALOg
00 ®Aun ToEd WGvVo «O VIOC THC dvouiagy;

«Aga Tic ETi TOAU@ AEyetv TOV ®aL00V TOUTOV
eionvixnov eivar XoLotiavav xal o0 paiiov SLoyuov;
%0l SLOYIOY, 0log 0TTe TGTOTE YEYOVEY OUTE Td Y0 TIG
moLjoeL TOTE TOLOTTOV €Q i) oo 0 Viog Tilg avouiag».
Méyac ABavdaoiog, PG25,785.

Toluwodv nail to Aéve ol 1OLoL ol émloxromol Thg
gxnAnolag ®ol ol TVEVUOTIXOL TOLWEVES TOD AaoD. Kal
1OTNYOQODV ROl GO TAvVW Goovg dgv drolovbotv
™V mEodooia Tovg, ®xal wdAlota TEoomafoTy Vo To
otneiEovv Sha avTO TOTEQLRMC, dLaO-TEEPAWVOVTOC
0 AV,

Myv mhavaobe, mhoveuévor mowwéves. Kiriw ol
aoefeic meplmatodol. “Exovv yiver nat Eavayivel
Oha a0td. TTpdyuatt & Stwyudg YIVETAL YLO TIG
auatiec nag, Ao avTo 08V onuaivel—Ommg €0€lg
TO EQUNVEVETE TOLQATAAVADVTOC TOVS BLVOQDTOVC—VL
uelvouue ue oTavowuéva x€oLa, SeLAotl ®at ofLonévol,
€paoUALoVTog EX0VOTMC TIC EVTOAES TMY TVEAVVMYV TOV
ALROVY TNV TIOTL, DOTE VO UNV QAIVETAL O dLWYWOC
8T elval doynde drhe 8t metoOfrape ol EToL 1
VIEOTA] %ol 6 EEVTIAMONOC HOLS VO ELVOLL LEYAAUTEQOC
Ao TOV %IVOUVO TOV ATELLDY TOV TUQAVV®Y.

«IletBotig dvoua moooeivar Td YIVOUEVY, U]
TVoaVVidog, &g @v ueitov i Tov xvdvvov 1O Tilg
aioyvvng av0alpeTws ywooioL weog TV GoEfetav».
Tonydorog Ocordyoc CEmtdgrog eic Kawodorov),
PG35 768.

Kol pAérovue §tL cvveyiletar | ovvepyaoio oag
UE TOVC OLMATES %Al AVAROLWVAVOUYV dnudoila 8Tl
«n éxxAnoto B ovuuetdoyn oThHv E€xoToaTElN
gupoiraonod» (Kunihwog 9/12). Zthv éxotpateia
gupoiraonod! Mg ti updiia; IMapd ta 6oa Aéve ol
gmuotiuovee (8L ol émitayuévol »ol TANEmUEvol)
®nol Tic EmpuAdEelg mob datvmadvouy... Kol xaht
ol é¢motnuoves. “Omote B€hovv nal 6molovg BELoVY
axodv zal émxalovvrat. TovAdylotov vo xovyav
Mydxt rnal Tovg dylovg; TTpoléyer 6 dyroc Iatowog:
«Toga wdl magovordoOnxe uLa Goowvotia, yLa Tiv
omoia Poiixav Eva éufoiio wov Oa eivar VToYPEOTIXD
xai, yLo va to xdvn xaveis, 0o Tov o@oayiiovvs.
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Ayioc ITatoroc Aywopeitne, Adyor B (1999), Sovowty
®ecoalovinng, oeh. 181

AN TOoVv @ywo Iatowo Ou axovoovue Euelc
Eueic eluaote M tepapyia. Kot tdte mol Lovoe ta
Ol ywotav: «ZexdOago ta yodeow 010 QUAALGSLO
“Ynueia td®v xatod®v’, dg éveoynon 6 xabevag
avdAloya ue tiv ovveionoi rov. BéPata uepixoi
eimav: “E, avti eivar pLa yvoun évog xaioyijoov
oev eivar 1) 0on tijc Exxinoiag”. Eyo onog d&v
eima dixij pov yvoun, dAia drarvzwoa axii Ta
Aoyia tot Xorotod, tov EvayyeAiov, yrati tipv étxn
OGS YVOUT TEETEL VA TI)V VTOTATOOVILE OTO OEAN LA
t00 Ocot, mov éxpodietral uéoa oto Evayyéiio».
Ayioc [Tatowog 8.t. oeh. 184.

O nahdyneocg péPata ayroratatdydnre, dnhadiy
aAvayvmeiotnxe xol Emonumwe 1 AyLéTng Tov %ol
optotnre NMuéga €oQTigc TOU. AAAL uéyoL éxel.
Ed® dev dnodv olte XpL010, 0UTE ALITOOTOAOVC,
oUte TOVC Talalovg aylovg matépes. Ou dxrovoovyv
TOV @TWYO ®OoAdyeQ0; “O00L TOV YVAdQLoAV %ol
GooL tov éumiotevoviol EATICw vo E€povv Tl Ba
axolovBnoovv. Ot VmSAoLToL %xLvdVveEVOUV VO
TAvVE VTAROVOL %Al POAOHLOUEVOL: «AVOTVYDG,
xal wdit 00LouUEvoL “I'vootixol” Qaoxtdvovy ta

TVEVUATIXG TOVS TEXVE OOV TA Lwod, Oij0ev yLa va
il otevoywotovvrat. “A¢v melpdiel avtor 6év eival
.. Aylog

Timote. AQrel E0OTEQLRA VA TLOTEVETE.”»
Motowoc 8.m. oeh. 191.

KL Qv UEC TO OmiTL OOV OV mLOTEVEL RAVEIS, OVTE O
Aavopag otte T TALLOLE OOV, KAl UEIVELS EVOS UES
TO O7iTL, £E0n0MOVOEL VU TLOTEVELS OTOV OEQ.

Ku &v uéoa othv xowvmvia, v oAy, T0 ¥weLd, TV
AbBNva TEcOVV %Ol TEOOXVVIOOVY TOV dLdfolo, Evag
va ueivelg péoa oty ABnva, €0 va unv dpvnbeic Tov
XloTo.

Ku &v 6An 1) ‘EAAGO0—6 un YEVOLTO—YOVATIOEL OTOV
OLafolro %L dpvnoel 1oV XpLoTo, Evac Vo HEIVELS 0TV
‘EALGOQ, unv dovnOeic tov XoLoTo.

Ku av 6hog 6 mhavntng ovnbetl tov XoLoto %t Evog
UEIVEL OTOV TAAVATY, UETVE €0V UE TOV XQLOTO.

Tatt 6 “Evag Ba virnoet, 6 ‘Inootic Xototdd!

Moaxagrotog ‘Entoxromog moonv PAooivng
Avyovotivog Kavtiotng (+2010)

O Oupdg 100 Ocol dév "Etreoe Moévo
oTd Z68oua, AAAG MTropel va Méael kai
o¢ Xpiomiavikeg MoAeig Mapopoieg ué
T Z660ual

Amo 10 Piplio: «Agv @raver uovo n Iliorny, Tepamoorolikes
Emiorodés B, Ayiov Nuxoldov BeAyipofirs.

Z’ g€va ®dtowro toh Zéuovv, yi
TNV RATOOTEOPY TMOV Z000UMmV:
«atl 6 Oe0c nOTEOTOEYPE TO
S6doua;», omtote. Mo Ogv odc
RATEOTN OOQEC GO THV 1O T
Toagh tod Oeo®; «Eime 8¢ Kvoroc
xoavyn Xodouwv xol I'ouopoag
mexAnBvvralr meoOc ue, xal ai
" Lo =¥ Guaptiol aUVTOV usya/lae OPOOQ»
(Tev. 18:20). Kal 811 1] paptios oddpumv tov Eviwg
TOAD LEYAAN ROl OQOOET, Pa.iveTOL ®al ATO TO OTL OV
ety Poedel oTite déna dinatol. AdTL oThv o Tnomn Tol
dlratov APgadu, oy B0 O TAOTEEYEL TV ALULAQTMAY
OAY, Ot mepimTwon moL Bt 0° avTh déna dinalovg,
6 Kdproc amdvinoe nol eime: «OU ui) GmoAéow Evexey
1@V 86xa» (Tev. 18:32).

AN OV BoéOnray otite déna. “Olot oi wohitec oy
ot olepo évavtiov Tod Oeod ral évavtiov T puong.
Ol YuyEC TOUS NTAY VEXOEC VA T ODUATA EXPUALOUEVCL.
'V avto yromnoe «Oeiov, xal xvo» (Iev. 19:24), 1o
ovuporo T fowduas ot the EEayng TV Tab®V TOUC,
%Ol GO To Z0doua dEV Euelve Timota TANY 10U ®axoD
OVOUATOC XAl THS POLXLALOTIXTC BN YNONG.

“Ouwg dtv €neoe 6 Ouuog 1o ot uévo oto odoua,
AL nal ot mohAEC BALeC TOheLS, SO 1) duapTio eiye
®AVEL TOVC AVORWTOVS dVoU0QEOVS 0t T€ToLo Pabud,
@ote Vo UV uotdlovv rabolov mo ne 1o £€0yo Tl
0vpAvIov Anuoveyod. Kai épdoov 1ol €yLve ug Tig
HOUEC TOLELC, OTIC OTOTEC SEV ElE AUOVOTEL TO Evoua
10D ‘Inco® XpLotod, TGow WAALOV UITOQET VO CVUPET
UE TIS YOLOTLOLVIXES TTOAEIC—TIS EPAULAAES ) TOLOOUOLES
MC TEOC TO ROKO UE TO ZOOOUO—TIC PATTLOUEVES OTO...
dvoua 10D Kvpitov Yiod toh Geod;

Awofdote v dmeldy) To0 ZmTHee TEOS THV TOAN
Kamepvaoiw: «Kai ov Kawepvaovu, 1 Ewe 1ot ovoavod
Ywbleioa Ewc ddov xatafifaction dti ei év Zodouoic
&yevnOnoav ai Svvdueis ai yevouevai év ool, Euetvav
av uéyot tijc ofueoov.» (Mot 11:23).

Kol mpdyuati, 1 mpognteio éxmAnowOnxre: éxel
Omov xamote oTEXOTAV 1) VIEQNPAVYN TOAN THS
Kameovoobu tdoa eival adiaméoactoc Oauvddng
TOTOC, TMETEES KUl QWALEC PLOL®DY. ME T0 pdtia
TOUC TO €10V ®al e THv xapdia Erpepnav Slot ol
TEOOXRVVNTES TOV Aylwv Tommv.




Orthodox Heritage

Page 18

Vol. 19, Issue 05-06

‘H EGAoyn Avnouxia Evog Xapitwpévou
épovra
I'pagpet 0 HAiag KaAliopag.

Ag xdvovue éueis 1o modto Pijua xa 0 XQLotog
0a avaldfer o vmwororma
T F T

0tc ug ndleoe dmpooddxnto €vog YEWATOG

xéom vépovtag amo v ‘Hrepwtiry "EALGSC.
‘Ouoroyd OtL mEdyuatL SopvidotTn®a &mo aVTO
T0 TMAepadvnua! Aot 1 €v Adyw ayla Yyuyh Oev
ouvvn0itel v vdver xaTL tétoro. Kabe dhho wdiloto.
To é&vtiBeto ioyveL.

28g ®owvomoLd, 0T ovvEyela £€v ovvtoula, ®dmola
&md adTo TOU Nov ELmE KoL VTOYOAUULOE & €V ASYw
avBpowmog Tod Oeo:

«[Tad( pov, 6 Kvploc eivar mdoo mohd OApévoc.
“Oo0, duotmg, ot 1 Mntépa Tov, 1
Kvpia ®eotdnog, ug 6Aa adto TOU
yivovTtol oTic U€QES Lo, oToV AyLo
Témo poc. OMYnN ueydin yeutter thv
PYuyn Hov, Tov VITAQYOVYV CHUEQN
1EQAOYES WE QLVTEC TIC TTVEVUATLXES
B€0¢€Lg, XOOULHES CUUTTEQLPOQES HOALL
avBpd LYY 0TAoT ATEVAVTL RVQTWS
ot gupoiia. Eivol émapddexto
Ay vo mECovy ®ATOLoL GO TOV
aywo Aupova yuo va éupoiiacotv
ol dvbowmor. No éupfoiiaoBet,
Onhadn, O6lo aveEalpétwg TO
TOLUVLS TOVC.

I[Tapa moAVE TAGVOC OTEVAYWOET
1O WATOVEL TV ®aEOLA o, otdi
Hov, YL T onuepLvi Atotrodoa
"ExxAnoia ®ol Tic uh TateQunéc e
Béoelg dmEvavtL oTo BEUATA RAL TIC VTOYQEWDOELS
e ayiog woag ExxAinoiag, eidindc amd méQuol Tov
MaTtio »ol TV T TY eAon 10D ®opwvoilol. “Ommg
gval Yy mapddetypna, 1O ®Ahelowpwo legdV vodv, 1)
AmayYOQEVOT 1] TO OTAUATNHUO TAOV ALTAVELDV, T
EmPoM) TOV Loox®V HEcH 0TOVS LEQOVS VOLOVGS, ROl
TOAAO. AN

Mropeic, madi pov, vor wod melg, yiati To ®avouy
OA0L ADTO TOL AUOAQTWAG, TO POLATO XAl ATOQAOERTA
ol aywor deomdteg pog Agv xatalofaivouv 6tL to
d10ev EupSita etvar & ydc Odvatoc Yo ToALoVC &md
ToVg ovvavlpwmovg nag TT doaye ovupaiver; Mo
€0Mm yivetar wia dvev mponyovuévou yevortovia!
AEV 10 ®aTtaAoPalivouy URTme avTo ol LeQAQyeS Uag;
laati dpaye dgv 10 aiocBdvovtal xdTL Tétolo %ol
A0 TOAV ueydAo xaxo mov Ggopd OAOxANEN THYV
avbommoTnTAL,

Mmopegic vor nod meie, axdun, yioti 1 ®vp€pvnon 600
®noL M Emteom) TV eid @V 10D ®EATOVS EmMUEVEL
TG00 TOAY 0TO VO YIVOUV ug #a0e ®60T0C, GUECU ROl
ndon Bvoia to Eupoia; Md, dev 10 Aéve ol 1dieg ol
ETOLQETEC MOV TaQAyovV ATl TO «EUfoiio» 6TL TO
EUPSALA TOVC Elval, ROTY TOMTOV, TELQAUOTIRO KoL
gyovv, éniong, devtepov, WOvVov TEOOoWELVY AdeLa
xonong;

ANNG, &v tovUTOlg Oumwg, 06Ea td Toradixd
Oed® eVTVYDC 6 KUpLog noag edAdynoe ral poTLOE
ndpa moArovg “EAAnveg nal ol tdiol ByfHrav, ot
OAO%ANON AoV THYV YDOO, UE SVVOAULKRES TOQETES,
ueyaleg ovvabpoioelg, aAvOoWmivy dviiotaon ®aol Ue
TOAMAES HOL CUYHEXQLUEVES OLAUCLQTVQIES RATO TAOV
upoliaoudmy.

IToudi pov, uio eiva 1) @Aideia: Eiva &yninuo xato
™ dvBpwmdtntag 6 éufoliaoudg Kal eidwwa tdv
modL®dvV! Meydhlo »axo xal uéya
gyninua!

“Eyelg tv €0y wov, modi pov, v
AVELS RO £0V BTL Elva AvOpmTivIg
dvvatov va Seonrwbolv oTh
ovvéyelo 6AO0 rOl TEQLOOAGTEQOL
“EAAVEC ROTO TOV RVPEQVNTIXDV
gyriqudtov xol 6hov Gowv
dLamedTToVV E%0VoTmS 1) dxovoimg
gyrnMjuato xato 100 AvopwmTLvou
vévoud!

Eivol mdoa moAy peydin éavayxn
vo. PoebBolv otovg Opduove T
‘EAAvomovia, Eava »al Eavdl.

ITpémel v ovveyloete palirdtepa
rat dvvauwndtepa, yroti OFv
g€xete AAAO TEOMO TEOOTOOIOC,
avrtiotaong xol &viidpaong xato
TOV CodV TOV AOO®V TaLdLdv pog!

No ovyxevtowBOeite, vo @wvdaEete, v
drapaptuenbeite, vo xAeloete GAovg Tovc dpOUovg,
wdAL vat Eavdl.. Xmoeig téhod!

To Eavarém! Kivovvetvouv 1 ‘EALGOO nal eidindteQa
o ABOo rol Gyvo maldld pog!

“Eyete, maduer 1ot Kvpilov judv Inocod Xouotot pog,
TV 0A0YI0 LoV XAl THV EVYH LOV VO TTOAEUNOETE RO
v dvateéete THV EyRANUaTIX 0T ®OTAoTOOoN,
POXTY) OTAOT %L %O TNPOO XY 0viny) mopela. Elval
€0vinn avayxm.

“O0o0 Yo uéva, v @Taoovue 0TO oNUETo v Lo Todv
Vo uaivouyv 0to Gyto Movaotnol Lo ATORAELO TR
®al wévov ol éupoiiacuévol, vAvw TOAM TEOOEVYN
otv IMavaylo pog, v nod émitpéPel ®aAvteQa Vo
TO ®AElOW TOQO VO EEYWEIoMW TO TALdAKLL POV, TOV
goyovrtol oty Tepa Movy, 6mov draxovd 1ov Kupld
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Hwov %ol Oed nov YL ToAheg dexaetieg, yiow vo foodv ot
duoL aylo dyarhicom, ovpdvies evyée, Oeineg ebhoyieg
noL E0WTEQLXY LN VN %Al YOLOA!

To Savalém yo uia dxdun oot vat obc eV oy®! N
avtiotadeite! Avvapird. Kot Ao xol teguoodtepol v
ouva.0po(Ceote nal vo dtauapTieode TV ®ABe Emouevn
@opd. “Oho »ol TEQLOOOTEQOL OL CUVAOQOLOUEVOL.

Ot oroTtewveg duvauelg dev Bo otapatioovy 5@ T
@ortd Tovg o€, Kdvte »vdtL »at éogic. "Eotm ®al
namoLo TEAyLaTo Wk 1 ®ot undeviric aiac Kali,
ot ovvéyela, 6 yhvrvtatog xal [Tavayabog Incotc
noc 0o xdver Sha T Veoloumo. Ou EmEuPetl..».

KAelvovtag, 1€hog, Oa odic xataypdPpmw avTtd TOU
ELTE TTOAM YVWOTOC &yLopel(TNC YEQOVTOC 0TOV Aloviom
Moaxof, mov Peédnxre oto Ayiov “Opog moiv Alyeg
uépec: «Ilp€mel vo dhoete TOMMATAY Ol SUVOULKY
wdym. Xoerdletar moAhot v xAvouy &ymyEg, unvioeLs,
EEDOLO, AT, ®aTO TOV AEYDOY TOV REATOVS, HOTE
NATOLOL VO OPNOODV TIC VOULKES XOLL AOLITES OVVETELES
1O VO VTTOXWENOOVV OTO EUPOALOL, RATT.».

H alld, Stav ywvdtav Evac téhepoc, NTay év auivn
NOLVELS HOL TN YOULLVE VO YD VLIOOT), VO TOAEUNOM),
vy vou vrtepaomiotii Ty [ateida tov, 10 £€6voc Tov.
Twoa dgv maue vo vrepaomioovue TV Iotoida pnoc i)
va AywvioBotue, yior vou Ui wag ®xdypouv ot fagpfapot
TO OT{TLOL Pag 1) VO Ul Wag Taeovy thv AdeAen nag
®ol wog dtudoovy, ovte maue yia €va €0vog ij Yo
uta ideohoyta. Twpa maue 7j yia Tov XQLOTO 1} YLt
ToVv didpolro.

Elvou #0000 pétmmo. Sty Katoyi) ywvéoovy flowac,
yiati 0gv yapetotoec Evayv Feppnavd. Twoa yiveool
nomacg, yiatt dgv yoLeetdc tov didporo. ITdvtwe B
dotue poPfeptt yeyovota. O S000TVV TVEVUATIXES
ndyec. Ol ‘Ayrol B dyraoBoVv TeEQLOOATEQO %Al Of
pvmaol Ba yivouv pumapwtegol. Nuwbw uéoa nov
ula woenyoold. Mia uméoa eivat ®ol 6 dydvag et
aEla, yrotl topa dev Egovue £x000 tov Ay [Taow i
tov XitAEQ 1) TOV MovoovAive, GAAO TOV dtdfohro. TV
avTo Ba Exovue ®olt 0VEAVLO HLOHOO.

O Oe0g G¢ dElomoon T0 ®arod o€ ol ooy Kalog
Ocdc.

Aytov ITatoiov Tov Aytopeitov

Opbodoia kai Mamopodg

Ex 700 mepiodikod «O Ootog Pirdébsos tijs [apovy tedyos 20,
Mdiog-Avyovarog 2007. Exdooels «Opbodoéos Kvwérny.
Keiuevo 100 Opbodobov ovyypapéwns kai Oupoloyntov
@aorn Kovroylov. Av kai ypouuévo Mioov aidva mpiv
Kal avapépetal ora T0TE YeYovoTa, SUMS Elval GKpOS Kal
opauatika Exikaipo. Towg 010t1 wavrote 1 podooia Oa ival

70 010 dauuovikn v 1 Ouooyia 10 010 Ocodidaxtn. Ag
oSwapvlabovue 10 pvotipio tiic Opbodoliag pa.

eyGAho, TOAD peydho xal omovdaio eival Eva

htuo Tov 0V tol dwoave oyedov xabBolov
mp0o0o0YY oi meptooétepot “EAAnvec. Ki avto eival to
011 &to naLpo doyioave ndmolol dtrol nog ®xAneLxol vo
BEAoVV Ral VO ETLOLWOROVY VO, SECOVV OTEVEC OYECELS UE
TOVC TATILROVE, TOV &ML TGO00VC i®dVES WS ONUAEVE.
Totl ot aAnOwvd, Ogv Urtdoyel o ueyarlog avtinayog
™S PUATIC nag, %L ETiUovog &vTinayog, Tov, CWVEL Rl
nolo O€her v opfpfjoel v ‘OpbodoEia.

Ol deomotddec mob elma mhg Tove Eminoe, GEagvo
%L dvamdvieya, 0 €omtag ue Tovg Aativoug, Aéve
TOC TO navovpe AmO «Aydmn». Mo adto eivol
x0ovdpoeLdeoTATN dtnatoloyio xol oAl B0 ®dvouve
VO TUQOTHOOVVE AVTO TO QOOOAMAL THS «EYATNS», TOV
™V navoue petilt.

‘O duapforog, dua Bernoel VoL *AVEL TO TLO TOVHQO
oy vidt tov, wAd, 6 dlrtiorog Y aydan. “O,ti elme 6
X016, TO AEYEL %L AVTOC RAATIX AL, VIO VO EEYEL.OEL.
Twoa, ot oAt voB0VUEVA, TOVS QAOOPOQOUS WS
otV II6An, tovg énlaoe mapoEvouodg The aydmng
yior Tovg Ttadidvovg, mol otéxovvial, Ommwe TavTa,
%®EUOL ROl TEENPavoL xot OV yvpitovve vi ToUg
00Uve a0V TOVC TOVC «€V XOLoTH AOEAPOVC», TOV o
TOVEC XAVAVE ALTTO TOV ROLQO TMV ZTOVEOPOQWY TOCUE
T, OV Tovg Tdrave uijte Todorog, unte Tatapog,
wte Mopayetdvog.

“Towg %t ol OLrol wag v #Avouy Ao TaeeENyNUEvN
rahoovvn. “Omwc elma, ol TepLoodTEQOL S0l pag dtv
doave xauuLe onuooio 0 aDTES TIC PLAOTATTLRES
AWVHOELS, TOV EIVOLL OAVATOC YL TO YEVOC LOC RO TTOV
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ALEKSANDR SOLZHENITSYN’S
ANSWER TO AMERICA’S
PROBLEMS

By Bill Connor, “The Christian Post,” September 30, 2020. Bill
Connor, an Army Infantry colonel, author and Orangeburg attorney,
has deployed multiple times to the Middle East. Connor was the senior
U.S. military adviser to Afghan forces in Helmand Province, where he
received the Bronze Star.

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (1918 — 2008) won the Nobel Prize in
literature in 1970. He was pivotal in revealing what life was
like in the days of the atheistic communist Soviet Union. He
is the mind behind his powerful book Voice from the Gulag.
Trof
Men have forgotten God; that's why all this has happened.
[Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn]

Tt

ith the 2019 Pew Research

Poll showing the percentage
of Christians in America dropping
from 77% in 2009 to 65% in 2019,
the religious transformation of
Americans cannot be ignored. For
many Americans, religion is seen
as a personal matter which should
be disconnected from public life.
Many of the political left assert
. Christian values are a danger to
; = public decision making. Amy Co-
ney Barrett was grilled by Democratic Senators about the po-
tential dangerous role her religious beliefs might play during
the 2018 Appeals Court confirmation hearings. The reality is
that the level of religion in a nation is of utmost importance to
the future of the nation. The prophetic warning of the danger
of national Spiritual decline, by author and Soviet dissident
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, is what America desperately needs
right now. Let me explain.

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn was born in Russia in December
1918. Though Baptized in a Russian Orthodox family, Sol-
zhenitsyn experienced the anti-Christian fervor of the Soviet
Union growing up and he became a militant atheist com-
munist. During World War II, Solzhenitsyn served as an
Artillery Captain and was thrice decorated for bravery fighting
Nazi Germany. Despite heroism in the Red Army, in 1945
Solzhenitsyn was given an 8-year sentence to a Soviet Gulag
due to private criticism of Stalin. It was during that period
the Solzhenitsyn experienced a religious conversion back to
the Orthodox Christian faith of his youth. He came to see the
hatred of Christianity at the heart of Communism, and came
to better understand the ultimate reason for the horror of 60
million dead in the Soviet Union. As Solzhenitsyn wrote, it
took root due to the nation turning from God.

Solzhenitsyn was released from the Gulag in 1953, and at-
tempted to publish works critical of the Gulag system and
the Soviet Union. After persecution by the Soviet authorities,
Solzhenitsyn was ultimately stripped of his Soviet citizenship
and expelled from Russia. He lived in America from 1976
until after the fall of the Soviet Union, when, in 1994, he
returned to his home country of Russia. While in America,
due to his international acclaim as a writer and dissident
Solzhenitsyn was invited to give many speeches to various
Western audiences. In 1978, Solzhenitsyn shocked liberal
Harvard University by warning of the danger of the material-
ism and rising secularism he saw pervading and corroding the
West. Solzhenitsyn compared the horrible consequences of
state enforced atheism in Communism Soviet Union to the
secularism and materialism he saw in America.

It was at his 1983 address when receiving the Templeton
Award that Solzhenitsyn succinctly explained the reason for
the Bolshevik Revolution and the barbarity and atrocities it
wrought on the world: “Men have forgotten God, and that’s
why all this happened.” This was the ultimate explanation
for the horrors of Socialism. Solzhenitsyn was also providing
warning that America could experience the same by “forget-
ting God.”

According to Solzhenitsyn, violent revolution followed God-
lessness and increased Godlessness: “It was Dostoevsky, once
again, who drew from the French Revolution and its seeming
hatred of the Church the lesson that ‘revolution must neces-
sarily begin with atheism.” That is absolutely true. But the
world had never before known a godlessness as organized,
militarized, and tenaciously malevolent as that practiced
by Marxism. Within the philosophical system of Marx and
Lenin, and at the heart of their psychology, hatred of God is
the principal driving force, more fundamental than all their
political and economic pretensions. Militant atheism is not
merely incidental or marginal to Communist policy; it is not
a side effect, but the central pivot. To achieve its diabolical
ends. Communism needs to control a population devoid of
religious and national feeling, and this entails the destruction
of faith and nationhood.”

Solzhenitsyn went on to explain the counter to the Marx-
ism and secularism of his day. Prophetically, this provides the
answer to the rising Marxism and anarchy we find growing
in America today. As Solzhenitsyn explains, contrary to the
group, racial, and class divisions of Marxism, America must
look to God, both as a nation and as individuals:

“All attempts to find a way out of the plight of today’s
world are fruitless unless we redirect our consciousness, in
repentance, to the Creator of all: without this, no exit will
be illumined, and we shall seek it in vain. The resources we
have set aside for ourselves are too impoverished for the task.
We must first recognize the horror perpetrated not by some
outside force, not by class or national enemies, but within
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each of us individually, and within every society. This is espe-
cially true of a free and highly developed society, for here in
particular we have surely brought everything upon ourselves,
of our own free will. We ourselves, in our daily unthinking
selfishness, are pulling tight that noose.”

In America today, we see the increasing attacks on the founda-
tions of our traditional Christian faith and our nation by groups
like antifa and BLM and ideas like Critical Race Theory and the
1619 project. Whether by destruction of statues and memori-
als to the nation and Church, or by shaming national history
through fraudulent alternative historic narratives. Solzhenitsyn’s
answer to this is the unbeatable power of Christianity.

“The centralized atheism (Soviet Union) before whose armed
might the whole world trembles still hates and fears this un-
armed faith (Christianity) as much today as it did 6o years
ago. Yes! All the savage persecutions loosed upon our people
by a murderous state atheism, coupled with the corroding
effect of its lies, and an avalanche of stultifying propaganda —
all of these together have proven weaker than the thousand-
year-old faith of our nation. This faith has not been destroyed;
it remains the most sublime, the most cherished gift.”

After his conversion from Communism to Christianity in
a Soviet Gulag, Solzhenitsyn always foresaw the ultimate
triumph of Christianity. Joseph Pearce put it best of Sol-
zhenitsyn’s life and our hope in Christianity: “Little could
Solzhenitsyn have known when he languished as one of the
many millions in the Soviet prison system that he would out-
live the Soviet system and, furthermore, that his own courage
would play an important part in that very system’s collapse.”

Like Solzhenitsyn, let us put our faith in the power of Chris-
tianity to triumph over the modern darkness seeking to en-
velop our nation and let us never forget God.

CER TR
ver a half century ago, while I was still a child, I recall
hearing a number of old people offer the following ex-

planation for the great disasters that had befallen Russia:

“Men have forgotten God; that’s why all this has happened.”

Since then I have spent well-nigh 5o years working on the

history of our revolution; in the process I have read hundreds

of books, collected hundreds of personal testimonies, and
have already contributed eight volumes of my own toward
the effort of clearing away the rubble left by that upheaval.

But if I were asked today to formulate as concisely as possible

the main cause of the ruinous revolution that swallowed up

some 60 million of our people, I could not put it more ac-
curately than to repeat: “Men have forgotten God; that’s why
all this has happened.”

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (+2008)

From “Voice from the Gulag”

DE-MYSTIFYING THE CoOVID VACCINE
Monk Paul of the Holy Mountain, Biologist, MD Molecular Biology
and Biomedicine.

It is with sorrow and wonder that we are observing an event
unprecedented in world history. In the name of “love” for
the elderly and the more vulnerable, vaccination is being
scheduled for all people worldwide, in order to exterminate
the implacable “invisible enemy,” known as Corona virus
SARS-Cov2 (Covid-19):

* A necessary legal framework that will abolish the right
to individual choice and will “defend” the benefit-right to
public health (Law 4675/2020 for Greece).

* An accompanying governmental authoritarianism to
enforce it.

* Creating demand and expectation for the vaccine (ter-
rorism-brainwashing by the media with the dilemma of
“vaccine or social incarceration-isolation”).

* Unilateral funding for the production of the vaccine,
for controls by clinical trials, for mass-production in vast
quantities and for delivery to every corner of the planet—at
the expense of research for finding and producing special-
ized antiviral drugs.

These are just some of the steps in the protocol already
being implemented in order to reach this milestone event.
Businessmen, journalists, government officials, and inter-
national Non-Governmental Organizations are almost daily
propagating the vaccine like a magic wand that will sup-
posedly allow humanity to return to the pre-Covid era. On
the other hand, instead of the scientific community (with
the exception of an excessively projected, vaccine-obsessed
elite), stigmatizing this misinformation, it has been keeping
a “fishy silence” about what people should really expect from
the vaccine, with the exception of a few inspired instances,
such as Professor Dr. Yannis loannidis. In fact, this specific
“pandemic” anything BUT justifies worldwide vaccination.
Let’s see why:

1. The particularly low mortality rate of the disease, but
also its distribution by age, clearly denote that vaccina-
tion, whenever it becomes feasible, must be targeted. This
percentage is fictitiously over-evaluated for the time being
(-2.5%) : on the one hand, due to the over-representation
of severely positive cases of the virus, and on the other,
given that the death toll from Covid-19 has also included
the deaths of cases found positive for Covid-19 but with
other, underlying diseases (not the SARS respiratory syn-
drome). Recent studies which have estimated the number
of deaths in relation to the actual number of people ex-
posed to the virus—based on serological tests (antibody
tests) in a specific geographical area—have determined that
this percentage is of the order of magnitude of seasonal
flu (certainly <1%).
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It should be noted that even if the epidemic returns, as
is the case with influenza, the health system will deal with
it more effectively, as now there is experience in managing
the disease (more ICUs). Hence, mistakes of “Italy’s kind”
will not be repeated, leading to a further reduction of the
mortality rate. Based on the above, even if a truly safe
and effective vaccine is produced (something especially
difficult for corona viruses’ biology), it can be justified
for administering it only to high-risk groups, as is done
with the seasonal flu vaccine. Needless to say that it is
not justified for administering it to children—who are
in their vast majority asymptomatic, nor to people who
have been exposed and are immune to the virus (positive
antibody test), given that they already have what the vac-
cine would have given them.

2. The Covid-19 virus, as opposed to influenza, mainly
affects people in the third and fourth age groups, where
the phenomenon of immune senescence occurs—that is,
the reduction in size, quality and duration of their im-
mune response-protection—which can occur, after being
vaccinated. In other words, the vaccine-induced active
immunity may not be capable of protecting the elderly,
who are the par excellence “target” of the corona virus;
hence, the finding of an anti-viral therapy should be a
priority—assuming that the protection of the elderly is
in fact what is desired.

3. Related to the above, is that with seriously ill patients,
acute respiratory failure occurs through an immuno-path-
ological mechanism (a “storm” producing inflammatory
cytokines and reducing CD4 and CD8 T-mediated im-
mune response). There are serious concerns that vacci-
nation will exacerbate this immune complication in the
event of a subsequent viral infection and will consequently
worsen the patient’s clinical course. A similar effect was
observed with the FeCoV coronavirus vaccine, which af-
fects cats and causes peritonitis.

4. The logic of eradicating an infectious disease through
global vaccination, on the one hand presupposes the ex-
istence of a very safe and very effective vaccine, and on
the other hand, most importantly that there be no other
hosts of the virus in the natural environment. That is,
man has to be the only species that can host the virus.
This is true of the polio virus, but it does not apply to the
coronavirus, because all research suggests that the virus
originated from bats. Unknown and controversial remains
the intermediate link (host?) which had transported it
from the bats’ caves of Wuhan city.

In any case, the disappearance of the virus through global
vaccination would only be temporary—in other words, a
terrible waste of resources, inasmuch as it could transfer
from its natural refuge (the bats or the intermediate host)
to the human population at any given moment, capably

mutated for bypassing the existing herd immunity and
initiating a new pandemic.

5. Coronaviruses, being RNA viruses, mutate rapidly,
gaining genetic and therefore antigenic diversity. This
diversity, especially for coronae, also increases through
RNA recombination, due to the particularly inconsistent
mode of transcription of viral RNAs. Two types have
already been identified for SARS-Cov2, S and L. It is
doubtful that a vaccine can provide both equal coverage
for all strains of the virus that emerge, as well as perma-
nent protection over time, hence underlining one more
time the importance and priority of finding anti-viral
drugs against coronavirus. It is quite likely, therefore,
that over time, a global vaccination evolve into regular
global vaccinations.

Could this perhaps be the aim? Perhaps the corona is the
long-awaited pretext for launching the universal transition
to a hybrid human biology, where the human body will be
protected, strengthened and ultimately dependent on plat-
form technologies (genetic engineering, digital interfac-
ing) through regular vaccinations-updates. But why all the
rush for a vaccine that not only does not promise much,
but is the cause for concern in the scientific community,
especially if it is produced in a hurry and implemented
en masse? Finally, do the pharmaceutical industries serve
man, or does the opposite apply?

The reality is that - 99% of people infected with coro-
navirus survive. Emphasis (i.e., funding) should be placed
on how to target the 1% of those who do not survive,
in spite of a host of pharmaceutical options (immuno-
modulators, monoclonal antibodies, RNA polymerase
inhibitors, proteases, etc.). Already, the first results from
the form of hydroxychloroquine-azathromycin as well as
from a monoclonal antibody that targets the superficial
glycoprotein S of the virus are very encouraging.

Of course, part of an anti-viral strategy is also the de-
velopment of a safe and effective vaccine. However, as
analyzed, its forced production (1 year instead of at least 6
years) with so many gaps in the knowledge of the biology
of the corona is not indicated—much less its mandatory
mass implementation. It is a tragic scientific forfeiture (if
not absurdity) in the age of Molecular Biology—whose
aim is to provide Medicine with specialized (even per-
sonalized) treatments minimizing any side effects—that
there is discussion solely about intervention in 100% of
the human population, in order to “protect” 1% of it
from a flu-like virus, with a suspicious pharmaceutical
half-measure. Quite simply, this is a wrong approach,
certified by the fact that for so many years there has never
been any global vaccination against the flu virus—which
would have been far more plausible, inasmuch as it strikes
all age groups.
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Man, as a rational being with critical thinking, has the
ability to voluntarily choose whatever is reccommended by
medicine and biotechnology in favor of his health, while
simultaneously undertaking the consequences of those
choices, given that interventions in the human body are
rarely without side-effects. Vaccines are not exempt of
this rule. The choice of not being vaccinated does not
endanger public health, as long as it does not abolish
another person’s right to receive the vaccine—and with
it, any protection it provides.

It is therefore self-evident that the final decision-re-
sponsibility for receiving a vaccine belongs to the person
being vaccinated, since he will necessarily have to live
with any complications that may arise. No eventual com-
pensation can restore irreversible damages to a person’s
physical and mental health. Consequently, that WhICh is
condemnable is every kind ) al
of complaisance that crimi- TS
nalizes a person’s stance to-
wards living in a body free
of suspicious vaccines, and
which transforms societies
from democratic, to herds
of undecided and expend-
able animals.

One can perceive from the
aforementioned that the law
pertaining to compulsory
vaccination and the related
propaganda in favor of the
vaccine—with the Covid-19 R
virus pretext—have no scientific origin and reference.
They do not defend but rather undermine the good of
public health, and they enable the monstrous financial
interests involved, as well as the obscure agenda of certain
“big brothers” with power-loving appetites. Finally, they
militate against the freedom of a person’s spirit and body.
As such, they should be retracted at a scientific, legal and
mainly at a spiritual level.

The clime in which these schemes are developed and
consolidated is fear. The Mass Media of Intimidation
carefully create and maintain this clime. Fear is a mighty
inner force of man; it can paralyze his will, but it can even
steel it. The question is in which direction a person directs
that fear. If he turns it towards God, the only One worthy
of being feared (Lk 4:5), then he will receive enlightenment
in return, boldness and courage—according to His words:
Be of courage, for I have overcome the world. (Jn 6:33).

If a person remains focused on the phobias of this age,
he will receive in return even more anxiety, confusion and
cowardice, according to the Psalm: They cowered in fear,
where there was no fear. (Pss s:5). The intentional persis-

tence to de-sanctify the Sacrament of Holy Communion
is not by coincidence; its purpose is to elicit and generate
fear that will support the myth of the vaccine—as is the
case throughout the ages, with all fictitious concoctions
that lack any logical grounds.

Every time there is mention of saliva, spoons and the
like—Dby those who have targeted Holy Communion—the
miracle comes to mind of the born blind man (Jn 9). The
Lord, with a “sanitarily unacceptable” action, restored
the eyes of the blind man! He mixed His saliva (a means
of spreading viruses and bacteria) with soil (a source of
millions of germs) and “smeared” the clay mixture over
the eye sockets of the blind man (mucosal conjunctiva: a
point of entry for germs and the onset of infection). We
are familiar with what ensued, just as we know that no
science is able to reproduce that result. Quite simply, if it

: f had taken place today, apart
from the Pharisees of that
time, among Jesus’ accus-
ers would also be certain
#| narrow-minded infectious
| disease specialists.

I pray from the depth
of my heart that God will
make them worthy of ex-
|| periencing the Power of
the Sacrament. The Lord is
there, and invites them. He
will never obligate them!

Hagiorite Monk Paul

Biologist, MD Molecular

Biology and Biomedicine
Vouleftiria, Holy Mountain.

mmediately—starting this next Sunday—our bishop should

start visiting the congregations of this diocese every week-
end, to convey strong messages of hope and reassurance. He
should preside at the Sacred Mysteries openly, without regard
to personal danger. He should appear conspicuously without
the disgrace of a surgical mask. He should make a point of
avoiding even the slightest appearance of apprehension.

A bishop must never, under any circumstances, convey fear.
He should stride into our churches with the manly majesty
of an Apostle, gather God’s People into his arms, press them
to his pastoral breast, and protect them from the social and
political demons that are currently destroying the Church.

Fr. Patrick Reardon (retired Antiochian priest)
On “What Must Bishops Do During This Present Crisis”
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THE LAST SPIRITUAL WILL AND
TESTAMENT OF ST. LUKE OF
CRIMEA

Saint Luke Archbishop of Symferoupolis and Crimea, a professor of

surgery. From a publication of the holy monastery of Sagmata of the
Transfiguration of Christ, near Thebes, Greece.

ome of the Saint Luke’s remarkable life highlights are as
follows:

1877: He was born in Kerts, in the Crimea. He grew up in
Kiev where in addition to his studies; he studied also art in
the School of Fine Arts.

1898-1903: He studies medicine and majors in surgery.

1904-1905: He was a volunteer military doctor in the Rus-
sian-Japanese War. He was married to Anna Vasilievna and
they were blessed with four children.

1905-1917: He worked in various district hospitals. He pre-
pares his dissertation on the im-
portance of scientific studies.

1917: He moves to Tashkent. He
is appointed as a university profes-
sor in the field of topographical
anatomy and surgery.

1919: His first arrest took place.
His wife Anna dies.

1921: He is ordained a priest. ;

1923-1926: He is ordained a bish-
op. He is arrested a second time
and exiled to Siberia.

1924: He attempts his first kid-
ney transplant from an animal to ||
a human.

1930-1933: He is arrested for a third time and exiled to
northern Russia.

1934-1937: His famous study is circulated on “A Study on
Festering Sicknesses.” He works intently on scientific discov-
eries. His investigations bring him very close to discovering
penicillin.

1937: He is arrested for a fourth time. He suffers two years
of difficult interrogation in Tashkent.

1939: He is exiled to Siberia.

1941: He is assigned to be the first surgeon at the military
hospital in Krasnogiarsk.

1943: He is elected Archbishop of Krasnogiorask.

1944: He is transferred to Tambof as the chief medical doc-
tor and Archbishop.

1946: He is decorated with the first prize of Stalin. He is
assigned as Archbishop of Symferoupolis and in the Crimea.
He slowly loses his eyesight.

1961: He fell asleep in the Lord on June 11 in Symferou-

polis having served the people of God as Chief Shepherd

and doctor in sacrificial love and self-denial. His memory is
commemorated on June 11.
Tr ot
o my three sons, my daughter, my grandchildren and
my great grandchildren, my spiritual will:

I am now 79 years old. My heart is weak and my strength is
failing me and it is evident that my time of departure from
this world is near. St. Paul left a will to all the Christians.
“Become followers of me, as I am of Christ.” I certainly
do not dare to say this to all the Christians but to you, my
children; I can say follow my example just as I have followed
the example of the Apostle Paul. My life has been tough
and difficult but never did I pray to God to make it easy.
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads
to life, and there are few who find it. Mt 7:14.

For more than twenty-five years my life was identified with
the work of a rural surgeon and professor of surgery. And for
eleven years I suffered persecution for the name of Christ
by being jailed and exiled. From
1944 I combined the toilsome
ministry of being a Bishop along
with the healing the wounded at
Tambor and only in 1946 did I
stop being a surgeon and I con-
tinued as a Bishop.

Amongst most of the people it
was inconceivable to understand
how a great surgeon, who was
honored with the First Prize of
Stalin, could abandon a profes-
sion in surgery and become a
Bishop. Yet there was nothing
unusual about that because from
my youthful years, the Lord destined me to the high posi-
tion of service to Him and to the people.

When I finished High School I received from the dean
of the school my high school diploma. I placed this in the
Book of the New Testament. I had read the New Testament
before but now, when I read it again, I heard the words of
Christ that were directed to the Apostles say: 7he harvest
is truly plentiful, but the laborers are few, therefore pray the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. (Mt
9:37-38) My heart responded and I cried out in silence: “Oh
Lord! Are you lacking workers?”

Many years went by. I became a doctor of medicine and I
thought that I would write the book “A Treatise on Surgery
in Treating Festering Wounds.” When I made that decision,
the following strange thought came to mind: “When that
book is finished, it will be signed by a Bishop.” I could not
understand from where that thought came. But a few years
later, I understood that it was a thought that was sent to
me by God because after my first arrest, in the office of the
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head jailer, the first edition of my book was published and
on the facing page I wrote: “Bishop Luke, ‘A Treatise on
surgically treating festering wounds.” ”

Two more years went by. I was in my first exile to Siberia,
in the city of Geniseisk. A monk suddenly came to meet
me from Krasnogiarsk. In this city, all the priests had
compromised the faith and the faithful of the canonical
Church had sent the monk to be ordained a priest but not
to me at Geniseik but to Minousinsk, to a non-canonical
Orthodox bishop. But there was an unexplainable force
which directed him to me at Geniseisk. When this monk
saw me, he was startled and froze. He could not speak.
He revealed to me, that when he saw me, he knew clearly
that I was the same hierarch that he saw in an unforget-
table dream ten years ago. That Bishop ordained him to
the priesthood. At that time, I was just a country doctor
in the city of Perezlavl, Zaleski.

The Lord God has blessed me with different talents. In
High School, I finished my studies in the School of Fine
Arts in Kiev. I was very talented in artist and I decided to
enter the Academy of Fine Arts in Leningrad. But in the
middle of exams, I abandoned this effort because I thought
that I should serve God and His people, in work that is more
beneficial than art. Even though at that time it was clear to
me the direction my art would take if I didn’t abandon it
it would purely be a religious direction or I would follow
in the footsteps of V. Vasnetsof and Nesterof.

From that time theological issues concerned me very much.
The driving force in my character was a strong desire to serve
God and His people, only because of that. But in spite of
my opposition toward the physical sciences, I took exams
for medical school at the University of Kiev and I gradu-
ated with honors.

My talent was revealed at the university in anatomy and
surgery and my fellow students didn’t want to hear that I
desired to become a rural doctor. They had decided unani-
mously that I would become a professor of anatomy or a
surgeon. From what you now know, they had prophesied
my future correctly.

As a rural doctor, I worked for thirteen years twelve to
fourteen hours a day. I was thinking seriously of abandoning
the rural hospital in order travel to distant villages where
the people were poor and dying because of the lack of medi-
cal help. But the Lord had decided differently for me. He
sent me to Tashkent where I was one of the organizers of
the University of Middle Asia and became a professor of
topographical anatomy and the chief surgeon. This was at
the beginning of the decade of the 1920s.

During the years of the antireligious demonstrations dur-
ing which they derided the Lord Jesus Christ, my heart
was saying: “I cannot keep silent.” At that time there was a
clergy-laity congress taking place in Tashkent. I was pres-

ent and during the discussions on some important issues
I made an impassioned speech. That speech made a great
impression on Bishop Innocent of Tashkent and at the end
of the congress he said to me; “Doctor, you must become
a priest.” That was something that was completely unex-
pected by me but the words of the Hierarch brought forth
a calling through his lips and I did not hesitate one second
in answering him: “Of course, Your Eminence, if that is
the will of God, I will become a priest.” And the follow-
ing Sunday, I, the professor of medicine, with a borrowed
robe, appeared before the Bishop who was standing on his
throne and I was ordained a sub-deacon and then during the
course of the Divine Liturgy I was then ordained a deacon.
Within two weeks I became a priest and the pastor of the
Cathedral Church.

One and a half years before that great event in my life, my
wife and your mother died. The smallest of you, Valentine,
was then six years old and the oldest was fourteen.

Two years and four months later, the Lord made me
worthy of being elevated to the rank of Bishop. It was
divine providence for me and for you, my children that
was revealed to us at that time when the Lord called
your mother to eternal life by allowing her to get sick
with tuberculosis. By this happening to her the road was
opened for me to enter monastic life and the hierarchical
ministry. All the responsibility for you, my children, I gave
over to the care of the Lord and truly, I was not made a
liar by believing in Him. Your care and upbringing was
provided for by sending me an unknown woman, Sofia
Sergakevna Veletskagia, who during the times I was jailed
and the three times I was sent into exile she provided for
your care. With a great deal of self-sacrifice and love she
lifted the heavy cross for your care during those years of
the plague. She raised you successfully and gave you a
good education.

Later on all three of you and my daughter, with the pro-
tection and the help of your guardian angels, completed
your advanced studies. Michael for some time now has
become a professor, while Aliosa and Valia are teachers in
the medical and biological sciences and in a little while they
will become professors.

The Lord accepted all the sacrifices which I have offered
Him and not only did He accept them but He changed
and corrected many of them. I abandoned doing any more
surgeries so that I could spend more time preaching about
Jesus Christ. I was not concerned with the fame of a sur-
geon which certainly I deserve. While this glory is impor-
tant and belongs to God, the new freedom I had increased
the power and content of my sermons. My well-known
and famous book “The Treatise on Surgery for Festering
Wounds” was completed while I was in exile and when I
was Archbishop. My determination to sacrifice everything
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for the glory of Him, the Lord gave me another talent,
that of preaching. The nine volumes of my sermons have
been recognized by the Spiritual Academy of Moscow as
unique in contemporary ecclesiastical theology and a trea-
sure of commentary on the Holy Bible. And I, a self-taught
theologian was chosen to be a member of the Spiritual
Academy of Moscow. For the Church, my sermons will
have greater meaning than my “Treatise on Surgery for
Festering Wounds.”

In addition to this, the miraculous events which I spoke
about earlier which were directed by the Lord without my
realizing it led me mystically to the Hierarchical ministry. I
often physically felt the presence of God in my communion
with Him, in my spiritual life and in my prayers.

But if I have not said enough for any of you to convince
you of these things then I think his (Michael’s) involvement
with the physical sciences have bewitched him so much that
he does not want to hear those things that I have lived; the
things I have undeniably felt many times.

In other words, I will tell you just the way it is, how
astonishing and clearly the Lord God reveals His desire
for those who fear Him and love Him. When I was in
Leningrad for an operation, during the time of a memo-
rial service, the Lord in a miraculous and shocking way
caused me to tremble with fright when He gave me this
command: Shepherd my sheep, feed my lambs. The years have
since gone by and I, under the spell of a cunning diabolical
spell, forgot that command of God and Satan again placed
in my soul that great urge to return to surgery. And this is
why the Lord punished me by allowing the retina in my
eye to tear. My eye was operated on twice unsuccessfully
by professor Ontintsof because God’s punishment had to
remain with me.

The day after the second operation, when I was lying flat
with my eyes bandaged, the strong urge to do surgery again
overwhelmed me when the Lord sent me a shocking dream:
I was in a Church without lights. The only lit up place was
the altar. A little beyond the altar was a casket of a saint.
They had placed on the altar a wooden board and on this
was a naked human body. In the back and next to the altar
I saw students and doctors smoking cigarettes and I was
teaching them anatomy of the human body.

I was then startled by a noise and when I turned my head,
I saw that the covering of the saint’s casket fell off. The saint
sat up in the casket, he turned and looked at me with a look
of pain and shock. I finally realized the great burden of my
sin, of my disobedience to the command of the Lord Jesus
Christ to shepherd my sheep and feed my lambs. For the last
fourteen years I begged the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive me
remembering clearly my dramatic dream with the body and
the dead person lying on the Holy Altar. Lately I have been
informed by God that my sin has been forgiven. Day after

day, I see the body less and less on the Holy Altar where it
finally disappeared completely.

And now, my children let me offer to you my last will and
testament. I believe deeply in God and I have built my whole
life upon His commandments. And I bequeath to you that
you offer your lives to God and build all things upon the
commandments of Christ.

For a long time and with great determination I sailed
through life against the current of the world and to you
my children I bequeath that you sail against the current, as
difficult at that may be. Turn your attention and your heart
away from the great majority of human beings who pursue
not the higher goals but those which are easy to acquire.
Do not accede to the great majority of people who live ac-
cording to their own thinking and with the mind of their
leaders. They anchor their lives not with the command-
ments of Christ but on the directives of people who have
the power to lead them not to the Kingdom of Heaven but
to the riches of the earthly kingdom.

The purpose of life is to seek after the highest truth and
to never divert from that road even when they force you to
serve the purposes of the lowest form of truth by trampling
upon the truth of Christ.

You should be ready even to be martyred since you are
sailing against the current. Keep your faith firmly in your
thoughts, in your husbands and in your wives just the way
I kept it.

In your scientific endeavors and in your efforts to study
the mysteries of nature, you should not look for your own
glory but only to lessen the pain of your sick and helpless
fellow human beings.

Remember that I, your father, sacrificed all my life in
doing these things. Imitate me just the way I imitated the
Apostle Paul and do not work for your stomach but to help
those who without your help cannot free themselves from
the tortures of poverty and lies.

If you fulfill all these things that I bequeath to you, the
blessing of God will come upon you in harmony with the
words of David the prophet: But the mercy of the Lord is
[from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and
His righteousness to children’s children, to such as keep His
covenant, and to those who remember his commandments to
do them. (Pss 103:17-18.)

I have always prayed for that blessing and grace of God
in my life for you my children, my grandchildren and my
great grandchildren and surely I will always pray for your
eternal life when I will stand before the throne of my God
and your God, my Creator and your Creator. That time is
most likely near because my heart and my strength have
been weakened.

Your father

Alousta, July 22, 1956
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TRAITORS INSIDE THE CHURCH

By the saintly and prophetic Elder Athanasios Mytilinaios (+2006),
one of the most distinguished, dynamic and beloved Orthodox
preachers of the 20" century. This is a homily by the Elder, translated
and transcribed by Fr. Peter Heers; the original homily in Greek
is available at https:/lyoutn.be/Y_CeTifuORU. Sadly, the Elder
prophetic words herein on secretly conducted divine services” did
take place in Greece and even in the US or Canada or Australia
during the various horrific lockdowns some of which are still going on.

hen as I said, Apostle Peter asked them to be quiet. A very
serious problem arises here, which has been troubling me
for years now. Since you and I are inside the Church, and we
are the Church, this is the problem: The secrecy of the issues
of the Church by the faithful.

The Church was once a
closed circle. A relic of this
closed circle that has re-
mained to this day is when
we say: The doors! “The doors!
In other words: “Close the
doors.” Of course, today we
don't close the doors because
there’s supposedly no reason
to close the doors and we have
given to the contemporary in-
terpreters of the Holy Liturgy |
a new, metaphorical so to say,
dimension to this: “Close the
doors to the soul which rep-
resents the five senses,” for 8
example. Your eyes shouldn
be staring or looking about in a strange way when attending a
service. Your eyes should avoid listening to whatever shouldn’t
be heard, etc. In other words, close whatever distracts you from
concentrating on the Holy Liturgy.

Yet, this isn't a spiritual order at all; it’s clearly a techni-
cal order. Just like: Wisdom. Arise. There’s a full pause after
Wisdom and another one after Arise. This means that the
Evangelion (Gospel) is Wisdom. When the Priest says Wis-
dom, there should be a pause. A pause to signify the full
stop and then, Arise and pause again. This means that the
Evangelion (Gospel) is the Wisdom of God so you should
stand up from your seat. Because the faithful had the option
of sitting even from ancient times.

Just like today, we have seats inside the church, maybe
not enough for everybody, but people could sit in the old
days too. They had stools that were called scymbous. (Let
me say something strange here, concerning our language.
Seymbous was a Greek word meaning “Stool.” This word
travels to Europe and came back as “Escabeau” (This word
is used today).

So ... people could sit if they wanted to. So at that time
they had to get up, to stand up. This is just a practical order.
And all these matters were taken care of by the Deacons or
others who had such a responsibility.

So, here, again, with 7he doors what we mean is “Close the
doors.” A technical order. Why? Because the Church was
a closed issue. You couldn’t enter the Church if you hadn’t
been baptized. The Catechumen can enter the Church but
they had to leave before the Sanctification of the Holy Gifts
(i.e. after the Sermon).

During the persecutions, the Church was in hiding. Those
who had nothing to do with the Church should never find
out the activity of the Church. This should never happen.
This secrecy of early Christianity was kept meticulously.
I have talked to you in the past and 'm going to remind
you again when we read the
teaching, the catechesis, of St.
Cyril (of Jerusalem).

There is a quote outside but
it's not by St. Cyril but by
someone else: “Be careful,
for this is not to be delivered
to the uninitiated.” St. Cyril,
in his first catechesis, clearly
states: “Mind you, that if
§ you have come here to spy
on us and see what we are
doing here, God is spying on
you instead.” And St. Cyril
keeps stressing how careful a
Christian should be because
it was an absolute necessity
that spies should be kept away, and no one should be spy-
ing on what they did during the services. This should never
take place because Christians were persecuted. Therefore,
keeping the secrets was an absolute necessity for everyone,
both clergy and laity.

Now, how could a priest go out in public? There is some-
thing that has been done, will be done, and is being done,
take it as you will. Namely, the following:

Let’s assume that one day I stop wearing the priest’s gar-
ment (the cassock or rassa), not under the influence of mod-
ernism but because of a strict prohibition. Thus, I'm not
allowed to wear my Priest’s garment and my dress is the
same as a layman’s, or a person in the world, and nobody
knows that I am a priest.

By the way, I just remembered that I had been offered a
tiny epitrachelion a few days ago. I thought: This is to be
worn underneath my shirt so that no one can see and I
can do the work! This is actually something I have already
done, I've listened to people’s confession on the street! In the
street—can you imagine? Or at the entrance of a block of
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flats! And wearing my epitrachelion underneath my black cas-
sock, today we are allowed to wear our black rassa, but there
may come a time when we won't be allowed to wear them,
so an epitrachelion could be worn as a shirt underneath.

Thus, to summarize, a very small epitrachelion could be
worn and you could start (the confession on the street) by
saying: “Well George, how are you? How is everyone at
home?”—Whispering, “go ahead and say your sin.” Then,
George replies: “How’s work?,” in other words, some words
to be heard out loud and others whispered, pretending to
have a conversation while one is quietly confessing.

Now, can you imagine in |
this case if that person who
confessed later went and said
to other people, “Brother,
you know, Father Athanasios
took my confession on the
street ... Of course, he didn’t
wear a robe or a priest’s cas-
sock...” Note that everything
is done in secret because it’s
a time of persecution and
I don’t know if this is the
second, third or tenth per-
son to hear this story from
George. For, certain people
lack the virtue of discretion
and keeping a secret and so
they could openly point to
the priest and say: “That is
a truly a priest and a Father-
confessor who performed in
secret.” So, then they go and
arrest Father Athanasios with
the charge of being the fa-
ther confessor and therefore
a priest.

If you think these things
belong to the distant future,
allow me to tell you that five
or six years ago we read in
the newspaper the following
event: A high ranking official of the Russian synod (during
Soviet times, Ed.) was found dead in a train. He was there
for an inspection concerning the bookkeeping. As I said
he was a high-ranking official and he had a small briefcase
always with him. So the man had a heart attack and died
on the train. When they opened the briefcase, do you know
what they found? A Bishop’s vestment! He was a secret
Bishop. This happened recently, in our days. Tomorrow,
things may be worse, we don’t know, there will be retrogres-
sions of phenomena.

The holy monastery of Komnineiou in Stomion, Greece
(re-established by the Elder—previously abandoned)
and the Tomb of the Holy Elder

A question: Is there any confidentiality between the faith-
ful? When Apostle Peter asked them to be quiet, could
anyone have shouted out to their neighbors: “Do you know
something? We saw Peter... etc.” No, not a word, not a peep!
Are you listening? Unfortunately, among the faithful today
there are frivolous people; indiscreet, shallow, and irrespon-
sible. And these people, without looking deeply into things,
are capable of harming the Church enormously.

For example, (let’s suppose that) fifty of us are gathered
somewhere to perform a secret Divine Liturgy. In other
words, we are hiding from the authorities (to do so). And
then one of the faithful
goes to a neighbor and says:
“What a wonderful Divine
Liturgy that was!” .. And
they ask, “where...how...
what...?” Can not such a
secret be kept?!... The news
goes around and the second
time we go there, they come
and arrest us.

And there, what is there to
do? What can we do now?
This problem has always
been troubling me. If dif-
ficult times come how can
a priest perform his priestly
obligations when there’s so
much frivolity all around?
For, I have to tell you that
in time of persecution this
issue, which is, in fact, a
problem, is almost insur-
mountable. It is a great
problem. This is why, dear
children of God, the faithful
must acquire what is called
an ecclesial conscience and a
responsible attitude towards
the Church, so they don't get
to the point of harming the
Church.

Let’s not forget that, in the end times, when the Divine
Liturgy won't be an easy thing to perform, what do you
think, when Christians retreat to the mountains, when the
Antichrist comes or just before that, that you won’t face such
a problem? This is something very important, extremely
important: how to be able to perform the Divine Liturgy
in secret, or perform your duties as an Orthodox Christian
in secret.

In those days the ones who are not serious, the ones who are
frivolous and reveal secrets, who are ready to “spill the beans,”
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to reveal what is to be kept secret, then God—this is how I
understand it—will allow these people to bow down before
the Antichrist among the first. You may ask why. It is very
simple: because they’ll get arrested. After this frivolity, which
brought them to this situation, in order to avoid any kind
of maltreatment, they’ll resort to denying Christ. Therefore
they bow down before the Antichrist. This is something that
awaits those who cannot keep a secret.

So, please, try to do some work (on yourself) concerning
this issue. Let’s try to be very careful and serious and discreet
in Church matters. Let’s not be ready to go out and tell what-
ever crossed our minds. And, lots of time we distort things
we hear in Church. Of course, such a person, whether he
realizes it or not, turns into a traitor. And unfortunately, as
the Holy Spirit informs us in the holy writings of the Apostle
Paul: in the end times, there shall be traitors around. In his
letter to Timothy, 3:4, St. Paul says: In last days men shall be
truce-breakers, ... Traitors. “Truce-breaker” is someone who,
interpreted... isn’t stable in his friendship, nor true to what he
agrees. These people show a frivolity in regard to agreements
they promise to keep. These are the truce-breakers, the ones
who break a truce (lit. “not the same confederacy” in Greek).

Therefore these are the people who break the agreements,
and the Apostle Paul calls them #rzirors. Pay attention: Trai-
tors! And this is a major issue, indeed, the issue of treason
(or betrayal) and of traitors. One may become a traitor out
of frivolity. Just like some children, after some pressure, were
forced to reveal where the Bishop of Smyrna, St. Polykarpos,
was hiding. These children showed the authorities where
Bishop Polykarpos was hiding and they found him and
arrested him. But sometimes, a person truly has the disposi-
tion of being a traitor.

Unfortunately, this element of treason (or betrayal) has never
been eliminated. Either for obtaining benefits, or whatever
may be the reason. In any way, a traitor is the one who could
even get to the point of betraying his fellow men, those be-
longing to his own faith but also to his own people at home,
his family, and relatives. Just like our Lord said to us: that a
Jather will betray his child, etc., in difficult times.

Also, traitors are the ones our Lord mentioned, that one
will be betraying the other because of different personal
interests. Also, betrayal inside the Church has unfortunately
a broader character. For example, a person who is baptized
into the Orthodox Church, and he writes a book in favor
of Ecumenism, an ecumenistic book, trying to mislead the
believers concerning the heresy of Ecumenism. Isn't this
person a traitor of our faith?...

This is why we should be very careful and never forget
that traitors exist in the environment of a decadent of
spirituality. Because the person who has a booming, a
flourishing, a thriving of spirituality prefers to be a martyr
rather than a traitor.

NEW HERESIES
By Metropolitan Augoustinos Kantiotes of Florina (+ 2010).

flate, certain theologians, under the

influence of contemporary, world-
2 wide currents, have begun to savour the
L words “ecumenicity,”, “ecumenical spirit,”
@l and “ecumenical movement,” as if they
were hard-candy. Ecumenicity; what a
beautiful word! And yet, behind these
words, lay hidden a most fearful danger
for Orthodoxy. What is this danger? We
will show you by means of an example.

Imagine a woman, a woman faithful to her husband, a
woman who will allow no third party to enter into their
relationship, ever mindful of the promises which she had
made before God and before men. She is a woman of
exceptional beauty, drawing the eye of many a man. On
account of her uprightness, however, anyone who dares to
touch, or to proposition her, immediately meets with her
anger. Should such a one persist, this honourable woman
will deliver a strong slap to his face in order bring him to
his senses.

Those men who are learned in this vile business, however,
will try another method. These will try to uncover what it
is that this woman likes; does she perhaps love poetry, or
philosophy, or art? By means of these things the secret ad-
mirer will trap her. With great deftness he will begin having
innocent conversations with her on those subjects that are
beloved to her. “What a wonderful poem!”; “What a beautiful
painting!”; “What a wonderful play!”; “How sweet a piece of
music!” And thus begins the dialogue.

Gradually the unsuspecting woman is lured into longer
conversations with the deceiver who, while his tongue speaks
of philosophy and art, his heart leaps at the hope of taking
the woman for himself. Finally, after an air of great familiar-
ity and mutual understanding has been achieved through
these conversations, the door is opened to the foul deed,
the shameful union. Just as the most-evil serpent succeeded
in beguiling Eve by means of a simple conversation, in like
manner the seed of shameful union was sown.

Did you catch what we are trying to say, beloved? We have
spoken in a parable.

The woman concerning which we have spoken is our Or-
thodox Church. She is this beauty. She is the woman who,
according to the Book of Revelation is clothed in the Sun, who
wears upon her head a crown of twelve stars, and who has the
moon under her feet. (Rev 12:1-2). It is the Orthodox Church
which has remained faithful to the Lord, to the eternal bride-
groom. It is she who has kept pure the tradition of the Lord
and of the Apostles—both written and unwritten—in ac-
cordance with the God-inspired call to, stand fast, and hold
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the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or
our epistle. (2 Thess 2:15).

It is she, the Orthodox Church, which for nineteen centuries
has fought the hard and bloody battle against various decep-
tions, against the various heresies which have sought to pollute
and corrupt her holiness. One of the worst of these heresies
is Papism, which, on account of its delusions, its authoritar-
ian spirit, and its atrocities, caused the rise of Protestantism
and the fracturing of all of Christendom. Yes, the Papists are
heretics. The enemies of the Orthodox Church, including
Papism to be sure, know well that she has persevered in the
faith of her Fathers. Yet, having been persuaded through
many examples that they cannot conquer that fortress which
is Orthodoxy by means of a frontal attack, these enemies have
recently begun trying by other means. They have begun a
new war, a war of peace, a war worse than the Crusades. Do
you not hear the voice of the serpent, seeking to corrupt the
minds of Orthodoxy, leading us away from our simplicity?
But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through
his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity
that is in Christ. (2 Cor 11:3).

Here is what the serpent says: O, Orthodox Church! Why
do you keep your distance? Why are you afraid of me? I am
no dragon; I am a sweet angel bearing the message of love. I
am not going to hurt you. Keep your dogmas and your tra-
ditions. Leave these things to the theologians... I invite you
into my room to discuss other matters. Let us make a com-
mon stand against hunger, against poverty, against atheism,
against communism, against war. Do these matters not move
you? Does this proposition not excite you? Come then, let us
begin our conversation on high, on the level of ecumenicity,
on the level of mutual understanding. You will see just how
beautiful our coming together can be!

O, Orthodox Church! Our suffering mother! Will you
accept this proposition? Will you enter into dialogue with
Papism? Can you not see the danger inherent in this proposi-
tion? That those who ineptly and unworthily represent you
are creating conditions favorable to your enemies to such
a fearful degree that you, without even taking notice, will
fall into the arms of Papism. And what will follow then? A
union, a pseudo-union, spiritual adultery, a most vile act;
something which ought never to have occurred, and which
will require centuries of repentance from those Orthodox
who played the role of pimp for the Orthodox Church.
The hour will come when these will sigh and say: “Let the
language which we spouted concerning ‘ecumenicity’ and
‘mutual understanding’ cease; let these feet which ran to
bring together Orthodoxy and wolves in sheep’s clothing
become leprous; let these hands which signed ecumenical
epistles and documents fall off!”

This, my beloved, is the famous ‘theory of ecumenicity’
which our leaders savour!

We repeat: the Ecumenical Movement, under whose umbrella
gather all manner of heresies, represents a danger to the Ortho-
dox Church. It deprecates the importance of the dogmas which,
having been miraculously articulated in the brief definitions
of the Ecumenical Councils, and which are the skeleton, the
backbone without which the body becomes a limp and formless
lump. It deprecates the Holy Canons, which the ecumenists
call obsolete, rusty weapons. To put it concisely, the ecumen-
ists deprecate the Orthodox Church as a whole, saying that it
is self-centered, that it is a blasphemy for us to consider her
to be the one true Church, possessing the genuine truth of
Divine Revelation. Within this context the dogmas and the
moral life, inseparably joined in the Orthodox Church, tend
to evaporate, leaving behind nothing but a fraudulent version
of love. The theory of ecumenicity, the theory which calls all
different peoples to live together in the name of some tenuous
peace, a theory supported within worldly and political circles in
our century and which has already been applied to the spiritual
sphere where compromise is unacceptable, will ultimately lead
to conflict and turmoil, truly, to Babel.

Leaven, if it becomes contaminated, loses its ability to make
things rise; Orthodoxy, the most excellent leaven, the leaven
of truth, is capable of leavening the whole lump, but only so
long as it remains unpolluted by foreign ingredients, so long
as it remains pure. For this reason the followers of this theory
of ecumenicity are the enemies of Orthodoxy. For this reason
we do not hesitate to call this movement—the Ecumenical
movement—a new heresy, from which the Orthodox Church
must be protected.

In conclusion, during these critical moments when the Or-
thodox Church stands in danger, we call out to the faithful
from our own watchtower: “Orthodox faithful! Remember that
Church, of which you are children. Remember the rivers of
blood our Fathers spilled to keep our Faith unadulterated; not
one iota did they permit to be subtracted or added to our Faith.
Remember the rallying cry of the heroes of the Revolution of
1821. These men—may their memory be eternal—struggled
first for the faith, and then for their homeland. All of these
heroes and martyrs, known and unknown, call to us from
their graves: “Stand firm upon the bulwark of Orthodoxy!”

ompel yourselves, my children, in the spiritual struggle.
Do not forget the vast experience of the devil and our
own weakness. Just as a leaf in autumn falls at the slight-
est wind, likewise we fall at the slightest temptation or trial
when the grace of God does not assist us. And when does
the grace of God assist us? Only when humility guides our
every thought and deed.
Saintly Elder Ephraim of Filotheou and Arizona (+2019)
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A SAINTLY BISHOP OF OUR DAYS

From the strongly recommended webpages of Fr. Kosmas of Australia,
“Orthodox Talks,” https:/fwww.orthodoxtalks.com/.

n these difficult times of forced restric-

tions in the churches due to Covid-19,
the life of Metropolitan Augoustinos is
a great inspiration not only for bishops
and priests, but for all the faithful.

His Eminence Metropolitan Au-
goustinos (Kantiotes; 1907—2010) was
bishop of the Holy Metropolis of Flo-
rina in northern Greece. He was a de-
fender of traditional Orthodox beliefs
and Greek nationalism, as well as a highly productive writer,
and many of his spiritual works have been translated into dif-
ferent languages. Metropolitan Augoustinos contributed greatly
to the spiritual rebirth of Greece and the renewal of traditional
Orthodox theology. He also preached countless sermons, which
have been printed and distributed worldwide.

As a hieromonk he was a fiery preacher, and travelled
throughout Greece, stirring the people to a greater love for
Christ and their suffering nation. But this was during the war
years, and the messages he preached were not popular with
the German and Italian occupants and later, during the Civil
War, with the Communists. Fr Augoustinos’ life was filled
with many trials and tribulations and he miraculously escaped
death on many occasions.

Loved and revered by the populace, by divine providence he
was elected metropolitan of Florina in 1967, where he energeti-
cally continued to care for the spiritual and material needs of
his flock.

Metropolitan Augoustinos was known for his conservative
activism and ideals, and he staunchly opposed ecumenism,
believing it to be contrary to the basic principles of Orthodoxy.
This brought him great popularity, not only in Greece, but in
the Greek diaspora throughout the world. But his immense
popularity and his opposition to corruption and heresy often
disgruntled those in power. Metropolitan Augoustinos was
subjected to considerable persecution and slander, including
a failed attempt by the government (and even some bishops)
to have him officially declared insane.

But none of these persecutions deterred him in his quest to
uphold the Truth. He inspired a great number of people and
affected countless lives until his repose in 2010, at the advanced
age of 104.

Even today his bold example, the numerous books he au-
thored, and his sermons published in print and audio format
continue to inspire people to a higher moral standard. His
wonderful books in English can be purchased from the Insti-
tute for Byzantine & Modern Greek Studies (https://ibmgs.
org/chatechetic.html).

There exits a superb two-video series in English on the
holy Metropolitan’s life at: (1) hteps://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=38_ngNqKTg8, and (2) https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4DWvTdp4osc.




